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STANDARD OR HIGHER Research Excellence Framework 2014
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Welcome to our

... and to Aberystwyth University. The University is 
the oldest in Wales with a long history of academic 
excellence. We pride ourselves on the quality of our 
student experience, and we value both teaching and 
research. The University is broad enough to offer you 
great choices, but is small enough to be a real academic 
community where you will meet and interact easily 
with colleagues and students from a wide range of 
specialisms. 

Aberystwyth is a vibrant university town in a stunning 
coastal location, with a dynamic social and cultural life 
centred around the University. Our Arts Centre is nationally 
significant with live performances, exhibitions, courses and 
cinema, offering urban style in a rural environment; while 
the National Library of Wales, which is adjacent to the main 
University campus, is one of the great libraries of the world 
and one of only five copyright libraries in the UK. 

We offer a range of taught programmes building on our 
academic strengths, and are constantly refreshing our 
courses and adding new ones. Some of these reflect 
traditional academic disciplines, but others offer new 
and sometimes unique combinations, and many are 

multidisciplinary. All are taught to the very highest 
standards but also offer significant scope for you to 
develop independent and innovative ways of thinking. 
Our research programmes offer substantial support in 
terms of supervision, facilities, training and continuing 
professional development. 

Increasingly our emphasis is on providing you with the 
support not only to realise your academic potential, 
but to develop and understand your skills for future 
employment. We have recently made significant 
investments in upgrading facilities, including new 
postgraduate residential accommodation and fully 
refurbished learning and teaching spaces. I look forward 
to welcoming you to Aberystwyth!!

 
Professor April McMahon, Vice-Chancellor

postgraduate prospectus...
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Investing in 
your Future

Llanbadarn Centre
The recently refurbished Llanbadarn Centre has created 
a new business and professional environment for our 
School of Management and Business, Department of Law 
and Criminology and Department of Information Studies. 
The improvements include refurbished lecture rooms, 
enhanced teaching spaces, social areas and academic 
support areas. The buildings have been reconfigured, 
refreshed and re-equipped with state-of-the-art teaching 
and IT facilities to ensure they meet your learning and 
professional development needs.

Innovation and Enterprise Campus
The University, with the support of the Welsh Government 
and the Biotechnology and Biological Sciences Research 
Council, is investing £40m in the development of a new 
UK Innovation and Enterprise Campus at Gogerddan. 
The Aberystwyth Innovation and Enterprise Campus 
(AIEC) will include an internationally recognised facility to 
attract further research funding so that companies and 
researchers can undertake collaborative research projects 
to boost the bio-economy. The research is expected to 
generate innovative new products, services and spin-out 
companies in sustainable food, health, biotechnology and 
renewable energy sectors.

New life for Old College
Aberystwyth’s prestigious Old College and original home 
of the University is to be re-developed. Featured within 
the exciting proposals is a state-of-the-art postgraduate 
study centre, residential accommodation for postgraduate 
students and visiting academics, and a café/restaurant. 
The total project cost is expected to be in the region of 
£15m to £20m.

New postgraduate centre
The Penglais Postgraduate Centre in the Llandinam 
Building is the latest addition to a programme of 
investment worth £200,000, which has included 
the building of dedicated accommodation for 
postgraduates, and the establishment of a Graduate 
School to support postgraduates during their studies. 
Positioned right at the heart of the Penglais campus, 
the Centre is a high-class facility offering 24 hour quiet 
study spaces of both an open-plan and private cubicle 
nature, a central printer for postgraduate usage, lockers 
for personal use, a seminar room equipped with visual 
display and tele-conferencing facilities, and a social 
lounge and kitchen area.

Mauritius Branch Campus
Our new Branch Campus in the Quartier Militaire, 
Mauritius provides students with the opportunity to reap 
the benefits of a highly regarded UK university education 
on the beautiful island of Mauritius. Your acquisition 
of knowledge and the development of academic and 
practical skills will be facilitated through high quality and 
innovative approaches to learning and teaching. With 
a combination of Aberystwyth, international and local 
academic staff supporting your studies, you will enjoy an 
exceptional student experience. Undergraduate courses 
in business, accounting, finance, computer science and 
law, and postgraduate courses in computer science and 
business are taught there. Opportunities for student 
exchange between the campuses may also be available. 
For more information, visit our website: www.aber.ac.mu

At Aberystwyth University we are investing over £100m in enhancing and 
extending our already excellent residential and teaching facilities. This will 
ensure that you will benefit from world-class teaching and learning facilities 
to equip you with all the skills required to succeed in the world of work. This is 
one of the most significant investments in the University’s history.
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The brand new catering outlet in the Llanbadarn Centre serves a full range  
of hot food, cold snacks and drinks, and provides a great place to meet, work and socialise.



Research Excellence 
at Aberystwyth
With over 140 years of 
excellence in teaching, 
great facilities, research active 
staff and a vibrant postgraduate 
community, Aberystwyth provides an inspiring location in which you 
can produce research that will be of interest internationally. In the 
2014 Research Excellence Framework, world-leading research was 
identified in all of the units of assessment the University submitted. 

95% of the University’s research is of an   
INTERNATIONALLY RECOGNISED 
STANDARD OR HIGHER
Research Excellence Framework 2014

WITHIN TOP 50 
INSTITUTIONS 95% of our research outputs of an   

INTERNATIONALLY RECOGNISED 
STANDARD OR HIGHER

96% of our research impact of an  
INTERNATIONALLY RECOGNISED 
STANDARD OR HIGHER

77% of the eligible staff at Aberystwyth 
submitted research to the REF –  
THE HIGHEST PERCENTAGE IN WALES 
of all research-led universities

The Guardian’s Research Fortnight magazine compared 
our quality index score, in relation to the top performing 
university in the survey. Aberystwyth University’s 
research power rank was 49th. The Times Higher 
Education gave us a research intensity-weighted grade 
point average of 46 for research intensity.

for Research 
Power and 
Intensity
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 Department of International Politics

BEST IN WALES
for 
research 
quality7THIN THE UK

for 
research 
quality

44% of its research is 
world-leading 
(4*)

32% of its research is rated as 
internationally excellent (3*)

69% of publications submitted rated 
WORLD-LEADING and INTERNATIONALLY 
EXCELLENT

Public Opinion and Devolution in Wales
The Institute of Welsh Politics at Aberystwyth University 
has shaped public discourse and informed public policy 
processes relating to Welsh devolution.  Through a series 
of surveys, research, and analysis, the team established 
the first systematic examination of the evolution of public 
opinion and electoral behaviour in Wales.

Public attitudes towards devolution have been closely 
tracked since the ‘Yes’ vote in 1997 for devolution in 
Wales, and provide insights into the extent to which this 
constitutional innovation has become accepted as the 
appropriate form of government by people in Wales. As a 
direct consequence of this work, YouGov also began their 
first Wales-specific surveys in 2009.

The research influenced the thinking of the UK 
Government’s Commission on Devolution reviewing 
financial and constitutional arrangements in Wales, as well 
as the recommendations of the All-Wales Convention. 
Furthermore, school children have also benefited through 
online resources and workshops developed and delivered 
by Institute staff.
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 Department of Geography and Earth Sciences

78% of its research 
INTERNATIONALLY EXCELLENT
 or higher

100% of research impact assessed as 
WORLD-LEADING and 
INTERNATIONALLY EXCELLENT

Informing the public on climate change
Millions of members of the public are better informed about 
climate change and its impact on the planet thanks to the 
outreach work of researchers at Aberystwyth’s world-leading 
Geography and Earth Sciences’ Centre for Glaciology. Their 
work has dramatically improved our ability to predict the 
response of the Earth’s ice masses to future climatic change.

Amongst their many successes has been the team’s 
involvement in the seminal documentary, Frozen Planet 
(BBC) with the final episode, On Thin Ice, in which Sir 
David Attenborough challenged society to come to terms 
climate change, which was watched by 10.85 million 
viewers in the UK alone.

The Centre’s staff also took part in multiple news features 
across the world’s TV networks, including the BBC, Sky 
News, CNN, NBC, and ITN, and persuasive articles have 
been written about their research in the print media.

These successes, combined with a programme of lectures, 
and a strong online and social media presence, means that 
the Centre’s scientific research has influenced the thinking of 
tens of millions of people on the effects of climate change.

Helping to improve national policy
Research undertaken by Professor Michael Woods and his 
team at Aberystwyth has directly led to changes in the 
powers and regulatory structures of town and community 
councils in Wales, through legislation (Local Government 
(Wales) Measure 2011) and new guidance to councils.

These changes have empowered town and community 
councils to play a greater role in service delivery and 
community development; promoted wider citizen 
engagement in community governance; and increased 
the democratic accountability of local councils. Provisions 
introduced included changes to arrangements for 
establishing and dissolving town and community 
councils, community meetings and polls, appointing 
youth representatives (16-25) and the power for town and 
community councils to promote well-being in their area. 
These were directly based on the findings of a research 
study by Professor Woods and colleagues for the Welsh 
Government (now known as the ‘Aberystwyth Report’) that 
involved a survey of local councils in Wales and detailed 
case studies. Related research by Professor Woods and team 
has also informed the development of the Quality Parish 
and Town Council Scheme in England.
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BEST IN WALES for 
research 
quality

TOP 15 IN THE 

UK
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 Department of Geography and Earth Sciences  School of Art

Recovery, revival and preservation of 
artistic reputation
This spring the Royal Academy of Arts in London 
presented an exhibition of prints by Stanley Anderson 
RA (1884-1966), curated by Professor Robert Meyrick and 
Dr Harry Heuser of Aberystwyth University. It is one of a 
series of exhibitions and catalogues raisonné celebrating 
the work of Royal Academician printmakers.

A fully illustrated and annotated catalogue raisonné of 
prints published by the Royal Academy coincides with 
the launch of the exhibition. Written by Robert Meyrick 
and Harry Heuser, it provides an in-depth assessment 
of Anderson’s oeuvre. Today, Stanley Anderson is best 
known for his series of engravings memorialising Britain’s 
vanishing crafts, trades and farming practices. These 
carefully observed and meticulously executed portraits of 
traditional occupations provide us with a pictorial record 
of life and work in mid-twentieth century rural Britain. 
Presented together with Anderson’s earlier, lesser-known 
drypoints of urban life, they form a composite image of 
the artist’s world view. Sceptical of progress, Anderson 
sought to counter what he saw as the threat of modernity 

100% of research impact assessed as 
WORLD-LEADING and 
INTERNATIONALLY EXCELLENT

75% of the publications and 
exhibitions undertaken were of 
an INTERNATIONALLY RECOGNISED 
standard or higher

and its effect on the human spirit; the estrangement from 
nature, the loss of respect for physical work and the lack of 
a sense of fellowship. His work is characterised by rigour, 
wit and compassion.

Anderson rejected the notion of art as a means of self-
expression and questioned the insistence on originality.  
Instead, he believed that it was the artist’s ‘job’ to do 
justice to the subject through a mastery of medium and 
technique. His works are in public collections in Britain 
and Europe, as well as Australia, New Zealand, the United 
States and Canada. Anderson represented Britain at the 
Venice Biennale in 1938, was elected a Royal Academician 
in 1941, and ten years later was awarded a CBE in 
recognition of his services to the art of engraving.
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 Department of Computer Science

OV
ER of its academic staff submitted 

units for assessment, the  
3RD HIGHEST PROPORTION IN THE UK

100% of research impact assessed as 
WORLD-LEADING and 
INTERNATIONALLY EXCELLENT

ExoMars Rover Mission 2018
Mars has a different atmosphere from Earth which 
influences how colours appear and makes it impossible 
for conventional cameras to capture true colours on Mars.

For the last five years the Computer Science Space 
Robotics Research Group have been working to make 
this possible by developing new calibration methods for 
the Panoramic Camera (PanCam) instrument on the ESA/
Roscosmos led ExoMars 2018 rover mission.

The mission will see the ExoMars rover travel across the 
Martian surface to search for signs of life as well as take 
high resolution colour images of its findings. The PanCam 
instrument calibration hardware that will fly to Mars on 
the ExoMars rover is still being developed by the research 
team.  As well as developing a PanCam emulator to test 
this hardware, the group is working on novel camera 
instrument colour correction methods to ensure that the 
images sent back to earth are a true representation of the 
natural colours of Mars.

Called the PanCam Calibration Target (PCT), the hardware 
incorporates nine small stained-glass coloured chips. The 

PCT measures just 50mm × 50mm, is 18 mm high and 
weighs no more than 25 grams.

Because Mars’ atmosphere has little to no ozone, the 
high ultra violet irradiation causes colours in standard 
equipment to fade when exposed to sunlight.   With the 
use of stained-glass chips, the aim is to avoid fade and 
enable the camera to capture the planet’s colour qualities, 
helping the PanCam team back on Earth to identify 
potential science targets for further investigation.

This PanCam technology being developed at Aberystwyth 
has a great deal of potential and the hope is that this will 
also benefit the agricultural sector in the future. ExoMars 
mission trials were filmed by the BBC2’s Coast programme 
in series six on the episode on Wales.

99%
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 Department of Computer Science
 Institute of Biological,  
Environmental and Rural Sciences

TOP 10 
IN THE UK

for 
research 
intensity

78% of research WORLD-LEADING or 
INTERNATIONALLY EXCELLENT

76% of case studies submitted rated as 
MAKING AN OUTSTANDING IMPACT in 
terms of significance and reach

5TH strongest submission

IN THE UK

Oat breeding programme brings  
health benefits
Research carried out at the Institute for Biological 
Environmental and Rural Sciences has led to the 
development of new and improved varieties of oats which 
can reduce heart disease and have produced benefits for the 
UK economy. The research is led by Professor Athole Marshall, 
Head of the Oat Breeding Programme at the Institute.

Oats contain a specific type of fibre known as beta glucan 
which helps prevent heart disease by lowering cholesterol 
levels. Studies also show that beta glucan can help those 
suffering with diabetes as they experience lower rises in 
blood sugar levels.

Varieties developed by the IBERS oat breeding 
programme seek to contain higher levels of beta glucan 
than other oat varieties and therefore offer enhanced 
health benefits to society as 65% of all oats used in the UK 
have been developed at IBERS.

The research has also led to the development of more 
nutritious animal feed, leading to better productivity for 
farmers.

Improved Soil Health
Innovative in its participatory approach, the PROSOIL 
project works with commercial development farmers, and 
has achieved an impact on commercial farming practice 
across Wales, by increasing farmers’ awareness of the 
importance of soil health.

Led by Dr Christina Marley in collaboration with the IBERS 
Grassland Development Centre, the PROSOIL project helps 
commercial development farmers, including dairy, beef and 
sheep producers, to increase the quality of forage available 
to their livestock. Agricultural events and shows across the 
UK and development farm open days, allow organic and 
conventional producers to engage in knowledge transfer 
and active participatory learning with the agricultural 
community and the wider public. A popular interactive 
feature of the IBERS stand at the Royal Welsh Show and 
Winter Fair, the project also aims to build up the PROSOIL 
network of farmers whose members receive regular 
newsletters, factsheets and details of up and coming events.

A long-term aim of the project is to study the impact 
of different soil management approaches on livestock 
performance and product quality, which could improve 
the financial efficiency of Welsh agriculture in the future.

(joint with Bangor)
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Your

Postgraduate
Studies at Aberystwyth

Studying at Aberystwyth is an opportunity not to be missed. With 
distinctive areas of world-leading research, excellent facilities, a high 
quality learning environment, and a friendly welcome in a beautiful 
location, Aberystwyth offers you a fantastic learning experience.

Our graduate community 
There is a thriving postgraduate community with a vibrant 
social life at Aberystwyth providing you with a fantastic 
opportunity to meet students from all over the world. This 
coupled with our continuing investment in our excellent 
facilities, and world-class research expertise creates an 
environment where you can have peace to concentrate 
on your studies, but also be supported and have adequate 
space to relax. The nature of Aberystwyth University and 
the town creates a close-knit community in which you can 
immerse yourself and feel at home.

Postgraduates from all departments within the University 
meet regularly, and most departments host social 
opportunities for postgraduates to meet with each 
other and with staff. The Postgraduate Association is 
run by postgraduates for postgraduates. It represents 
your interests and supports you at all levels across the 
University. Although the Association works closely 
with the Students’ Union and the Graduate School, it is 
independent of both. It runs regular, varied events all year 
too so there’s something for everyone.

The University also offers dedicated postgraduate halls of 
residence where postgraduates are able to live together. 
During the first week of term, Welcome Week events 
are held throughout the week that will help you get to 
know staff and students, as well as settling into academic 
and student life at Aberystwyth. You will find that our 
staff are very supportive and approachable and you will 
have regular contact with your lecturers – whether that’s 
through the course or bumping into them around the 
campus and town.

Modes of study
Aberystwyth provides you with a well-balanced range of 
academic interests, and a myriad of individual research 
opportunities can lead to the award of an MPhil, LLM 

or PhD degree. We also offer an extensive selection of 
taught postgraduate programmes leading to Certificates, 
Diplomas and Masters qualifications.

Our taught degrees are a popular progression route 
for graduates who wish to deepen their knowledge in 
a specific area. Traditionally they involve two taught 
semesters, which generally include traditional lectures 
and seminars, and a final self-study semester. During 
the self-study semester, you will complete a supervised 
dissertation and/or project.

Our research programmes focus on research projects 
and are aimed at graduates with an interest in research 
and critical thinking. They involve in-depth study within 
a specific field which is compatible with the research 
interests of the University. Research students produce 
original and publishable work, the results of which are 
presented in a thesis and through an oral examination. 
The University’s reputation for its research is greatly 
assisted by the location in the town of a number of 
national research facilities and organisations including: 
the National Library of Wales, the Centre for Advanced 
Welsh and Celtic Studies, the British Geological Survey, 
the Royal Commission on the Ancient and Historical 
Monuments of Wales, and the Aberystwyth Science Park.

Duration
The length of your studies will depend on the course itself, 
and how you want to study it. Full-time taught courses 
are usually studied as a one-year residential course, based 
at the University.  Full-time research students must be in 
Aberystwyth for at least 44 weeks of the year. You can also 
study some of our postgraduate courses on a part-time basis, 
which offers you the flexibility to fit in your degree around 
your working or family life, while maintaining the same 
level of income. A part-time Masters will take two years to 
complete, and part-time research students do not normally 
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have to be resident in Aberystwyth, but must attend the 
equivalent to one full week of progress meetings.

Some of our postgraduate courses are also available 
through distance learning, by which the course is 
essentially taught through study packs and study schools, 
as opposed to the traditional lecture or seminar-based 
method. This form of study allows you to obtain a degree 
without leaving your job or home, except to attend short 
residential study schools.

How to apply 
To apply to one of our postgraduate courses, visit our 
website and apply online: www.aber.ac.uk/en/postgrad/
howtoapply. You will be able to track the progress of 
your application online. Research applicants may need to 
submit a research proposal. For further details on how to 
apply please see page 150.

Please note that for a number of programmes you must 
apply using a different system, including the Graduate 
Diploma in Law which uses the CAB online system  
(www.lawcabs.ac.uk) and the PGCE teacher training 
courses use the UCAS TT online system (www.ucas.com/
apply/teacher-training).

Entry requirements
Generally, the minimum entry requirement for most 
taught Masters courses is a lower second class honours 
degree (2.2). If you are applying for a research or funded 
Masters or PhD course you should hold or expect to 

achieve an upper second class (2.1) honours degree or 
above, and some PhD programmes may require a relevant 
Masters degree.

Non-graduates with at least two years of relevant full-time 
work experience are welcome to apply for any Masters 
course. Your application will be judged on an individual 
basis. 

International and EU applicants must meet our English 
Language requirements (see page 18) in addition to the 
academic criteria set out above. You may compare your 
qualifications to see if you meet our criteria using our 
online comparability calculator at www.aber.ac.uk/en/
postgrad/howtoapply/before-you-apply/comparability

Studying through the medium of Welsh
At Aberystwyth you can if you wish submit your 
work through the medium of Welsh, and many of our 
supervisors can offer you support and guidance in Welsh. 
Here you can also study any of our PGCE Secondary 
courses, and a few of our Masters degrees, entirely 
through the medium of Welsh.

The Coleg Cymraeg Cenedlaethol is a national institution 
that has a key role to play in the planning, maintenance 
and development of Welsh medium education and 
scholarship in Welsh universities. The Coleg offers 
scholarships for students studying their Masters and PhDs 
through the medium of Welsh. For further information see 
their website: www.colegcymraeg.ac.uk

www.aber.ac.uk/en/postgrad/howtoapply
www.aber.ac.uk/en/postgrad/howtoapply
www.lawcabs.ac.uk
http://www.ucas.com/apply/teacher-training
http://www.ucas.com/apply/teacher-training
www.aber.ac.uk/en/postgrad/howtoapply/before-you-apply/comparability
www.aber.ac.uk/en/postgrad/howtoapply/before-you-apply/comparability
www.colegcymraeg.ac.uk


Your Career and

94% of our postgraduates were  
IN WORK AND/OR FURTHER STUDY 
6 MONTHS AFTER GRADUATION

Employability 
Whether you’re undertaking a postgraduate qualification to further 
your career, or to change path altogether, you will certainly be 
enhancing your career and employability. However, even with a 
postgraduate qualification, the process of identifying, finding and 
securing the right job can be far from straightforward so make the 
most of the services we offer. Be sure to use our Careers Service and 
Graduate School, to ensure you can be the best you can, and be 
highly attractive to potential employers.

Recognising and understanding how the range of 
academic and social competencies that you have relate 
to the world of work isn’t always an easy thing to do. Our 
professionally-qualified Careers Consultants are able to 
work with you to help you realise what competencies 
you have to offer and how your postgraduate studies 
add to your skills and knowledge base, whilst helping 
you present these in the most effective way possible to 
future employers, in particular on CVs and application 
forms and at interview. With a range of resources, 
web pages, interactive e-learning modules, an on-line 
vacancy database and face-to-face activities, the Careers 
Service will support you as you develop your career 
management skills.  

Our Careers Service
   www.aber.ac.uk/careers/masters
   www.aber.ac.uk/careers/phd

It is the Careers Service's mission to provide an excellent 
and supportive service that empowers you to realise 
your aspirations, make informed life choices and achieve 
your potential. Our staff work closely with academic 
departments to ensure that this happens and to engage 
with you as fully as possible. You are welcome to use the 
Service both during and after your studies, but the sooner 
you make contact with us the better – especially if you are 
on a one-year course.

Whether you have a clear view of your future, or no ideas at 
all, you will find that meeting Careers Service staff will help 
you progress your thoughts and plans far more effectively. 
Our role is to help you see how your experiences, skills, 
knowledge, interests and abilities all work together to 
provide you with a comprehensive range of employability 
competencies that will make you attractive to future 
employers. Allied to this, a strong range of work-related 
experiences will give you further skills and aptitudes 
that will place you in a strong position to compete in the 
employment market when you finish your course.

Aberystwyth postgraduate student

“I had a work placement in the USA that was organized by the Careers Service when I 
was an undergraduate, and since then things have got better and better. I have now 
launched my own business and am also doing my Masters here at Aberystwyth.”
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Employer Contacts
We also work hard to bring an interesting range of 
employers to the campus, enabling you to engage directly 
with organisations and companies that may well be 
employing you in the future.  Amongst the employers 
who have delivered presentations and workshops are:  
IBM, Network Rail, BUNAC, Tesco, Chartered Institute of 
Marketing, Civil Service, National Trust, Admiral, Federation 
of Small Businesses, Endsleigh, Welsh Water, Teach First, 
and many others.  Our alumni also work hard to help 
you develop your employability skills, by offering unique 
knowledge, mentoring and possible work experience 
opportunities.  With our alumni e-mentoring system in 
place you are able to take advantage of the expertise of 
our alumni to learn about their career paths, get tips to 
help with your job hunting, understand career paths more 
clearly, and develop your own business networks that will 
help you with your future plans and advancement.

Work Experience
Many of you will already have significant work experience, 
but there are also those of you who will need to consider 
how best to develop your career-related skills and 
competencies to correspond with your academic and 
subject-based knowledge. We are able to advertise 
and advise on a broad range of placement, work taster, 
internship and volunteering opportunities that will 
provide you with a diversity of opportunities to help you 
develop your skills and competencies as much as possible.  
With openings on offer on-campus, locally, regionally, 
nationally and internationally there is something for 
everyone!

15Your Career and Employability
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By overseeing the further development of research projects, facilities 
for postgraduates, and providing the Researcher Development 
Programme, careers enhancement programme, and teacher training 
programme; our Graduate School will support all aspects of your 
time here and enhance your experience as a postgraduate student at 
Aberystwyth.

Our

Graduate School

 01970 622219                      www.aber.ac.uk/en/grad-school                      graduate.school@aber.ac.uk

Our excellence in research is recognised through our 
involvement in a number of UK Research Council funded 
doctoral training collaborations, such as the South, 
West and Wales Arts and Humanities Research Council 
Doctoral Training Partnership (www.sww-ahdtp.ac.uk), 
the social science Economic and Social Research Council 
Wales Doctoral Training Centre (www.walesdtc.ac.uk), 
and the Centre for Doctoral Training in Diamond Science 
and Technology (www2.warwick.ac.uk/fac/sci/dst/). Full 
studentships are provided through these programmes 
and the Graduate School supports further development 
of such projects. The University also offers studentships 
through the Doctoral Career Development Scholarships 
Competition (see page 23).

Researcher Development Programme
Our Researcher Development Programme aims to 
address the various aspects of the Vitae Researcher 
Development Framework (www.vitae.ac.uk). It contains 
a series of generic and subject-specific modules to help 
you complete your studies and further your career, and 
covers aspects such a ethics, quantitative and qualitative 
methods, public engagement, impact of research, writing 
school, viva preparation, and leadership. The Graduate 
School also runs an Advanced Research Methods 
programme, which covers bespoke subjects.

The Graduate School is committed to offering parts of its 
Development Programme through the medium of Welsh, 
although a full programme isn't available at this point 

in time. At present, these include settling-in and career 
development sessions. For more information, contact the 
Graduate School.

Careers enhancement programme
Our careers enhancement programme provides you 
with the support to link your studies with outside 
non-academic bodies. This programme covers a range 
of public engagement, commercial, and volunteer 
opportunities, and is strongly supported by the 
University's Career Service (see page 14).

Teacher training programme
To support postgraduate students who contribute to the 
teaching aspects of the University, we have developed 
a teacher training programme, which provides you 
with a range of teaching skills, ranging from tutorials 
to lectures and assessment. This programme provides 
partial fulfilment towards a Postgraduate Certificate in 
Teaching in Higher Education (PGCTHE) and associate 
membership of the Higher Education Academy (www.
heacademy.ac.uk). The University is a strong supporter of 
the postgraduate employment charter.

Supporting you
The Graduate School exists to support you in your 
studies, and to enhance the academic side of your time at 
Aberystwyth. If you have any concerns about your studies, 
please seek our advice and support.

DID YOU KNOW?
Aberystwyth, in partnership with seven other universities, has been awarded £14.2m by the 
AHRC to deliver postgraduate supervision, training and skills development
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The brand new Postgraduate Centre on Penglais Campus 
offers you space to work in groups or individually and to 
meet other postgraduates at Aberystwyth.



Information for
International Students

 +44 (0)1970 622367               www.aber.ac.uk/international               international@aber.ac.uk

TOP TEN
IN THE WORLD

FOR ‘HOST 
FRIENDS’,
according to the 2014 
i-graduate Survey

Located on the beautiful shores of Cardigan Bay, Aberystwyth is a stunning, 
inexpensive, safe and secure place to study. You will be encouraged to work hard, 
but there are also many opportunities to relax, meet other students and take part in 
sports and cultural activities, all of which are available on campus and in the town.

With a long history of welcoming students from 
around the world, Aberystwyth has a strong 
network of alumni and graduates living and working 
in over 150 countries worldwide. By joining us at 
Aberystwyth, upon graduation, you will become part 
of this prestigious community giving you a link to 
Aberystwyth wherever you go.

English language requirements
Postgraduate studies at Aberystwyth are mainly taught 
in English. If your first language is not English, you will 
need to prove to us that your written and spoken English 
is of high enough standard so that you can successfully 

complete your studies. The main English language test 
that we accept is the International English Language 
Testing System (IELTS).

Most subjects require a 6.5 IELTS score. However the 
following subjects ask for a different score:

Subjects IELTS
Computer Science (MSc) 6.0
English Literature and Creative Writing (MA) 7.0
English Literature and Creative Writing (PhD) 7.5
Geography and Earth Sciences 7.0
International Politics 7.0
Law and Criminology  
(LLM by Research, MPhil, PhD)

7.0

Psychology 7.0
Theatre, Film and Television Studies 7.0

For more information on other English language tests 
that we accept, visit www.aber.ac.uk/en/postgrad/
howtoapply/before-you-apply/english-language/

Many students prepare for entry by taking an English 
Language course at our University’s International English 
Centre (see page 20), where you can also take the IELTS 
examination. Please note that you can submit your 
application for postgraduate studies before taking your 
test.

TOP TEN
IN THE WORLD

AND 2ND IN THE 
UK FOR SAFETY,
according to the 
2014 i-graduate Survey 
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Tuition fees
Fees cover the cost of your tuition, registration, 
examinations and graduation. Living costs are additional 
but very affordable in Aberystwyth. Your tuition fee is 
determined by a combination of factors, including which 
course you intend to study, and where you live. You will be 
classified as an ‘Overseas’ (that is, international) applicant. 

For overseas students our fees for 2015/16 ranged from 
£11,250-12,250 for our full-time taught Masters. Fees 
for full-time research courses ranged between £12,250-
12,500. For full details and the latest information on our 
tuition fees see page 152, or visit our website:  
www.aber.ac.uk/en/postgrad/funding-fees 

Studying in another country
If you are a non-EEA national, once you have been made 
an offer you should contact your nearest British High 
Commission, Embassy or Consulate to be sure of the 
correct visa documentation that you will need to travel. 
You can also find advice and information online:

- www.gov.uk/browse/visas-immigration/study-visas 
(non-EEA nationals only)

- www.ukcisa.org.uk
- www.fco.gov.uk
- www.britishcouncil.org

Meet us
We attend events across the EU and in countries around 
the world. If we’re in your part of the world, come and 
meet us to discuss options for you at Aberystwyth. For a 
full list of the events we attend, visit www.aber.ac.uk/en/
international/events-news/

Supporting you
Our International Student Advisor can offer you advice 
and support on a wide range of issues, as well as 
providing specialist immigration advice and help with 
applying for visas. Please see: www.aber.ac.uk/en/
international/visas-support-advice

We have a network of educational advisors across the 
world who can help you with applying to the University 
(www.aber.ac.uk/en/international/advisors). We also 
have an Alumni Manager (alumni@aber.ac.uk) who keeps in 
touch with recent graduates from across the globe.

The International Office arranges a “Meet and Greet” 
airport welcome service at the start of the academic year, 
subject to demand, and advance booking and notification 
are required. For more information visit: www.aber.ac.uk/
en/international/travel/meet-greet. In addition, a special 
international induction week is organised for international 
students at the start of the academic year. This will provide 
the ideal opportunity to meet students and staff, ensuring 
an easy and smooth transition to Aberystwyth.

http://www.aber.ac.uk/en/postgrad/funding-fees
http://www.gov.uk/browse/visas-immigration/study-visas
www.ukcisa.org.uk
www.fco.gov.uk
www.britishcouncil.org
http://www.aber.ac.uk/en/international/events-news
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Our

International English
Centre

A REGISTERED
IELTS TESTING CENTRE

COURSES ACCREDITED BY THE
BRITISH COUNCIL AND ENGLISH UK

2ND IN THE UK
for language support

 +44 (0)1970 622545               www.aber.ac.uk/en/international-english               tesol@aber.ac.uk

If English isn’t your first language, the University’s International English Centre 
can provide you with English language courses and support. The Centre offers a 
warm welcome and a range of courses, from short and induction courses, to fully-
accredited qualifications that can gain you entry to Aberystwyth University.

Pre-sessional and induction courses
These courses provide you with an opportunity to improve 
your English, enhance your study skills and get to know 
the University before you start your degree. The shorter 
summer courses range from 3-12 weeks, and combine 
serious academic study with a lively social programme, 
giving you a chance to improve your English, develop the 
skills needed for postgraduate study, and to be ready to 
meet the academic challenges of university study. Longer 
courses (19 - 42 weeks) are available throughout the 
academic year for those who need more time to increase 
their language skills and prepare for postgraduate study.

Pre-Masters programme
This one-year postgraduate foundation programme will 
help you to develop both the academic and language 
skills needed for postgraduate study in the School of 
Management and Business.

The course runs for 30 weeks and students can join in 
either September or January. There is also a 15 week 

fast-track option. The course consists of 20 hours per 
week of English language and academic subjects, taught 
by experts in the field. Students who complete the 
Pre-Masters Course at the level required for entry onto 
a Masters degree at Aberystwyth University will receive 
a scholarship in the form of a £1,500 reduction in their 
Masters fees (www.aber.ac.uk/en/scholarships-bursaries/
pre-master/).

Target English
If you have not yet reached the English level needed for 
entry onto the pre-sessional and pre-masters courses, you 
may want to consider joining our Target English course. This 
course runs between September and May, and you can join 
at any time and study for between 4 and 30 weeks.

Supporting your studies
There is a lot of language support available for you while 
you are doing your Masters or PhD. You can join the regular 
Writing and Information Skills workshops, sign up for free 
one-to-one tutorials with our language and writing experts, 
and benefit from personalised feedback on your writing.

iGraduate 
Survey 2014
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Money
Matters

Whether you’re intending to fund your postgraduate studies 
yourself, or are hoping for some financial support from funding 
bodies, it’s important that you understand your financial 
situation, what our fees are and what support is available to you.



Funding your Studies  
and Financial Support

 +44 (0) 1970 62 2270               www.aber.ac.uk/en/postgrad/funding-fees               pg-admissions@aber.ac.uk

The majority of students entering postgraduate study will 
be self-funding. The different ways in which you finance 
your studies is known as your ‘Funding Portfolio’. These 
can consist of earnings from full-time or part-time work, 
grants, bursaries, employer contributions and savings. It 
is important that you have sufficient financial provision 
before you embark on your programme of study.

You should consider applying for charitable trusts 
and grants a year in advance, and research funding 
applications are usually due in early spring. The full 
portfolio of funding available to you can be seen on our 
website, and our online funding calculator can help you 
work out exactly which funds you’d be eligible for.

UK and other EU students on the PGCE teacher training 
course may apply for a student loan to cover the cost 
of their tuition fees. Some students are also entitled to 
training grants depending on their degree classification 
and the course they wish to study. For more information 
visit: www.aber.ac.uk/en/sell/pgce/

Professional and  
Career Development Loans
Professional and Career Development Loans are bank 
loans that can be used to help pay for work-related 
learning. You can borrow between £300 and £10,000 
to help support the cost of up to two years of learning. 
These are interest free until up to one month after the 
end of the course but interest is payable after that date; 
and they’re repayable over a period of 12 to 60 months 
after completion of the course. They can be used to pay 
course fees, other costs such as travel and living expenses 
and to supplement other forms of support such as grants 
or bursaries. For further information see www.gov.uk/
career-development-loans

Charities and Trusts
Although you are unlikely to obtain full funding from such a 
source you may be able to obtain some assistance. Various 
websites and reference books list charities and trusts to whom 
applications can be made. Closing dates vary but as a general 
rule be prepared to apply up to one year prior to the start 
date of your intended course of study. In a few cases industrial 
or commercial sponsorship may be available to students 
studying in fields of relevance to employers.

Funding for research students
Aberystwyth Doctoral Career Development Scholarships
This scheme offers a package of research, training and 
career development for full-time PhD students. Scholars 
make an agreed contribution to their Department and the 
University as a condition of the scholarship, which could 
involve research, editorial work, professional placements, 
teaching, or other personal development opportunities. 
Successful candidates will receive a grant for up to three 
years which will cover their tuition fees* and also provide 
them with a maintenance allowance of approximately 
£14,057 and access to a travel and conference fund (£500 
per annum). Scholarships commence from the main 
intake in September. Please note that deadlines vary for 
different subjects, and start as early as January. Further 
information is available on our website www.aber.ac.uk/
en/postgrad/funding-fees/uk-eu/research-competition

*(UK/EU fees only) 

Aberystwyth Departmental Postgraduate Research 
Studentships
Each year some of our departments offer research 
studentships. Some of these awards have been associated 
with teaching responsibilities within the department. 
Please contact your department of interest directly for 
more information.

Research Councils
Research Councils and some government departments offer 
postgraduate studentships for Masters, MPhil or PhD study. 
Normally open to UK/other EU students, these full awards 
are sometimes available for EU nationals who have been 
ordinarily resident in the UK for the preceding three years. 
Otherwise, EU students may be eligible for fees-only awards.
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The major funding bodies for this University are:

- Arts and Humanities Research Council (AHRC) -  
www.ahrc.ac.uk and www.sww-ahdtp.ac.uk

- Biotechnology and Biological Sciences Research 
Council (BBSRC) - www.bbsrc.ac.uk

- Economic and Social Research Council (ESRC) -  
www.esrc.ac.uk and www.walesdtc.ac.uk

- Engineering and Physical Sciences Research Council 
(EPSRC) - www.epsrc.ac.uk and www2.warwick.ac.uk/
fac/sci/dst

- Natural Environment Research Council (NERC) -  
www.nerc.ac.uk

- Science and Technology Facilities Research Council 
(STFC) - www.stfc.ac.uk

Before you apply for Research Council funding you must 
have an offer of a place at Aberystwyth, and be a UK 
or EU fee payer with a first class or upper second class 
honours degree. If you are eligible you should first ask 
the department that you wish to enter whether it has any 
such awards allocated to it. Aberystwyth has a number of 
block grants and these are detailed on our website. If the 
department accepts you, the staff will guide you through 
the funding application procedure. Deadlines for Research 
Council funding applications usually range between early 
January and the beginning of March but opportunities 
for specific funded projects can arise at other times of the 
year.

Funding for international students

Below are examples of funding packages that are 
available to international students. You can use our online 
calculator to see what funding you’re eligible to apply for: 
www.aber.ac.uk/en/postgrad/funding-fees/calculator

Aberystwyth Doctoral Career Development Scholarships
This scheme offers a package of research, training and 
career development for full-time PhD students. Scholars 
make an agreed contribution to their Department and 
the University as a condition of the scholarship, which 
could involve research, editorial work, professional 
placements, teaching, or other personal development 
opportunities. Successful candidates will receive a grant 
for up to three years which will cover the UK/EU level of 
tuition fees* and also provide them with a maintenance 
allowance of approximately £14,057 and access to a travel 
and conference fund (£500 per annum). Scholarships 
commence from the main intake in September. Please 
note that deadlines vary for different subjects, and start 
as early as January. Further information is available on our 
website www.aber.ac.uk/en/postgrad/funding-fees/uk-
eu/research-competition 

*UK and EU fees only.

President’s Scholarships
A further three scholarships worth the difference between 
the ‘Overseas’ and the ‘Home’ tuition fees will be available 
to the three highest ranked non-EU candidates in the 
DCDS competition. For details see: www.aber.ac.uk/en/
postgrad/funding-fees/overseas/research

Aberystwyth International Postgraduate Excellence 
Scholarships (IPES)
Non-UK/EU students commencing full-time Masters 
courses could be eligible for the IPES scholarship to cover 
tuition fees, worth up to £2,500, which is awarded for 
academic excellence. For more information see: www.
aber.ac.uk/en/international/scholarships/int-taught-
postgrad

British Council
You are strongly encouraged to approach the British 
Council in your home country at the earliest date possible 
for advice. The British Council administers a number 
of awards for the British Government, international 
organisations, and multinational corporations. For further 
information visit: www.britishcouncil.org

Other sources…
Many external funding bodies offer a range of financial 
support in various forms, including: 

• Chevening Scholarships – for academic excellence 
(www.chevening.org)

• Commonwealth Scholarship and Fellowship Plan (CSFP) 
– for academically gifted applicants from developing 
commonwealth countries (www.aber.ac.uk/en/
postgrad/funding-fees/calculator)

• Commonwealth Shared Scholarship Scheme – for 
academically gifted applicants from developing 
commonwealth countries (www.aber.ac.uk/en/
postgrad/funding-fees/calculator)

• Fulbright – for USA students with excellent academic 
background (www.fulbright.co.uk)

• Marshall Scholarships – for US students with excellent 
academic background (www.marshallscholarship.org)

• US Federal Program: Direct Loan Program – for students 
from the USA (www.aber.ac.uk/en/postgrad/funding-
fees/overseas/us-federal-loans and www.fafsa.
ed.gov)
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Fees and Costs

 +44 (0)1970 622270               www.aber.ac.uk/en/postgrad/funding-fees               pg-admissions@aber.ac.uk

Fees cover the cost of your tuition, 
registration, examinations and 
graduation. Living costs are additional 
but very affordable in Aberystwyth.

Additional Fees
For some courses there are additional charges to account 
for field trips and use of additional resources. For further 
information please visit the department pages of our 
website, or contact your department of interest directly.

Payment of Fees
When you register on a course, you are also accepting 
responsibility for the payment of your tuition fees. If you 
are sponsored or in receipt of an award and the sponsor 
fails to pay, you will be held liable for the payment of your 
fees. It is therefore very important that you have sufficient 
funds available to you. 

Living Expenses
The cost of living at Aberystwyth as a student is 
relatively low, however we recommend that you budget 
approximately £7,900 for a UK/EU student (approximately 
£8,300 for an international student) for twelve months of 
study for a single person. This does not cover transport 
from your country of origin, and these figures are based 
on the results of a survey of our students.

Your tuition fee is determined by a combination of factors 
including which course you intend to study, and where 
you live. You will be classified as either a ‘Home’ (which 
includes the EU) or an ‘Overseas’ (that is, international) 
applicant. If you’re unsure which you are, visit the fees and 
finance section of this website: www.ukcisa.org.uk 

For Home students our fees for 2015/16 ranged from 
£5,600-6,700 for our full-time taught Masters, and £9,000 
for the PGCE. Tuition fees for Home research students 
were £4,052. 

For Overseas students our fees for 2015/16 ranged from 
£11,250-12,250 for our full-time taught Masters. Fees for 
full-time research courses ranged between £12,250-12,500. 

For full details and the latest information on our tuition 
fees see page 152, or visit our website: www.aber.ac.uk/
en/postgrad/funding-fees
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Visit us

Open Days
   +44 (0)1970 622065
   www.aber.ac.uk/en/open-days
   openday@aber.ac.uk

During the year, Aberystwyth University hosts several 
Open Days, where you can visit any part of the University. 
During your Open Days you will be able to:

• look at our accommodation
• visit the departments
• tour our campus and facilities
• find out about our bursaries and scholarships
 • speak to our current students and staff 
• find out how studying at Aberystwyth will enhance 

your employability. 

2015 Open Days
	Saturday 12 September

	Saturday 17 October

	Saturday 7 November

You will invest several years studying at 
university but the only way that you will 
know for certain that you have chosen 
the best university is to visit us…

Meet us online
At Aberystwyth we also host virtual open days online, 
with opportunities for you to view presentations and 
interact with us through instant chat. Virtual Open Day 
2015: Wednesday 25 November. To register visit 
www.aber.ac.uk/en/open-days 

Departmental events
Postgraduates are welcome to visit the University 
throughout the year, and we will do our best to 
accommodate you. As well as our University-wide Open 
Days, we also invite you to contact your department of 
interest to arrange an individual visit, on which you will 
discover more about our postgraduate courses, facilities 
and student life at Aberystwyth. 

We’ll come to you
We attend events across the UK, and overseas. If we’re 
in your part of the world, come and meet us to discuss 
options for you at Aberystwyth. For list of the events we 
attend visit www.aber.ac.uk/en/schools-liaison/fairs/ 
(UK events), or www.aber.ac.uk/en/international/events-
news (overseas events).
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Aberystwyth really does have something for everyone. There are the shops, a vast 
array of cafes and restaurants, pubs and clubs, as well as our on-campus Arts Centre. 
The beach is the perfect location when you need some time out, an ideal place to 
relax with a book or get together with friends. The activities and facilities offered by 
the town and the University combine to offer a superb student experience.

Student
Life atAber



Aberystwyth
Aberystwyth University is set in 
beautiful unspoilt scenery on 
the shores of Cardigan Bay. The 
beaches at Aberystwyth have both 
been awarded a Seaside Award 
for cleanliness along with Clarach 
beach, and the nearby Borth beach 
is a Blue Flag beach. The landscape, 
flora and fauna in the area are 
quite outstanding and several Sites 
of Special Scientific Interest are 
close to the University. Red kites 
regularly fly over the campuses and 
bottlenose dolphins can be seen 
offshore.

As well as being naturally beautiful, the area provides a 
wide range of recreational activities and great days out.

Just outside Aberystwyth, Bwlch Nant yr Arian offers you 
a starting point for great walks and sites to have picnics 
whilst watching red kites being fed. It is also home to the 
first ever purpose-built mountain biking track in Wales, 
voted the 6th best trail in Britain by the Telegraph.

Eating out
The town offers a cosmopolitan choice of places to wine 
and dine, with a wide range of world cuisine to choose 
from -  Mediterranean, Caribbean, Indian, Chinese, Thai, 
Turkish, Italian, Greek, Spanish, Welsh and much more.

There are plenty of places where you can enjoy a nice 
meal with your friends without blowing your budget. 
There is also a growing café culture in Aberystwyth, with 
a number of great places to meet your friends or lecturers 
for a coffee, or even a spot of lunch.

Nights out
No matter what type of night out you enjoy, Aberystwyth 
has an array of choices. From a meal to drinking in chic 
and modern pubs and nightclubs, you can do it all in 
Aberystwyth. All of the pubs and clubs in town offer a warm 
welcome to students and some of them offer live music 
and events. The town has achieved Purple Flag status, 
recognising Aberystwyth as an entertaining, diverse, safe 
and enjoyable place for a night out. Most student clubs and 
societies organise regular social evenings, which provide a 
fantastic way of making new friends.

Shopping
The town offers a shopping experience where lots of 
independent shops hold their own against the high 
street giants. There are several clothes shops with a great 
selection of brands and one offs and some great vintage 
treasure chests to rummage through. Most of the main 
high street shops can also be found in town. If you’re a 
foodie, then you’ll be in your element! There are specialist 
shops for cheese, organic produce, coffee, sweets, seafood, 
oriental cuisine, spices and local meat; and the award-
winning farmers' market where you can sample local food.

and the Area
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Culture at
Aberystwyth
Aberystwyth Arts Centre
Our award-winning Arts Centre on campus hosts 
performances from major national and international 
touring companies, as well as producing its own in-house 
productions. Performances are presented in the Centre’s 
1,200 seat concert hall, 320 seat theatre and in the 
more intimate studio, and there’s a busy programme of 
screenings in the 120 seat cinema. 

The extensive exhibition programme focuses on the very 
best in international contemporary art. A host of classes 
are available including dance, drama, music, poetry, 
pottery, photography and more.

Ever popular with student audiences are comedy and 
live music nights, with big names recently appearing 
including Jimmy Carr, Rhod Gilbert, Mark Watson and The 
Kaiser Chiefs and Paolo Nuttini.

The Arts Centre offers a range of shops, including a craft 
shop, dance shop, and the University’s official bookshop. 
Students receive a 10% discount on set texts in the 
bookshop with a valid student card. Plus it is also home to 
a number of popular cafes and bars.

There is a wealth of opportunities for 
you to experience different cultural 
activities at Aberystwyth, whether it’s 
a trip to the theatre, watching a film or 
comedy act, taking part in DJing events, 
or being part of a choir. You can do it all 
at Aberystwyth.

Amongst its many events, the Arts Centre hosts the University’s graduation ceremonies
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Theatre 
The Arts Centre presents a diverse range from musical theatre and 
Shakespeare, to opera, magical children’s theatre, puppetry and physical 
theatre. It also screens live links to performances by the National Theatre, RSC 
and Shakespeare’s Globe. There are also plenty of opportunities for you to be 
involved in the Art Centre’s theatre groups and to perform here, and in the 
twenty plus theatre groups in town. 

Popular performances are regularly presented in the University’s Department 
of Theatre, Film and Television’s four studio theatres as well as other spaces 
around the town and the campus. These range from works linked to the degree 
syllabus, to other innovative and experimental work (outside of the curriculum) 
written, produced and presented by departmental staff and students. In both 
semesters of their final year, drama, theatre and scenography students present 
their degree performances. All of this work is available for you to see.

Film
Aberystwyth has three cinemas. The Arts Centre’s cinema 
is situated on campus and offers a huge range of films 
throughout the year, seven days a week. It has full 3D 
technology and screens art-house and foreign-language 
films as well as new releases, plus it links to live performances 
from around the globe. It hosts a number of film festivals, 

in which students are encouraged to get involved. The ‘Cult 
Film Programme’ is run in conjunction with the Department 
of Theatre, Film and Television Studies.

Aberystwyth hosts the WOW (Wales One World) 
Festival, which is unique in the UK. It showcases a small 
programme of top quality films from the continents 
of Africa, Asia, and Latin America, screened at the Arts 
Centre. Abertoir is a unique horror film festival at the Arts 
Centre which is fast becoming a ‘must see’ event for horror 
film fans from all over the UK.

The Commodore cinema in town is a family-run cinema 
and bar that shows all the new releases; and the Drwm is 
the National Library’s multimedia auditorium. It regularly 
screens classics and excitingly, silent films with live piano 
performances. The National Library’s Screen and Sound 
Archive of Wales houses a comprehensive and unequalled 
collection of films, television programmes, videos, sound 
recordings and music. 
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Music
The Arts Centre offers a comprehensive range of musical 
performances ranging from classical (BBC National 
Orchestra of Wales, the University’s Philomusica) to blues, 
jazz, rock and roll, and chart; the list is endless. There 
are also several good opportunities to participate in 
organised classes and more informal jamming sessions.

If you are interested in music, the University Music Centre 
offers a broad programme for both performers and listeners, 
with many opportunities to get involved. Philomusica is the 
University’s 100-strong symphony orchestra which enjoys an 
excellent reputation. There are also more informal groups for 
wind, string and brass instruments. If you enjoy singing, there 
are numerous choirs you can join, ranging from classical to 
madrigal and showtime. 

Music scholarships are available for experienced 
orchestral musicians (www.aber.ac.uk/en/scholarships-
bursaries/music). The Aberystwyth Music Club hosts 
a regular recital programme that always includes 
internationally acclaimed performers.

Aberystwyth offers an exhilarating and eclectic range 
of musical activities - such as Latin, classical, folk, blues 
and jazz, soul, garage and is on the Radio 1 In New Music 
We Trust circuit. Venues range from the architecturally 
impressive Concert Hall in the Arts Centre to a cosy 
pub.  As well as the big name bands who play at the Arts 
Centre, many other bands play in Aberystwyth, from that 
ubiquitous pub-blues band to local and student bands. The 
gigs are usually cheap and the music good and diverse.

Festivals and Musical Events
• Big Tribute - Wales’ first ever festival weekender made 

up exclusively of tribute acts, held in Lovesgrove a few 
miles outside Aberystwyth. A family friendly festival 
with over 30 bands playing across two stages, usually 
held in August.

• Aberystwyth MusicFest - Hundreds of musicians from 
all over the world descend on Aberystwyth in July for 
the annual MusicFest. A weeklong festival of classical 
concerts and a summer school for aspiring musicians.

• MidMad - is the annual day of free outdoor music for 
everyone to enjoy

Take a class…
There’s a huge range of short courses and workshops 
available on-campus and in town - they vary from term 
to term but here’s an idea of what’s available and where. 
The Arts Centre offers daytime and evening classes in 
both performing and visual arts, ranging from ceramics 
and life drawing to photography and animation. There 
are often lectures and talks arranged to coincide with a 
particular artist’s exhibition or performance. The School of 
Art organises a number of classes which vary from year to 
year. The School of Education and Lifelong Learning offers 
a broad range of courses including drawing, painting, 
landscape, the still life, interiors, abstraction, sculpture, 
textiles, land art, willow sculpture, art history, Photoshop, 
web design and ceramics. 
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Art
The Arts Centre is recognised by the Arts 
Council of Wales as one of the major 
galleries in Wales and is the principal 
regional contemporary art gallery for 
mid and west Wales. Exhibition spaces 
include Gallery 1, an elegant purpose-
built space which showcases the very best 
of contemporary art including painting, 
sculpture, installations and new media 
and digital work; Gallery 2 provides a 
focus for print and photography work; 
the Café Gallery offers a more informal 
setting for smaller scale work; and ‘The 
Box’ showcases artist’s films and new media work. The 
Ceramics Gallery showcases the best in contemporary 
ceramics from around the world and is also home to the 
University’s outstanding Ceramic Collection.

The School of Art stages numerous exhibitions every 
year, showcasing items from its own collections, works 
by staff and students of the School of Art, works by 
selected artists, and national touring exhibitions. A 
number of exhibitions organised by the School have also 
been displayed at major public galleries and museums 
throughout the UK. 

The National Library of Wales houses an important 
collection of Welsh paintings, drawings, prints and 
photographs, displayed in changing exhibitions. It hosts 
touring shows and curates its own exhibitions.

There are several independent galleries around town 
as well as informal exhibitions in cafés and restaurants. 
The Ceredigion Museum also has a lively programme of 
exhibitions in the Coliseum auditorium and the gallery. 
MOMA Wales, located in nearby Machynlleth, houses a fine 
collection of works by artists from 1900 with an emphasis 
on artists living or working in Wales. It hosts regular 
exhibitions and festivals throughout the year.

A full size rhinoceros by Stephanie 
Quayle for the Arts Centre’s 
International Ceramics Festival, using 
heavily grogged sculptors’ clay



Postgraduate study brings with it a range of challenges and new opportunities, 
whether you are continuing from an undergraduate programme or joining us after time 
out from formal study. Alongside your academic department, we will do all we can to 
strengthen and enhance your performance, so that you get the very best from your 
postgraduate career.

International Support and Advice
Based at the University’s International Office, our 
International Student Advisor provides advice and 
support to international students on a wide range of 
issues, as well as providing specialist advice and help with 
applying for Tier 4 student visas. See www.aber.ac.uk/en/
international/support

Research training
The University’s Graduate School has developed a 
Research Development Programme (see page 16) 
to ensure you have access to high-quality research 
training. The interdisciplinary programme contains a 
series or generic and subject-specific modules to help 

you complete your studies and further your career, and 
covers aspects such a ethics, quantitative and qualitative 
methods, public engagement, impact of research, writing 
school, viva preparation, and leadership. 

Student learning support
Support is available for all students to help with 
academic writing, participation in seminars and lectures, 
presentation skills, and use of the University’s network- 
based academic resources. This includes semester-long 
courses in writing, communication and information 
skills (non-credit bearing); modules in academic writing 
and communications (credit bearing); and individual 
consultations on aspects of your writing.

SupportingYou

 +44 (0)1970 621761               www.aber.ac.uk/en/student-support               student-support@aber.ac.uk
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Student Welcome Centre
The Student Welcome Centre is your one-stop shop for 
advice and information on a range of support services 
including, student finance and money management, 
disability and specific learning differences.

Our Welcome Desk is your first port of call for general 
enquiries about support services and any complaints or 
concerns you may have and indeed, any compliments you 
may wish to make. All feedback is welcomed as this helps 
us to improve our University experience for all students. 
The desk is open Monday to Thursday, 9am–5pm and 
Friday, 9am–4pm.

Advice, Information and Money Service
The Student Advice, Information and Money Service 
provides information, advice, support and referral on a 
wide range of issues. If you are unsure about where to 
go for advice or assistance please contact us. No issue is 
too big or too small. Our service is confidential, non-
judgmental and free of charge. We have a drop-in service 
(see website for details) or you can make an appointment 
with an Adviser by contacting our Student Welcome Desk.

The student advisers are accredited with The National 
Association of Student Money Advisers (NASMA) 
and are able to offer professional advice on money 
management or any issues with Student Finance. They 
can also give advice and guidance on any queries relating 
to accommodation, academic progress, University 
procedures or eligibility for Hardship funds.

Accessibility Services
   01970 621761
   disability@aber.ac.uk

The University welcomes applications from disabled 
students and those with specific learning differences, 
and considers them on the same academic grounds as 
those for other candidates. We advise you to consider, 
before applying, the requirements of your chosen course, 
identifying any elements that might present particular 
difficulties. We recommend that you visit the University 
campus and your department of choice to investigate 
the support that may be available, explore facilities and 
discuss specific needs.

Our Student Accessibility Advisers are happy to help 
before you apply. It is important that you contact your 
department and our advisers as early as possible as it 
may take time to arrange adjustments and organise 
support. We also recommend that you contact our 
Student Accessibility Advisers to discuss a study needs 
assessment and to get advice on grants, such as the 
Disabled Students’ Allowance (DSA). Our advisers can 

arrange support workers, including for one-to-one study 
skills support, note-takers, mentors and library assistance. 
Individual examination arrangements may be available for 
students with a range of impairments including specific 
learning differences such as dyslexia and dyspraxia.

Resident Tutors
All halls of residences have a support network of Resident 
Tutors, who will contact you on your arrival to welcome 
you to your residential community. Their role is to help 
you settle in and make the most of your opportunities 
beyond the classroom and, where needed, enable you 
to access the entire range of support services within the 
University.

Student Well-being Services
   01970 622087
   studentwellbeing@aber.ac.uk

Student Well-being Services provide advice and guidance 
on a range of health matters, including emotional and 
sexual well-being, and includes our mental health, health 
promotion and counselling provision. Appointments are 
preferred, but not always necessary. The Student Well-
being Services are in addition to, but not a substitute for, 
your own GP. Although we work closely with local GPs and 
hospital services to ensure that you get good care and 
attention when needed, it is important that you register 
with a local GP practice on arrival in Aberystwyth. Services 
are available Monday to Thursday, 9am–4.30pm and 
Friday, 9am–4pm.

Childcare
Childcare provision includes a nursery in a purpose-built 
building opposite Penglais campus. Childcare can also be 
arranged to cover school INSET days and bank holidays, 
providing there is sufficient demand (advance booking 
required). 

Nightline
This is a national, independent listening service run by 
students, for students. This confidential helpline, email 
and instant messaging service runs from 8pm to 8am 
Tuesdays to Sundays during term time on 01970 622166 
and nightline@aber.ac.uk

Advice
The Students' Union runs an Advice Centre, staffed by 
professional advisors providing independent support and 
representation, whether academic, housing or financial, 
for students who may find themselves needing support 
while at university.

35Student Life at Aber
Aberystwyth University

mailto:disability@aber.ac.uk
mailto:studentwellbeing@aber.ac.uk
mailto:nightline@aber.ac.uk


Learning Support 
Facilities At Aberystwyth we have excellent libraries, 

learning resources, computing and teaching 
equipment as well as other facilities to help 
you succeed in your studies.Libraries

At Aberystwyth you will enjoy access to a very well-
equipped library service, providing study places for 
around 1000 students, with a variety of individual and 
group study areas. The University's libraries house more 
than 644,000 books, provide access to more than 150,000 
e-books, subscribe to over 45,000 periodical titles, and hold 
a substantial DVD collection. They are open for up to 91 
hours a week during term time. The Hugh Owen Library is 
open for periods of 24-hour access during term-times.

On the Penglais campus the Hugh Owen Library houses 
materials in the humanities, life sciences, social sciences, 
education, rural studies and Welsh. The Physical Sciences 
Library also houses materials for physics, mathematics and 
computer science.

The Thomas Parry Library on the Llanbadarn Centre 
houses materials for information studies, law and 
criminology, management and business. It is also home 
to several special collections including the Appleton 
Collection, Horton Collection, Oliver Simon Collection, 
Private Press and Children’s Collection and is an European 
Documentation Centre.

A wide range of electronic resources including e-journals 
and e-books are available on and off-campus, allowing 24 
hour access to key readings.

Postgraduate Centre

A new study centre was recently opened for the sole use 
of our postgraduate students. Based on the ground floor 
of the Llandinam building, Penglais Campus, it offers quiet 
study spaces (both an open-plan and private cubicles), a 
central printer, lockers for personal use, a seminar room 
equipped with visual display facilities, and a social lounge 
and kitchen area. 

Language laboratory
The Language Laboratory offers excellent facilities for 
the intensive practice of linguistic skills. The laboratory 
is based upon sophisticated computing packages which 
assist you to learn a wide variety of languages (including 
English, German, French, Italian, Spanish, Welsh and other 
languages).

The Rosser lounge is one 
of several relaxed working 
spaces located around our 
campuses, which provide 
a communal working 
environment, close to our 
halls of residences
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E-learning and teaching
Aberystwyth University provides a range of resources 
to support learning and teaching. Our online learning 
environment is AberLearn Blackboard, where students can 
access material relating to their course including recorded 
lectures, e-submission for assignments, announcements 
and interactive tools such as discussion boards, blogs, 
wikis and podcasts. Other tools available at Aberystwyth 
include Questionmark Perception for online exams, and 
the Quizdom interactive voting system for in-class use. In 
addition, our recently enhanced teaching rooms contain 
the latest teaching equipment. 

Computing facilities
There are around 800 computers available for student 
use in libraries and dedicated computer rooms, some of 
which are available 24-hour, across all University locations. 
In addition to Windows and Office, these computers offer 
a range of specialist software to support your studies. 
Combined printing, photocopying and scanning facilities 
are provided in locations across our campuses.

Aberystwyth has a high speed computing network 
available to all students and staff. The wireless network 
covers all University administrative and teaching buildings 
and most residences. Every room in halls has a network 
point and Information Services has a dedicated team of 
staff to support students using their own computers in 
halls of residence. We offer a range of computing and 
media equipment available for loan.

Information Services support
Support and advice on using our library, IT and media 
facilities and services is freely available in person at any 
of our Enquiry Desks in our libraries, as well as via email, 
online chat and social media.

The National Library of Wales
Situated right next to Penglais Campus is the 
National Library of Wales, one of only five copyright 
libraries in Britain entitled to receive a copy of 
every book published in the UK. As a student at 
Aberystwyth you have free access to the National 
Library’s 6 million books and journals, 5 million 
digital images and electronic resources, 30,000 rare 
manuscripts, 1.5million maps, and 7million feet of 
film, 15km of unique archives, and much more.

Enterprise Support
Aberystwyth University supports students and graduates 
who wish to start a new businesses locally, particularly 
where these businesses are related to the knowledge and 
expertise of the University. 'Aberpreneurs' is run by the 
University’s Research, Business and Innovation team and 
helps clients with information, advice, training, space and 
funding including:

• Business start-up and enterprise support, including GSS 
Enterprise Bursaries worth up to £6,000, and one-to-
one coaching and mentoring 

• 'Aberpreneurs' events including 'Enterprise 
Wednesdays'

• Business start-up surgeries to discuss business ideas 
and options in confidence

• Enterprise competitions

Science Park
The Science Park is located next to the University’s 
campuses and encourages interaction between industry 
and academics. Several of the companies on the Science 
Park were initially established through the University’s 
own research work, indicating the commitment of 
departments to practical research and development work.



Accommodation
Our accommodation is situated within easy reach of the campus so there is no 
need for costly commuting. We offer a wide range of postgraduate accommodation 
from residences with shared facilities to self-contained studios, as well as en-suite 
self-catered accommodation, with a range of licence lengths from 39 weeks – 50 
weeks. Whatever your requirements, we aim to provide you with an option that 
will suit you and your budget. We also guarantee accommodation for all first year 
students*.

Applying for University accommodation
Once you have met the terms of your offer to study at 
Aberystwyth University and confirmed your place on the 
course, from mid-March onwards in the year of entry, 
the Accommodation Office will contact you by e-mail 
and post inviting you to apply for accommodation. 
Information will be provided on how to access and 
complete our online application form which opens from 
the 1st April.

To find out more about what accommodation options 
we have available and to download our Accommodation 
at Aberystwyth guide please visit our website at  
www.aber.ac.uk/en/accommodation

The Private Sector
Although the University accommodates a large number 
of students, some opt to move into the private sector. The 
Accommodation Office offers a private sector advisory 
service, which includes maintaining a private sector 
database, answering any queries you may have, as well as 
checking tenancy agreements.

Family Accommodation
If you wish to bring your family with you, there are 
a limited number of places available in University 
accommodation. Accommodation for families is also 
available in the private sector and the Accommodation 
Office can help you locate a suitable property.

Value for money accommodation starts at just over 
£78 per week and many of our rooms offer spectacular 
scenic views. To help you with your work all of our study 
bedrooms have free access to the web, and most offer wi-
fi connections. The price per week also includes all energy 
costs and a high level of contents insurance. 

In order to ensure the highest standards, we have 
invested over £48m in new student residences at Fferm 
Penglais and we also have a continuing programme 
of refurbishment for a number of our residences. Each 
residence is a vibrant community with its own distinctive 
character offering you a safe and secure environment in 
which to socialise, study and relax.

Self-catered residences
This accommodation is arranged in either flats or 
individual houses to accommodate between 2 and 
10 people, with fully fitted kitchens to offer you the 
independence to cater for yourself. Apart from our en-
suite accommodation all self-catered residences offer 
shared bathroom facilities including toilets, wash basins 
(some bedrooms also contain a wash basin), showers and/
or baths. Costs per week start from approximately £78 
(budget single), to £95.20 (standard single) with en-suite 
rooms starting from £109.90. Our new residence Fferm 
Penglais also provides en-suite rooms (£123.20), as well as 
self-contained studios for £136.50.

We do normally allocate separate blocks of residences to 
Postgraduate students.

 +44(0)1970 622984                      www.aber.ac.uk/accommodation                      accommodation@aber.ac.uk

   /AberUni.AccommodationOffice

*To qualify for a guaranteed place you must ensure that your accommodation application is received by the 1st September in the 
year of entry and that you respond to the offer of accommodation by the deadline date detailed in the Accommodation Offer. Please 
note that a place in University owned or managed accommodation is guaranteed, but not a specific type of room or location.
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GUARANTEED 
first year accommodation
for postgraduates

A typical room in our brand new Fferm Penglais residences



Students’ Union

  01970 621700                                www.abersu.co.uk                            union@aber.ac.uk

Aberystwyth University's Students’ Union is at the heart of student life. Run by 
elected student officers, the Union exists to enhance your student experience 
through encouraging participation, supporting development, and providing 
representation and quality services.

All students are automatically members of the Students' 
Union giving you access to a wide range of opportunities 
and services. Benefits of being a member include the NUS 
Extra Card, and a discounted bus pass to help get around 
Aberystwyth. You will have a platform to voice your 
opinions, whether it be on aspects of your course or on 
university issues through the Students’ Union Council, or 
by becoming an Academic Representative.

Open all year-round, the Union offers a sociable and 
relaxing space to study, unwind or participate in activities. 
The Union is the perfect place to grab a coffee or a bite 
to eat between lectures – choose from Starbucks, Stone 
Willy’s pizza, tasty options from the Bakery, and plenty of 
other hot food from the bar and the Underground.

As well as running the campus bars and shop, the 
entertainments team ensure a busy and full programme 
of events for the year, and organise the annual Summer 
Ball. During Welcome Week a host of events and activities 
are run to enable you to explore everything on offer. They 

also run Rugby 7s and Superteams – two events not to be 
missed whether you are a player or spectator.

Advice Centre
The Advice Centre is a free, friendly Students' Union 
service available to all Aberystwyth University students. 
Their primary objective is to make a positive impact on 
the lives of students through the provision of advice, 
information, advocacy and representation.

The Centre is staffed by a professional team of advisers 
who offer a confidential, impartial and independent 
service to students on a diverse range of issues. They 
are a member of Advice UK and are totally independent 
from the University so you can be assured that all 
enquiries are dealt with in the strictest of confidence. 
The Advice Centre is now also operating an additional 
service at Llanbadarn Campus. More details about the 
service, as well as the areas that they support students 
with, is available on the website.
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Aberystwyth offers a wide range of sports activities, to suit all levels and abilities. 
From the more competitive inter-university sports leagues (BUCS), to the more 
relaxed intra-mural recreational games, you can do both here. You don’t have 
to be particularly sporty to enjoy the range of activities and classes available at 
Aberystwyth. In addition to the great outdoors, the Sports Centre on campus offers 
a wide range of fitness and well-being classes designed to help you maintain a 
healthier lifestyle in a way that suits you.

The Sports Centre
The Sports Centre and student sport clubs work closely 
together to ensure you receive the best possible sport 
and exercise experience during your time here at 
Aberystwyth University. We passionately believe that 
sport and exercise can benefit everyone, and the Centre 
is accessible to all students. Membership packages 
represent great value for money and open doors to 
a wide range of sport and exercise. You can tailor the 
package you want and gain rewards for regular use. 

Sports and lifestyle

   Aberystwyth University Sports Centre                                       /AberSport

   01970 622280                                                     www.aber.ac.uk/sportscentre                                                     sports@aber.ac.uk
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Our on-campus Sports Centre, together with the other University facilities in town, offer you:

• 6 Elite training venues under one 
roof @AberSport #6in1

• Strength and Conditioning 
• Cardio Theatre
• Women's only studio
• Plate-loaded room
• Spinning Studio
• 400 metre 2-lane track
• On-campus indoor swimming pool 

and saunarium

• 2 sports halls
• Dance/exercise studio
• All-weather sand-dressed floodlit 

hockey/football pitch
• Floodlit 3G pitch
• 2 squash courts
• 9 badminton courts
• 2 basketball courts
• 3 volleyball courts
• Access to the town tennis club

• Indoor climbing wall
• An equestrian centre
• 48 acres of sports pitches (football, 

rugby, American Football, lacrosse)
• Two grass cricket wickets, an 

artificial wicket and nets (indoor 
and out)

• Specialist facilities for water sports 
including a boathouse

Our programmes of fitness and well-being classes cater for all levels of fitness. With motivating 
instructors, great tunes and fabulous fitness results, these include...

Fitness classes
• Group Cardio Training sessions – Aerobics, Circuits, 

Step, Zumba, Bokwa, Insanity
• Group Toning Training sessions – Core Stability, 

Bodyfit, Dumbbell Workout, AX, Zumba Toning
• Spinning® - Spinning gives you a great, fun workout 

as well as instruction on basic cycling drills, motivation 
and fitness

Aqua classes
• Triathlon Swim – coaching 

sessions with Welsh Coach 
of the Year

• Aqua Gym - a fabulous 
workout in deep water, 
suspended by floatation 
belts that allow you to work 
in an effective, but entirely 
safe manner

Mind and body classes
• Ashtanga Yoga - one of the more intense styles, using 

a series of postures practised in a flowing and dynamic 
way so as to create and maintain heat in the body

• Hatha Yoga - teaches us to focus on the presence 
of working moment to moment and consists of the 
postures (asanas) and breath control (pranayama)

• Pilates - a whole body floor-work based core training 
exercise class combining strength, stretch, mobility and 
relaxation, with particular concentration on posture 
and the abdominals

• Back Care - aimed at those with chronic back pain, 
who would like to improve core strength and hopefully 
reduce instances of recurring back problems
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Family Life 
and your Studies

Aberystwyth is a fantastic area to raise your children in. As well as offering an 
array of leisure facilities for different aged children and great education, its natural 
surroundings offer a wealth of activities, from walking on the coastal path, and 
enjoying the beach to watching the red kites being fed in Bwlch Nant yr Arian. 
Between the schools, leisure centre and the Arts Centre your children can choose 
from a vast range of clubs and classes to be a part of, from ballet and dance lessons, 
to rugby, football and swimming clubs – it’s all available for them here.

If you’re thinking of bringing your children with you whilst 
you study, take some time to look at what’s available to 
you, and be sure to get in touch with the appropriate 
people as early as you can.

Childcare 
The University's childcare provision includes a nursery in 
a new purpose-built building opposite Penglais campus. 
Full and part-time places are available in the nursery 
for children between the ages of 6 weeks and 5 years. 
Childcare can also be arranged to cover school INSET days 
and bank holidays, providing there is sufficient demand. 
Comprehensive childcare is available during the induction 
week. Early written communication is advised if a child 
has individual requirements. The University also maintains 
a list of local registered childminders. Visit our website for 
further information: www.aber.ac.uk/en/childcare/

Schools 
There are a range of good quality Welsh medium schools 
in the county, and a number of English language schools 
too. Ceredigion invests heavily in its education provision, 
and a full list of schools and further information can be 
found on the Council’s website: www.ceredigion.gov.uk/
English/Resident

Family Accommodation
If you wish to bring your family with you, there are 
a limited number of places available in University 
accommodation. Accommodation for families is also 
available in the private sector and the Accommodation 
Office can help you locate a suitable property (www.aber.
ac.uk/en/accommodation/).

Extra financial support for students who 
are parents
As a parent wanting to return to learning, you could be 
entitled to some additional funding. What is available to 
you does depend though on where you live. Here’s an 
idea of what is available…

• Childcare Grant - full-time higher education students 
with children under 15 (or 17 if they have special 
educational needs) could be entitled to a grant to cover 
a bulk of the childcare costs

• Parents’ Learning Allowance - helps with course-
related costs, if you have dependent children, worth up 
to £1,500 depending on household income

• Adults’ Dependants Grant - for parents who have 
an adult depending on them financially, worth up to 
£2,757 a year

• Child Tax Credit - students with dependent children 
may be entitled to claim Child Tax Credit. Student 
loans and grants to meet the costs of tuition fees, 
childcare and other course-related costs are not 
treated as income for tax credits purposes. You can get 
more information from the HM Revenue and Customs 
helpline on 0845 300 3900 or by visiting the website at: 
www.hmrc.gov.uk/taxcredits

Certain groups of full-time students, including single 
parents, student couples with dependent children and 
some disabled students may be eligible for income-
related benefits, including housing benefit. Ask your local 
Jobcentre Plus office or your local authority for further 
information about what you could receive.

For more information on the financial support that’s 
available to you, visit your government website.
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Art History and  
Fine Art

100% of research impact assessed as 
WORLD-LEADING and  
INTERNATIONALLY EXCELLENT, 
 Research Excellence Framework 2014

100% of our postgraduates were  
IN WORK AND/OR FURTHER STUDY 
6 MONTHS AFTER GRADUATION, 
8% more than the national average



The University’s Arts Centre is one of the largest in the UK 
and a major venue for exhibitions by contemporary artists 
and designers including Grayson Perry, Damien Hirst, 
William Kentridge and Tracey Emin. The National Library 
of Wales, adjacent to the campus, is a major UK research 
resource with collections of paintings, works on paper, 
film and photography.

The School’s two accredited museum collections are 
a major source of primary research material for staff, 
students and external scholars. The Museum houses 
extensive collections of original artworks comprising 
some 22,000 prints, photographs, drawings and 
watercolours, ceramics and decorative art. It holds one of 
the UK’s most extensive collections of original prints from 
the fifteenth century to the present day as well as our 
renowned collection of studio ceramics. Our collections 
are unique in Wales and are of international importance.

For our fine artists, the School is particularly well 
equipped in all areas of the graphic arts: a multi-media 
digital suite is complemented by studios and workshops 
for etching, wood engraving and other forms of relief 
printmaking, screen print, and stone and plate lithography 
run by a Tamarind-trained master printer.

Our research degrees
The School offers MPhil and PhDs in Art History, and PhD 
in Fine Art. Doctoral students will have two academic 
supervisors throughout their studies, and discipline-
specific research training will be tailored to your particular 
needs and delivered as part of the supervisory process, 
seminars, workshops and short courses. 

The PhD in Fine Art represents an independent and 
original contribution to creative work in fine art practice, 
and culminates in the public exhibition of a substantial 
body of creative work; which is accompanied by a thesis. 
In its intellectual substance, conceptual intent, and its 
range and complexity, this exhibition should represent a 
coherent, focused body of works manifesting a carefully 
developed critical attitude. 

The PhD in Art History constitutes an independent and 
original contribution to the study of art and visual culture. 
The doctoral thesis is intended for students who wish 
to pursue a sustained study of Art History with a view to 
producing original research.

Taught degrees
Art History.................................................................................................................50
Fine Art ........................................................................................................................50
Fine Art and Art History ................................................................................51

The School
The School of Art occupies one the finest examples of 
architecture in Aberystwyth. Only a five minute walk from 
the town centre, and ten minutes from the University’s 
Penglais campus, the Grade II listed Edwardian building 
has been carefully adapted to meet the needs of today’s 
fine art and art history education. The School delivers 
taught and research programmes that offer you practical, 
historical or curatorial study of art; wide-ranging studies 
in British art history, including the visual culture of 
Wales (with vocation-oriented modules that may involve 
exhibition curation, database building, art gallery 
education); and fine art practice in image, text and sound 
(painting, printmaking, drawing, photography, illustration, 
film, installation and site-specific performance).

Our graduate community
The School of Art offers a lively and cosmopolitan 
community of students. All research students have 24-
hour access to their dedicated workspaces, computing 
facilities, studios and workshops. While students interact 
formally through discipline-specific and research skills 
seminars, there are regular opportunities to meet at 
public lectures, workshops and exhibition private views. 
Research students are involved in the organisation of the 
School’s public lectures and the selection of invited artists, 
art historians and curators. You will be encouraged to 
become involved in teaching, deliver papers, exhibit your 
work and submit articles for publication, as well as pursue 
hands-on engagement with exhibition preparation, 
installation and curation. In the 2014 Research Excellence 
Framework, 75% of the Department’s publications 
and exhibitions undertaken were of an internationally 
recognised standard or higher.

Facilities
The School houses spacious, well-lit studios, darkrooms, print 
workshops, a Mac suite, lecture theatres and seminar rooms, as 
well as a museum, galleries and an internationally-recognised 
art collection. There is a lively arts community in Aberystwyth 
and you will have access to a wealth of resources through 
nearby galleries, libraries, artist groups and events.

Established in 1917, the School of Art comprises a team of staff with strong and distinctive 
research profiles who are engaged with the practice, history and curation of art. In providing 
a stimulating research environment for its students, the School supports its postgraduates to 
undertake specialised or interdisciplinary work that has value, impact, scope and relevance.

 +44 (0)1970 622460                                www.aber.ac.uk/en/art                                artschool@aber.ac.uk
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Our research

Staff at the School aim to produce research of international 
significance that has value, impact, scope and relevance. 
We are a team of researchers who are involved with the 
histories, theories and practice of art. Our staff engage 
with visual and textual materials in their widest cultural, 
historical, technical and theoretical contexts. 

The collaborative, interdisciplinary and international 
dimension of our research projects, and the diversity of 
our creative endeavours, is evidenced by our work with 
high-profile national, international and regional partners 
such as the Royal Academy of Arts, Birmingham Museum 
and Art Gallery, National Museum of Wales, National Library 
of Wales, Art Gallery of New South Wales, Tamarind Institute 
(Albuquerque), Staatliches Museum München and the 
Courtauld Institute. These have generated publications, 
conferences, exhibitions, residencies and collaborative 
print publishing. In addition, we are one of the main 
drivers of Welsh art research and are mindful of our special 
commitment to the visual culture and heritage of Wales.

In Art History, our research is focussed on the retrieval, 
preservation, reassessment and re-presentation of artists, 
practices and artefacts that have been lost, marginalized 
or overlooked. In Fine Art, our researchers are dedicated 
to the technical and conceptual practices of painting and 
drawing, illustration, photography and printmaking as 
well as installation, video and sound. Through publication, 
exhibition, conference, residencies, public speaking, 
broadcast and online databases staff reach an ever wider 
range of beneficiaries: academics and students, curators, 
auction houses, dealers, broadcasters, private collectors, 
the press and general public.

Research clusters,
collaborations and networks
Hidden Histories: uncovering our lost cultural capital
Uncovering the past, rediscovering and re-evaluating, staff 
make accessible work hitherto excluded from the canon 
due simply to a paucity of information or lack of exposure 
to the artworks, artists and collectors and their practices. 
Sourcing, documenting, interpreting and displaying difficult-
to-access artworks and archival materials, our researchers 
advance our understanding of the personal, professional 
and institutional forces that shape and maintain artistic 
heritage. Working on discrete yet interconnected projects, 
staff disseminate their research through touring exhibitions, 
publications and public appearances. In recovering and 
exhibiting marginalized art, from early 20th-century British 
printmakers for the Royal Academy and overlooked Welsh 
painters for the National Library of Wales to PreRaphaelite 

artists for Birmingham Museum and Art Gallery, Nazi-era 
photographers for London’s German Historical Institute, and 
Australian artists working in post-war Britain, our staff offer 
a new appreciation of once important figures, historical 
practices and artefacts.

School of Art Museum, incorporating the Ceramic 
Collection and Archive
The fine and decorative art collections of the Museum 
provide a focus for funded research projects and 
postgraduate study. Staff disseminate their research 
through the curation of touring exhibitions, the 
publication of books, catalogues and articles, the delivery 
of public lectures, and through project or field-dedicated 
websites and online databases. Much of the research 
involves original investigation leading to new knowledge 
and improved insights into the collections. Originally 
based on the early records of the Craft Potters’ Association 
of Great Britain, the Ceramic Archive now collects print, 
audio, video and electronic documentation relating to 
contemporary and studio ceramics.

Material Culture of the Photograph Research Project
The project builds on the established strengths and 
interest in photographic and lens-based research at the 
School. It encourages the development of unique enquiries 
into photographic processes, the photograph as an 
object (collected, read, stored, displayed, iconicised), and 
photographic production and consumption. The project 
is engaged in the scholarly exploration of historic and 
alternative photographic processes as the basis for fine 
art practice and art historical research; work that explores 
the notion (and reliability) of the photograph as material 
evidence of something that has been (the esoteric, the 
document, the fragment); image making as a mode 
through which generic notions of identity and memory can 
be explored; and a line of investigation testing readings of 
the photographic image as popular culture.

Australian Artists in Britain Project
Australian Artists in Britain is a project that centres on the 
lives of Australian artists who worked in Britain during 
the 1950s and early 1960s. Interviews recorded in London 
and throughout Australia with surviving artists and their 
families, gallery directors, leading critics and historians in 
the field, form an archive resource that eventually will be 
available to other scholars and researchers.

 The project complements existing oral history resources 
such as the Hazel de Berg tapes at the National Library of 
Australia, the National Archives of Australia in Canberra, 
and the Hyman Kreitman Research Centre at Tate Britain. 
The project consolidates on-going collaboration with 
other research centres in Britain and Australia, such as the 
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Menzies Centre for Australian Studies and The National 
Centre for Australian Studies at Monash University, 
Melbourne. It also aims at strengthening the profile of 
Australian studies within Wales, pioneered by the Centre 
for Australian Studies at Lampeter.

Collaborative Fine Art Print Publishing
Collaborative print publishing was established at the School 
of Art in 2000. This has principally involved collaboration 
with visiting artists, providing technical assistance in the 
preparation of lithography stones and plates as well as the 
proofing and editioning prints. The programme has helped 
develop meaningful links between education, the teaching 
of printmaking, research in traditional, digital and cross-
disciplinary media and professional practice. Opportunities 
arise within the program for students to become involved, to 
meet artists, to help and learn about professional approaches 
to collaboration, printing and editioning. At least one print 
from each collaboration is retained by The School of Art for its 
Museum. Recent collaborations have involved Anne Desmet 
RA, Mary Lloyd Jones, Marcelle Hanselaar, Jin Baoping, Wuon 
Gean Ho, Shani Rhys James MBE and David Tress.

eye(ai)–ear(i. (r)) Research Project
eye(ai)–ear(i.(r)) is variously a group, a forum, a network, 
a community, an attitude, a perception, a way of 
thinking and doing, an interface, and a platform. It was 
established in 2010 and is situated at the School of Art, 
and provides a context for the intermodal, intermedial 
and interdisciplinary study of vision and audition. 
It is directed at visual artists, performance artists, 
dancers, choreographers, musicians, sonic artists, text 
practitioners and computer scientists with an interest in 
audiovisual technologies. The project aims to encourage 
a creative interplay between image, sound, and text-
based activities; engage the history and theory of these 
interactions; explore the questions and issues faced by 
practitioners and theoreticians who seek to work outside 
the boundaries of their habitual discipline; facilitate an 
exchange of ideas, collaborative projects, and occasions 
for practitioners to perform or exhibit audiovisual 
artworks; and develop links between academics, 
independent (and groups of ) professionals, enthusiastic 
members of the public, and relevant public institutions.

The School of Art is located in a beautiful Grade II listed 
Edwardian building, which has been carefully adapted to 
meet the needs of today’s fine art and art history students.



Our taught degrees

 Art History
This Masters aims to extend your  knowledge and 
experience of Art History. The teaching offers training 
in research methodologies, provides a combination of 
applied research and vocational training, and stimulates 
vigorous intellectual inquiry. In every area of this program, 
you will be encouraged to contribute to the School’s 
academic knowledge of art and art history through 
your own research. You will also be able to participate in 
seminars to communicate orally and critically about your 
work. 

You will have the opportunity to submit articles for 
publication and curate your own exhibition from the art 
collections to develop your engagement with critical and 
public opinion. Our Art History research students have the 
unique advantage of access to studios and workshops, 
photographic and digital equipment, and two accredited 
museums to benefit their research. This ensures that the 
study of Art History is closely related to, and informed by, 
the experiences and techniques under discussion.

Vocational training also takes place through the Research 
Project module in which you undertake art historical 
research involving applied skills such as gallery education, 
cataloguing and database work, archive and oral history 
projects, or the curation of exhibitions. After working 
closely with a supervisor who guides you on every 
aspect of your research, you will submit a 15,000-word 
dissertation.

Modules you will study on this course include:

• Art and Visual Culture 
• Research Project
• Vocational Practice
• Dissertation

Key Facts
Degree type: MA

Course code: V393

Duration: 1 year (full-time) or 2 years (part-time)

 Fine Art
This Masters is designed for students who wish to 
pursue the study of fine art through art practice with 
the goal of becoming professional artists. It provides 
you with an excellent opportunity to develop your 
artistic skills, understanding and technical aptitudes. 
In every area of this course, technical, stylistic, and 
conceptual experimentation is encouraged. You will 
also be able to participate in seminars to communicate 
orally and critically about your own and colleagues’ 
works. You will also have the opportunity to exhibit your 
work to contextualise your practice and develop your 
engagement with critical and public opinion. 

One of the central strengths of this course is your 
personal development as an artist. You will be challenged 
to experiment, test hypotheses, and extend your 
field of action in preparation for exhibitions. You will 
develop a body of work that is creative and imaginative, 
demonstrating the acquisition and refinement of 
technological dexterity and stylistic sophistication. You 
will also benefit from gaining new insight into careers 
in fine art, defining concepts of the subject and the 
crucial importance of professional identity. The scheme 
is designed to enable you to develop and sustain a 
self-initiated programme of work that demonstrates a 
creative interpretation of the subject, along with technical 
expertise and a thorough knowledge of appropriate 
conceptual, theoretical and historical frameworks.

Modules you will study on this course include:

• Art and Visual Culture 
• Exhibition 1: Consolidation
• Exhibition 2: Resolution
• Portfolio: Development
• Vocational Practice

Key Facts
Degree type: MA

Course code: W191

Duration: 1 year (full-time) or 2 years (part-time)

50 Art History and Fine Art 
Institute of Literature, Languages and Creative Arts  |  Aberystwyth University



Our taught degrees

 Fine Art and Art History
This Masters is aimed at students who intend to pursue 
the combined study of art practice and art history in order 
to become professional artists and/or art historians. It 
is particularly appropriate for those who feel that their 
practice is enhanced by their interests in art history, as 
well as for sufficiently experienced art historians who feel 
that the study of their subject is enhanced by a sound 
knowledge of materials and techniques.

You will develop your practice of art as an intellectual 
pursuit and a professional discipline, whilst at the same 
time extending your knowledge and experience in art 
history. This course will train you in research methodologies 
and stimulate vigorous intellectual inquiry in the subject 
while requiring commitment to training, practice and 
individual creativity.

Key Facts
Degree type: MA

Course code: W192

Duration: 1 year (full-time) or 2 years (part-time)

Modules you will study on this course include:

• Art and Visual Culture 
• Exhibition 1: Consolidation
• Portfolio: Development
• Vocational Practice
• Dissertation
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Biological, 
Environmental and 
Rural Sciences

TOP150 UNIVERSITIES
IN THE WORLD

FOR AGRICULTURE AND FORESTRY STUDIES

Aberystwyth is rated amongst the

in the 2015 QS World University Rankings

78% of research WORLD-LEADING or 
INTERNATIONALLY EXCELLENT, 
Research Excellence 
Framework 2014

DID YOU KNOW?
IBERS PhD student Ally Evans was awarded the P1 Marine 
Foundation National Student Awards 2014. 

Her ground-breaking project ReefCrete, focuses on the development of 
ecological engineering ‘products’, that can be incorporated into new and 
existing marine developments, using an alternative sustainable concrete 
material. ReefCrete is made from natural fibres and recycled waste materials 
(such as whelk shells from the New Quay seafood factory). Results from early 
tests suggest it performs well as a habitat for marine life.



Our graduate community
The Institute has a large and vibrant community of over 
150 postgraduate students, each a key contributor to our 
international reputation for fundamental and applied 
research excellence. We deliver innovative and novel 
interdisciplinary postgraduate teaching and research that 
link to the global “grand challenges” of living with climate 
change; conserving biodiversity and natural resources; 
renewable energy; global food and water security; and 
animal and plant diseases, as well as curiosity-driven research 
across the breadth of biological sciences.

Facilities
IBERS, with the support of the BBSRC and the Welsh 
Government, has made substantial investment in new 
research and service facilities and is currently developing 
a £42million Innovation Campus to further develop our 
extensive links with industry. Staff and students both enjoy 
access to a formidable range of world-leading equipment in 
first-class modern laboratories. Graduate students in IBERS 
have a collective home-base in a new Postgraduate Centre. In 
addition to its extensive farms, equine centre and laboratories, 
the Institute has key service facilities for research, including:

• Next Generation DNA sequencing and Transcriptomic Units
• Bioinformatics Suite
• Mass Spectrometry and Analytical Units for advanced 

metabolomics
• National Phenomics Centre for automated plant 

phenotyping
• Advanced Microscopy and Bio-Imaging Laboratory 

equipped with field emission, scanning electron, laser 
scanning and confocal microscopes

• Biological modelling laboratory integrating biological 
data in spatial and temporal dimensions

• Aquarium with freshwater and sea water circulation 
systems

• Dedicated equine research and training centre, 
including an international-sized indoor arena, horse 
walker and DIY livery facilities

• Animal houses suitable for experimental work with 
both laboratory and farm animals, with a number of 
independent environmentally-controlled rooms and 
integral laboratories and a new milking research parlour

• Modern contained growth room and glasshouse complexes

Taught degrees
Animal Science .....................................................................................................55
Equine Science ......................................................................................................55
Food and Water Security ..............................................................................58
Green Biotechnology and Innovation Management ..........57
Livestock Science ................................................................................................56
Managing the Environment ......................................................................56
MRes Agriculture* (subject to approval) .......................................59
MRes Biosciences ................................................................................................58
Statistics for Computational Biology ................................................58 
Industrial Biotechnology* (subject to approval) ....................59
Sustainable and Efficient Food Production .................................59

The Institute
Rated ‘Excellent’ in the most recent national Teaching 
Quality Assessment exercise, and 5th in the UK for 
research in the REF 2014 for Agriculture, Veterinary & Food 
Science, the Institute offers you the opportunity to study 
in a department which enjoys a unique combination of 
stunning and accessible natural habitats, international 
standard expertise and first-rate laboratory facilities. There 
are three National Parks, four National Nature Reserves 
and a Special Area of Conservation (SAC) all within easy 
reach of Aberystwyth, providing an unparalleled resource 
for ecological and environmental studies of plants and 
animals in marine, freshwater and terrestrial habitats.

Alongside its research credentials, IBERS has a long-established 
and well-deserved reputation for providing highly-skilled 
graduates to the biological science, environmental science, 
exercise science, aquatic, agricultural, countryside, and 
biotechnology industries. ‘Land-based studies’ have been 
taught at Aberystwyth for over 130 years and today IBERS 
is home to the Farm Business Survey for Wales, the Organic 
Centre Wales, and the Centre for Excellence in UK Farming. 
Aberystwyth was amongst the first universities to develop 
countryside and environmental courses, and has won 
considerable esteem within the countryside industry. Much 
of our work is focussed on providing practical solutions for 
global problems, with 76% of our research impact recognised 
as world-leading in the REF 2014. Thus, you can be confident 
that at IBERS you will be taught by experienced staff with 
international research reputations or a background of working 
and training within their industry.

The Institute of Biological, Environmental and Rural Sciences (IBERS) is a world-class research 
and education centre at Aberystwyth University. IBERS scientists seek to address the global 
challenges we face, including food security, bioenergy and sustainability, exercise and health, 
biodiversity conservation and the impacts of climate change. Spanning a range of levels 
from genes to ecosystems, our scientists are world-leading experts in agricultural, rural, 
environmental and biological sciences.

 +44 (0)1970 621904                               www.aber.ac.uk/en/ibers                               ibers-admissions@aber.ac.uk
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Our research

In the 2014 Research Excellence Framework 78% of our 
research in agriculture, veterinary and food science, and 
89% of research in environmental sciences is rated as 
world-leading or internationally excellent. 

Postgraduate research training and taught Masters research 
projects are completed with supervisors aligned with one or 
more of the Institute’s three core research themes... 

Animal and Microbial Science - animal nutrition 
and genetics, biomedical and veterinary parasitology, 
microbiology/mycology, bioinformatics and metabolomics.

The research groups within the theme are:

• Animal Systems - producing quality animal products, 
feeding systems that improve animal health, and of 
systems to deliver productivity with environmental 
protection

• Diet and Health - linking plant/animal breeding and 
chemical phenotyping of food raw materials with 
causal relationships between diet and health

• Herbivore Gut Ecosystems - factors affecting gut 
microbiology of herbivores for the development of 
sustainable agricultural systems

• Microbiology - ecological, physiological and metabolic 
capabilities of micro-organisms, and impact on 
humans, domesticated animals, plants and the natural 
environment

• Parasitology and Epidemiology - molecular and 
biochemical parasitology, and the landscape/spatial 
epidemiology of vector borne diseases

Genome Diversity – genetic diversity and improvement 
of crops, breeding systems and evolution.

The research groups within the theme are:

• Aquatic, Behavioural and Evolutionary Biology - inter-
disciplinary approaches into how animals adapt to their 
environment

• Breeding Methodologies - developing plant and 
animal breeding through novel technologies for 
genotyping and phenotyping, and identifying the 
genetic basis of traits useful to breeders

• Plant Genome and Chromosome Biology - genomic, 
cytogenetic and bioinformatic analyses in the 
generation and analysis of novel crop plant phenotypes

• Public Good Plant Breeding – crop genetic 
improvement to support multifunctional land-use, 
alleviate environmental impacts, and coping with 
climate change

Environmental Impact - providing practical solutions 
for the mitigation of climate change through high 
yielding energy crops, and understanding the impacts of 
environmental change on plants.

The research groups within the theme are:

• Abiotic Stress Resistance and Nutrient-use-efficiency 
- genetic characterisation of physiological traits for 
sustainable crop development in the face of climate 
change

• Biomass Conversion and Biorefining - processing 
and microbial conversion of a range of biorenewable 
materials to fine and bulk chemicals

• Energy Crop Biology - understanding and manipulating 
the growth and development of biofuel crops

• Energy Crop Breeding and Modelling – breeding 
programmes for biofuel plants

• Ecology - how climate change variables (temperature, 
CO₂, ocean acidification and ultra violet radiation) will 
impact on ecosystems

Our research degrees

We offer MPhil, DAg and PhD degrees where students are 
guided and trained in the wide range of skills necessary to 
become 21st century research scientists. IBERS students are 
integrated within a multi-disciplinary research environment 
encompassing both fundamental and commercially-linked 
research in agricultural, rural, environmental and biological 
science disciplines. IBERS carries out internationally 
important science in plant, animal and microbial sciences, 
agriculture, cell biology and physiology, biochemistry, 
genomics, bioinformatics, parasitology, marine and 

freshwater biology, ecology, plant and animal breeding/
reproduction, and evolutionary processes. 

Our research clusters can be found on our website (www.
aber.ac.uk/en/ibers/research/research-groups) and a 
list of potential student research project areas, along with 
studentships available in the Institute for the coming year 
(www.aber.ac.uk/en/ibers/ibers-pg-study/postgraduate-
research-opportunities).
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Our taught degrees

 Animal Science
This degree provides you with the knowledge and skills 
required to pursue a leading career in animal research, 
development, academia, training, public and private 
commercial enterprise, advisory work, government 
agencies and non-government organisations throughout 
the world. Through the study of animal physiology 
and its application to nutrition, breeding and animal 
management, you will be ideally placed to ensure that 
the demands of production and welfare are appropriately 
balanced through the development and implementation 
of innovative management practices and dissemination of 
knowledge and advice to practitioners.

Modules you may study on this course include:

• Advances in Biosciences
• Animal Breeding and Molecular Genetics
• Infection and Immunity

Plus a selection from the following: Equine Stud 
Management, Equine Behaviour, Equine Anatomy, Equine 
Nutrition, Livestock Nutrition, Livestock Production, and 
Grassland Science.

Key Facts
Degree type: MSc

Course code: D310

Duration: 1 year (full-time) or 2 years (part-time)

 Equine Science
This long-established internationally recognised degree 
will provide you with advanced subject knowledge and 
professional skills. As a graduate you will be ideally placed 
to enter the top careers in the equine industry or related 
professions in animal research, development, academia, 
training, public and private commercial enterprise, 
advisory work, and government organisations in the UK 
and throughout the world. A strong emphasis is placed 
on student-centred study in order to hone your skills in 
original thought, analysis, interpretation and reasoning; 
as well as encouraging you, where appropriate, to pursue 
your own specific areas of interest.

Modules you may study on this course include:

• Advances in Biosciences
• Animal Breeding and Molecular Genetics
• Equine Anatomy
• Equine Behaviour
• Equine Nutrition
• Equine Stud Management and Technology
• Infection and Immunity

Key Facts
Degree type: MSc

Course code: D391

Duration: 1 year (full-time) or 2 years (part-time)

Studying equine anatomy

We offer a range of on-campus and distance learning schemes leading to MSc or MRes qualifications. These involve 
studying a mixture of taught modules and completing a research project.
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 Livestock Science
Food security is vital to the success and stability of any 
country and its population. Meeting the world’s increasing 
demand for food is one of the most important challenges 
of the twenty-first century. Livestock Science is, and will 
remain, central to meeting this challenge. Not only is food 
quantity important, but so too is quality, with consumers 
continuing to demand a high quality product at an 
affordable price. These demands can only be met by the 
development and implementation of innovative concepts 
and ideas by suitably well-qualified graduates, who will 
also then drive forward these exciting developments in 
livestock science and production.

Modules you may study on this course include:

• Advances in Biosciences
• Animal Breeding and Molecular Genetics
• Grassland Science
• Infection and Immunity
• Livestock Nutrition
• Livestock Production

Key Facts
Degree type: MSc

Course code: D320

Duration: 1 year (full-time) or 2 years (part-time)

 Managing the 
Environment

This degree will equip you with the vocational and 
professional skills needed to meet the environmental 
challenges of the future, preparing you for a range of top 
environmental careers. On our Masters programme you 
will develop a core of key management skills which you 
can tailor to your own needs and interests by following 
one of our four specialist pathways: Environmental 
Sustainability; Marine and Freshwater Systems; Habitat 
Restoration and Conservation; and Bioenergy and 
Environmental Change. Student membership of the 
Institute of Environmental Management and Assessment 
is also available to you on this scheme. 

Modules you may study on this course include:

• Research Methods
• Environmental Auditing and Management Skills
• An Introduction to Environmental Law and Environmental 

Impact Assessment
• Frontiers in the Biosciences

Pathway modules (40 credits) in: Environmental 
Sustainability; Coastal, Estuarine and Wetlands, Habitat 
Restoration and Conservation; and Bioenergy and 
Environmental Change.

Key Facts
Degree type: MSc

Course code: C198

Duration: 1 year (full-time) 

The University’s farms provide ample opportunities 
for practical research work



 Green Biotechnology  
and Innovation Management

There is great demand for highly-skilled graduate training 
in the areas of Green Biotechnology and Innovation in 
order to provide bio-based products to replace fossil fuels 
and meet government targets for carbon reduction. Our 
interdisciplinary degree specialises in research-led teaching 
spanning the entire supply chain from crops to renewable 
products coupled with innovation and management training 
from the School of Management and Business. Designed to 
provide you with the skills and experience for a successful 
career in biotechnology, this scheme will train you in both 
the technical knowledge and business awareness required 
by green biotechnology practitioners and entrepreneurs. The 
course includes visits to industrial biotechnology companies 
to enhance your learning experience and will significantly 
enhance your employability. 

Key Facts
Degree type: MSc

Course code: J700

Duration: 1 year (full-time) 

Modules you may study on this course include:

• Crop Genomics and Genetic Engineering
• Enterprise and Innovation
• Microbial Biotechnology
• International Business

Our £6.8m National Plant Phenomics Centre at the IBERS Gogerddan campus features the most advanced research 
greenhouse in the UK. The Centre allows whole populations of plants, such as breeding populations, mapping experiments, 
natural diversity collections, and mutant collections, to be analysed in parallel and under multiple defined environments 
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 Food and Water 
Security

This innovative interdisciplinary course focuses on the 
scientific, economic, social and political factors that 
affect the secure production and distribution of food and 
water throughout the world. The course also examines 
the impact of climate change and conflict on food 
and water security across the globe. Drawing on three 
complementary academic disciplines, this programme will 
train you to contribute significant advances to the way 
in which food and water security is achieved across the 
technical, environmental and social spectrum.

Modules you may study on this course include:

• Food and Water Security: Global Perspectives
• Food Security: Scientific Challenges
• Managing Food and Water Security in Practice
• The International Politics of Food and Water Security

Key Facts
Degree type: MSc

Course code: D450

Duration: 1 year (full-time) 

 MRes Biosciences
This innovative interdisciplinary course provides an 
opportunity to benefit from high quality, interdisciplinary 
research training.  The MRes Biosciences provides students 
wishing to undertake research training in any area of 
the biosciences to engage with generic and specific 
skills through taught modules and supervised research 
training. Students also have an opportunity to attend a 
research conference relevant to their discipline. Skills and 
knowledge over the first semester are applied via the 
research dissertation with the student’s chosen supervisor. 
The research training builds on IBERS’ capabilities for novel 
and internationally important science in all areas of the 
biosciences, including of ecology, zoology, behaviour, 
aquatic biology, social sciences and evolutionary processes 
as well as animal, plant and microbial genomics, cell 
biology, physiology, plant and animal genetics/breeding, 
animal reproduction, agriculture and parasitology. The 
MRes is an ideal stepping stone for those considering a PhD 
and/or a career in research.

Modules you may study on this course include:

• Advances in Biosciences
• Field and Lab Techniques
• Issues and Developments in Biosciences
• Statistics for Experimental Scientists 
• Research Dissertation

Key Facts
Degree type: MRes

Course code: C190

Duration: 1 year (full-time) 

 Statistics for Computational Biology
Computational Biology is an area of key strategic interest 
for interdisciplinary research and for employers in 
pharmaceuticals, advanced agriculture and in public health. 

The application of Statistics and Machine Learning to 
extract useful knowledge from large data sets is also a key 
requirement in the growing field of business analytics. 
This MSc course combines the disciplines of Mathematics, 
Computer Science, and Biological Sciences, and is suitable 
for graduates in any of the three constituent disciplines.

Topics you may study on this course include:

• Concepts in Biology
• Machine Learning
• Programming for Scientists
• Statistical Concepts, Methods and Tools

Key Facts
Degree type: MSc

Course code: G499

Duration: 1 year (full-time) 
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 Sustainable and Efficient Food Production
This Distance Learning scheme allows students to build 
credits towards a range of taught and research qualifications. 
The programme comprises a menu of 20 credit distance 
learning modules each running over 14 weeks. Students are 
registered for five years during which time they can take as 
many or as few modules as they wish. While each module 
covers a different area of technical expertise they all focus on 
the challenges facing pasture-based production systems and 
on potential solutions. The programme is jointly delivered 
by Aberystwyth and Bangor Universities, through a BBSRC 
Advanced Training Partnership (ATP). Bursaries are currently 
available to those employed in the UK agri-food sector so 
long as their post is not publicly funded.

Modules you may study on this course include:

• Improving Ruminant Production
• Ruminant Nutrition
• Ruminant Health and Welfare
• Ruminant Gut Microbiology

• Upland Farming
• Sustainable Grassland Systems
• Genetics and Genomics in Agriculture
• Silage Science
• Sustainable Home-Grown Feeds
• Soil Management
• Carbon Footprinting and LCA
• Research Methodologies and Advances in Bioscience 

Students aiming to gain an MSc must take five optional 
modules and Research Methodologies and Advances in 
Bioscience before beginning their dissertation.

Key Facts
Degree type: DAg, MRes, MSc, PGDip, PGCert

Course code: D409D

Duration: up to 5 years (Distance Learning) 

Distance Learning

 Industrial 
Biotechnology* 
(subject to approval)

This Distance Learning scheme is an accessible and 
flexible training programme designed to enhance 
the innovation capacity and therefore the financial 
sustainability of the UK’s bio-based industries. The 
programme provides flexible, accessible postgraduate 
level training for technical and scientific staff working 
within or towards bio-renewable production industries.

Modules you may study on this course include:

• Biorenewable Feedstocks
• Conversion, Transformation and Separation Technologies 

for Biorefining
• Genetics and Genomics in Agriculture
• Biobased Products
• Anaerobic digestion
• Carbon Footprinting and LCA

Key Facts
Degree type: MSc, PGDip, PGCert

Duration: up to 5 years (Distance Learning) 

 MRes Agriculture* 
(subject to approval)

This Distance Learning scheme provides an opportunity 
for students wishing to undertake research training in any 
area of agriculture to engage with generic and specific 
skills through taught modules and supervised research 
training.

Students choose two modules from a menu of distance 
learning modules each running over 14 weeks. While 
each module covers a different area of technical expertise 
they all focus on the challenges facing pasture-based 
production systems and on potential solutions. You 
must also study Research Methodologies and Advances 
in Bioscience in preparation for your dissertation, which 
is based on a research project that can be carried out in 
the workplace under the co-supervision of an academic 
member of staff. The MRes is an ideal stepping stone for 
those considering a DAg and/or developing the research 
aspect of their career.

Key Facts
Degree type: MRes

Duration: up to 5 years (Distance Learning) 
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Computer Science
100% of our postgraduates were  

IN WORK AND/OR FURTHER STUDY 
6 MONTHS AFTER GRADUATION, 
9% more than the national average

OV
ER

of its academic staff submitted  
units for assessment, the  
3RD HIGHEST PROPORTION IN THE UK,  
Research Excellence Framework 201499%



Facilities 
As you would expect from a major research Department, 
the facilities available to you are excellent. As well as two 
teaching laboratories equipped with Linux and Apple 
workstations supported by powerful central servers, 
a Digital Systems laboratory, and a lab dedicated to 
Intelligent Systems, you will have access to about 750 
PCs located throughout the campus, including our 
own building, the main library, and the student halls of 
residence, some of which are open 24 hours a day. All 
student bedrooms have network connections.

The Department has an extensive range of equipment 
used primarily for research. This includes four industrial 
robots, six experimental mobile robots, a number of 
vision and motion tracking systems and many pieces of 
specialist software.

Our research degrees
The Department offers PhD and MPhil research degrees. 
We provide supervision in all areas of our research 
interests and academic expertise, including: Advanced 
Reasoning; Bioinformatics and Computational Biology; 
Vision, Graphics and Visualisation; and Intelligent 
Robotics. In addition to core transferable skills training, 
you will receive further technical and research training 
from the Department. The Department pays for your 
specialist training courses and encourages you to present 
peer-refereed papers at conferences. You may also have 
opportunities to contribute towards teaching, with 
training provided, which will improve your employability.

Taught degrees
Computer Science (Software Engineering) .................................64 
Intelligent Systems ............................................................................................65
Statistics for Computational Biology ................................................65 
Data Science*(subject to approval) ....................................................64

The Department
The Department carries out its research and 
development in areas including robotics, artificial 
intelligence, bioinformatics, image processing, internet 
communications and software engineering, and has links 
with major international companies. The Department is 
committed to offering courses that prepare you for your 
professional careers; it believes that such courses must 
combine a sound education in theoretical and practical 
aspects of the discipline with the development of lasting 
personal skills, so that you will have the adaptability to 
thrive in a world of constantly changing technology. 

Our graduate community
You will find that the people in the Department are 
professional and are at the cutting-edge of technology, but 
they’re also friendly and approachable. All of our research 
students attend the departmental research seminar 
programme as well as seminars within their research 
group. The Department also organises a one-day workshop 
each year for research students to present their work to 
fellow students and staff, with a prize for outstanding 
presentations in the second and third years. We also have 
an annual prize competition for the best first-year report. 

The Department of Computer Science at Aberystwyth is long-established and continues to 
lead in technological research. It has excelled in its field, with 75% of our research activity 
and 100% of our impact related activity rated as world-leading or internationally excellent.

 +44 (0)1970 622424                                www.aber.ac.uk/en/cs                                cs-pg-admissions@aber.ac.uk

Image: 
The Department is home to one of only six iCub humanoid robots in the UK. Developed under the RobotCub Project, the 
iCub is equipped with visual, vestibular, auditory , haptic, proprioceptive, and torque sensors

DID YOU KNOW?
Scientists at the Department have been 
working with a local marine conservation group 
to develop better techniques for studying the 
seabed, which will assist conservationists to classify 
the different habitats. The team are now looking at 
new ways of acquiring undersea video - a kit robot, 
Open ROV, has been built and is being tested.

An image taken by a member of staff, 
showing the Department’s iCub humanoid 
robot ‘listening’ to an unborn child has won the 
‘People’ category in this year’s Engineering and 
Physical Sciences Research Council (EPSRC) 
Science Photography Competition.
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Our research

The Department has a vibrant team of researchers 
including academic and research staff and research 
students. We believe that collaboration in research is 
essential and we collaborate with industry, government 
and other academic institutions on a national and 
international level. 

The Department’s research is organised within four 
groups, all of which investigate and develop techniques 
and applications of intelligent systems. There is significant 
inter-group working, giving a high degree of coherence to 
the Department’s research.

The Department has international collaborative projects 
within all four research groups. Interdisciplinary research 
is strongly encouraged by the Department and the 
University. A significant part of the Department’s research 
is driven by end-users needs. Our research strategy reflects 
the recognition of the significance of such work and the 
potential impact such research may have in terms of more 
direct benefits for the public.

The research groups within the Department are:

Advanced Reasoning Group 
The group is well-known for its ground-breaking work on 
automated diagnosis and failure analysis, and its invention 
of approximate reasoning techniques for knowledge 
model formulation and simplification. It plays a leading 
role in the international community of computational 
intelligence research, especially in feature selection, 
interpolative reasoning, imprecise data modelling and 
analysis, and theoretical properties of evolutionary 
computation. Supported by EPSRC and substantial third 
mission income, we have developed a number of novel 
techniques tailored to tackling current challenging real-
world problems, e.g. serious crime analysis, academic 
performance analysis, systems monitoring and diagnosis. 

Bioinformatics and Computational Biology Group
This interdisciplinary group conducts leading research 
in formalisation of biological data, and integrative data 
analysis in systems biology. It works at the interface 
between computing, biological and medical applications. 
We have our own wet laboratory, access to several 
University computer clusters and close ties to the 
Institute of Biological, Environmental and Rural Sciences. 
Supported by the BBSRC, RAEng/EPSRC, and EU, we 
have developed methods, techniques and tools in the 
following areas: laboratory automation, analysis of large 
scale biological data, formalisation of biological/chemical 
data, systems biology, biomedical informatics, genomics 
and pharmacogenomics. 

Intelligent Robotics Group
This is one of the best-known robotics groups in the 
UK, and is involved in both national and international 
research consortia from novel computational models 
to space missions to Mars. It focuses on both software 
and hardware issues that are key to unconstrained 
environments. It has an international reputation, 
especially with respect to field, space and cognitive 
robotics, covering: autonomous survey and unmanned 
surface craft, long term autonomy and power 
management, design of neuro-controllers for autonomous 
robots, planetary exploration and image processing, 
evolutionary robotics and cognitive robotics, robot visual 
navigation, and robotic platforms. Supported by EPSRC, 
EU-FP7, TSB, STFC and funded commercial collaboration, 
we have developed the following areas: explosive and 
chemical agent detection, power management for hybrid 
power systems, automated asset recognition in laser scans 
of roads, bio-inspired developmental robotics, mobile ad-
hoc network, design of control systems for autonomous 
robots. 

Vision, Graphics and Visualisation Group 
The group carries out research in image analysis and 
geometrical and topological understanding of visual 
information, with applications concentrated on medical 
and psychology analysis, environmental and heritage data 
analysis, vision for robotics, facial analysis and 3D data 
analysis. It is building up an international reputation in 
computer vision, especially in: 2D/3D data modelling and 
registration, dynamics processes, texture classification and 
modelling, facial modelling, and texture and shape based 
segmentation. We have developed novel approaches in 
close collaboration with end-users, including: medical 
image analysis, the National Plant Phenomics Centre 
investigating plant modelling, vision for robotics, 3D 
heritage modelling, and art related research. The research 
has been supported by EPSRC, ESRC, AHRC, NISCHR, 
BBSRC, HEFCW, and Prostate Cancer Charity. 
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 Data Science* 
(subject to approval)

Data Science is a rapidly growing specialism, with applications in business, 
government and science.  Applications range from identifying customers’ 
buying patterns to tracking the spread of a disease, from monitoring expensive 
machinery to logging and improving an individual’s health. There is a huge 
demand for graduates with skills in ‘Big Data’: data management, statistical 
techniques and machine learning for data analysis and data mining.

Topics you may study on this course include:

• Modelling, Managing and Securing Data  
• Machine Learning
• Applied Data Mining
• Statistical Concepts, Methods and Tools

Key Facts
Degree type: MSc

Duration: 1 year (full-time)

Our taught degrees

 Computer Science 
(Software Engineering)

Contemporary software is frequently developed to function in distributed 
systems. Applications are deployed across multiple computers, interacting to 
provide services and solve problems. This MSc course is suitable for students 
intending to pursue a career in the software industry, and is a qualifying 
Masters Degree for Chartered Engineer status.  

Examples of typical MSc projects include: the transmission of MIDI music over 
an internet connection; internet worms; network intrusion detection; online 
results and statistics using web service technology; supply chain management 
applications; and prototype railway track measurement.

Topics you may study on this course include:

• Advanced Software Engineering
• Enterprise Systems Development
• Mobile Solutions
• Internet Technologies
 
This course is also available as a two year degree, including integrated 
industrial and professional training.

Key Facts
Degree type: MSc

Course code: G493, G498

Duration: 1 year (full-time) 
or 2 years (including a year in 
employment)
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 Statistics for 
Computational Biology

Computational Biology is an area of key strategic interest for interdisciplinary 
research and for employment in pharmaceuticals, advanced agriculture and 
in public health. The application of Statistics and Machine Learning to extract 
useful knowledge from large data sets is also a key requirement in a growing 
number of areas. This MSc course combines the disciplines of Mathematics, 
Computer Science, and Biological Sciences, and is suitable for graduates in any 
of the three constituent disciplines.

Topics you may study on this course include:

• Concepts in Biology
• Machine Learning
• Programming for Scientists
• Statistical Concepts, Methods and ToolsKey Facts

Degree type: MSc

Course code: G499

Duration: 1 year (full-time)

Our taught degrees

 Intelligent Systems
This course provides broad coverage of intelligent systems, with particular 
emphasis on the areas addressed by the Department’s research groups. The 
course is both cutting-edge and practical, containing a mix of work geared 
towards building intelligent systems, rather than simply knowing about 
them. This degree is accredited by the British Computer Society as meeting 
the further learning requirements for CITP, and as partially meeting the 
requirements for CEng. 

Examples of typical MSc projects include fraud detection through link 
analysis; automated algae population estimation; water treatment plant 
monitoring with minimal information; navigation strategy for a sailing robot; 
health monitoring system for diabetic patients; cooperating web spiders; 
and autonomous science target identification and acquisition for planetary 
exploration.

Modules you may study on this course include:

• Nature-Inspired Heuristic Search and Optimisation
• Machine Learning 
• Representation and Reasoning 
• Research Skills and Personal Development for Scientists

Key Facts
Degree type: MSc

Course code: G496

Duration: 1 year (full-time)

65Computer Science
Aberystwyth University  |  Institute of Mathematics, Physics and Computer Science



Education

100% of our postgraduates were  
IN WORK AND/OR FURTHER STUDY 
6 MONTHS AFTER GRADUATION, 
2% more than the national average



• community education and ethnic minority 
communities

• the use of ICT in secondary school pedagogy
• student participation in mathematics
• additional language learning in schools

Additional opportunities
The School also offers Welsh courses at a variety of levels, 
with concessionary fees for students. You may also wish 
to take advantage of learning opportunities in addition 
to those which make up your degree scheme. The School 
also offers courses in modern languages, the humanities, 
local studies, information technology, art and design, 
science and environmental studies.

New Professional Doctorate 
The School offers a new doctoral degree scheme designed 
for senior professionals across all sectors of education, 
including:  teaching, management, leadership, training 
and professional development. The DProf is a structured 
scheme of doctoral-level study and research that can be 
undertaken in the workplace. You can study it alongside 
your job and it is designed to recognise and accredit the 
skills, abilities and insights that working at a senior level 
within an organisation involves. 

Our Professional Doctorate is organised into two parts 
and will typically be undertaken over a minimum of three 
years full-time, or five years if undertaken part-time. Part 
One of your studies will  involve:

• A 60-credit preparatory taught module, focusing on the 
principles of work-based learning and research.

• A 120-credit module based on a small-scale work-
based research project, or a portfolio of work which 
demonstrates doctoral-level competencies. The 
research project or portfolio will be approximately 
20,000 words in length.

Part two will be assessed by means of a 60,000 word thesis 
or extended portfolio of work. In both cases, candidates 
will need to select a theme of work-based research (for 
the thesis), or an area of their professional practice (for the 
portfolio) that they wish to focus on.

For more information, please contact Dr Andrew Davies, 
Director of Postgraduate Studies and Continuing 
Professional Development: ajd2@aber.ac.uk

Taught programmes
PGCE Secondary ..................................................................................................68

The School
The School is located in the recently renovated Penbryn 
5 building, at the heart of Penglais campus. It is close to 
the Hugh Owen Library. Alongside learning, research 
and teaching, the School is also home to the Educational 
Resource Publisher, CAA – an educational publishing 
agency within the University. It is one of the largest 
educational publishers in Wales.

Our graduate community
The aim of the School of Education and Lifelong Learning 
is to provide you with learning opportunities of the 
highest academic and professional standard within 
a positive and supportive environment. In teaching 
and research the School is committed to serving the 
educational, cultural, linguistic and social needs of Wales 
and attaches great importance to contributing to the 
community in which it is based.  In doing so, we value 
highly collaboration with independent providers in the 
community, partnership schools, unitary authorities and 
other local and national educational institutions, as well as 
our other contacts in the UK, Europe and the wider world.

Teacher education and training
Initial Teacher Education and Training is provided by 
the North and Mid Wales Centre of Teacher Education. 
Aberystwyth and Bangor Universities work collaboratively 
under the Centre name to provide training in PGCE 
secondary subjects within this region. Aberystwyth provides 
training for the secondary sector in the sciences, Welsh, 
English, Drama, Geography, History, ICT and Computer 
Science, and Modern Languages. All courses offered are 
available through the medium of English and Welsh.

Our research degrees
Research supervision is available in a number of areas, 
including childhood studies, rural education, education 
policy and pedagogic research. We have recently 
supervised MPhil and PhD degrees in areas such as:

• the promotion of health in schools
• the promotion of physical activity in schools
• teacher perspectives on the National Curriculum

The School of Education and Lifelong Learning offers a range of opportunities for 
postgraduate study and research relating to Education, Childhood Studies, Skills and 
Training. Our postgraduate provision is designed with your academic progression and 
professional development in mind.

 +44 (0)1970 621580                  www.aber.ac.uk/sell                  learning@aber.ac.uk
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PGCE Secondary at Aberystwyth

• Drama
• English
• Geography
• History
• Information and Communication Technology and 

Computer Science
• Modern Foreign Languages
• Science (Biology, Physics and Chemistry)
• Welsh

The North and Mid Wales Centre is a collaboration between 
Aberystwyth and Bangor universities - two traditional 
institutions, both with excellent and long-standing records 
in providing initial teacher education and training for 
prospective teachers. The Centre works with and develops 
partnerships with primary and secondary schools across 
the regions, and provides the best possible start for 
trainee teachers. It offers first rate higher education in two 
of Britain’s most beautiful locations. The atmosphere at 
the Centre, whether based in Aberystwyth or Bangor, is 
welcoming and friendly and trainee teachers will receive a 
high standard of training and support.

At Aberystwyth we offer PGCE Secondary teacher 
training courses in Drama, English, Geography, History, 
Information and Communication Technology and 
Computer Science, Modern Foreign Languages, Science 
(Biology, Physics and Chemistry), and Welsh.

Course structure
The course normally runs from September to the end of 
June. Trainee teachers will be based in schools for 25 weeks. 
Guided by University tutors and trained school mentors this 
will involve classroom teaching and different school based 
activities. During the 11 University block weeks you attend 
the taught element of your course at the University. The 
University arranges all of the school placements.

During your school placement you will get the chance 
to teach, plan your lessons, and in some cases take part 
in the pastoral care element of being a teacher, amongst 
other duties. Most of our students who return from school 
placements tell us they’ve truly enjoyed the experience, 
and were completely accepted as part of the school 
environment.

Entry requirements
In order to be considered for an interview for one of our 
Secondary PGCE courses you will need a single or joint 
honours degree, at least 50% of which is in a subject which 
is directly relevant to the teaching of your subject in the 
Secondary school, and a grade B or above in GCSE English 

and Mathematics or equivalent. The University offers tests 
in these subjects if you do not meet these requirements.

Ideally, you should also have experience of working, in any 
kind of paid or voluntary capacity, with children or young 
people but it is not an entry requirement.  Observation at 
a school is also recommended but not essential.  

Our programmes
All of our PGCE programmes can be studied through the 
medium of Welsh or English, for which there are different 
course codes. 

Drama
The Drama course is designed to prepare you to teach 
Drama as part of the English or Welsh National Curriculum 
at KS3, KS4 and post-16, including AS and A2 courses. 
You are expected to actively participate in the course; for 
example by delivering micro lessons, creating resources, 
developing thinking skills and experimenting with new 
ideas for teaching Drama.

English
As a core subject in the National Curriculum, English is 
at the forefront of educational progress. The study of 
literature forms an important part of the course and you 
are introduced to methods of teaching prose, poetry and 
drama and also explore methods of teaching non-fiction 
and basic skills. Preparing pupils for examinations at Key 
Stage 4 and A Level is a central feature of the course. The 
subject underpins pupils’ success in other subjects and is a 
major element in national initiatives regarding literacy.

Geography
You are expected to actively participate in this course, for 
example by delivering micro lessons, creating resources, 
fieldwork, thinking skills and creating new ideas for 
teaching Geography. On occasions, practising teachers 
are invited to share their skills and expertise with you. This 
course also prepares you for cross curricular aspects and 
educational issues such as key skills, child protection, the 
Welsh Baccalaureate, health education and first aid.

History 
The course aims to give you the confidence and skills 
needed to become a successful teacher of History.  You are 
introduced to a range of essential teaching skills such as 
lesson planning and preparation, questioning, explaining, 
marking pupils’ work, preparing resources, classroom 
management and control strategies in order to make you 
an efficient, enthusiastic and creative teacher of History.
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Our research

The School has a supportive community of research-active 
staff, who are engaged in a number of fields of enquiry. The 
research themes within the School are as follows:

Educational Policies and Pedagogic Research including:

• learning and teaching
• subject knowledge and understanding
• ICT
• assessment
• assessment for learning
• educational achievement
• bilingualism
• cultural diversity in education
• curriculum development in Wales and elsewhere in 

the UK

Childhood Studies including:

• how children learn
• gender studies
• bilingualism
• health and well-being studies
• healthy schools
• sociology of childhood
• special educational needs

Rural Education including:

• partnerships in education
• community education
• national and local educational policy and the impact 

on small schools
• 14-19 Learning Pathways
• adult education

PGCE Secondary at Aberystwyth

Information and Communication Technology and 
Computer Science
Coursework is practically oriented and closely related 
to teaching and learning. Early in the course you are 
introduced to a range of schemes and strategies currently 
in use in secondary ICT teaching. You will look at how 
children learn and develop. You will consider factors to 
be taken into account when developing lessons which 
are interesting, balanced and relevant to learners’ needs. 
You will have opportunities to explore the different ways 
in which pupils can develop understanding in ICT, and to 
become familiar with a variety of resources that can be 
used to support these.

Modern Foreign Languages
The School of Education and Lifelong Learning has extensive 
Modern Foreign Languages teaching experience. Early in 
the course you are introduced to a range of schemes and 
strategies currently in use in secondary Modern Foreign 
Languages teaching. You have opportunities to explore the 
different ways in which pupils can best acquire a Modern 
Foreign Language, and to become familiar with a variety of 
resources that can be used to support these.

On this course you can also join our FREE fast-track 
enhancement course enabling you to teach French to Key 
Stage 3 level. Two-hour weekly sessions whilst studying 
your PGCE at Aberystwyth will equip you with the basics 
of French to allow you to teach it at Key Stage 3 level. It 
will increase your language skills, and increase insight 
into the methodology of language teaching provided by 
experienced tutors.

Science (Biology, Physics and Chemistry)
The Science course aims to help you build the confidence 
and skills needed to develop as a successful teacher. For 
entry onto this course, you will need to have a degree 
which has at least half of its content in Science. We have 
accepted students with degrees in Sports Science, Equine 
Science, Engineering and degrees in the medical field and 
other related degrees. 

Cymraeg
Bwriad y cwrs hwn yw’ch meithrin i ddod yn athro/
athrawes llwyddiannus a hyderus. Bydd cyfleoedd niferus 
i feithrin sgiliau trosglwyddadwy i’r dysgwyr fydd yn eich 
gofal, wrth astudio agweddau ar gyflwyno’r Gymraeg 
fel iaith gyntaf ac fel ail iaith, ynghyd ag agweddau 
o’i llenyddiaeth. Ceir nifer o brofiadau i ehangu’ch 
gwybodaeth a’ch dealltwriaeth o fanyldebau arholiadau 
allanol a chyfleoedd niferus i ymarfer eich sgiliau addysgu, 
gan rannu arferion da gyda’ch cyd-hyfforddeion.

This course is taught only through the medium of Welsh.

Students participating in a practical PGCE session
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Facilities
The Department is located in the Hugh Owen Building, 
which also houses the main University library, the Hugh 
Owen Library. As well as an eclectic rare books collection 
and the Horton Collection (over 800 items relating to 
Eighteenth and Nineteenth century children’s literature), 
research at Aberystwyth is supported by extensive 
resources including access to a plethora of electronic 
materials. In addition, we enjoy a close relationship with 
The National Library of Wales, one of only five copyright 
libraries in the UK, which is located less than a 5 minute 
walk from the Department.

Our research degrees
The Department welcomes enquiries and applications 
from students who wish to pursue a PhD in Literary 
Studies in any of the areas in which members of staff 
have expertise. Each research student is assigned two 
members of staff as supervisors, who offer support and 
advice at every stage of the research project. The primary 
supervisor works particularly closely with the student, 
and will be a specialist in the chosen field of research. 
Our supervisory arrangements are based on best practice 
as defined and validated by the AHRC and the QAA. All 
full-time doctoral candidates are required to undertake 
research skills and development modules during their first 
year, and are offered further training opportunities during 
their later years of registration. The Department evaluates 
the progress of a student’s work over the lifetime of a PhD. 

The PhD in Creative Writing is a research-based course; 
‘research’ in this context encompassing the range 
of creative and research skills required to bring to 
completion a 75-80,000 word work of fiction, or a 
substantial collection of poems, as well as critical/
analytical commentary of no less than 20,000 words. 
Students will be expected, under the guidance of their 
supervisors, to demonstrate their skills in handling 
a sustained creative project, while at the same time 
establishing a rigorous critical framework for their writing.

Taught degrees
Creative Writing ...................................................................................................74 
Literary Studies ....................................................................................................75 
Literature and Creative Writing..............................................................74

The Department
As a medium-sized department with a distinguished 
history stretching back to 1872, we are committed to 
providing a postgraduate experience of real quality. The 
Department is able to offer supervision in most areas of 
literary studies and creative practice. We have  particular 
strengths in the fields of eighteenth-century literature, 
Romanticism, twentieth and twenty-first-century writing; 
women’s writing, literary theory, modernism, and Welsh 
writing in English; fiction, poetry, and non-fiction prose. 
We welcome applications for MA and PhD degrees. 

Our graduate community
Dynamic, thriving, international and supportive, our 
postgraduate community reflects the Department’s robust 
research ethos and its sociability. Intellectually vibrant and 
committed to dialogue between staff and students, the 
Department is the perfect environment in which to develop 
your critical and creative energies. Our postgraduates are 
part of a culture of academic enquiry and imaginative 
exploration, at the heart of a region of outstanding natural 
beauty, the cultural capital of west Wales.

The Department of English and Creative Writing was rated ‘Excellent’ in the most recent 
Assessment of Teaching Quality, and provides research-led teaching of the highest quality. 
In this Department you will encounter lecturers who are award-winning writers and 
internationally-respected researchers, and who are committed to communicating their 
knowledge and skills to the students they teach and support.
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Our research

Teaching and supervision in the Department are strongly 
research-led, and a thriving series of research seminars 
give students the opportunity to hear staff, visiting 
speakers, and research students discuss their work 
informally or to present papers drawn from work in 
progress. 

Our staff publish in a wide range of fields within literary 
studies and creative writing, and are at the forefront of 
their disciplines and practices. The Department hosts 
the New Welsh Review – Wales’s most distinguished 
literary quarterly. It provides opportunities for work 
placements and affiliated ventures in the area of creative 
writing. Members of staff are also active as editors of 
the International Journal of Welsh Writing in English, the 
foremost academic journal in its field.

The Department hosts two research centres and has close 
affiliation with three interdisciplinary research clusters:

Institute of Medieval and Early Modern Studies 
(IMEMS)
Co-hosted by Aberystwyth University in collaboration 
with Bangor University, this major Institute provides 
a significant research focus for collaborative and 
interdisciplinary projects in the field, and represents a 
stimulating environment for research in the medieval 
and early modern periods. It embraces research areas 
such as the Department’s  Leverhulme funded project, 
Women’s Poetry, 1400-1800 in English, Gaelic, Scots, 
Scots-Gaelic and Welsh. The IMEMS seminar series runs on 
a fortnightly basis during term time and broadcasts via 
video conferencing to HEIs across Wales.

ContemPo

This international collaborative research centre brings 
together the Departments of English and Creative Writing 
at Aberystwyth, Bangor and Brighton universities to 
investigate contemporary poetry and poetics. It aims to 
develop knowledge about contemporary poetic practices, 
about the interface between the verbal and the visual, 
and also seeks to examine differences in practice between 
experimental and traditional poetic forms. ContemPo 
hosts both critical and creative activities through a 
regular series of video-linked seminars and contemporary 
poetry events. The Devolved Voices project, on English 
poetry in Wales since 1997, based in the Department, and 
supported by a three-year Leverhulme Trust project grant 
(2012 to 2015), is linked to ContemPo.

David Jones Centre (DJC) 
Launched in September 2012, the Centre is an 
international hub for research and practice in the field of 

“word and image”, and for research into modernism in 
Wales and beyond. The Centre reflects strong research 
synergies in the Department and organises an annual 
conference held at the National Library of Wales.

Centre for Cultures of Place (CCP)

Launched in September 2014 the Centre is a forum for 
interdisciplinary research on the cultural meanings of 
place. The Centre aims to explore how such meanings are 
articulated or contested in all forms of cultural expression, 
including literature, drama, film, photography, painting, 
and performance. The Centre brings together scholars and 
practitioners in the arts, humanities, and social sciences 
to share ideas, collaborate, and develop new research 
initiatives. Within its broad remit, the Centre facilitates and 
promotes research in three key fields: cultures of place 
in Wales, borderlands, and ideas of place. Aberystwyth 
occupies a place at the heart of Welsh cultural life and 
reaches out, from its position between land and sea, to a 
range of other places and cultures. It is a hub, a meeting 
place connecting people, places, and things within wider 
relays of exchange and encounter. As such, it is the ideal 
location for the Centre for Cultures of Place, which seeks 
to develop projects that draw upon the unique cultural 
and geographical identities of this part of west Wales, but 
also to explore the cultural significance of other places 
within a context that is at once local and global.

The sea view from the Hugh Owen Library on campus 
allows you to work in front of some awe-inspiring sunsets
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 Postgraduate Diploma in Creative Writing

If you are looking to follow up a preliminary qualification 
in creative writing, without necessarily committing to a 
full Masters programme you might be interested in our 
Postgraduate Diploma in Creative Writing. The Diploma 
allows you to take the full taught component of the MA 
Creative Writing programme (120 credits) as a self-
contained unit, giving you a thorough grounding in the 
craft of writing, research-based approaches to creative 
writing, and the mechanics of publishing and being 
published. Core modules you will study include Research 
Skills and Writing and Publication. Option modules 
you will study include: Writing Fiction: Methods and 
Techniques; Writing Fiction: Wider Explorations; Writing 
Poetry: Rhymes and Reasons; Writing Poetry: Modes in 
Contemporary Poetry. Please contact the Department for 
further information.

Key Facts
Degree type: PGDip

Duration: 9 months  (full-time) or
21 months (part-time)
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Our taught degrees

 Creative Writing
This scheme will help you develop your creative vision 
and writing abilities through a balanced programme 
of reading, analysis and writing workshops. Tutors will 
introduce you to a range of contemporary writers of both 
prose and poetry, so that your own creative approach may 
be stimulated and developed into a more mature form. 
You will also engage in discussions about technique and 
undertake an exploration of the wider issues related to 
the practice of writing, and various forms of publication. A 
strong critical element , encouraging you to reflect upon 
your own creative practice as well as that of others, is a 
crucial part of the scheme.

You will have the opportunity to contribute to a published 
anthology of original material and see your work in print.

Modules you will study on this course include:

• Research Skills
• Writing and Publication
• Writing Fiction
• Writing Poetry
• The Writing Portfolio

Key Facts
Degree type: MA

Course code: Q394

Duration: 1 year (full-time) or 2 years (part-time)

 Literature and 
Creative Writing

This scheme allows you to combine the practice of 
creative writing with an in-depth exploration of literary 
studies. You will have the opportunity to engage with a 
range of writers and writing techniques so that you can 
develop your own creative approach and improve your 
own writing. You will also engage in discussions about 
theory and the wider issues of textual analysis and the 
craft of writing, including writing for publication and the 
importance of research.  

You will receive individual tuition from expert members 
of staff and, under their guidance, produce either a 
substantial dissertation focusing on a research area of 
your choice or an extended portfolio of creative work.  In 
addition, you will develop a host of key transferable skills 
which will help you excel in further academic study or 
employment.

Core Modules you may study on this course include:

• Research Skills
• Writing and Publication or Tackling Textuality

Option modules include:

• City, Court and Country in Renaissance Drama
• Ethnic American Literature and Cultural Memory
• Romanticism’s Radical Cultures, 1789–1823
• Postmodern Genres
• Writing Ireland, Writing Wales
• Women, Fiction and Female Community: From Cavendish 

to Wollstonecraft
• Writing Fiction: Methods and Techniques
• Writing Poetry: Rhymes and Reasons
• Contemporary Poetry
• Writing fiction: Wider Explorations

The National Library of Wales, one of the finest libraries in the 
world and one of only 5 copyright libraries in the UK, provides 
a stunning environment to work in

Key Facts
Degree type: MA

Course code: Q340

Duration: 1 year (full-time) or 2 years (part-time)
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Pathways in Literary Studies

The Department also offers four MA Literary 
Studies pathways which give you the 
opportunity to focus your studies on particular 
literary periods and/or topics. In addition to 
taking designated specialist option modules, 
students following a pathway will be expected 
to write their dissertation on a topic that falls 
within the scope of their chosen pathway.

Literary Studies: American Literature (Q397)
This pathway will give you the opportunity to interrogate the 
major preoccupations and cultural range of American writing. 
A specialist module, Ethnic American Literature and Cultural 
Memory provides a rigorous and detailed engagement with 
particular aspects of the literature of America, inviting you to 
reflect on topics including identity, ethnicity and nationhood.

Literary Studies: Eighteenth-Century Writing and 
Romanticism (Q396)
This pathway offers an in-depth engagement with the 
literature and culture of the eighteenth century and 
Romantic periods. In modules such as Women, Fiction 
and Female Community: From Cavendish to Wollstonecraft 
and Romanticism’s Radical Cultures, 1789–1823, you will be 
encouraged to situate texts within their political and historical 
contexts, and you will have an opportunity to explore the 
latest developments in literary criticism and analysis.

Literary Studies: Postmodern Writing (Q398)
The pathway in Postmodern Writing provides a firm 
grounding in the latest developments in the fascinating field 
of literary responses to postmodernism. Alongside research 
skills and key transferable skills, the pathway will give you 
an opportunity to focus on postmodern poetry and prose in 
the module Postmodern Genres, whilst engaging with the 
intricacies of postmodern theories and aesthetics.

Literary Studies: Welsh Writing in English (Q399)
This pathway offers you a sustained engagement with 
the Anglophone literature of Wales in its various cultural 
contexts. Aberystwyth is at the heart of new developments 
in the study of Welsh Writing in English, and you will be 
ideally placed to respond to the major preoccupations of 
this distinguished literary tradition. Modules relating to this 
pathway include Writing Ireland, Writing Wales and Women 
Writing Wales, 1650–Present Day.

This degree offers you a broad engagement with English 
literature, whilst providing opportunities to develop 
expertise in one of a number of specialist areas. A range of 
research-led option modules offer fascinating insights into 
the literature of specific periods, national cultures, and social 
groups. By studying the latest developments in research 
methodology you will cultivate the necessary skills to 
undertake your 15,000 word dissertation, which will be an 
extensive piece of research in your chosen field. You will also 
develop a host of transferable skills which you may deploy in 
a range of other academic or employment contexts.

Core modules you may study on this course include:

• Research Skills 
• Tackling Textuality

 Literary Studies

Key Facts
Degree type: MA

Course code: Q392

Duration: 1 year (full-time) or 2 years (part-time)

Our taught degrees

Option modules include:

• City, Court and Country in Renaissance Drama 
• Ethnic American Literature and Cultural Memory
• Romanticism’s Radical Cultures, 1789–1823
• Postmodern Genres
• Writing Ireland, Writing Wales
• Women, Fiction and Female Community: From Cavendish 

to Wollstonecraft
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successful SRIF-funded initiative that ensures our continued 
position as one of the best-equipped departments of its 
kind in the UK. It is also a Centre of Excellence for research in 
eCognition segmentation and classification software.

Our research facilities include: 

• The Earth Observation and Ecosystem Dynamics 
Research Laboratory has a suite of remote sensing and 
GIS software, including IDL ENVI, Erdas Imagine, ArcGIS, 
ArcInfo and specialised software for radar interferometry, 
photogrammetry, and hyperspectral processing.

• The Geochemistry Laboratory has two automated 
atomic absorption spectrophotometers, a quadrupole 
and a high resolution inductively coupled plasma 
mass spectrometer (ICPMS) with UV laser ablation for 
high resolution solid sampling; an autosampler and a 
desolvating nebuliser for high sensitivity analysis and 
two Dionex ion chromatographs.

• The Centre for Glaciology has applied geophysics, 
oceanographic and geodetic GPS equipment, including 
an intermediate-depth ice corer and hot-water and 
steam ice drills; meteorological stations, data loggers, 
ice radar systems, and borehole analytical tools. A Cold 
Laboratory provides a sub-freezing working environment 
for ice and frozen sediment analysis.

• The Luminescence Research Laboratory, one of the best 
equipped in the world, has six automated luminescence 
readers, including two single grain laser luminescence 
readers, and facilities for measuring environmental 
radiation doses, both in the laboratory and in the field.

• The Sediment Core Laboratory has an Itrax X-ray fluorescence 
(XRF) core scanning system capable of producing digital 
X-radiograph images, digital colour images, and chemical 
element abundances at a spatial resolution as fine as 200μm, 
and magnetic susceptibility scans. 

• For research in Human Geography, the department 
has quantitative and qualitative data analysis software 
(including Qualtrix and Minitab), video cameras, static 
cameras, and interview recording equipment.

Our research degrees
We offer MPhil and PhDs in a wide range of topics (for a 
full list see our website). The main focus of your research 
degree will be a detailed dissertation, and you will receive 
supervision from specialists within the Department on its 
planning, creation and writing.

Taught degrees
Environmental Change, Impact and Adaptation ...................79
Environmental Monitoring and Analysis  .....................................79
Food and Water Security ..............................................................................80
Glaciology .................................................................................................................79 
Landscape and Territory ...............................................................................81 
Practising Human Geography .................................................................80 
Regional and Environmental Policy ...................................................81 
Remote Sensing and 

Geographical Information Systems (GIS) ................................81
River System Dynamics and Management ..................................80

The Department
The Department of Geography and Earth Sciences is one 
of the oldest and most dynamic geography departments 
in the UK. We  offer a variety of postgraduate degrees 
covering the entire range of subjects within Geography 
and Earth Sciences. In 2014 the Department was ranked 
in the top 15 for Geography in the UK for research power 
and 100% of our research was classified as having either 
outstanding or very considerable impact.

Our graduate community

Our graduate community is one of the largest, and most 
vibrant in the UK, and is a significant social hub within the 
University. Alongside its excellent research reputation and 
outstanding facilities, the qualities that appeal most to 
postgraduates are the cohesion, sense of community, and 
opportunities for support and friendship that come with 
being part of an energized group of people with shared 
interests. You will be encouraged to participate in the 
research and teaching culture of the Department, receiving 
a combination of formal and informal training and support. 

The Department has an excellent record in helping 
postgraduates to secure funding, including prestigious 
external sources such as UK Research Councils (AHRC, 
ESRC, NERC, EPSRC), industry partnerships, and 
Aberystwyth University’s Doctoral Career Development 
Scholarship. The Department also offers a range of 
bursaries, travel awards, and discretionary funds.

Facilities 
The Department has excellent research facilities with a range 
of well-equipped laboratories and field equipment, and has 
undertaken a major programme of investment, including a 

The Department of Geography and Earth Sciences has a large and vibrant postgraduate 
community that plays a key role in our research culture. We are committed to developing 
innovative and novel interdisciplinary postgraduate teaching and research as well as 
undertaking world-leading research in geography, Earth and environmental science.

 +44 (0)1970 622606                   www.aber.ac.uk/iges                   iges-admissions@aber.ac.uk
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Our research

The Department’s main research groups and centres cover 
a wide range of research areas, and the Department is also 
part of several interdisciplinary research clusters. Further 
information on these can be found at: www.aber.ac.uk/
en/iges/research-groups

Centre for Glaciology 
Research at the Centre for Glaciology ranges from 
numerical modelling, through process glaciology and 
glacier hydrology to glacial geology and geomorphology. 
We focus on responses of glaciers to mass balance and 
climatic change; interactions between glaciers and the 
marine environment; principles of mass, energy and 
chemical exchange between atmosphere, cryosphere and 
hydrosphere; biogeochemical processes operating close 
to the glacier bed; spatially-distributed variations in ice 
types, including Antarctic ice shelves and basal traction; 
characteristics of subglacial sediments; relationships 
between proglacial geomorphology and glacial processes; 
processes of transport and character of debris in glaciers; 
processes of ice-marginal erosion and deposition; former 
glacier behaviour from glacial geomorphology, and pre-
Pleistocene glacial episodes.

Cultural and Historical Geography Research Group
Aberystwyth is one of the world’s leading centres for 
research in cultural and historical geography, which 
researches a range of themes, geographical areas, and 
time-periods, with a particular focus on the twentieth 
century. This includes projects on issues of mobility, 
memory, heritage, nationalism, materiality, children’s 
geographies, gender, and identity, as well as conceptually 
innovative research on changing understandings of space, 
place, landscape and environment. 

Earth Observation and Ecosystem Dynamics Research 
Group
The primary focus of the Earth Observation and 
Ecosystems Dynamics Group is the use and integration 
of ground, airborne and spaceborne remote sensing 
data for a better understanding of the impacts 
of anthropogenically-induced climate change on 
ecosystems and environments. Our research includes: 
vegetation carbon dynamics in wooded savannas; 
characterising mangroves and monitoring response to 
coastal environmental change; retrieval of parameters 
characterising the Earth’s energy and water cycle; habitat 
classification and vegetation condition assessment; 
quantifying land cover/use dynamics; remote sensing 
of natural hazards including glacial hazards; mapping 
malaria vector aquatic habitat; land surface process 
modelling including SVAT & hydrological/hydraulic 
models. We have expertise in a diverse range of remotely 

sensed data including airborne/spaceborne radar, 
multispectral, hyperspectral optical and thermal infrared 
as well as Light Detection and Ranging (LiDAR) sensors 
and in specialised software development that we 
distribute openly to the interested community.

Environment and Society Research Group
This group aims to foster multidisciplinary research 
on the challenges posed to society by climatic and 
environmental change. The research undertaken 
encompasses both the natural and social sciences and 
reflects some of the most exciting contemporary issues 
in geography and environmental science. Topics include 
environmental hazards, disaster response, desertification, 
water security and human response to the threats posed 
by warming, changing rainfall patterns and flooding.

New Political Geographies Research Group
This internationally-recognised group is concerned with 
the theoretical and empirical explanation of emerging 
new political geographies, revolving around geographies 
of governance, democracy and citizenship; the politics 
of locality, region and territory; environmental politics 
and governmentality; political geographies of economic 
and social regulation; the politics of global mobility and 
migration; and social movements and the politics of 
alternatives.

Quaternary Environmental Change Research Group
The group seeks to characterise and interpret the 
complex record of environmental change of the last two 
million years. Research strengths include Quaternary 
geochronology(especially luminescence dating); 
climatic and anthropogenic change through pollen, 
diatom and geochemical analysis of lake sediments; 
geomorphological study of environmental change and 
human impacts especially in the Mediterranean basin; 
assessing rates of coastal processes; tephrochronology; 
volcanic hazards in prehistory; volcanoes and air pollution 
problems in historic times; environmental archaeology 
and human origins.

River Basin Dynamics and Hydrology Research Group
The aim of this group is to understand and predict the 
effects of recent and long-term environmental change 
on catchment-wide fluvial and hydrological processes. 
The diversity of research is unique in UK geography and is 
central to the group’s success at addressing applied and 
theoretical research questions over a wide range of spatial 
and temporal scales. The group has established itself as one 
of the leaders in this field through its innovative strategic 
and applied research. Fluvio and the Centre for Research in 
Environmental Health are the consulting arms of the group. 
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Our research Our taught degrees 

 Environmental 
Change, Impact 
and Adaptation

This degree will develop your knowledge of the challenges 
posed to society by climatic and environmental change. 
It is an interdisciplinary programme that draws on 
world-leading expertise in both the natural and social 
sciences. You will develop a broad suite of skills necessary 
to investigate topics related to environmental change 
and to evaluate risks to society. Core modules cover a 
diverse range of themes including water management, 
desertification, agricultural sustainability, policy making for 
environmental change, terrestrial carbon cycling, flood risks 
and Quaternary environmental change.

Modules you will study on this course include:

• Advanced Research Skills 1 
• Investigating Environmental Change: Fieldwork 
• Global Climate Change: Debates and Impacts
• Managing Environmental Change in Practice
• Environmental Change a Palaeo Perspective  

Key Facts
Degree type: MSc

Course code: F998

Duration: 1 year (full-time) or 2 years (part-time)

 Environmental 
Monitoring and 
Analysis

This degree will equip you with thorough and highly 
practical training in the theories, methodologies and 
technologies required for monitoring and analysing 
environmental quality. This vocational Masters 
degree addresses a broad, interdisciplinary approach 
to geochemistry, combining elements of geology, 
environmental earth sciences and physical geography. 
Candidates receive specialist practical experience in both 
field sampling and laboratory work, underpinned by solid 
theoretical expertise.

Modules you will study on this course include:

• Advanced Research Skills 1 & 2
• Geochemistry of the Primary and Secondary Environments
• Laboratory Techniques
• Techniques in Environmental Geochemistry
• The Water Framework Directive, Water Quality and 

Hydrological Extremes

Key Facts
Degree type: MSc

Course code: F991

Duration: 1 year (full-time) or 2 years (part-time)

 Glaciology
This degree is designed to provide you with a range of skills 
appropriate for the practical and theoretical challenges of 
glaciological research, but which are also highly relevant 
to wider Earth science and physical geographical contexts 
and employment beyond. Supported by the world-leading 
researchers within the Department, you will gain high-
level, subject-specific expertise in the critically important 
study areas of glaciology, glacial geological and glacial 
geomorphological investigation. The Department’s careful 
balance of intense tutoring and independent study will 
thoroughly prepare you for further doctoral study and 
specialist employment.

Key Facts
Degree type: MSc

Course code: F996

Duration: 1 year (full-time) or 2 years (part-time)

Core modules you will study on this course include:

• Advanced Research Skills 1 & 2
• Approaches to Glaciology
• Glacial Processes and Products
• Glaciological Field Techniques

Students may also choose up to 20 credits in Lab 
Techniques or Remote Sensing and GIS to complement 
their core modules.
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 Practising Human 
Geography

This degree will provide rigorous research training 
in theoretical and practical approaches to human 
geography. Designed as a specific gateway into PhD 
research, the degree will examine how human geography 
has dealt with key themes including space, place, time, 
scale, mobility and power, as well as providing detailed 
training on the methods and ethical frameworks 
underpinning human geography research. You will then 
apply this learning in your own practical research project.

Modules you may study on this course include:

• Key Concepts and Debates in Human Geography
• Principles of Research Design
• Qualitative Data Collection and Analysis
• Quantitative Data Collection and Analysis
• Research Methods in Human Geography

Key Facts
Degree type: MA

Course code: L791

Duration: 1 year (full-time) or 2 years (part-time)

 Food and Water 
Security

This is an innovative interdisciplinary course which focuses 
on the scientific, economic, social and political factors 
that effect the secure production and distribution of 
food and water throughout the world. The course also 
examines the impact of climate change and conflict on 
food and water security across the globe. Drawing on three 
complementary academic disciplines, this new programme 
will train you to contribute significant advances to the way 
in which food and water security is achieved across the 
technical, environmental and social spectrum.

Modules you may study on this course include:

• Food and Water Security: Global Perspectives
• Frontiers in Bioscience
• Managing Food and Water Security in Practice
• The International Politics of Food and Water Security

Key Facts
Degree type: MSc

Course code: D450

Duration: 1 year (full-time) or 2 years (part-time)

 River System Dynamics and Management
This new course aims to develop your knowledge of 
hydrology and fluvial geomorphology and its practical 
application. The course will provide you with insight 
into cutting-edge techniques used in research and 
applied practice. You will be taught by experts from 
the Department’s River Basin Dynamics and Hydrology 
Research Group who lead a wide variety of international 
research programmes.

Modules you may study on this course include:

• Geomorphological Approaches to River System 
Management

• Modelling River Dynamics

• River System Dynamics and Management Field Course
• Water Framework Directive, Water Quality and 

Hydrological Extremes
• Advanced Research Skills 1 & 2

Key Facts
Degree type: MSc

Course code: F999

Duration: 1 year (full-time) or 2 years (part-time)

Human Geographers at 
Aberystwyth research globalisation 
and power in New York



 Landscape and Territory
This degree provides you with the opportunity to develop 
an advanced critical appreciation of contemporary 
human geography with a detailed focus on debates in 
cultural and political geography surrounding landscape 
and territory. You will master an array of analytical and 
interpretive techniques which are crucial to understanding 
the contemporary world, ranging from surveillance, 
regulation and control, to landscape, representation, 
exclusion, materiality, and theories of practice. The course 
comprises a combination of small-group seminar teaching 
and independent learning, with all students completing a 
dissertation in the final stages of the degree.

You will be required to work independently and develop 
your own study methods with which you will tackle your 
dissertation project. You will plan, design and execute 

Key Facts
Degree type: MA

Course code: L795

Duration: 1 year (full-time) or 2 years (part-time)

a significant independent research project in human 
geography, demonstrating the links between research 
design, data collection and data analysis, within an 
appropriate timetable and schedule of work.

Modules you may study on this course include:

• Encountering Territory
• Engaging Landscape
• Key Concepts and Debates in Human Geography
• Research Methods in Human Geography

 Remote Sensing 
and Geographical 
Information 
Systems (GIS)

This degree combines the fields of GIS and remote sensing 
to provide you with a strong theoretical and conceptual 
background and vocational training in these interrelated 
topics. The course particularly focuses on conveying new 
approaches to data processing, analysis and interpretation 
as well as the use of innovative technologies, such as 
unmanned airborne vehicles.

Modules you may study on this course include:

• Advanced Research Skills 1 & 2
• Fundamentals of Remote Sensing and GIS
• Skills in Remote Sensing and GIS
• Issues in Remote Sensing and GIS
• Work Experience in Remote Sensing and GIS

Key Facts
Degree type: MSc

Course code: F994

Duration: 1 year (full-time) or 2 years (part-time)

 Regional and 
Environmental 
Policy

This degree will train you in strategies for tackling the 
complex issues of environmental degradation and 
regional inequality, and will equip you to evaluate 
policy-based responses to such problems. This highly 
relevant Masters will connect you to the latest research in 
human geography and help you explore the dynamics of 
environmental and economic change. You will analyse the 
policy-making process, policy implementation, and the 
resulting challenges that arise from policy intervention. 
As you study, you will master the conceptual and 
methodological tools that will enable you to become a 
confident and professional policy researcher and analyst.

Modules you may study on this course include:

• Environmental Policy and Sustainability
• Regional Policy and Governance
• Research Methods in Human Geography
• Training for Policy Research

Key Facts
Degree type: MA

Course code: L796

Duration: 1 year (full-time) or 2 years (part-time)
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History and Welsh 
History

100% of our postgraduates were  
IN WORK AND/OR FURTHER STUDY 
6 MONTHS AFTER GRADUATION, 
7% more than the national average



all postgraduates. The Department offers a range of 
research training opportunities, from classes in Latin and 
palaeography to training in oral history. There are also 
opportunities for research postgraduates to contribute to 
undergraduate teaching.

Facilities
The Department is housed on Penglais campus 
immediately adjacent to the University’s main Hugh Owen 
Library, which has major holdings in British, European, and 
American history, in addition to many online resources 
and archival collections. Within walking distance is the 
National Library of Wales, one of only five copyright 
libraries in the UK. This is the major record and manuscript 
repository in Wales, and an immensely valuable resource 
for historians working on manuscripts and printed 
materials from any period. It makes Aberystwyth one of 
the best-equipped locations for historical research in the 
whole of Britain.

Our research degrees
The Department offers MPhil and PhD degrees, which 
offer you the opportunity to undertake advanced 
historical research under the expert supervision of 
a member of our academic staff. We offer research 
supervision in all our areas of research expertise, and have 
supported students from a wide range of academic and 
non-academic backgrounds to the successful completion 
of their research degrees. Individual supervision is 
supplemented by departmental and University-level 
research training, and all our research postgraduates are 
warmly encouraged to participate in the wider research 
culture of the Department.

Taught degrees
Eighteenth Century Britain ........................................................................85
History and Heritage .......................................................................................87
History of Wales/Hanes Cymru ...............................................................87
Media History.........................................................................................................87
Medieval Britain and Europe ....................................................................85
Modern British History ..................................................................................86
Modern European History ..........................................................................86
Modern History ....................................................................................................86

The Department
The Department of History and Welsh History prides itself 
on the range and depth of its research expertise, from the 
medieval to the modern and contemporary periods. We 
have specialists working on British, continental European, 
American and Asian history, and in research fields ranging 
from political, cultural, religious, social and economic 
history, to the history of science, technology and 
medicine, gender history, urban history, and the history of 
the mass media. Meanwhile, the Department is one of the 
principal centres of teaching and research in Welsh history 
from the medieval period to the present day.

Our graduate community
The Department has a lively and close-knit group of MA, 
MPhil and PhD students, who are very much a part of 
the historical research community. Postgraduates are 
encouraged to attend departmental conferences and 
research seminars, and they also organise their own 
informal seminar series, themed conferences directed at 
undergraduates, and an annual postgraduate conference 
which attracts students from around the world. Shared 
office space within the Department is allocated to 

History has been taught at Aberystwyth since the foundation of the University in 1872, 
making the Department of History and Welsh History the oldest history department in 
Wales and one of the first in Britain.

 +44 (0)1970 622662                     www.aber.ac.uk/en/history                     history-enquiries@aber.ac.uk
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Our research

The Department has recently successfully obtained 
a number of significant external research grants. Our 
Centre for Media History is currently concluding a major 
Leverhulme Trust funded project on the British press during 
the Second World War, and the Department is home to 
the major AHRC funded ‘Seals in Medieval Wales’ project, 
which investigates seals from Wales and the Marches 
to explore aspects of medieval society, economy and 
religion in new ways. Other major funded projects include 
studies of famine in medieval Britain, evangelicalism in 
the eighteenth century, and the relationships between 
science, fiction and popular culture 1887-2007. Staff from 
the Department are also involved in collaborations with 
other institutions, for instance on the AHRC Ireland-Wales 
network, the Aberystwyth and Bangor Universities’ Institute 
for Medieval and Early Modern History (IMEMS), the 
AHRC-funded Kaiserchronik project, and a major Wellcome 
Trust project on the history of disability. Members of the 
Department contribute editorally to some of the most 
influential journals in historical scholarship, including 
Continuity and Change, Economic History Review, Llafur, 
Twentieth-Century British History, Welsh History Review, The 
Medieval Journal and Eighteenth-Century Ireland.

The Department is home to several research centres, the 
majority involving interdisciplinary research:

Centre for the Social and Cultural History of Wales
This Centre aims to promote the study of the history of 
Wales across all chronological periods; supports individual 
and collaborative research projects; and stimulates critical 
analysis of the development of Welsh historiography. 
It also arranges research seminars, and organizes day 
schools and conferences on key themes in the history of 
modern Wales.

The Centre’s research expertise spans the medieval, 
early modern and late modern periods, and thematically 
includes: the medieval church and the medieval 
peasantry; early modern gender and religion; modern 
urban developments and public health; the media, music 
and popular culture; missionaries and imperialism; and 
ethnic minorities and national identity. This concentration 
of expertise in Welsh history is unmatched by any other 
department in the UK.

Institute of Medieval and Early Modern Studies
The Institute (www.imems.ac.uk) is an interdisciplinary 
research centre hosted by the universities of Aberystwyth 
and Bangor, in which our historians play a leading role. 
It organises and supports training workshops, colloquia, 
conferences and symposia in any aspect of medieval and 
early modern studies. The Institute provides you with a 
lively research environment and offers a supportive and 

stimulating context for your work in medieval and early 
modern studies.

Centre for Media History
A joint venture between this Department and the 
Department of Theatre, Film and Television Studies, this 
interdisciplinary Centre aims to promote the exploration 
of media in a specifically historical context, and promotes 
teaching and research in the field of media history. It also 
seeks to publicise and popularise the use of media and 
media-related sources as key research tools for a wide 
range of historical studies.

Our research expertise is internationally recognised, 
and the journal Media History is currently based at the 
University. We benefit from the vast archival and book 
resources of the National Library of Wales, in particular 
its National Screen and Sound Archive. We see media 
history in its widest context, from the early modern period 
(or indeed earlier) to the present day, encompassing the 
broadest possible range of media, from print culture, 
cinema and broadcasting to photography and advertising.

Centre for Research in Historiography and Historical 
Culture
The Centre aims to promote the exploration of past 
and current trends in historiographical and other 
representations of the past. It also seeks to explore the 
relationships between academic and amateur historians’ 
engagements with the past, and promote teaching and 
research in the fields of historiography and historical 
cultures. The Centre has international contacts in South 
Korea, Germany, Norway, Japan and the USA; and has 
received research funding from the British Academy, the 
AHRC, and the Huntington Library (California).  Historians 
associated with the Centre are also currently embarking on 
a follow-up to the Department’s successful historiography 
textbook Making History (ed. P Lambert and P Schofield, 
2004). 

Centre for the History of Science, Technology and 
Medicine
The Centre is at present the only such Centre at any Welsh 
university, and is currently the institutional home of History 
of Science. Research interests range from medieval and 
early modern natural philosophy, through Victorian popular 
physics to the social history of medicine and the history 
of modern technology. Recent externally-funded projects 
include ‘Disability and Industrial Society: A Comparative 
Cultural History of British Coalfields’ (funded by the Wellcome 
Trust) and ‘Recreating the late Victorian Scientific Experience’ 
(funded by the AHRC). The Centre also hosts conferences, 
seminars and workshops, encourages collaboration, and 
provides a supportive institutional environment.

84 History and Welsh History
Institute of Geography, History, Politics and Psychology  |  Aberystwyth University

www.imems.ac.uk


Our taught degrees 

 Medieval Britain 
and Europe

This Masters scheme draws on the strengths of the 
Department in the field of British and European history 
from the Norman Conquest to the Reformation. It offers 
you the opportunity to investigate medieval Britain within 
its wider European context and from a variety of thematic 
angles including political, cultural, economic, social and 
religious history. A programme of intensive Latin and 
palaeography training is integral to the scheme, which 
attracts significant numbers of students from outside as 
well as inside the UK.

Modules you may study on this course include:

• England in Context in the Long Thirteenth Century
• Latin for Postgraduate Study
• Medieval London
• The World of Matthew Paris: History and Identity in the 

Age of Magna Carta
• Using Manuscript Sources for Medieval Studies: 

Palaeography and Diplomatic
• Working with History (work placement module)

Key Facts
Degree type: MA

UCAS code: V192X

Duration: 1 year (full-time) or 2 years (part-time)

 Eighteenth 
Century Britain

This Masters scheme draws on one of the Department’s 
key research specialisms. It enables you to study the 
history of eighteenth-century Britain as an integrated 
whole, whilst at the same time offering you the 
opportunity to specialise in the history of England, Ireland, 
Scotland and/or Wales within that context. The scheme 
explores the numerous ‘revolutions’ (political, cultural, 
religious and intellectual) experienced over the course of 
the century, and offers specialist options in such topics 
as British radicals and Romantics, the Atlantic World, and 
Ireland and the 1798 rebellion. You will also have the 
opportunity to study post-medieval palaeography as part 
of the scheme.

Modules you may study on this course include:

• Ireland and the 1798 Rebellion
• Manuscript Skills: Post-Medieval Palaeography and 

Diplomatic
• Radicals and Romantics: The British Isles in the 1790s
• The British Isles in the Age of Revolutions
• The Georgian Spa and Seaside Resort
• Working with History (work placement module)

Key Facts
Degree type: MA

UCAS code: V193

Duration: 1 year (full-time) or 2 years (part-time)

Aberystwyth castle was built in the thirteenth century by 
Edward I, and provides a superb opportunity for you to 
study history in a practical setting.
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 Modern History
This Masters scheme offers you the opportunity to study 
modern history from the early nineteenth century to the 
present with a team of leading specialists in their fields, with 
the opportunity to focus if you wish on specific geographical 
areas (e.g. modern Britain, continental Europe, the USA), or 
themes (for instance, history and memory, media history). 
After a core module which addresses the concept of political 
culture in modern historical context, you have the opportunity 
to follow your own interests through a variety of options in 
modern political, diplomatic, social and cultural history, that 
draw on the full range of departmental research resources. The 
research training element of this scheme introduces you to a 
variety of modern history sources and archival resources, as 
well as allowing you to gain language or other technical skills.

Modules you may study on this course include:

• The Allure and Uses of the Past: Historical Culture in 
Modern Europe

• The American Public, Washington and the World
• Political Culture in Modern Britain, Europe and the USA
• Politics and Culture of the Cold War in Southeast Asia 
• Sources for Postgraduate Study in the Modern Humanities 

and Social Sciences 
• The Working Class and Labour Movements in Europe, 

1848-1945
• Working with History (work placement module)

Key Facts
Degree type: MA

UCAS code: V140

Duration: 1 year (full-time) or 2 years (part-time)

 Modern British 
History

This Masters scheme provides a more specialist version 
of the MA in Modern History. It enables you to study 
in depth a range of aspects of the political, social and 
cultural history of Britain from the Victorian period to 
the present, with options covering such topics as science 
and the Victorians, politics and the mass media, Anglo-
American interactions, and popular memory and the 
Second World War.

Modules you may study on this course include:

• Britain and the USA: Cultural and Political Connections 
and Disconnections 1945-1970 

• Political Culture in Modern Britain, Europe and the USA
• Science, Place and Victorian Culture
• Sources for Postgraduate Research in the Modern 

Humanities and Social Sciences
• The Second World War in British History and Popular 

Memory 
• Working with History (work placement module)

Key Facts
Degree type: MA

UCAS code: V192Y

Duration: 1 year (full-time) or 2 years (part-time)

 Modern European History
This Masters scheme provides a more specialist version of the 
MA in Modern History. It offers you the opportunity to study 
European politics and society from the early nineteenth 
century to the present, with specialists in the history of 
both Western and Eastern Europe. Particular focus is given 
to such themes as the forging of political identities; the 
relationship between active citizenship and state power; 
and the experiences, traditions and memories that have 
underpinned distinctive social and political communities in 
and across Europe in the modern period. Research training 
options include the opportunity to develop or enhance your 
knowledge of a European language.

Modules you may study on this course include:

• Political Culture in Modern Britain, Europe and the USA
• Sources for Postgraduate Research in the Modern Humanities  

and Social Sciences  
• The European Great Powers in the Age of the World Wars 
• The Allure and Uses of the Past: Historical Culture in Modern  

Europe 
• The Working Class and Labour Movements in Europe, 1848-1945
• Working with History (work placement module)

Key Facts
Degree type: MA

UCAS code: V192Z

Duration: 1 year (full-time) or 2 years (part-time)
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• Political Culture in Modern Britain, Europe and the USA
• Sources for Postgraduate Research in the Modern Humanities  

and Social Sciences  
• The European Great Powers in the Age of the World Wars 
• The Allure and Uses of the Past: Historical Culture in Modern  

Europe 
• The Working Class and Labour Movements in Europe, 1848-1945
• Working with History (work placement module)

 History of Wales / 
Hanes Cymru

This is your opportunity to explore the history of Wales 
from a variety of thematic and chronological perspectives 
in one of the world’s leading centres of teaching and 
research in Welsh history, and with the National Library 
of Wales, the principal archive repository for the Welsh 
nation, on your doorstep. Whether you have studied 
Welsh history in the past or not, this scheme, invites you 
to study the broad sweep of Welsh history, from the social, 
political and religious frameworks that emerged in early 
modern Wales through to key themes in modern social 
history. You will also have the opportunity to develop your 
research skills in Welsh history, including Welsh language 
tuition, and to pursue your own research project in an 
aspect of Welsh history under the expert supervision of 
one of our unrivalled team of Welsh historians.

Modules you may study on this course include:

• Class and Community in Wales 1850-1939 
• Health, Medicine and Society in Wales 
• Landownership and Society in Wales 
• Religion and Identity in Early Modern Wales
• The Making of Modern Wales 
• Working with History (work placement module)

Key Facts
Degree type: MA

UCAS code: V194

Duration: 1 year (full-time) or 2 years (part-time)

 History and 
Heritage

This Masters scheme has been developed for those who 
are interested in the academic study of history both 
within and outside the academy, and those who are 
interested in pursuing careers in the heritage industry 
itself. It offers you the opportunity to explore key concepts 
and debates in heritage studies, to acquire heritage-
related business skills, and to participate for academic 
credit in a work placement or internship with a leading 
heritage organisation (including the National Library 
of Wales, the Royal Commission on the Ancient and 
Historical Monuments of Wales, and the National Trust) 
that will enable you to develop your practical experience 
in this field.

Modules you may study on this course include:

• Concepts and Sources in Heritage Studies 
• Heritage Organisations and the Presentation of the Past
• People and Organisations
• The Georgian Spa and Seaside Resort 
• The Second World War in British History and Popular 

Memory 
• Working with History (work placement module)

Key Facts
Degree type: MA

UCAS code: V192W

Duration: 1 year (full-time) or 2 years (part-time)

 Media History
This interdisciplinary Masters scheme draws on the 
research strengths and expertise of both the Department 
of History and Welsh History and the Department of 
Theatre, Film and Television Studies. It seeks to combine 
the best of both theoretical and historical approaches 
to give you an in-depth and closely historicised 
understanding of the modern mass media in Britain and 
beyond. It also provides the research training necessary to 
enable you to embark on your own independent research 
in the field of media history.

Modules you may study on this course include:

• Broadcasting, Society and Culture
• Media History: An Introduction
• Political Power and the Media in Britain
• Research Methods and Professional Skills in History
• Sources for Postgraduate Research in the Modern 

Humanities and Social Sciences 
• War and the Media
• Working with History (work placement module)

Key Facts
Degree type: MA

UCAS code: V198

Duration: 1 year (full-time) or 2 years (part-time)
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Information  
Studies

97% of our postgraduates were  
IN WORK AND/OR FURTHER STUDY 
6 MONTHS AFTER GRADUATION, 
3% more than the national average



Facilities 
Full-time and distance learning students have access to 
dedicated departmental computing resources as well as 
the University’s central resources. On-campus computing 
and a virtual learning environment facilitate interaction 
between students as well as student-staff communication. 
Attendance at residential study events for distance 
learning students provides an additional forum for 
involvement in the University’s central activities. 

Research students are allocated office space with 
computing facilities. Library facilities include a subject-
specific library in addition to the University’s central 
libraries. The recently refurbished Thomas Parry Library on 
the Llanbadarn campus has an unparalleled collection of 
archival, library and information management materials, 
including an extensive range of international journals. 

The University’s main Hugh Owen library has over 
845,000 volumes, and subscribes to over 45,000 current 
periodicals, as well as networked databases and access to 
electronic journals and information sources.

Students also have free access to the National Library of 
Wales. As one of only five copyright libraries in the UK, it 
has a right to every book published in the UK and has over 
6 million volumes, archives, manuscripts, maps and prints.

The Department organises monthly research seminars 
(AIRS) in partnership with colleagues in the National 
Library of Wales and the University’s Information Services.

Our research degrees
The Department offers MPhil and PhD degrees and is 
able to supervise students researching into any aspect 
of information studies. Topics mostly fall into the broad 
categories of: 

• Knowledge and Information Management
• Information Organisation
• Social, Cultural, and Behavioural Aspects of Information

Full-time students are also required to register for the 
Research Training Programme, while distance learning 
students complete departmental research training 
modules. Each candidate is assigned two supervisors for 
regular consultation.

Taught degrees
Archive Administration .................................................................................90 
Digital Curation ....................................................................................................91 
Digital Information Services .....................................................................91 
Information Governance and Assurance .......................................91
Information and Library Studies ...........................................................92 
Information Management and Leadership .................................92 
International Archives, Records 

and Information Management ........................................................93 
Management of Library and Information Services ..............93

The Department
The range of expertise provided by staff in the 
Department of Information Studies is complemented 
through close professional links both locally and 
nationally. Further contributions to teaching, practical 
work and research projects are made by the National 
Library of Wales, local record offices, the University’s 
Archive and national memory organisations such as The 
National Archives and the British Library, as well as fellow 
members of the Digital Preservation Coalition.

Membership of the Archives and Records Association 
(ARA), Chartered Institute of Library and Information 
Professionals (CILIP), the Archives and Records Council 
Wales (ARCW) and the Digital Preservation Coalition (DPC) 
enables students and staff to participate in professional 
dialogue at both regional and national level.   

Our graduate community
The graduate community at Aberystwyth will provide you 
with a fantastic opportunity to meet students from all 
over the world. Postgraduates from all departments within 
the University meet regularly, and most departments host 
social opportunities for postgraduates to meet with each 
other and with staff. The University also offers a dedicated 
postgraduate hall of residence where postgraduates 
are able to live together. You will find that staff within 
the Department are very supportive and approachable 
and you will have regular contact with your lecturers – 
whether that’s through the course or bumping into them 
around the campus and town.

The Department of Information Studies is one of the largest departments of its kind 
in the UK and it offers a wide range of specialist studies in contemporary information, 
archives, curation, records and library studies. The dedicated team of staff aim to provide a 
supportive, progressive learning environment for postgraduate study.

 +44 (0)1970 622188                           www.aber.ac.uk/en/dis                           dis-dept@aber.ac.uk
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Our research

Our research activity clusters around issues relating to 
the ability of individuals, organisations, and societies 
to obtain, manage, organise and retrieve information 
and knowledge in an increasingly complex and 
diverse digital age. Contemporary issues relate to 
intellectual property, cultural memory and identity, 
and communication and creativity in a digital age. 
Digital innovation and developments, social media, 
web 2.0 and beyond, the potential for an ‘infinite 
archive’ and associated changes to the way people 
and organisations interact are opening up new 
opportunities and challenges for libraries, information 
services, museums and archives.

The research themes within the Department include:

• Knowledge and Information Management: 
managing organisational information and 
knowledge resources in an increasingly complex 
digital age 

• Information Organisation: semiotics of 
information structures and information retrieval 
principles

• Social, Cultural, and Behavioural Aspects of 
Information: information in society at regional, 
national and global levels, including issues of 
intellectual property, cultural memory, identity, 
communication and creativity in a digital age

Emerging areas of research include digital curation 
which involves the organisational processes, technical 
architectures, social standards and policy creation 
required for the lifecycle management of digital 
materials.

Staff in the Department are involved in editorial roles 
for academic journals and book series including, 
Archives and Records: the Journal of the Archives and 
Records Association; The Electronic Library; New Library 
World; Digital Preservation Coalition’s Technology Watch 
Series; Library Review; Performance Measurement 
and Metrics: The International Journal for Library and 
Information Services; Library Management; Library and 
Information Research; ASLIB Proceedings; International 
Journal of Information Management, and New Review of 
Information Behaviour Research. 

The vocational nature of the Department requires 
that we maintain links with and show leadership in 
developments related to professional practice. The 
establishment in 2010/11 of the AIRS series of research 
seminars is an example of this collaborative activity.

Our taught degrees

 Archive 
Administration

You will learn professional principles and techniques and 
acquire the core skills which will enable you to play a part 
in the preservation, management and exploitation of an 
invaluable informational and historical resource. This course 
is designed to prepare you for work in any archive or records 
management environment. It provides the professional 
training which is required for entry into these professional 
areas.  This course is also available through distance learning.

Modules you may study on this course include:

• Archive Management: Archive Services
• Archives Collection Development and Description
• Post-medieval Palaeography and Diplomatic
• Records and Information Governance
• Study of Records: Creators and Users

Key Facts
Degree type: MA

Course code: P192

Duration: 1 year (full-time) or 2-5 years  
(distance learning)
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Our taught degrees

 Digital Curation
This degree is designed to train you in the enhanced skills 
required for collecting and curating electronic information 
and preparing it for use by individuals and organisations. 
This includes the complexities of digital asset 
management. You will master the policies, procedures 
and governance required to ensure the integrity of 
digital material over time, and you will graduate with 
the skills and experience to handle information for any 
size of organisation, be it national, governmental or 
international. In addition to subject-specific instruction, 
you will also be trained in mediation so that you can 
manage the dialogue between stakeholders in the new 
digital information ecology.

Modules you may study on this course include:

• Archives Collection Development and Description
• Digital Information: Management for Access and 

Preservation
• Information Systems in Organisations
• Knowledge and Information Architecture
• Records and Information Governance

Key Facts
Degree type: MSc

Course code: P120

Duration: 1 year (full-time)

 Digital Information 
Services

This degree will provide you with the enhanced skills 
required for managing the transfer of electronic 
information within and between organisations and 
individuals. The course addresses the theoretical and the 
practical – including studying managerial and strategic 
issues as well as the technical and practical aspects of 
digital library services and management. You will graduate 
with the skills and experience to handle information for 
any size of organisation, be it national, governmental 
or international. As well as instructing you in subjects 
essential to a digital information professional – such as 
information architecture, literacy and management – 
your tutors will encourage you to work creatively and 
independently on your chosen areas of study.

Modules you may study on this course include:

• Developing Information Literacy in a Digital World
• Digital Information: Management for Access and 

Preservation
• Information Organisation and Retrieval
• Information Services: Planning for Delivery
• Knowledge and Information Architecture

Key Facts
Degree type: MSc

Course code: P121

Duration: 1 year (full-time)

 Information Governance and Assurance
Increasingly these two disciplines are located in the same 
individual or department, developing strategy, policy and 
procedures for managing our digital assets. Information 
risk frameworks and assurance are further core elements 
of the course for understanding issues of authenticity 
and integrity. You will be equipped to take a more hands 
on role in developing strategy, policy and procedures 
for managing digital assets. This course is only available 
through distance learning.

Modules you may study on this course include:

• Compliance Law and Ethics

• Digital Records
• Information Assurance
• Records Management
• Research in the Profession
• Studies in Management

Key Facts
Degree type: MSc

Course code: P116

Duration: 1 year (full-time) or 2-5 years  
(distance learning)
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 Information and 
Library Studies

This degree will introduce you to the challenges and best 
practice methods that determine the flow of information 
within and between organisations and their users. You will 
study how issues such as censorship, multiculturalism and 
intellectual freedom affect this movement. You will also 
study how technology impacts the delivery of information 
and library services in a range of important societal 
contexts, such as health, education and business arenas. 
By studying the principles and practical applications of 
these and many other subject areas, you will acquire 
skills that are highly desirable to all employers who rely 
on the flow of information including private companies, 
government bodies and public organisations. This course 
is also available through distance learning.

Modules you may study on this course include:

• Collection Management
• Information and Society
• Information Organisation and Retrieval
• Information Services: Planning for Delivery
• Studies in Management

Key Facts
Degree type: MA

Course code: P194

Duration: 1 year (full-time) or 2-5 years  
(distance learning)

 Information 
Management and 
Leadership

This degree is designed to deepen your understanding 
of information resource management and enterprise. It 
will challenge you to manage the transfer and curation of 
knowledge across physical and administrative boundaries 
and between business units and disciplines. You will 
graduate with the skills and experience to improve 
management and leadership practice of world class 
information organisations. 

Modules you may study on this course include:

• Contemporary Leadership
• Information Systems in Organisations
• Markets Consumption and Strategy
• Studies in Management

Key Facts
Degree type: MSc

Course code: P122

Duration: 1 year (full-time) 
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 International 
Archives, Records 
and Information 
Management

You will learn professional principles and techniques 
and acquire the core skills which will enable you to 
play a part in the management and exploitation of an 
invaluable informational resource which underpins 
organisational success. The course offers three pathways: 
Archives Management, Records Management, and 
Information Management and aims to foster the ability 
to communicate across different levels of an organisation 
and with fellow information professionals. This course is 
only available through distance learning.

Modules you may study on this course include:

• Digital Records
• Records Management
• Research in the Profession
• Studies in Management

Key Facts
Degree type: MA

Course code: P115D

Duration: 2-5 years (distance learning)

 Management 
of Library and 
Information 
Services

This scheme has been devised in response to the needs 
of the library and information profession for Continuing 
Professional Development. The demands placed upon 
managers in the library and information profession are 
increasing in their complexity. Library and information 
managers are having to deal with rapid change and 
development. This is designed to help the professionals to 
cope with the demands placed upon them, and to prepare 
mid-career professionals for the next stage in their career. 
This course is only available through distance learning.

Modules you may study on this course include:

• Digital Information: Discovery to delivery
• Information Systems in Organisations
• Publishing and the Web
• Research and Evaluation Methods in Information Systems
• Studies in Management

Key Facts
Degree type: MSc

Course code: P195D

Duration: 2-5 years (distance learning)

The National Library of Wales, one of only five UK copyright libraries, is located next to Penglais campus.  Home to over 
5,000,000 digital images and electronic resources, and 6,000,000 books and journals, the library works closely with the 
University and does offer some work experience opportunities



International  
Politics

BEST IN 
WALES

and 7TH IN THE UK
for research quality,  
Research Excellence Framework 2014

69% of publications submitted rated  
WORLD-LEADING and  
INTERNATIONALLY EXCELLENT,  
Research Excellence Framework 2014

in the 2015 QS World University Rankings

6THIN THE UK for 
academic 
reputation

IN POLITICS AND INTERNATIONAL STUDIES



The Department of International Politics at Aberystwyth University is the oldest of its kind 
in the world and offers an extensive range of postgraduate degree schemes. Recognised 
as being among the leading UK departments for the study of international relations in the 
2014 Research Excellence Framework, the Department has a thriving Graduate School that 
reflects decades of experience of producing generations of outstanding postgraduate 
students. It attracts some of the brightest and best students from around the world to study 
in a challenging and highly stimulating intellectual environment.

The sheer breadth of expertise offered by the Department 
allows you to engage with the most pressing issues 
and topics in international relations such as democracy 
promotion; ethics; global health; intelligence studies; 
international history; international theory; the cyber 
dimension of international relations; military history; 
political philosophy; postcolonial politics; security studies; 
strategic studies; sustainable development; Welsh politics; 
and a wide range of regional expertise.

Our graduate community
The Department of International Politics offers excellent 
support to postgraduate students. We provide an 
intellectually stimulating, safe and relaxed physical 
environment in which to work, and allocate significant 
resources in order to ensure that you are well equipped to 
pursue and complete your studies.

Facilities
The International Politics Building provides outstanding 
facilities, including excellent intellectual spaces in which 
to study and conduct research. All PhD students are 
allocated a shared office, and Masters students have a 
designated work room for their use. The University library 
has one of the best collections of journals and books on 
international politics in Britain (collected since 1919), and 
is a European Union Documentation Centre. The National 
Library of Wales, a copyright library of world standing, is 
located adjacent to the campus and is a Documentation 
Centre for the United Nations.

 +44 (0)1970 622708                   www.aber.ac.uk/en/interpol                    interpol@aber.ac.uk

Taught degrees
Critical International Politics ....................................................................97 
Food and Water Security ..............................................................................99 
Intelligence and Strategic Studies .......................................................98 
International Politics of the Internet .................................................98
International Relations ..................................................................................97 
Politics, Media and Performance ..........................................................99
Postcolonial Politics ..........................................................................................98 
Security Studies ...................................................................................................98 

The Department
The Department of International Politics possesses an 
enviable international reputation for its research activities. 
It has about forty academic and research staff, all of whom 
are research-active and engaged in the production of 
high quality monographs, edited collections and journal 
articles. Staff are also actively involved in the academic 
community as a whole, engaging in a wide range of 
activities, from editing major international journals to 
producing policy papers that shape scholarly debates and 
inform policymakers. Their expertise is frequently sought 
by national and international media. 

DID YOU KNOW?
Professor Colin McInnes has been looking at the politics of disease outbreaks worldwide, 
including the Ebola crisis, and how globally we’re still not managing them effectively.  His webcast 
discusses how he believes there are fundamental reasons why we’re failing to contain and prevent 
disease outbreaks, and unless we look at how they can be prevented or controlled, they will 
continue to occur.
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Our research

The Department of International Politics is home to an 
outstandingly talented group of scholars who regularly 
publish in leading journals and the world’s finest presses.  
They are also active participants in major conferences 
throughout the world, helping to shape the direction of 
the field and to understand the most urgent problems of 
contemporary international relations. 

The Department’s extraordinary research culture is also 
evident in a wealth of events and activities.  Several 
prestigious annual events, such as the annual EH Carr 
and David Davies Memorial Institute lectures, bring 
major academic and political figures to Aberystwyth.  
Leading scholars join staff and postgraduate students 
in the weekly research seminar. Staff and students 
are able to explore specialised interests in one of nine 
research groups, which host visiting speakers, organise 
conferences, and run their own seminar series.  A number 
of academic journals are also edited by members of the 
Department, enabling you to gain experience in this field 
of academic work.

Professional Development 
Professional and career development is regarded as 
an integral part of the PhD programme. Each year our 
students are required to present aspects of their research 
to their peers and members of staff, the culmination 
of which is a presentation of the entire project to the 
International Politics Research Seminar, which is attended 
by the whole PhD community and research and teaching 
staff. PhD students also benefit from regular professional 
development workshops that address issues ranging from 
the challenges of writing and research to issues related to 
publishing, teaching and entering the job market. 

The Department offers the opportunity for PhD students 
to gain valuable experience as Part-Time Teaching Staff 
(PTTS) or Part-Time Research Staff (PTRS). All PTTS receive 
training and support from permanent teaching staff, 
and many have gone on to win one of the University’s 
Outstanding Graduate Teaching Assistant awards. 

The Department of International Politics is home to one 
of the largest and most successful PhD programmes in 
Europe. Students undertaking PhD research are fully 
integrated into the Department’s renowned research 
culture. The considerable achievements of Aberystwyth 
PhD graduates are indicated in a significant number of 
prize winning theses, high quality published work and 
conspicuous success in the job market.

Students devise and carry out a major piece of research 
of their own design and make an original contribution 
to knowledge of their chosen discipline. Students who 
have not already completed a recognised programme 
in research methods as part of their Masters degree, 
undertake an ESRC recognised package of social science 
research training modules during the first year of their 
PhD registration.

Supervision and progression 
Our students enjoy the very best supervision in the field. 
Each student is assigned two supervisors and supervision 
meetings take place every two weeks during term-time 
(every three weeks out of term-time). The exceptionally close 
working relationship encouraged by this system translates 
into a completion rate that is in excess of 95% in the last ten 
years, which is well above the norm in other institutions.

Our research degrees
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Our taught degrees

Specialist and Research Training Pathways
Most of the Department’s Masters schemes are offered 
through two distinct pathways: Specialist and Research 
Training. 

The Specialist (S) pathway provides the opportunity 
for students to pursue advanced, subject-specific 
study in their chosen area of the discipline. Students 
following this pathway take one or two compulsory 
degree scheme modules (depending on the choice of 
degree scheme), two modules from a bespoke basket 
of degree scheme related options, and further modules 
to form a total of 120 credits from any offered by the 
Department (which may include one Masters module 

 Critical 
International 
Politics

This scheme examines the nature of power in a global 
political context. You will critically study international 
politics and its bearing on issues including gender, race, 
class, power, sovereignty, community, memory, culture, 
identity, difference, modernity, harm, violence, resistance, 
security and much more. You will be challenged to 
critically evaluate current research, and explore the 
conditions that give rise to contemporary forms of 
political activism and their potential for bringing about 
resistance or emancipation. In doing so, you will study 
critical social and political theory, postcolonial politics, 
international relations, environmental politics and security 
studies. You will understand the interconnectivity of 
human activity – how shifts in the political sphere create 
powerful changes across business, culture, religion and 
wider society.

Key Facts
Degree type: MA

Pathways offered: Specialist and Research Training

Course code: L281

Duration: 1 year (full-time) or 2 years (part-time)

 International 
Relations 

Our contemporary era has thrust many of the emerging 
issues of international politics directly into our everyday 
lives creating the need for a more systematic and 
informed engagement. This degree aims to investigate 
such emerging issues, in particular the changing nature 
of violence, war, security and development and its effects 
on international society, the transformation of political 
communities and the contemporary international system. 
The scheme will introduce you to the core theories and 
concepts that shape the practices of international politics 
through an in-depth engagement with key debates 
in the discipline of International Relations in light of 
various case studies. In so doing, it provides you with 
an introduction to the advanced study of international 
relations from a distinctly normative and critical angle, for 
which Aberystwyth has an international reputation. It will 
include topics such as anarchy, sovereignty, power, peace, 
war, harm, justice, ethics, realism, the global distribution 
of wealth and resources and trust in world politics.

Key Facts
Degree type: MA

Pathways offered: Specialist and Research Training

Course code: L280

Duration: 1 year (full-time) or 2 years (part-time)

offered elsewhere in the University) along with a 60 
credit dissertation.

The Research Training (RT) pathway is particularly useful for 
students who have a first degree in Politics/International 
Relations and who are either planning to undertake a PhD 
or envisage a career in social science research. Students 
following this pathway take one or two compulsory degree 
scheme modules (depending on the choice of degree 
scheme), a suite of research training modules, and either 
one or two modules from a bespoke basket of degree 
scheme related options. The Research Training pathway 
also culminates in a 60 credit dissertation.
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 Intelligence and 
Strategic Studies

This scheme is designed to help you develop a critical 
awareness of the state of theory and practice in the field 
of intelligence studies in combination with an in-depth 
understanding of the contemporary use of force in 
international relations. The issues and debates explored 
include contending approaches and conceptual debates 
concerning the nature and definition of both intelligence 
and strategic studies, and their mutual relationship. 
Topics covered include classical and contemporary 
strategic thinkers, contemporary strategic problems, 
Operation Enduring Freedom, Operation Iraqi Freedom, 
nuclear weapons, new directions in modern warfare, 
organisation of intelligence, covert action, espionage, 
counterintelligence, accountability, the impact of 9/11 
and the role of intelligence in the invasion of Iraq in 2003.

Key Facts
Degree type: MA

Pathways offered: Specialist

Course code: L291

Duration: 1 year (full-time) or 2 years (part-time)

 International 
Politics of the 
Internet

This Masters will provide you with the opportunity to study 
one of the most significant and dynamic features of the 
twenty-first century: the ways in which the combined force 
of the internet, digital technology and multiple media 
platforms have come to shape not only the nature of 
individual lives and communities but also the architecture 
of economies, societies and cultures. The involvement of 
five departments from across the University will enable 
you to explore implications of this new stage in modern 
communications from different disciplinary perspectives.

Key Facts
Degree type: MA

Pathways offered: Specialist and Research Training

Course code: L282

Duration: 1 year (full-time) or 2 years (part-time)

 Postcolonial 
Politics

Drawing on history, cultural studies, sociology, area 
studies and anthropology, postcolonial politics brings 
an interdisciplinary approach to understanding power 
and inequality in the social world and on a global scale. It 
also stretches beyond the intellectual compartments of 
‘the west’ and ‘the rest’ to look for continuities and global 
interactions, especially those steeped in the experience of 
colonialism – in the past and in the present. This scheme is 
designed to facilitate a critical awareness of the theory and 
practice of postcolonial studies in the contemporary world. 
Key concepts considered include hybridity, power and 
resistance. In this context you will explore the assumptions, 
theories and practices that have defined traditional studies 
of relations between developed and underdeveloped 
states, and the alternative conceptualisation provided by a 
postcolonial perspective on international relations.

Key Facts
Degree type: MA

Pathways offered: Specialist and Research Training

Course code: L295

Duration: 1 year (full-time) or 2 years (part-time)

 Security Studies
This MA offers a broad-ranging introduction to the study 
of security in world politics. In particular, the programme 
is designed to facilitate the development of a critical 
awareness of the state of theory and practice in the field 
of contemporary security studies. You will also explore the 
interrelationship between global processes and specific 
security dynamics in both the developing and developed 
world. Topics covered include Securitisation Theory, the 
Copenhagen School, Emancipation, the Ethics of Security, 
Discourse and Identity, Practices of (In)Security, Feminist 
Theorising about Security and the Paris School.

Key Facts
Degree type: MA

Pathways offered: Specialist and Research Training

Course code: L285

Duration: 1 year (full-time) or 2 years (part-time)
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 Food and Water 
Security

This scheme focuses on the scientific, economic, social 
and political factors that affect the secure production 
and distribution of food and water throughout the world. 
The course also examines the impact of climate change 
and conflict on food and water security across the globe. 
Drawing on three complementary academic disciplines, 
this programme will train you to contribute significant 
advances to the way in which food and water security is 
achieved across the technical, environmental and social 
spectrum.

Key Facts
Degree type: MSc

Pathways offered: Specialist

Course code: D450

Duration: 1 year (full-time) or 2 years (part-time)

 Politics, Media and 
Performance

This Masters builds on the long-standing research 
collaboration between the Department of International 
Politics and the Department of Theatre, Film and 
Television Studies, and develops the synergies that 
have emerged in the course of that work. It offers you 
the opportunity to work together at the intersection 
of performance, media and politics to develop an 
advanced understanding of cutting-edge contemporary 
thinking in critical international and postcolonial politics, 
performance, film studies and media.

Key Facts
Degree type: MA

Pathways offered: Specialist

Course code: W494

Duration: 1 year (full-time) or 2 years (part-time)



Law and Criminology
100% of our postgraduates were  

IN WORK AND/OR FURTHER STUDY 
6 MONTHS AFTER GRADUATION, 
7% more than the national average

96.5% of publications submitted rated  
INTERNATIONALLY RECOGNISED 
and above, Research Excellence Framework 2014

98% of research activity rated  
INTERNATIONALLY RECOGNISED 
and above, Research Excellence Framework 2014



Our graduate community
The postgraduate community is fully integrated into 
the research culture of the Department. You will have 
opportunities to become involved in, and gain experience 
from internships, conferences, publications, teaching at 
undergraduate level and seminars.  Some of our students 
have gained experience through internships with NGOs 
and international courts in  major centres, includgin 
Moscow, The Hague and Sarajevo. We offer an annual 
programme of weekly departmental research seminars 
and all of our research students have the opportunity to 
present their work before staff and other students. This is 
an extremely important part of the research process, as 
it allows students to present ideas in progress and gain 
constructive feedback on them. Another important part 
of our wider research culture is an annual conference 
organised by our students, attended by staff and other 
students, which provides a fantastic opportunity for 
professional and personal development.

Facilities
The Department has a well-established law library, with a 
very wide range of national and international books, journals 
and law reports, as well as the latest online legal resources. 
It comprises around 42,000 volumes in total, with large 
collections of British and European materials and significant 
holdings in international law. The library subscribes to an 
extensive range of high quality electronic information 
resources, including LexisNexis and Westlaw as well as a 
wide range of social science and science databases. The 
Department also provides dedicated working spaces for the 
use of postgraduates, as well as a postgraduate room where 
students can meet and work outside the library environment.

Distance learning
Many of our courses are available through distance learning, 
which allows you to study from home (UK or overseas) and 
keep in contact with tutors by email, telephone, and/or post.

Taught degrees
Climate Change and Human Rights ................................................103 
Democracy, Human Security and International Law .......104 
Environmental Law and Human Rights .......................................108 
Environmental Law and Management .........................................108
Human Rights and Development .....................................................104 
Human Rights and Humanitarian Law .........................................104 
Information Technology Law ................................................................105 
International Commercial Law ............................................................105 
International Commercial and Environmental Law ..........108
International Commercial Law and Human Rights ...........106 
International Commercial Law and the Environment .....106 
International Law and Criminology of Armed Conflict ..106 
Internet Commerce and Law .................................................................107 
Law ...............................................................................................................................107 
Rights, Gender and International Law ..........................................108

Research Training...........................................................................................103 

Vocational opportunities .......................................................................109

The Department
Founded in 1901 the Department of Law and Criminology 
has a long, reputable and increasingly varied experience 
of education and academic work. The Department is 
committed to a policy of innovation and development in 
teaching and research, and aims to maximise choice in 
its provision of education while ensuring that teaching is 
informed by up-to-date scholarship at the highest level. 
All members of academic staff are active in research and 
publication and participate in national and international 
debate and policy-making in the legal and related fields.

The Department of Law and Criminology has a long-standing reputation for its quality of 
teaching and research. Over the years Aberystwyth law graduates have become leading 
members of the legal profession; in addition many have pursued highly successful careers 
in public service, business, non-governmental organisation and entrepreneurship. A 
postgraduate qualification from the Department of Law and Criminology will enhance your 
career prospects, giving you an insight into many aspects of the twenty-first century world.

 +44 (0)1970 622720                         www.aber.ac.uk/en/law-criminology                        pglaw@aber.ac.uk
 /AberystwythLawandCriminology           @DLCAberUni

DID YOU KNOW?
Work being done by Professor John Williams, which seeks to address the difficulties experienced 
in obtaining basic human rights for older people through law reform has already influenced the 
Care and Wellbeing (Wales) Bill, and is also having an international impact with a UN convention 
convening to discuss the rights of older people.
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Our research

In the 2014 Research Excellence Framework, 96.5% of the 
Department’s research was ranked as being internationally 
recognised, and almost 80% was ranked internationally 
excellent or world-leading. 100% of our impact activity 
is internationally recognised and higher, with 27% being 
world-leading. The Department is committed to, and 
engages in research activity of international quality in 
many areas of law and criminology, including: African legal 
theory; anti-discrimination law; comparative constitutional 
law; constitutional theory; corporate governance and 
corporate social responsibility; devolution and human 
rights; e-commerce; environmental law and policy; 
evaluation of crime control and reduction measures; family 
and gender issues; forensic application of technology; 
governance of criminal justice and crime policy; history of 
criminal law, criminal justice and the penal system; human 
rights protection; intellectual property law; international 
criminal law; international environmental law; international 
humanitarian law; international organisations; interaction 
of theory and practice in criminology; IT aspects of 
contracting, dispute resolution, crime, and regulation;  
jurisdictional issues; medical aspects of criminal law; 
mental health law; human trafficking; protection of cultural 
property and heritage; protection of vulnerable persons; 
refugee protection; regulation of health and safety at work; 
regulation of business cartels; regulation of biotechnology; 
rural crime; security issues; and treatment of offenders. 
In addition, through the Centre for Welsh Legal Affairs, it 
undertakes research into the operation of the law within a 
devolved system of government.

The research centres within the Department include:

Welsh Centre for Crime and Social Justice (WCCSJ)
This initiative delivers high quality, theoretically-informed, 
policy-relevant and visionary criminal and social policy 
research, combined with an up-to-date knowledge of 
national and international developments. Through high 
quality research it is making a significant contribution 
to the delivery of social justice and policy initiatives in 
Wales and beyond by providing local, pan-Wales and 
broader research, evaluation and consultancy. From its 
administrative hub in Aberystwyth the collaboration 
between the universities of Aberystwyth, Bangor, Cardiff, 
Glamorgan, Glyndwr, Newport and Swansea is designed 
to achieve and sustain a landscape change in the 
structure, quality and scale of crime and justice-related 
research carried out in Wales.

Centre for Welsh Legal Affairs 
The Centre consolidates and provides a focus for the 
Department’s expertise and work on the law as it 
applies within Wales and on general legal developments 

of relevance to Wales. A key aim of the Centre is to 
explore whether there is a distinct Welsh perspective 
on general legal questions within the common legal 
system of England and Wales and to ensure that Welsh 
legal developments are placed in the wider context of 
developments at the UK, European and international 
levels. Devolution is not just a question affecting Wales: 
it is a live issue in Scotland, Northern Ireland, London, 
the English regions and in many other parts of Europe. 
The Centre collaborates with other institutions in the UK 
and elsewhere to assess legal developments within other 
devolved jurisdictions on a comparative basis.

International Law Research Forum (ILRF)
The Forum includes staff, postgraduate and undergraduate 
students who meet regularly to discuss issues related 
to international law. An essential element of this is the 
discussion group, which provides an informal way to 
discuss issues, ideas and projects among people interested 
in the broad area of international law, both within the 
Department and outside. Guest speakers are invited and 
specialised events are organized during the year.

Technology and Society Group
This Group offers a platform for dialogue, discussion and 
debate on the relationship between law, technology 
and society. It allows researchers from within the 
Department, PhD research students, postgraduates and 
undergraduates who have a growing interest in this area, 
to engage in sharing knowledge, building interest and 
providing a supportive research environment.
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Our taught degrees

 Climate Change and Human Rights
This degree challenges you to seriously engage with an 
emerging and fascinating area of law – climate change law. 
You will examine the latest developments in how climate 
change and accompanying legislation is impacting human 
rights issues and law. By grasping the opportunity this 
course presents, you will involve yourself in arguably one 
of the most forward-looking areas of law in relation to the 
established core area of human rights. The course balances 
theory with the urgently practical – for example, combining 
the necessarily comprehensive detail of human rights 
legislation with the complex reality of situations of weather 
change and its impact on the local human population. 

Key Facts
Degree type: LLM

Course code: M177

Duration: 1 year (full-time) 

Modules you may study on this course include:

• Climate Change Law and Policy
• Contemporary Issues in Food Policy and Law
• International and Human Rights Law

Our research degrees
You can undertake research for a PhD, MPhil or LLM in 
most areas of law or criminology, on either a full-time 
or part-time basis. Each research student is assigned 
a primary supervisor who is a specialist in the chosen 
area of research and a second supervisor, whose role 
is also crucial in supporting the doctoral project.  In 
addition, each student is allocated a personal tutor 
and another research student as a mentor to enhance 

your student experience. Research training is provided 
through the Department’s subject-specific modules and 
the University’s generic provision. The taught Masters 
in Research Training is particularly suitable for those 
intending to proceed to postgraduate research degree, 
seeking more specialist knowledge and expertise, 
whether aiming eventually at an academic career or other 
kinds of research work in a range of professional contexts.

103Law and Criminology
Aberystwyth University  |  Institute of Management, Law and Information Science



 Democracy, 
Human Security 
and International 
Law

This degree balances theory with the urgently practical – 
for example, combining in-depth analysis of legal principles 
on an international level with the study of how such law 
affects a range of  contrasting local situations. You will also 
come to appreciate the necessary differences and points 
of difficulty between national and international legislation 
where factors like nationalism, protectionism and self-
interest conflict with international declarations and law. 
You will be required to work through the complex practical 
difficulties of applying the law within the economic and 
political contexts from which it has evolved. 

Modules you may study on this course include:

• Contemporary Issues in Food Policy and Law
• Democracy and International Law
• International and Human Rights Law

Key Facts
Degree type: LLM

Course code: M175

Duration: 1 year (full-time) 

 Human Rights and 
Development

This course is your opportunity to gain a thorough 
understanding of the law in relation to development, 
rights, governance and justice issues. You will tackle both 
the letter of the law and its many applications in a wider 
range of humanitarian and development case studies, 
whilst also developing your broader skills in legal analysis 
and research. This balanced approach will equip you to 
deal with the authentic negotiation that goes on in law 
itself and the challenges of applying it to real life. You 
will study some of the most pressing legal issues of the 
day which impact the health, security and freedoms of 
billions of people around the world. Subjects will include 
human rights law, democracy and international law, and 
environmental law in relation to human rights. 

Modules you may study on this course include:

• Democracy and International Law
• Environment and Human Rights
• International and Human Rights Law

Key Facts
Degree type: LLM

Course code: M173

Duration: 1 year (full-time) 

 Human Rights and Humanitarian Law 
This course is unique in addressing both human rights and 
humanitarian law, which are different, yet complementary 
regimes. A holistic and interdisciplinary approach 
combines both theoretical and practical perspectives. 
The modules cover what may be considered ‘traditional’ 
subjects in this area as well as new and emerging issues at 
international, regional and national levels. This course is 
also available through distance learning. 

Modules you may study on this course include:

• International and Human Rights Law
• International Humanitarian Law
• Philosophy of Human Rights Protection

Key Facts
Degree type: LLM

Course code: M198

Duration: 1 year (full-time) or 2-5 years  
(distance learning)
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 Information 
Technology Law

Information Technology Law is a relatively new discipline 
within law and one which provides you with ample 
opportunity to explore issues which are at the cutting 
edge of legal development. In addition to providing 
significant academic challenges, this course will equip 
you with the necessary experience to succeed in this 
rapidly growing area of IT law. On this degree scheme 
you will study the practical response of the law to 
these developing technologies. You will also assess the 
adequacy and effectiveness of measures taken at both 
a national and international level to deal with the novel 
problems which continue to arise. In light of the global 
nature of this subject, particular consideration will be 
given to consistency and the need for a uniform approach 
between jurisdictions. This course is also available through 
distance learning.

Modules you may study on this course include:

• Computer Systems and the Law
• International Commercial Law
• The Law Relating to E-commerce

Key Facts
Degree type: LLM

Course code: M196

Duration: 1 year (full-time) or 2-5 years  
(distance learning)

 International 
Commercial Law

This scheme offers a professional and firm academic 
degree that will provide a solid foundation in the current 
global market. On completion of this course you will have 
a professional knowledge of international business law 
that will reflect the changing environment and realities 
of the current global economy.  Through this course 
we deliver the skills and knowledge required for any 
high level career in a legal environment whether it be 
an international law firm, government organisation or 
a private company. This course is also available through 
distance learning.

Modules you may study on this course include:

• Aspects of Commercial Contracting
• Cross - Border Legal Issues
• International Commercial Law

Key Facts
Degree type: LLM

Course code: M190

Duration: 1 year (full-time) or 2-5 years  
(distance learning)



 International 
Commercial 
Law and the 
Environment

This degree will give you a firm academic understanding 
of the ever-changing realities of the current global 
economy and its conflicted engagement with the 
environment and related legal protections.  You will 
study subjects such as the law relating to transnational 
commerce, regulatory competence, pollution control, 
competition, nature conservation and business cartels. 
You will gain a masterful understanding of the law-
making process, preparing for legislative action and 
anticipating the realities of environmental and business 
law in application.

Modules you may study on this course include:

• Climate Change Law and Policy
• Environment and Human Rights
• International Commercial Law

Key Facts
Degree type: LLM

Course code: M178

Duration: 1 year (full-time) 

 International 
Commercial Law 
and Human Rights

This degree will give you a firm academic understanding 
of the ever-changing realities of the current global 
economy and its often conflicted engagement with 
internationally protected human rights. You will study 
subjects such as the law relating to transnational 
commerce, competition, business cartels, as well as 
engaging with the complex implications of how such law 
conflicts with individual or group enjoyment of human 
rights. You will even have the opportunity to study some 
of the emerging law and policy in this area.

Modules you may study on this course include:

• Environment and Human Rights 
• International Commercial Law
• International Human Rights Law

Key Facts
Degree type: LLM

Course code: M179

Duration: 1 year (full-time) 

 International Law  
and Criminology of Armed Conflict

This degree is designed to give you a comprehensive 
understanding of human rights law with a particular focus 
on armed conflict and criminology. Upon completion you 
will be able to demonstrate in-depth knowledge of basic 
law and criminological theory, as well as the ability to 
apply your learning to practical problems and authentic 
case studies. This pairing of theory and application will 
give you an impressive degree of expertise in this critical 
area of international law.

Modules you may study on this course include:

• Criminology of International Conflict Personnel
• International and Human Rights Law
• International Humanitarian Law

Key Facts
Degree type: LLM

Course code: M176

Duration: 1 year (full-time) 
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 Internet Commerce 
and Law

This relatively new discipline within law provides you with 
ample opportunity to explore the fastest growing area 
of commercial activity and related legal developments. 
In addition to providing significant academic challenges, 
you will be equipped with the necessary experience to 
succeed in law in this rapidly growing area of commercial 
law. You will study the practical response of the law to 
the explosion in online trading and commercial activity. 
You will also assess the adequacy and effectiveness of 
measures taken at both a national and international 
level to deal with the novel problems which continue to 
arise where jurisdictions cross over. In light of the global 
nature of this subject, particular consideration will be 
given to consistency and the need for a uniform approach 
between conflicting international interests.

Modules you may study on this course include:

• Digital Business Management
• Markets Consumption and Strategy
• International Commercial Law

Key Facts
Degree type: LLM

Course code: M180

Duration: 1 year (full-time) 

 Law
This LLM is your opportunity to build a world-class course 
of study in law which suits your needs and interests. The 
course is designed so that it allows you the flexibility to 
choose an unrestricted package of modules from those 
available within the Department. You will be able to 
choose from areas of law including the environment, 
human rights, international business, commerce, 
technology and many more. Whichever modules you take, 
you will be given a thorough grounding in legal theory 
and practice to make you ready for the rigorous demands 
of the modern legal workplace.

In completing your LLM, you will have gained a wealth 
of skills vital for success in legal and more general 
employment options. 

Modules you may study on this course include:

• Criminology of International Conflict Personnel 
• Cross-Border Legal Issues 
• Environment and Human Rights 
• International and Human Rights Law
• Negotiating Study

Key Facts
Degree type: LLM

Course code: M172

Duration: 1 year (full-time) 
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 Environmental Law 
and Human Rights

This course provides you with the opportunity to gain 
knowledge and skills in two of the most dominant current 
global concerns, and the links between them. The course 
focuses on key foundational issues in environmental law and 
policy at the national, regional and international levels, as well 
as the regulation of the main environmental law regimes in 
depth. This course is only available through distance learning. 

Modules you may study on this course include:

• Environment and Human Rights
• International Environmental Law
• Control of Pollution Law 

Key Facts
Degree type: LLM

Course code: M181D

Duration: 2-5 years (distance learning)

 Environmental Law 
and Management

This course attracts students who are interested in 
working in any sector dealing with the large and diverse 
field of the environment. It is essential for those who want 
to have a better understanding of the law and policy on 
the environment. This course is only available through 
distance learning. 

Modules you may study on this course include:

• International Environmental Law
• Nature Conservation Law
• Waste Management Law and Policy

Key Facts
Degree type: LLM

Course code: M191D

Duration: 2-5 years (distance learning)

 International 
Commercial Law and 
Environmental Law

This course brings together the specialised knowledge of 
international commercial law that reflects the changing 
commercial and socio-political realities of today’s global 
economy. A crucial aspect of this is environmental law. The 
course offers a wide range of modules that are academically 
rigorous and market-driven, and includes both traditional 
and specialised subjects relating to international 
commercial law as well as environment law and policy. This 
course is only available through distance learning. 

Modules you may study on this course include:

• International Business and Institutions
• International Business, Environment and Human Rights
• Negotiating International Contracts 

Key Facts
Degree type: LLM

Course code: M182D

Duration: 2-5 years (distance learning)

 Rights, Gender and 
International Law

This degree offers you the opportunity to undertake 
the critical study of two important fields through the 
lens of gender. You will study the legal history of these 
fascinating areas alongside the latest developments in this 
constantly-developing legal area. Your study will include 
topics such as equality legislation, implementation and 
regulation at the international level, as well as the place of 
gender within wider human rights law. 

Modules you may study on this course include:

• International and Human Rights Law
• Law and Gender
• Philosophy of Human Rights Protection

Key Facts
Degree type: LLM

Course code: M174

Duration: 1 year (full-time) 
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Our vocational opportunities

 Graduate Diploma 
in Law 

This conversion course is for graduates from non-law 
disciplines who wish to go on to practise law as either 
solicitors or barristers. Successful completion of the 
Diploma qualifies you to undertake the vocational stage 
of your training: the Legal Practice Course or the Bar 
Professional Training Course.

Key Facts
Degree type: Graduate Diploma

Course code: M191D

Duration: 1 year (full-time) or 2 years (part-time)

 LLM in Legal 
Practice 

Following successful completion of a Diploma in Legal 
Practice (LPC) students may apply to Aberystwyth 
University to complete a 60-credit dissertation of 13-
15,000 words focusing on a particular aspect of Legal 
Practice in order to study for the award of an LLM in Legal 
Practice. 

Key Facts
Degree type: LLM

Course code: M250L

Duration: 1 year (part-time) 
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Management  
and Business

91% of our postgraduates were  
IN WORK AND/OR FURTHER STUDY 
6 MONTHS AFTER GRADUATION



manager and a better communicator. We are proud of our 
reputation and quality credentials, and even more proud 
of our students who have achieved in every aspect of 
life. Some of our recent graduates have gone to work at 
organisations such as: Turkish Airlines, Samsung Electronics, 
General Electric, Deloitte, Price Waterhouse Coopers, Sky 
and Hertz. We also have an alumni community designated 
for graduates from our Master’s programmes. For more on 
our student experience, please visit our website.

Facilities
The School is located at the Llanbadarn Centre, which 
has recently been refurbished to provide you with state 
of the art teaching and IT facilities. The School also has its 
own dedicated library based in the Thomas Parry Building. 
When you are not in class there are vibrant social spaces 
with Wi-Fi connectivity and there is a brand new catering 
outlet serving a full range of hot food, cold snacks and 
drinks. The Llanbadarn Centre will provide you with an 
inspiring site, where along with fellow students and staff, 
you can thrive in a fantastic learning environment whilst 
enjoying the stimulating and beautiful location. At the 
School, we provide you with in-house specialist business-
focused support for business writing, presentations and 
research methods. The University has a dedicated Careers 
Service, which will help you with all aspects of graduate 
employment and your personal development.

Our research degrees
The School has a growing community of doctoral 
students, and assigns two supervisors to every new 
PhD student, matching the student with the research 
expertise of the academic staff. In the first year, students 
undertake methods training and coursework as part of 
the University’s doctoral training programme. After that, 
students work with their supervisory team on the agreed 
research topic. In recent years, the School has developed 
strong groups of PhD students in the areas of supply chain 
management and innovation management, international 
business, and marketing, as well as environmental 
economics. We welcome PhD applications for all areas of 
management studies where we have research expertise.

Taught degrees
Digital Marketing.............................................................................................115 
International Business Management .............................................117 
International Finance ...................................................................................113 
International Finance and Accounting .........................................115 
International Finance and Banking .................................................113 
Management and Digital Business ..................................................116
Management and Entrepreneurship .............................................117
Management and Finance.......................................................................119 
Management and Marketing ................................................................119 
Management and Project Management ....................................119
Management and Tourism Management ..................................116
Marketing ...............................................................................................................115
Tourism Marketing .........................................................................................116

The Department
The School of Management and Business (SMB) has 
an excellent reputation for the quality of its teaching, 
learning environment and the cultural experience it 
offers. The School’s teaching and learning is supported by 
internationally-recognised academic expertise, a unique 
learning environment and excellent learning resources. 
To augment our excellent teaching, guest speakers from 
organisations such as Price Waterhouse Coopers, ABN 
Amro as well simulations, case studies and a variety of 
other assessment methods are used.

Our general management courses are AMBA (Association 
of MBAs) accredited, and the School is the only one in 
Wales that has received this mark of quality. The School 
has links with the Association of Business Schools (ABS), 
Chartered Institute of Management Accountants (CIMA), 
Chartered Institute of Marketing (CIM), and Chartered 
Management Institute (CMI).

Our graduate community
We offer small class sizes and a friendly environment to 
encourage communication and the sharing of experiences, 
opinions and observations among you and your colleagues. 
Our aspiration is to make you a better leader, a better 

The School of Management and Business has an excellent reputation for quality in teaching 
and research and for providing a rich educational and cultural learning experience for our 
postgraduate students.

 +44 (0)1970 622523                      www.aber.ac.uk/smba                      smb-enquiries@aber.ac.uk

DID YOU KNOW?
The School of Management and Business 
(SMB) is the only school in Wales to offer AMBA 
accredited courses in management

Aberystwyth University hosts a student 
business competition with a prize value of 
£20,000 open to all its students 
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Our research

The School of Management and Business is currently 
engaged with several national and international research 
projects including both the private and public sectors. 
Drawing on our international networks we conduct 
cutting-edge research which offers practical solutions that 
can be applied across cultures.

Academic staff members have undertaken consultancy and 
research for a range of organisations, including the OECD 
(Organisation for Economic Co-operation and Development), 
the NHS and the Welsh Assembly Government. Recently 
completed research projects include a major award from the 
European Union for a study of entrepreneurship in Wales 
and Ireland, as well as a study of the EU – India free trade 
negotiations commissioned by the UK’s Foreign and 
Commonwealth Office.

Current research projects within the School include:

• Technology Strategy Board project with Sainsbury’s 
(and IBERS) to reduce waste in the meat supply chain 

• Natural Environment Research Council (NERC) project 
for understanding the economic and social value of 
river biodiversity 

• A second NERC project on ecosystem payment schemes
• EU-funded project on agricultural research and its 

impact on farm performance 
• Biotechnology and Biological Sciences Research 

Council work on the economic benefit of biotech 
investment

• British Academy grant to study Indian SMEs
• Arts, Humanities Research Council grant to investigate 

cultural value

The School has established an excellent record of 
research. Faculty members have recently published in, 
among others, Accounting and Business Research; Applied 
Financial Economics; Arts Marketing: An International 
Journal; Regional Studies; International Journal of 
the Economics of Business; International Journal of 
Management Reviews; International Journal of Production 
Research; International Journal of Technology Management; 
Journal of Common Market Studies; Journal of Marketing 
Management; Journal of the Operational Research Society; 
Industrial Marketing Management; Journal of Travel 
Research; Journal of World Business; Journal of World 
Trade; Organization Studies; Science and Public Policy; and 
Technovation.

Research centres within the School include:

Centre for Local and Regional Enterprise
In a rapidly changing global economy there is a 
crucial need for effective policy making at local and 

regional level. While regional economic development 
is constrained and influenced by the macroeconomic 
environment and by national and pan-national policies 
and events, as well as private sector calculations, there is 
considerable scope for well-designed local and regional 
strategies in all their variant forms. Such strategies cover 
job creation, increased productivity, entrepreneurship 
development, diversification, regeneration, knowledge 
transfer, research and development, sustainability and 
the creation of an appropriate economic, social and 
regulatory environment that encourages enterprise and 
new business development.

Centre for International Business and Public Policy 
(CIBaPP)
The centre focuses on three research areas: 

• Corporate Political Activity in Different Institutional 
Settings - How do we understand ‘corporate’ political 
activity in this context? How do rising multinationals 
from Brazil, India and China develop their political 
activity in foreign markets? Do they bring their 
domestic practices with them, or do they seek to adapt 
their political behaviour to the new market?

• Multilateralism and Regionalism in the International 
Economy - though it is commonplace to describe the 
world as an increasingly integrated global network, 
in fact economic activity clusters in several economic 
hubs around the world. The successive negotiating 
rounds of the General Agreement on Tariffs and Trade 
(GATT), and then the World Trade Organisation (WTO), 
contributed to the spread of economic liberalisation. 
However, regional trade agreements have gained 
enormous popularity in recent years. How do we 
explain this paradoxical situation where, as the world 
becomes more globalised, it also becomes more 
regionalised?

• Scarcity, Security and Political Risk - The depletion 
of the Earth’s resources used to be cast in terms of the 
environmental damage caused by economic growth. 
However, as more and more people enjoy the fruits of 
economic growth, competition for resources has joined 
the impact of their consumption as a key theme in 
international business. Commodities such as copper, 
iron ore, rice and maize have seen enormous price 
rises in recent years, driven partly by their increased 
consumption by rapidly growing economies such as 
China. Moreover, control of commodities is becoming 
a prominent theme. China, for example, holds most 
of the world’s stocks of lanthanum, a key component 
in consumer electronics and telecommunications 
equipment.
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Our taught degrees

 International 
Finance

Key Facts
Degree type: MSc

Group: Specialist

Course code: N199

Duration: 1 year (full-time) 

 International 
Finance and 
Banking

The recent global financial crisis is at the top of the 
international political agenda. Perhaps for the first time, 
the leaders of the international community attempt to 
apply remedies for global problems on a truly international 
scale. You will learn about the very latest thinking and 
research on many of the vital issues: theory and practice 
of modern banking, concepts of risk and ethics in banking, 
bank failures, international financial regulation, and 
emerging financial markets. You will consider these issues 
at an international level. This course is suitable if your first 
degree is in a relevant area such as accounting and finance, 
economics, business management or a related area.

Modules you may study on this course include:

• Emerging Financial Markets
• Research Methods in Finance

Key Facts
Degree type: MSc

Group: Specialist

Course code: N123

Duration: 1 year (full-time) 

Specialist and generalist programmes
Our taught Masters programmes are divided into two 
groups, specialist and generalist. Our specialist Masters 
programmes are for those with a undergraduate degree 
affiliated with the focus of the programme. These degrees 
concentrate on specialist theory and practice in the field.  
As such they are suited to people who are looking for 
deeper understanding and who may wish to move onto 
further studies such as a PhD.  

Our generalist masters are for those with a non-business 
related first degree.  These are management programmes 

and look to develop work-ready business management 
graduates.  The assumption is that students will have little 
if any previous management study, and therefore takes 
a practical and innovative approach to Masters teaching. 
At the core of our generalist management programmes 
is soft skill development, reflection and contemporary 
workplace practice.  There are numerous programmes 
available and you can select any, a decision made with 
reference to your career intention. Programmes include 
marketing, international business and finance.

In an ever increasing globalised and political world, 
financial systems are becoming more dependent on 
each other. You will get the opportunity to deepen your 
knowledge and skills of advanced concepts in finance 
and consider vital issues such as international financial 
development and regulation, financial systems and 
emerging financial markets. You will develop a critical 
understanding of the contemporary role of the financial 
system in the economic process, including its potential 
role in facilitating economic growth and the importance 
of regulating activities of financial institutions and 
markets domestically and internationally. This course 
is suitable if your first degree is in a relevant area 
such as accounting and finance, economics, business 
management or other related areas.

Modules you may study on this course include:

• Emerging Financial Markets
• Research Methods in Finance
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 Marketing
Marketing is changing, and as a student on our specialist 
programme you will have the exciting opportunity to 
become part of the future marketing generation. Does 
Google really know what we want? What makes brands 
like Apple work? How do companies communicate in 
a crisis? And why do we behave so differently in online 
social networks? Next to answering such questions with 
the most up-to-date scientific theories, marketing is 
just as much about doing: we will give you access and 
guidance to state-of-the-art social media tools with which 
you will actively collect and analyse data on individual 
topics of your choice. This course is suitable if your first 
degree is in a related area (e.g. business management, 

Key Facts
Degree type: MSc

Group: Specialist

Course code: N500

Duration: 1 year (full-time) 

 Digital Marketing
Integrated marketing communications has changed 
forever.  Gone are the days where digital marketing was 
seen as an afterthought in the integrated marketing 
communications planning stage.  The paradigm shift is 
complete.  Digital marketing is now full, square, front and 
centre in any marketing activity. As such, the demand for 
professionals with digital marketing skills and competences 
is huge, and is growing exponentially. Couple great career 
prospects with this cutting-edge and innovative Masters 
provision, where you will embrace social media, search 
engine marketing, display advertising, digital copywriting, 
digital brand development, automated marketing, content 
and inbound marketing and Digital Marketing strategy 
learning, and the only conclusion is that it’s a great way to 
invest a year for your career and professional development. 
This course is suitable if your first degree is in a related area 
(e.g. business management, marketing) or for those who 
are familiar with core marketing theories and practices.

Modules you may study on this course include:

• Digital Business Management
• Digital Marketing

 International 
Finance and 
Accounting 

This Masters is a superb opportunity for you to gain expert 
knowledge in the forces that move the global economy and 
the financial and accounting structures that sustain it. You 
will develop a thorough understanding of the functioning 
of the financial services industry in general and accounting 
in particular. You will come to master the complex process 
for moving and tracking capital in the globalised world. You 
will be encouraged to critically evaluate the contemporary 
role of the financial system within domestic economies and 
the globalised financial environment.

Modules you may study on this course include:

• Advanced Financial Accounting
• Financial Assets and Markets

Key Facts
Degree type: MSc

Group: Specialist

Course code: N121

Duration: 1 year (full-time) 

Key Facts
Degree type: MSc

Group: Specialist

Course code: N514

Duration: 1 year (full-time) 

marketing) or for those who are familiar with core 
marketing theories and practices.

Modules you may study on this course include:

• Marketing Applications
• Marketing Theory

115Management and Business
Aberystwyth University  |  Institute of Management, Law and Information Science



 Tourism Marketing
After a solid grounding in marketing theories and 
applications, together with the development of your 
research skills, you will apply this knowledge in the 
tourism sector, looking at both management and 
marketing issues. An internationally-focused curriculum 
will highlight specific management competencies in 
tourism through the use of a range of industry case 
studies and will examine issues such as service delivery, 
risk management and sustainability. The programme 
also examines tourism marketing challenges such as the 
increasing use of information technology, globalisation 
and collaboration, environmental factors, crises and 
natural disasters, economic change and ethical issues. This 
course is suitable if your first degree is in a related area 

Key Facts
Degree type: MSc

Group: Specialist

Course code: N515

Duration: 1 year (full-time) 

(e.g. business management, marketing) or for those who 
are familiar with core marketing theories and practices.

Modules you may study on this course include:

• Managing Tourism
• Marketing Tourism

 Management and 
Digital Business

You will gain a thorough academic understanding of 
management theories and methodologies, you will also 
apply your learning to authentic case studies drawn from 
genuine businesses. The main objective of this degree 
is to equip you with a fundamental understanding of 
strategies for managing and developing individuals and 
organisations with a unique and desirable specialism in 
digital business. Your training will balance the theory with 
the practice: you will develop a critical understanding 
of the underlying rationale behind management 
techniques, and you will have the opportunity to apply 
the methodology as you interrogate real-life case studies 
and engage with your final managerial report (equivalent 
to a Master’s dissertation).

Modules you may study on this course include:

• Digital Business Management
• Implementation Delivery and Development

Key Facts
Degree type: MSc

Group: Generalist

Course code: N513

Duration: 1 year (full-time) 

 Management 
and Tourism 
Management

You will gain a thorough academic understanding of 
management theories and methodologies, you will also apply 
your learning to authentic case studies drawn from genuine 
businesses. This degree will give you an invaluable insight 
into the best practices and productive techniques used by 
the most effective managers. You will undertake a wide-
ranging review of business and management, markets and 
the deployment of resources, and goods and services among 
many topic areas. You will also study the specific challenges 
associated with the management of tourism, looking at 
planning, logistics, resources, client need and much more and 
you will do all of this with a critical awareness of today’s most 
pervasive issues: globalisation, sustainability, corporate social 
responsibility, diversity and knowledge management.

Modules you may study on this course include:

• Application and Integration (Management and Tourism 
Management)

• Implementation Delivery and Development
• Managing Tourism

Key Facts
Degree type: MSc

Group: Generalist

Course code: N512

Duration: 1 year (full-time) 
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 Management and 
Entrepreneurship

This Masters offers you the skills and knowledge from which 
you will launch your managerial career in the stimulating 
areas of innovation and enterprise. Not only will you gain a 
thorough academic understanding of management theories 
and methodologies, you will also apply your learning to 
authentic case studies drawn from noteworthy enterprises 
and initiatives. The main objective of this degree is to equip 
you with a fundamental understanding of strategies for 
managing and developing individuals, teams, departments 
and companies. You will study subjects including decision-
making, implementation delivery, management of people 
and organisations, contemporary leadership and much 
more. Your studies will be directed towards gaining a 
masterful understanding of enterprise and innovation so 
that you are thoroughly prepared for the challenges of 
modern business management. 

Modules you may study on this course include:

• Application and Integration (Enterprise and Innovation)
• Enterprise and Innovation

Key Facts
Degree type: MSc

Group: Generalist

Course code: N124

Duration: 1 year (full-time) 

 International 
Business 
Management

The degree aims first to set a sound knowledge base in 
the fundamental aspects of Business and Management, 
including current theory and acknowledged best practice 
in the areas of organisational behaviour, information 
management and financial control. Thereafter it focuses 
on the international context, developing your awareness 
of international market trends and business opportunities. 
In addition to this basic knowledge, we aim to provide you 
with a set of analytical and applied skills and strategies 
which will stand you in good stead throughout your 
business career in the global marketplace. The Masters in 
International Business Management is accredited by the 
Association of MBAs. 

Modules you may study on this course include:

• International Business
• Markets Consumption and Strategy

Key Facts
Degree type: MSc

Group: Generalist

Course code: N198

Duration: 1 year (full-time) 





 Management and Project Management
This Masters offers you the skills and knowledge with 
which you will launch a productive managerial career. 
You will gain a thorough academic understanding of 
management theories and methodologies, you will 
also apply your learning to authentic case studies 
drawn from the world of business. You will develop a 
strong understanding of individual and organisational 
behaviour and how to generate desired outcomes 
through managing them effectively. On completion of this 
course you will have a robust and flexible understanding 
of management that can be applied in a range of work 
contexts such as business, marketing or finance, as well as 
a proven specialist expertise in project management.

Modules you may study on this course include:

• People and Organisations
• Project Management

 Management and 
Finance

In recent times, the terms on which businesses can access 
credit and finance have become more stringent and more 
difficult to predict. It thus becomes increasingly important 
that business managers and entrepreneurs have a sound 
and sophisticated grasp of all aspects of business finance. 
This degree will provide you with a good understanding of 
theory and good practice in the management of people and 
organisations, and will also furnish you with a very strong 
grasp of the workings of national and international financial 
markets and institutions. We aim to give you a sound 
knowledge base; an awareness of finance market trends 
and business opportunities; and most importantly, a set of 
analytical and applied skills and strategies which will stand 
you in good stead throughout your managerial career.

Modules you may study on this course include:

• Financial Analysis and Decision Making
• Investments, Corporate Finance and Financial Markets

Key Facts
Degree type: MSc

Group: Generalist

Course code: N201

Duration: 1 year (full-time) 

 Management and 
Marketing

In a global, multi-media marketplace, modern managers 
and entrepreneurs require a more sophisticated 
understanding of Marketing than ever before. Decisions 
about strategy and financial planning in business 
are crucially dependent on market conditions and 
opportunities, locally, nationally and internationally. This 
degree will equip you with the key skills you need to 
commission or carry out national and international market 
research, to analyse its results, to understand consumer 
behaviour, and to formulate, execute and monitor a 
marketing strategy for your business which uses the most 
effective media for the best consumer targets.

Modules you may study on this course include: • 
Marketing for Managers

• Markets Consumption and Strategy

Key Facts
Degree type: MSc

Group: Generalist

Course code: N202

Duration: 1 year (full-time) 

Key Facts
Degree type: MSc

Group: Generalist

Course code: N510

Duration: 1 year (full-time) 
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Mathematics  
and Physics

ALL
100% of our PHYSICS postgraduates were  

IN WORK AND/OR FURTHER STUDY 
6 MONTHS AFTER GRADUATION, 
7% more than the national average

of our MATHEMATICS research was judged as  
INTERNATIONALLY RECOGNISED and above, 
with 1 in 8 of our outputs WORLD-LEADING, 
Research Excellence Framework 2014



journals is based within the Physical Sciences building. 
Experimental work is conducted in well-equipped 
laboratories on campus and at specialist centres across 
the world. 

Solar System Physics research students have access 
to data from several state-of-the-art current space 
missions, including Venus and Mars Express, STEREO, 
Cassini, and Cluster, and have the opportunity to carry 
out experiments at high-latitude locations (Svalbard); 
Materials Physics research students have access to central 
facilities for synchrotron radiation and neutrons (Diamond 
Light Source and the ISIS Spallation Neutron Source in the 
UK, the ESRF and ILL in Grenoble, BESSY in Berlin, MAXIab 
in Lund and the FRM-II in Munich). Mathematical and 
theoretical work is done with international collaborators 
and opportunities exist to travel on research-related visits 
and conferences.

Our research degrees
We offer PhD and MPhil degrees by research. Our 
research covers areas as diverse as the eruption of 
solar material into space and solar tornados, planetary 
surfaces, functional materials derived from diamonds 
and graphene, quantum information, quantum control 
theory, operator algebras, statistical shape analysis, and 
mathematical modelling and numerical analysis of the 
dynamics of lattice structures, visco-plastic materials and 
complex fluids. In addition to modelling expertise for 
a wide range of phenomena and materials, our world-
class facilities include high performance computers and 
custom-built spectroscopic and imaging equipment.

Both departments offer studentships each year, with 
funding available for fees and stipends. We also offer three 
scholarships each year for non-EU postgraduates to cover 
the difference between overseas fees and UK/EU fees.

Taught degree
Statistics for Computational Biology .............................................123

The Departments
The Departments of Mathematics and Physics work 
closely together, and recent investment in teaching 
and research has ensured that we continue to provide 
a stimulating learning environment for a growing 
body of students from all over the world. Our aim is to 
provide the highest quality education in a friendly and 
supportive environment and to undertake internationally 
competitive research that cuts across the traditional 
disciplines. The creativity and enthusiasm of our staff has 
achieved an international reputation and attracts major 
funding from both government and industry.

Our graduate community
Mathematics and Physics are taught in dynamic 
departments with over 500 students. Both are based in the 
Physical Sciences Building on the main Penglais campus. 
The graduate community at Aberystwyth will provide 
you with a fantastic opportunity to meet students from 
all over the world. Postgraduates from all departments 
within the University meet regularly, and there are many 
social opportunities for postgraduates to meet with each 
other and with staff. The University also offers dedicated 
postgraduate halls of residence where postgraduates 
are able to live together. You will find that staff are very 
supportive and approachable and you will have regular 
contact with them – whether that’s through your study or 
bumping into them around the campus and town.

Facilities
There is a generous provision of computing facilities, with 
a network of workstations and PCs as well as access to 
supercomputers and immersive visualisation suites. An 
extensive library of physics and mathematics books and 

The Departments of Mathematics and Physics embrace two of the oldest and most 
scientifically distinguished disciplines that have been taught at Aberystwyth.  The University 
was the first to teach mathematics and physics in Wales in 1872 and the subjects have been 
taught here since that time.

 +44 (0)1970 622802  www.aber.ac.uk/en/maths
  www.aber.ac.uk/en/phys

 maths@aber.ac.uk
  phys@aber.ac.uk

DID YOU KNOW?
Materials physicists in the Department of Physics were the first to discover a new method for 
producing graphene, a material with amazing optical and electrical properties
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Our mathematics research
Research projects are offered in consultation with the following research groups: 

Mathematical Modelling of Structures,  
Solids and Fluids
The group’s interests cover diverse problems in solid and 
fluid mechanics, rheology and meteorology. Examples 
include the development of biomechanical models 
of the knee joint to aid minimally-invasive diagnosis 
of osteoarthritis, improved numerical algorithms for 
simulating the process of hydraulic fracture, determining 
the optimal geometry of perimeter-minimizing cellular 
structures, using the concept of optimal mass transfer to 
give information about the accuracy of weather prediction, 
and predicting the flow of non-Newtonian fluids.

Quantum Structures and Control
The group works in the area of algebraic descriptions of 
quantum systems in interaction with their environment, and in 
particular the emergent field of quantum control engineering. 

This is a highly interdisciplinary field incorporating ideas from 
quantum information theory, non-commutative stochastic 
analysis, mathematical physics for open quantum systems, and 
modern control theory. The group has expertise in functional 
analysis, C* algebras, Lie algebras and operator theory which it 
applies to practical quantum models.

Statistics
Research in Statistics concentrates on the application 
of statistical shape analysis to biological data sets, 
for example using shape manifolds to model the 
development of plant root structures, and the statistical 
analysis of high-dimensional biological data sets from 
modern high-throughput biological applications using 
clustering, supervised and unsupervised learning and 
fitting smoothing splines to model smoothly-varying 
temporal profiles of genes or other biological units.

Our physics research
Research projects are offered in consultation with the following research groups: 

Materials Physics
The group studies the properties of materials at various length 
scales from the macroscopic to the quantum, using advanced 
experiments (including central x-ray and neutron facilities) 
and theory (including High Performance Computing) 3D 
materials include semiconductors, polymers, glass, composites 
and minerals. Examples include the discovery of perfect 
glass and the development of instruments to study space 
minerals. Two dimensional materials include molecular films, 
graphene and single atomic layers on the surfaces of materials 
such as metals, glass, diamond and conducting oxides.  For 
example, a method has been developed for converting the 
surface of diamond crystals into perfect layers of graphene. 
The dimension can be further reduced to 1D nanowires 
and 0D quantum dots, for example embedding crystalline 
nanostructures in an amorphous matrix. Specialist sensitive 
instruments have been designed and built at Aberystwyth 
to make these exotic structures and to measure their unique 
properties. 

Quantum Structures and Control
The group aims to take the techniques developed for 
controlling classical systems and extend them to quantum 
systems. It is widely believed that the main innovations in 
21st Century technology will occur at the quantum level, 
and the Aberystwyth group has made several pioneering 
contributions to Quantum Information and Quantum 

Control, especially in quantum complexity, network 
controllability and quantum coherent feedback control. 
The goal of engineering is to stabilize and protect systems 
from unwanted disturbances, and our goal is to extend 
this to quantum systems. Our research is interdisciplinary 
and is at the boundary of mathematical and theoretical 
physics, engineering and mathematical analysis.

Solar System Physics
The group studies the energy and matter which emerge 
from the Sun and flow through our heliosphere, interacting 
with planetary atmospheres and surfaces, and powering 
many of the processes which shape our world and define 
the planetary environment we live in. We use space-based 
data to study the development of eruptive features on the 
Sun, the evolution and structure of material in the solar 
wind, and the impact of this flow on the environments 
of the planets. Theory and analysis makes full use of 
our high power computing capabilities. This science 
exploitation goes hand in hand with a programme of solar 
system exploration, and the group is developing robotic 
technology to dramatically improve the science return of 
future space missions. Current highlights include leading 
roles in missions to the Moon, Mars and Jupiter. Our four 
main research themes are Solar Physics, Solar Wind and 
Heliosphere, Planetary Magnetospheres and Ionospheres, 
and Planetary Surfaces and Robotic Exploration.
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Our taught degree

 Statistics for Computational Biology
Computational Biology is an area of key strategic 
interest for interdisciplinary research and for employers 
in pharmaceuticals, advanced agriculture and in public 
health. 

The application of Statistics and Machine Learning to 
extract useful knowledge from large data sets is also a key 
requirement in the growing field of business analytics. 
This MSc course combines the disciplines of Mathematics, 
Computer Science, and Biological Sciences, and is suitable 
for graduates in any of these three subjects.

Key Facts
Degree type: MSc

Course code: G499

Duration: 1 year (full-time) 

Topics you may study on this course include:

• Concepts in Biology
• Machine Learning
• Programming for Scientists
• Statistical Concepts, Methods and Tools
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Modern  
Languages

The University’s language laboratory offers you 
excellent facilities to intensively practise your 
linguistic skills. Based upon computer-aided 

learning packages, a wide variety of languages 
are available including German, French, Italian, 

Spanish, Welsh and English.



Facilities
The Department is situated on the Penglais campus, 
which also houses the University’s Hugh Owen Library 
with its extensive range of books and academic 
periodicals in all the languages that we teach, and a 
range of international newspapers received regularly. 
Departmental library allocations at Aberystwyth are 
generous, and the Department has consciously sought 
to ensure that the collections within our research and 
teaching interests are strong and up to date. In addition, 
the Department has a suite of language laboratories 
which use state-of-the-art facilities with video on demand, 
plus access to satellite TV channels.

Our research degrees
We offer MPhil and PhDs in a wide range of topics. 
Candidates often spend a considerable part of their 
research period working in foreign libraries and/
or archives, while remaining under supervision from 
Aberystwyth. The main focus of your research degree will 
be a detailed dissertation, and you will receive regular 
supervision from specialists within the Department on its 
planning, creation and writing.

Applied Translation........................................................................................126

The Department
You will be taught by expert research-active academics, 
most of whom are native-speakers of the languages 
they teach and so there is considerable exposure to the 
languages being studied, even outside formal language 
classes. The Department is extensively involved in 
research activities at international level. We have secured 
several times the sector average in prestigious external 
funding. Colleagues’ research in literature and linguistics 
is regularly published in article and book form, often in 
the countries concerned. Staff are active as conference 
organizers, both here and in events run elsewhere and in 
presenting papers internationally.

Our graduate community
The postgraduate community at Aberystwyth is lively, and 
regular research seminars are held in the Department. It also 
hosts the Aberystwyth Linguistics Forum, which organises 
two or three papers on linguistics topics every year. 

Postgraduates from all departments within the University 
meet regularly, and most departments host social 
opportunities for postgraduates to meet with each other 
and with staff. You will find that staff in the Department 
are very supportive and approachable and you will have 
regular contact with your lecturers.

The Department of Modern Languages offers a range of opportunities for research in three 
major European languages - French, German and Spanish. The expertise of the teaching 
staff covers a variety of fields within each language, ranging from drama to cinema, to 
sociolinguistics, as well as philological language and literary studies.

 +44 (0)1970 622555                      www.aber.ac.uk/eurolangs                      eurolangs@aber.ac.uk

DID YOU KNOW?
Professor David Trotter, Head of the Department of Modern Languages is the President for 
2013-16 of the Société de Linguistique Romane - the most prestigious international learned society 
concerned with the linguistics and philology of the Romance languages
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Our research

The Department is extensively involved in research 
activities at international level. We have secured several 
times the sector average in prestigious (and competitive) 
external funding for research projects. The range of the 
research interests includes:

• French: historical linguistics; Romance linguistics; 
Anglo-Norman; early modern literature and ideas; 
modern literature; comparative literature; literature and 
anthropology; poetry

• German: sociolinguistics (especially language 
attitudes); relationship between standard and 
nonstandard varieties; language awareness; language 
in education; 20th century literature and ideas; 
German-Jewish history; Holocaust writing

• Spanish: stylistic comparison of 19th century Spanish 
novels; North African comparative colonial literature; Cuban 
history and culture; Spanish and Spanish American film

Research in literature and linguistics by our staff is regularly 
published in article and book form, often in the countries 
concerned. Staff are active in organising conferences, both 
in Aberystwyth and elsewhere, and give papers in the UK 
and especially abroad. The Department also enjoys links 
with other universities and research groups across Europe.

The Department’s main current research projects include:

• Teachers as Language Norm Authorities
• The Kindertransport 1938/1939: History and Memory of 

a British phenomenon
• Holocaust Writing and Translation
• Anglo-German collaboration
• Anglo-Norman in the National Archives
• Anglo-Norman Dictionary Project
• Language Standardization in Eastern France, 1280-1450
• Contemporary Cuban Cinema

Our taught degree

 Applied 
Translation

This MA offers you a unique opportunity to focus on 
translation practice while receiving a solid grounding 
in the theoretical context of translation. The world 
market in translation is thought to be worth at least 
£10 billion a year and most businesses now operate in 
a global market. The University’s research environment 
is uniquely placed to explore issues of translation and 
cultural transfer because of its bilingual environment 
and strong links to the local community and local 
businesses. 

This course is aimed at students translating from and 
into at least two of the following: English, French, 
German and Spanish.

Modules you may study on this course include:

• Debates in Translation Studies 
• Ethics and Aesthetics of Translation
• Translation and Linguistics
• Translation for Business and the Community
• Translation for Television, Stage and Screen

Key Facts
Degree type: MA

Course code: R951

Duration: 1 year (full-time) or 2 years (part-time)
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Our taught degree



Psychology

100% of our postgraduates were  
IN WORK AND/OR FURTHER STUDY 
6 MONTHS AFTER GRADUATION, 
5% more than the national average



Our postgraduates are located in the heart of the 
Department, in a light open plan office, in which each 
student has their own desk, computer and storage 
facilities. In your final year, you may also have the option 
of moving to individual offices if you prefer to do so. 
You will be expected to review your training needs 
with supervisors on an annual basis, which may include 
training in methods, clinical research, and conference 
attendance.

Our research degrees
You are able to study for an MPhil or a PhD within the 
Department. Despite being research-focussed,  these 
degrees present opportunities in a number of domains 
from research and scholarship at one extreme to applied 
work in areas such as mental health, child protection, 
health promotion, product design and organisational 
behaviour at the other. The areas in which you are able 
to work are to an extent determined by the specific area 
of your graduate qualification. However, postgraduate 
qualifications in psychology provide you with a broad 
range of highly transferable skills and knowledge that are 
in high demand by a range of employers.

The Department
The Department is accredited by the British Psychological 
Society, a mark of quality widely acknowledged by 
employers in the professional field and which grants the 
opportunity for our graduates to gain graduate and/or 
chartered membership of the society. We also have wide-
ranging expertise, from experimental cognitive science 
through to applied sports performance psychology.

Our graduate community
The University has a thriving graduate community 
supported by continuous professional development 
opportunities and a range of facilities designed to 
enable you to reach your highest potential. Postgraduate 
students are integral to the Department of Psychology 
and are supported by formal and informal structures 
tailor-made to suit your needs. These include reading 
groups, opportunities to develop learning and teaching 
skills, in some cases applied experience; and opportunities 
to present ideas, data and applied experience in a 
dynamic, supportive and engaged environment.

Facilities
The Department is equipped with state-of-the-art 
teaching and research facilities including eye trackers, 
sensory isolation chamber, EEG and biological 
measurements laboratory, qualitative research rooms, 
transcription rooms, experimental research cubicles, 
industry standard video editing facilities and a dedicated 
computer workroom. 

The Department of Psychology is home to over 300 students. Our staff are committed to a 
student-focused approach. In our teaching we make your learning needs a priority in both 
what we teach and how we teach. You will be taught and supervised by individuals who are 
experts in their respective areas, who are active in research and often in applied practice, 
and who use the latest research findings to inform these activities.

 +44 (0)1970 628796                     www.aber.ac.uk/psychology                     psychology@aber.ac.uk
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Our research

The Department has a vibrant research community, 
with current work ranging from experimental work in 
psychoacoustics in  motorcycling, to community based 
work on physical activity counselling in public health. 
Researchers currently have over £1m of grant funded 
projects. The Department has funders including the 
Higher Education Academy and the Welsh Government. 
The Department has research links with organisations 
ranging from the NHS, social care services, third sector 
institutions and charities such as OPAN and Tenovus, 
through to commercial organisations such as Coca 
Cola, and Technogym, reflecting strengths in applied 
clinical, developmental and health psychology and links 
with applied behavioural science in large commercial 
organisations.

All academic members of the Department are research-
active with a broad cross-section of interests in theoretical 
and applied fields using a range of research methods. 
The Department has particular strengths in applied 
psychology in relation to health and medicine; social 
and critical psychology; criminal psychology, and 
human performance. It has a culture of innovative and 
collaborative work that fosters interdisciplinary research.  

The research interests of the staff are in three main 
research themes:

Health, health related behaviour and well-being
Staff in this group are particularly interested in body 
image, eating, diabetes, oncology, gendered analysis 
of health and body image concerns, and health related 
physical activity. Combined they have a range of skills and 
specialisms, from biological-cognitive understandings of 
eating to social, developmental and cultural analysis.

Identity, social processes and critical social psychology
Drawing on a range of qualitative and quantitative 
methods, including conversation analysis, discourse 
analysis, visual methods, experimental, questionnaire and 
mixed method designs; the social team focus on issues 
of identity and social processes from both traditional and 
critical psychology perspectives. Topics include sports and 
sports fans, music psychology, social interaction, gender, 
sexualisation and sexuality, youth culture, consumerism 
and citizenship.

Developmental psychology
Covering the lifespan from early childhood to old age, the 
team are well-placed to address a range of developmental 
psychology issues from biological, cognitive and social 
perspectives. Topics include information processing, 
inattentional blindness, autism, the use of technology 
especially cyber psychology and cyber bullying, and 
quality of life in older people.

The Department’s state-of-the-art building offers 
breakout rooms that provide you with a space to 

discuss ideas and brainstorm in groups.
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The Department’s superb facilities and equipment, such as 
the mobile eye tracker featured here, are helping our students 

to find answers to research questions. Can we really detect 
lies as they’re being told, by monitoring people’s expressions?



Sport and  
Exercise Science



The biochemistry laboratory includes analysers to assay 
a range of bodily fluids, for instance, blood and urine, in 
order to determine haematological, immunological and 
hormonal and clinical chemistry parameters. Research 
students within Sport and Exercise Science also have 
access to the facilities within the wider IBERS including 
state of the art metabolomics, phenomics, genomics and 
bioinformatics centres.

Our anthropometry suite allows measurement of bone 
health and body composition, size, shape and muscularity 
using underwater weighing, callipers, and bio-impedance 
methods, whilst the newly acquired Holigic DXA allows for 
extremely accurate measurement of body fat and bone 
density using dual-energy X-ray absorptiometry.

In psychology, computer-based psychometric testing 
equipment may be used alongside EMG, ECG, heart rate 
monitoring and breath analysis in our psychophysiology 
laboratory to study the relationship between mind and 
body. Our laboratories include implicit attitude measures 
and facilities for conducting qualitative interviews and 
consultancy work with clients.

Our research degrees
We offer MPhil and PhDs degrees across the range of 
human sport and exercise and health sciences. Research 
topics range from athletic performance in extreme 
environments, to improving quality of life and reducing 
the complications associated with a range of chronic 
disease conditions. You will have access to support and 
guidance when needed via regular meetings with your 
supervisors. It is during these meetings that your training 
needs are identified through the annual monitoring.

Our highly experienced staff work with a number of 
organisations, teams and individuals on consultancy 
projects, ranging from recreational athletes to those 
who have achieved success at European and world 
championship level, so you can be confident that you will 
be learning from leading experts in the field. Aberystwyth 
served as a mountain biking training camp for the 2012 
London Olympics, with the natural terrain and spectacular 
landscape of the Aberystwyth area providing an ideal 
training ground for competitors. 

Our graduate community
Research students are allocated desks within communal 
postgraduate offices maximising access to our 
laboratories. Each office has three to four students which 
facilitates a supportive environment where you will learn 
from each other’s experiences. 

During the weekly Research Seminar Series you will 
regularly present your research. These seminars are 
commonly used by students as ‘practice-runs’ for 
presentations at national and international conference.

Facilities 
The Carwyn James building houses 16 well-equipped 
specialist laboratories, and seminar rooms as well as 
offices. Our environmental chamber allows the study of 
human responses in hot, cold or humid environments.

The biomechanics laboratories are equipped with a 
motion analysis multi-camera system and Kistler force 
plates to allow sophisticated analysis of movement as well 
as a Biodex dynamometer. The physiology laboratories are 
equipped with cardiovascular, respiratory and metabolic 
analysers to monitor the exercising body.

Our Sport and Exercise scientists perform research in the sport, exercise and health sciences, 
and provide consultancy services to individuals and organisations in Wales and the rest of 
the UK. As part of the Institute for Biological, Environmental and Rural Sciences (IBERS), we 
integrate fundamental biology with applied exercise and health studies. 

  +44 (0)1970 621545                      www.aber.ac.uk/en/sport-exercise                      sportexercise@aber.ac.uk

DID YOU KNOW?
Exercise is not only good for your heart and 
muscles it improves bone health as well, sport 
and exercise scientists at Aberystwyth 
University are investigating the effect of 
different exercises in combination with changes 
to diet on bone mineral density in an attempt 
to halt the development of osteoporosis.

A team of Sport and Exercise Scientists 
from Aberystwyth are supporting a round-Wales 
cycle event by the Ceredigion & Carmarthenshire 
‘Fire Ride’ team in a charity bike ride to raise 
£15,000 for the Fire Fighters Charity and Wales Air 
Ambulance. The event involves cycling 1,350 miles 
and will visit all 152 fire stations in Wales.
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Our research

Our research-active academic staff have an established 
record of publications in high-quality peer-reviewed 
scientific journals, in authored and edited books as well as 
contributing to book chapters, popular magazine articles 
and television and radio broadcasts on issues related to 
their research. Research activity is continually developing 
and links with other groups within IBERS, universities 
and organisations, including the National Health Service 
which are providing opportunities for collaborative 
research. Current active areas of research include; body 
composition changes and bone health, balance and falls 
in the elderly, peer lead education for diabetes patients, 
immunology in chronic obstructive pulmonary disease 
and cognitive performance under stress and in fatigue. 

Our two main research themes include:

Human Performance
Under this theme, research examines those factors which 
directly or indirectly influence physical and psychological 
performance in sport, exercise, health and other 

contexts. Physiological research conducted within this 
theme encompasses investigations of exercise-testing, 
pulmonary gas exchange kinetics, muscle energetics 
and fatigue/potentiation, immunology and nutritional 
interventions. Research conducted within this theme 
encompasses investigations of individual difference, 
interpersonal and socio-environmental factors affecting 
physiological, psychophysiological, psychological and 
behavioural responses in sport and exercise.

Physical Activity in Ageing, Rehabilitation and Health
This interdisciplinary group includes researchers in 
biomechanics, motor control, physiology, nutrition and 
cognitive and behavioural psychology. Members of the 
group work closely with NHS clinicians, patients and 
voluntary organisations. The research group broadly aims 
to address the causes of activity limitation and determine 
the effects of physical activity and lifestyle on outcomes 
including quality of life and functional capacity. A key aim 
of this research is to develop strategies and interventions 
to optimise health and rehabilitation benefits.

A sport science study capturing the 
difference between running bare 
foot and running in shoes or trainers. 
Digital video cameras and markers on 
the body allows data to be catalogued 
and compared between several 
different runners (timed motion 
capture).
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Theatre, Film and 
Television Studies

94% of our postgraduates were  
IN WORK AND/OR FURTHER STUDY 
6 MONTHS AFTER GRADUATION

6THIN THE UK for research power ratings, 
Research Excellence 
Framework 2014

50% of research was judged to be either   
WORLD-LEADING or 
INTERNATIONALLY EXCELLENT,  
Research Excellence Framework 2014



makes Aberystwyth an ideal place to pursue both Masters 
and Doctoral degrees. Its large and vibrant postgraduate 
community is viewed as a key component of the 
Department’s research and teaching excellence. 

Facilities
• 4 fully-equipped studio theatres
• Digital, high definition television studio
• 3 rehearsal rooms
• 36 digital video editing, recording and viewing rooms
• Computerised lighting systems
• Digital sound studio with digital effects processing and 

multi-track recording facilities
• a brand new postgraduate study centre

Our research degrees
We currently have some 35 PhD research students 
working with us, who have come to us from across the 
UK, Europe and further afield. The range of topics and 
methodologies employed is exceptionally wide, covering 
textual, archival, historical, practice-based, empirical and 
philosophical studies. Research projects include work in 
English and Welsh, and across the whole range of theatre 
and drama, performance studies, scenography, media and 
communication, and film and television studies.

An important part of any doctoral provision is the wider 
research culture in which students are embedded. We 
offer an annual programme of research seminars, with 
high-profile visiting speakers and performers; a series of 
postgraduate forum seminars, designed to strengthen 
both specific and generic skills in all postgraduate 
students; and an annual three-day research conference, 
attended by staff and all postgraduates, in which we share 
ideas and problems intensively.

Taught degrees
Cyfryngau Creadigol Ymarferol ..........................................................139 
Documentary Practice ................................................................................139 
Film Studies ..........................................................................................................140 
Politics, Media and Performance .......................................................143 
Practising Performance ..............................................................................140 
Television Studies and Digital Culture ..........................................142

The Department
The Department’s reputation for conducting cutting-edge, 
international research and teaching makes Aberystwyth 
an ideal place to pursue both masters and doctoral study. 
Supervision and research training is offered in both English 
and Welsh, focusing on topics such as aesthetics, politics 
and social engagement; site-specific performance; ecology 
and performance; Welsh and minority-language theatre, 
film, television and online media; contemporary British and 
Irish theatre; documentary and verbatim theatre; theatre 
and philosophy; performance historiography and archiving; 
national and trans-national processes of production 
and contexts of reception; film, press and broadcasting 
structures, histories and regulatory policies; alternative, 
avant-garde and experimental theatre and film; television 
drama, genres and aesthetics; scriptwriting; media fandom, 
reception and audience studies; documentary film and 
television; horror, fantasy and cult film and television; film 
stardom and performance; social media and multi-platform 
media; British cinema; Russian cinema and theatre.

Our graduate community
The Department provides an excellent environment for 
postgraduate study, and its international reputation for 
conducting cutting-edge quality research and teaching 

The Department of Theatre, Film and Television Studies at Aberystwyth is one of the 
largest departments of its kind in the UK. With an established international profile across its 
constituent disciplines, the Department provides a vibrant environment for postgraduate 
study. 

 +44 (0)1970 622679                               www.aber.ac.uk/tfts                               tfts@aber.ac.uk

DID YOU KNOW?
Professor Heike Roms’s research into 
the history of performance art in Wales has 
informed the professional practices of arts 
practitioners and cultural institutions in Wales, 
influencing how performance art in Wales today 
is created, funded, administered, exhibited and 
conserved.

In the first ever data gathering exercise of its 
kind to be conducted with Welsh-speaking 
children, Dr Merris Griffiths’s research, as part 
of a project with television production company, 
Boomerang+ (now Boom Pictures), has provided 
a unique ‘snap-shot’ of contemporary childhood 
in Wales and has shaped Boomerang+’s creative 
practices and future strategic development.
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Our research

Research in Theatre Film and Television Studies (TFTS) 
foregrounds the study of theatre, film, television, 
performance and media within historically, geographically 
and politically located cultural contexts.

Theatre and Performance Research Group
The Department supports scholarly study, field research 
and practice-led enquiry in theatre and performance, and 
welcomes interdisciplinary approaches.  Several members 
of staff are award-winning artists and emphasis is upon 
processes of making, reading and analysing theatre and 
performance in local, regional, national and trans-national 
contexts.

Current research themes include:

• Space, place and the cultural dynamic of performance 
• Performance, politics and ethics 
• Scenography, performance installation and the theatre 

of images 
• Post-dramatic theatre, live art and performance art
• Performance documentation, archiving and 

historiography 
• Disability and performance
• Contemporary European Theatre
• British and Irish drama
• Critical theory, psychoanalysis and philosophy
• Theatre ethics and aesthetics
• Applied theatre

Film and Television Research Group
The Department supports scholarly study and practice-
led enquiry in film, television and media, and is also a 
base for Mercator Media Research, a major EU-funded 
research enquiry into minority language media in Europe, 
and (along with the Department of History and Welsh 
History) the Centre for Media History and its major journal, 
Media History. The Department conducts research across a 
range of topics in film, television and media studies, with 
particular concentration on the following areas:

• Film television and media history
• Media policy; media compliance and regulation
• Documentary Film and Television
• Television production and texts
• Audience and reception research, especially media 

fandom and fan studies
• Horror, fantasy and cult film and television 
• Screen Stardom and Performance
• Place and landscape in television and film
• Children and the media
• Experimental and avant garde film
• British and Russian cinema

The Department has a particular commitment to 
supporting research which is relevant to the cultural 
and social life of Wales, whilst setting it within a national 
and international frame of reference. The Department 
directs further industry-related research through the S4C 
Monitoring Project, run in collaboration with the National 
Library of Wales’ Screen and Sound Archive.

The Department welcomes and supports a wide range 
of research practices and research methods including: 
textual analysis; empirical data-gathering; historiography 
and archival research; ethnography and audience studies; 
practice-based research; philosophical enquiry; and action 
research. Our aim is that this wide range of methods 
and practices should be able to interact productively to 
generate new insights and opportunities. 

Welsh Theatre and Media Research
The Department acknowledges its special responsibility 
for conducting research into Welsh – especially Welsh 
language – theatre, film, media and performance, which it 
does by means of a focused interrogation of the experience 
of community, the cultural construction of nationality, 
and the artistic investigation of social identity. Particular 
research interests include contemporary Welsh theatre and 
performance; Welsh theatre history; minority language 
media; the media in Wales, the media and national identity; 
film, broadcasting and arts policy in Wales.

Minority Languages Research 
The Department along with the Mercator Institute 
for Media, Languages and Culture is responsible for 
convening the Minority Languages Research Group 
in collaboration with other academic departments. It 
is an interdepartmental group supporting research in 
different academic disciplines undertaken by staff and 
postgraduate students conducting comparative research 
and/or using ‘minority languages’ as a concept or a 
theoretical framework. Two to three research seminars are 
hosted every year, with at least one presented in Welsh 
and at least one presented in English.
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Our taught degrees

 Cyfryngau 
Creadigol Ymarferol

Mae’r cwrs hon yn rhoi cyfle i chi gyfuno agweddau 
damcaniaethol ac ymarferol. Byddwch yn datblygu eich 
sgiliau cynhyrchu cyfryngol/ar-lein/perfformiadol, a 
chyflwyno’n llafar ac yn ysgrifenedig er mwyn cyflawni’r 
aseiniadau. Yn ystod y radd bydd lleoliad gwaith penodol 
gyda chwmni neu sefydliad yn gyfle pellach i arbenigo ym 
maes cyfryngau (gan gynnwys cyfryngau ar-lein), theatr a 
pherfformio neu agwedd arall ar y diwydiannau creadigol. 
Mae’r cynllun hwn yn gymwys ar gyfer ysgoloriaeth 
Mynediad i Feistr/Access to Masters.

This MA is taught through the medium of Welsh. Written 
work may be submitted in Welsh or in English.

Modules you may study on this course include:

• Cyfathrebu Digidol
• Cyfryngau Creadigol ar Waith
• Damcaniaethau’r Cyfryngau Creadigol
• Methodolegau Ymchwil
• Prosiect Cynhyrchu Proffesiynol
• Ymarfer Perfformio a Chynhyrchu Cydgyfeirianol

Key Facts
Degree type: MA

Course code: P350

Duration: 1 year (full-time) or 2 years (part-time)

 Documentary 
Practice 

In recent years there has been a renaissance in 
documentary - both in terms of production and forms 
of dissemination. At the same time there have been 
profound changes in the boundaries that define the 
genre - expanding the notion of what documentary is and 
what it can be. Consequently, ‘documentary’ stories are 
being disseminated across very different platforms – from 
broadcast television and cinema, to the internet, theatre 
and art gallery. This MA is one of the few postgraduate 
courses with the ambition to respond to these changes, 
offering a ‘creative’ approach to documentary – 
encouraging you to explore your curiosities about the 
world, and to evoke your ideas and tell stories in original 
and dynamic ways. While there is an emphasis on 
practice-based work, the course is underpinned with a 
rigorous exploration of documentary history and critical 
analysis; production processes, including ethical issues; 
and research methodologies utilising a wide range of 
references. You will graduate with a portfolio of at least 
three short film works, providing a solid foundation for 
you to develop careers in the wide range of arenas which 
involve aspects of documentary - either as self-employed 
practitioners or working within organisations. 

Modules you may study on this course include:

• Documentary Foundations
• Research Practices
• From Avant Garde to Documentary 
• Portraiture

Key Facts
Degree type: MA

Course code: W692

Duration: 1 year (full-time) or 2 years (part-time)
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 Film Studies
Taught by a range of leading researchers in the field 
of film studies, this course is designed to give you a 
comprehensive overview of film history and film theory, 
taking in the development and intersections of both 
Hollywood and European cinemas and popular and 
‘alternative’ cinemas. You will have the opportunity to 
study specific movements within cinema, such as the 
changing manifestations of German Expressionism, 
American film noir and avant-garde movements and will 
do so by studying philosophical, aesthetic, social and 
cultural influences on these movements. The course will 
also enable you to explore and conduct research on a 
wide range of factors which inform the production and 
reception of film, including changing representations of 
class, ethnicity and gender in the cinema and the study of 
film fans and audiences. 

Modules you may study on this course include:

• Audience Cultures, Cultures and Practices
• Case Studies in Film History
• Film and Representation
• From Avant Garde to Documentary
• Research Methods in Film and Television Studies
• Theories and Traditions in Film Studies
• Screening Cinema

Key Facts
Degree type: MA

Course code: W693

Duration: 1 year (full-time) or 2 years (part-time)

 Practising 
Performance 

The course combines both practical and critical approaches 
to the study of a broad range of performance forms and 
methodologies, with particular attention to devised 
performance, physical theatre, site-specific work, time-
based art and performance art as they are manifest 
historically and culturally. You will be experimenting with 
practice from the outset and be challenged to think about 
performance in innovative ways. Academic study - work on 
the theory, critical analysis and effective documentation of 
performance forms - is always matched by practice: you will 
make group performances, solo performances, participate 
in workshops and present your intellectual ideas through 
performance. You will be encouraged to develop your own 
artistic practice, informed by your own particular interests, 
so that whatever style of performance you wish to make 
in the future, you will be equipped with the right tools 
to bring your ideas and imaginings to fruition in a highly 
developed manner. 

Modules you may study on this course include:

• Compositional Practices
• Engaging Publics
• Production Project
• Research Practices
• Theoretical Practices

Key Facts
Degree type: MA

Course code: W495

Duration: 1 year (full-time) or 2 years (part-time)

Capel: the lights are on 
was a research project 
filmed recently in Bronant, 
Ceredigion, and done in 
partnership with the Central 
School of Drama, London
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 Television Studies and Digital Culture
This new Masters degree offers a theoretical and critical 
approach to television studies, grounded in the subject’s 
history whilst also exploring the contemporary rise of 
media convergence, e.g. Web 2.0/social media activities. 
You will learn about audience practices and communities, 
with a special focus on media/digital fandom and 
participatory culture, as well as developing skills of textual 
analysis in relation to a range of UK and US television. 
Examining debates around TV production and aesthetics, 
you will study the emergence of television drama right 
through to theorising today’s trends in transmedia 
storytelling. You will also examine television through 
the policies that have framed the medium’s national 
and international development. Encouraging critical 
reflection on how producers, fans, consumers and citizens 
engage with TV’s digital cultures – whether this means 
downloading, streaming, blogging, or watching the 
‘box in the corner’ – the course draws on world-leading 
expertise in television studies and fan studies. 

Key Facts
Degree type: MA

Course code: W498

Duration: 1 year (full-time) or 2 years (part-time)

Modules you may study on this course include:

• Introduction to Television Studies and Digital Culture
• Small Screen Aesthetics: From TV to the Web
• Research Methods in Film and Television Studies
• Television History and Policy
• Social Television, Fandom and Participatory Media 
• Audience Cultures and Practices
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 Politics, Media and Performance
There can be little doubt that film, creative media and 
performance do not just reflect but produce particular 
political realities and can be used for political ends. 
There is an increasing need for informed and critical 
scholarship that is not constrained by any disciplinary 
divide between performance, media and politics, and 
that goes beyond a framework that equates theatre with 
politics or sees politics as a performance. Scholars of 
politics have recognised the importance of examining, 
and indeed employing, cultural and media forms in their 
work. Equally, scholars of film, media and performance are 
examining the relevance of critical conceptualisations of 
the political in their practice. This interdisciplinary Masters 
combines the research strengths of two long-standing 
departments: Theatre, Film and Television Studies, 
and International Politics. It allows you to develop an 
advanced understanding of the place of media, film and 
performance in contemporary politics, to develop skills 
in media and performance analysis and practice, to gain 

Key Facts
Degree type: MA

Course code: W494

Duration: 1 year (full-time) or 2 years (part-time)

a deeper understanding of contemporary theories and 
practices of politics, and to engage with these exciting 
and intensely political new synergies.

Modules you may study on this course include:

• Politics, Media and Performance: Making Connections
• Independent Research Project
• Research Practices
• Compositional Practices
• Engaging Publics
• Political Responsibility in a Globalized World



Welsh and Celtic 
Studies 100% of our postgraduates were  

IN WORK AND/OR FURTHER STUDY 
6 MONTHS AFTER GRADUATION, 
7% more than the national average



The Department is part of the Institute of Languages, 
Literature and the Creative Arts (ILLCA). Our graduates also 
benefit from this wider intellectual community as well as 
the collaborative research venture between Aberystwyth 
and Bangor Universities: The Institute of Medieval and 
Early Modern Studies (IMEMS). Regular research seminars 
and public lectures are also organised by neighbouring 
institutions: The University of Wales Centre for Welsh and 
Celtic Studies and the National Library of Wales. 

Facilities
Aberystwyth’s international reputation as a research 
centre for Welsh and Celtic scholars is supported by its 
facilities. Our postgraduate study room is stocked with a 
broad range of dictionaries, reference books, journals and 
periodicals. You will also have access to the Department’s 
own research library, the Thomas Jones Collection, as well 
as the outstanding holdings of the University’s Hugh Owen 
Library. The National Library of Wales, with its unrivalled 
collections of manuscripts, archives, printed material and 
sound and moving image archive, is only a five-minute 
walk from the Department.

Aberystwyth is home to a number of other key institutions 
in the cultural life of Wales, notably the Royal Commission 
on the Ancient and Historical Monuments of Wales; the 
Mercator Institute for Media, Languages and Culture 
(based in the Department of Theatre, Film and Television, 
ILLCA); the Welsh Books Council; the University of Wales 
Centre for Advanced Welsh and Celtic Studies; the 
University of Wales Dictionary of the Welsh Language; The 
New Welsh Review and Planet Magazine; and broadcasting 
studios, including the BBC. 

Our research degrees
The Department offers MPhil and PhDs in Welsh and the 
Celtic languages (see next page). We normally encourage 
doctoral (PhD) candidates to do a one-year MPhil or 
a taught MA first since this practice increases funding 
options for doctoral study.

Taught degrees
Irish ..............................................................................................................................147 
Medieval Welsh Literature .......................................................................148
Ysgrifennu Creadigol (Creative Writing) ......................................148

The Department
Since the appointment of its first Professor of Welsh in 
1875, the Department of Welsh has played a leading 
part in Welsh learning and culture, education, politics 
and journalism. Many notable Welsh scholars, creative 
writers and editors have taught here. The Department is 
internationally renowned for its research and teaching in 
Welsh and the Celtic languages, and is noted for being a 
friendly and supportive place to study for postgraduates 
from all over Wales and the world.

Our graduate community
Welsh is the academic and administrative language of 
the Department and we encourage learners to start 
using the language as soon as they can. Graduates are 
also encouraged to attend a range of cultural and social 
events. These include literary readings, book launches, 
traditional music sessions and events arranged by local 
Welsh, Irish and Breton societies.

Staff and students meet in our regular lunchtime research 
seminars, and in the postgraduate study room located 
at the heart of the Department, which makes for a good 
deal of informal interaction between students and staff. 
The Department’s current postgraduates are among the 
founder members of the Association of Celtic Students 
of Ireland and Britain. They organised and hosted 
the Association’s annual international conference in 
Aberystwyth in March 2014, in which academic papers 
were delivered in English, Irish, Scottish Gaelic and Welsh.

The Department of Welsh has a vibrant community of home and international students, that 
makes it the largest Welsh graduate school in the UK. Students are drawn by our world-class 
reputation as a centre for research. In the Research Excellence Framework 2014, 90% of our 
research was rated internationally recognised; overall half was considered internationally 
excellent and a quarter world-leading. This result placed the Department among the top four 
institutions in Britain and Northern Ireland for Celtic Studies.

 +44 (0)1970 622137                              www.aber.ac.uk/en/cymraeg                              welsh@aber.ac.uk
 @CymraegAber                           Visit our blog wordpress.aber.ac.uk/cymraeg
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Our research

The Department of Welsh is a research-led department 
and our expertise encompasses the chronological, 
linguistic and literary range of Welsh and Celtic Studies.

Research themes within the Department include:

• creative writing
• critical theory, notably feminism and gender studies, 

eco-criticism, reader response theory
• biography and autobiography
• translation studies: theory and practice, including medieval
• textual scholarship and editorial skills
• the development of the Welsh language and dialectology
• critical study of contemporary poetry and fiction
• Welsh culture and letters between the wars
• popular literary culture in the 19th and 20th century: 

Carneddog and his contemporaries
• women’s writing: medieval, early modern, and 

contemporary

Our research degrees

• regional and national identity in early modern and 
contemporary Welsh literature and culture

• ‘four nations’ and ‘archipelagic’ literature
• literature of the landscape and environment in early 

modern and contemporary Wales
• early and medieval Welsh prose and poetry: textual and 

thematic study
• the Mabinogion
• Dafydd ap Gwilym
• old Welsh manuscripts and literary culture
• earliest Celtic place-names of Europe and Asia Minor
• comparative Irish and Welsh Literature
• classical and early modern Irish language and literature
• an electronic version of Peter C. Bartrum’s Welsh 

Genealogies A.D. 300–1500
• ancient Celtic place-names and personal names in 

Europe and Asia Minor

Welsh
The Department has specialists to supervise work in 
all fields of Welsh language and literature, and this is 
reflected in the wide range of topics studied including, 
in recent years: dialectology; language acquisition and 
language planning; the language of television; personal 
names in early Wales, Cornwall and Brittany; masculinity 
and medieval Welsh literature; dress and dress accessories 
in medieval literature; the early poetry of Guto’r Glyn; 
Welsh influences on the work of the poet and artist, 
David Jones; epistolatory criticism and the poetry of 
Menna Elfyn; ecocriticsm and the avian interests of the 
Cywyddwyr; the twentieth-century domestic novel; 
weapons in medieval literature; body language and 
comportment in medieval texts; children’s literature; war 
poetry; Welsh-language science-fiction; the work of the 
poet, Iwan Llwyd; the use of Welsh and English in the work 
of Gwyneth Lewis; Welsh recusant texts.

The Department has an excellent reputation for creative 
writing. Alongside its newly launched Welsh-language MA 
in Creative Writing, the Department is also well-placed to 
provide supervision of practice-led MPhils and PhDs that 
focus on the composition of an extended piece of creative 
writing.

The Celtic Languages
We welcome students who wish to undertake research 
on aspects of Breton, Irish or Scottish Gaelic Studies, in 
the fields of language, literature and cultural studies. 
The Department has notable strengths: the Celts in 
Continental Europe and Asia Minor, in particular the 
study of place-names and personal names; medieval and 
Early Modern Irish language and literature; and the Celtic 
diaspora in the nineteenth century and the fortunes of 
Irish and Scottish Gaelic language and culture in North 
America. Recent doctoral theses include studies on the 
field of Celtic place-names of Gaul and Iberia; a study of 
the Scottish Gaelic dialect of the Island of Diùra (Jura); and 
a comparative study of narrative techniques in early Irish 
and Welsh tales.
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Our taught degrees

 Irish
This degree gives you the chance to gain a sound 
knowledge of Irish language and literature from the 
earliest Old Irish to the modern day. Working in small 
groups, you will study a variety of prose and poetry texts 
in the original language and will also be encouraged to 
use a range of critical approaches to the material. You may 
choose to concentrate on certain periods, and there is the 
opportunity to study Scottish Gaelic and Comparative 
Celtic Philology, as well as to improve your fluency in 
Modern Irish. The dissertation will allow you to develop 
a topic of your choice and to produce a sustained piece 
of work up to 20,000 words, which will demonstrate to 
future employers your ability to research independently 
and to exercise your critical faculties and writing skills in a 
demanding field of study.

Key Facts
Degree type: MA

Course code: Q593

Duration: 1 year (full-time) or 2 years (part-time)

Modules you may study on this course include:

• Celtic Ethnography 
• Classical Irish Language and Literature 
• Comparative Celtic Literature
• Comparative Celtic Philology 
• Modern Irish Language and Literature 
• Old and Middle Irish Language and Literature 
• Scottish Gaelic Language and Literature 

We are revising our schemes and broadening the range of taught degrees on offer in the Department.  
Please visit our website for the very latest information.
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 Medieval Welsh Literature
This MA offers students who have not necessarily had 
the chance to study for a first degree in Welsh or Celtic 
Studies to engage closely with the Welsh language 
and literature of the medieval period while at the same 
time learning Modern Welsh in order to be able to read 
and converse confidently by the end of the year. This is 
a unique combination which is popular with students 
of cognate disciplines (Modern Languages, Medieval 
Studies, Old and Middle English, Classics) who wish to 
improve their language and interpretative skills to equip 
them for doctoral work. Other students, sometimes with 
a background in archaeology or history, are interested in 
knowing more about the culture and language of Wales 
in the medieval period with an eye to working in the 
education, heritage, and tourism sectors. 

A variety of Welsh texts, from 600 to 1600, will be 
studied in the original language taking account of their 
manuscript and cultural contexts, and using a variety 
of critical approaches including comparative work with 
texts from neighbouring cultures and traditions such 
as Irish, Late Latin, and some Anglo-Saxon and Middle 
English. Our main aim, however, is to equip you with a 
working knowledge of the Medieval Welsh language, and 
to ensure that you are fully conversant with the full range 

Key Facts
Degree type: MA

Course code: Q594

Duration: 1 year (full-time) or 2 years (part-time)

of current scholarship including that written in the Welsh 
language. The dissertation will allow you to develop a 
topic of your choice and to produce a sustained piece of 
work up to 20,000 words which will demonstrate to future 
employers your ability to research independently (under 
the guidance of a specialist) and to exercise your critical 
faculties and writing skills at a high level.  

Modules you may study on this course include:

• Comparative Celtic Literature 
• Comparative Celtic Philology 
• Dafydd ap Gwilym 
• The Earliest Welsh Arthurian Sources and Texts 
• The Earliest Welsh Poetry 
• The Early Englynion Cycles 
• The Four Branches of the Mabinogi 
• Welsh Language 

 Ysgrifennu Creadigol (Creative Writing)
This new Welsh-language MA course provides an 
opportunity for those who have some experience of 
creative writing to develop their creativity within the 
critically supportive environment of the Department of 
Welsh. Under the guidance of experienced poets, writers 
and editors you will explore a range of literary genres 
from both a theoretical and a practice-based perspective. 
By analysing a variety of texts you will learn how to 
read like a creative writer and how to apply this critical 
awareness to your own work. You will be encouraged to 
experiment with different literary forms, whether prose 
or poetry, culminating in a portfolio of original writing 
by the end of the course. By means of work placement 
and a series of creative workshops, led by your tutors 
and by guest writers and editors, you will bridge the 
Welsh Department’s own creative community and Wales’s 
thriving publishing industry, experiencing both academic 
and professional networks. 

Key Facts
Degree type: MA

Course code: Q595

Duration: 1 year (full-time) or 2 years (part-time)

Modules you may study on this course include:

• Ysgrifennu Rhyddiaith: Ffurf (Writing Prose: Form)
• Ysgrifennu Barddoniaeth: Ffurfiau’r Canu Caeth a Rhydd 

(Writing Poetry: Free and Strict-metre Forms)
• Darllen fel Llenor: Dulliau Cyfansoddi (Reading Like a 

Writer: Composition)
• Portffolio Creadigol (Creative Portfolio)
• Gweithdai Creadigol (Creative Workshops)
• Y Diwydiant Cyhoeddi Creadigol yng Nghymru (The 

Creative Publishing Industry in Wales)
• Ysgrifennu Barddoniaeth: Moddau Mynegiant (Writing 

Poetry: Modes of Expression)
• Ysgrifennu Rhyddiaith: Genre (Writing Prose: Genre)
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Your Next Steps…
Entry requirements
Generally, the minimum entry requirement for most 
taught Masters courses is a lower second class honours 
degree (2.2). If you are applying for a research or funded 
Masters or PhD course you should hold or expect to 
achieve an upper second class (2.1) honours degree or 
above, and some PhD programmes may require a relevant 
Masters degree. Non-graduates with at least two years of 
relevant full-time work experience are welcome to apply 
for any Masters course. Your application will be judged on 
an individual basis. 

International and EU applicants must meet our English 
Language requirements (see page 18) in addition to the 
academic criteria set out above. You may compare your 
qualifications to see if you meet our criteria using our 
online comparability calculator at www.aber.ac.uk/en/
postgrad/howtoapply/before-you-apply/comparability

How to apply
To apply to one of our postgraduate courses, visit our 
website to apply online: www.aber.ac.uk/en/postgrad/
howtoapply. You will be able to track the progress of your 
application online. 

If you require a printed copy of the postgraduate 
application form to apply off-line please download the 
form and guidance notes from our website www.aber.
ac.uk/en/postgrad/howtoapply

If you are applying for a research degree (MPhil/PhD) you 
should check your department’s research interests to see 
if we can offer expert supervision in your chosen area of 
specialisation. Most applicants (except Maths and Physics) 
will need to prepare a research proposal (1000 - 1500 
words) to outline the research project you would like to 
undertake. You will also need to submit a full application 
with all supporting documentation, along with your 
research proposal and information on how you intend to 
fund your research degree.

When to apply 
You should apply as early as possible before the start of 
your degree. Research applicants should generally apply 
before the end of February to be considered for a funded 
place. If you intend to bring your family you should 
generally apply before the end of February. Distance 
Learning application deadlines are two months prior to 
the course start dates.

Supporting documentation
In addition to the information required in your 
application, you will need to attach copies of the following 
documents to your application:

• University transcripts
• Degree certificates
• Personal statement
• References 
• Portfolio of Artistic works (art applicants only) 
• Curriculum Vitae (physics research applicants only)
• A sample of written work may be required (e.g. for 

creative writing - please check with the Admissions 
Office)

• School or college transcripts/certificates (international 
applicants only) 

• English language certificates (EU/international 
applicants only)*

• Non EEA students who will need to apply for a student 
visa must also provide a copy of their passport (and 
if already in the UK, a copy of their current Entry 
Clearance (visa))

• Research proposal (for MPhil/PhD applicants only) 
(1,000 - 1,500 words)

*You may submit an application before you receive your 
results.

If you are unable to supply all additional documentation 
at the time of your application, our Postgraduate 
Admissions team will contact you to request them at a 
later date.

References
For applications for research programmes (PhD, MPhil or 
LLM by Research) please supply two references with your 
application. For applications for taught courses, please 
supply one reference with your application. 

References should be specific to the programme you are 
applying for. You must provide academic references, that 
is, from professors or lecturers at your current/previous 
university. If you do not provide satisfactory references 
with your application it will not be processed.

We will accept sealed references, scanned versions on 
letterhead, or emails sent direct from the referee using 
their official university or business email account to pg-
admissions@aber.ac.uk. You may also attach scanned 
references to your online application. Please keep a copy 
of the original document.
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The University provides downloadable reference forms on 
the “applying offline” page. You may pass these forms on 
to your referees for them to complete and return to the 
University, to the address detailed on the “applying offline” 
web page.

After you apply
Once your application has been created, it will be 
passed to the appropriate academic department for 
consideration, and you can usually expect a decision 
within 2 weeks for taught courses or 6 weeks for PhD 
or research programmes. You will then receive a letter 
stating whether you are to be offered a place; or have 
been invited to an interview, or whether we are unable to 
offer you a place. This letter will also outline the conditions 
you need to meet before you can register, the cost and 
start date of your course. 

Please respond to your offer within 6 weeks or the 
respond-by day noted in the offer. Do not worry if you 
cannot meet the conditions in your offer by this date; 
at this stage we simply need to know if you intend to 
take up your place. You may request to defer your place 
until a later date (one or two years depending on the 
department), if for personal reasons you are unable to 
take up your place or are unable to meet the conditions of 
your offer by the registration date.

Information for international applicants
Once all the conditions of your offer have been 
met, international applicants applying for full-time 
programmes will be issued a Confirmation of Acceptance 
of Studies (CAS) number to use to obtain a Tier 4 student 
visa to enter the United Kingdom. See the UK Visas and 
Immigration website for information: www.gov.uk/apply-
for-a-tier-4-sponsor-licence. It is your responsibility to 
apply for your student visa at the relevant British Embassy 
or High Commission. Students who are already in the 
UK must submit their Tier 4 visa application to study at 
Aberystwyth before registering with us.

To study some research programmes (PhD or MPhil) in 
certain science subjects in the UK, international students 
may need to have Academic Technology Approval 
Scheme (ATAS) clearance. If this applies to you, you will 
be provided with the relevant information for your ATAS 
application with your offer. It is your responsibility to 
check if this scheme applies to you. See www.aber.ac.uk/
en/postgrad/howtoapply/before-you-apply/atas/ 

Accommodation
Once you have met all conditions of your offer, you may book 
your accommodation in University residences. You will need 
your personal ID number, noted on your offer letter.

http://www.gov.uk/apply-for-a-tier-4-sponsor-licence
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Our Fees 
in Detail

Fees cover the cost of your tuition, registration, 
examinations and graduation. Living costs are 
additional but very affordable in Aberystwyth.

Your tuition fee is determined by a combination of factors including which course you intend to study, and where you 
live. You will be classified as either a ‘Home’ (which includes the EU) or an ‘Overseas’ (that is, international) applicant. If 
you’re unsure which you are, visit the fees and finance section of this website: www.ukcisa.org.uk

At the time of going to press, the fees for 2016/17 were yet to be announced. For the latest information on our fees, 
please visit our website.

Taught Masters Programmes Tuition Fees 2015/16
For UK/EU ‘Home’ students For international ‘overseas’ students

Subject areas Full-time Part-time Full-time Part-time

Art and Art History £5,600 £2,800 £11,250 £5,625

Biology, Environmental and Rural Sciences £6,000 £3,000 £12,250 £6,125

Computer Science £6,000 £3,000 £12,250 £6,125

English and Creative Writing £5,600 £2,800 £11,250 £5,625

Geography and Earth Sciences, MA £6,000 £3,000 £11,750 £5,875

Geography and Earth Sciences, MSc £6,700 £3,350 £12,250 £6,125

History and Welsh History £5,600 £2,800 £11,250 £5,625

Information and Library Studies £5,600 £2,800 £11,250 £5,625

International Politics £6,700 £3,350 £12,250 £6,125

Law and Criminology £6,000 £3,000 £11,750 £5,875

Management - Generalist £6,000 £3,000 £11,750 £5,875

Management - Specialist £5,600 £2,800 £11,250 £5,625

Theatre, Film and Television £6,000 £3,000 £11,750 £5,875

Welsh £5,600 £2,800 £11,250 £5,625

Professional Courses

Graduate Diploma in Law £5,250 N/A £5,250 N/A

PGCE (Teacher Training) courses £9,000* N/A N/A N/A

*For the PGCE courses only: Students domiciled in Wales or other parts of the EU excluding England, Northern Ireland and Scotland may 
be eligible for a fee grant from the Welsh Government (see www.studentfinancewales.co.uk). Students domiciled in England, Northern 
Ireland and Scotland are not eligible for this fee grant. This subsidy does not apply to any Masters courses or Doctoral programmes.

Research Programmes Tuition Fees 2015/16-
For UK/EU ‘Home’ students For international ‘overseas’ students

Course type Full-time Part-time Full-time Part-time

Arts  - MPhil, PhD £4,052† £2,026† £12,250 £6,125

Science & Social Sciences - MPhil, LLM by research, PhD £4,052† £2,026† £12,500 £6,250

†UK/EU tuition fees for research programmes will be set at the same level that the UK Research Council sets fees.

Distance Learning Course Fees 2014/15

Course type UK/EU and international students (based on 3 year completion)

Information Studies - Masters £7,140

Law and Criminology - Masters £7,980
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Visiting
Aberystwyth 
Students come from far and wide to 
Aberystwyth University – indeed you’ll 
meet students from all over the world 
here. The warm welcome which awaits 
you, and the superb facilities available to 
you, will make your visit worthwhile.

From overseas…
As there is no airport in the town of Aberystwyth itself you 
are advised to try and fly into Birmingham or Manchester 
International Airports. There is a direct train service linking 
Birmingham International Airport with Aberystwyth 
which takes approximately 3 hours. There are also regular 
train and bus links from London to Aberystwyth.

Within the UK…
By Rail
The railway station is in the middle of Aberystwyth. The 
main service is via Shrewsbury. There is a frequent bus 
service from the station to campus and taxis are available.

Train times to Aberystwyth from:

Shrewsbury  1 hr 47 mins
Birmingham  2 hrs 47 mins
Leicester   3 hrs 56 mins
London   4 hrs 34 mins
Manchester  3 hrs 40 mins
Wolverhampton 2 hrs 33 mins

By Car
The University is located alongside the main A487 
north to south Wales trunk road. It’s just over a two-
hour drive from north or south Wales, Birmingham 
and the west Midlands.

By Coach
Regular Trawscambria and National Express bus 
services operate from the University's Penglais 
campus to north and south Wales, the Midlands 
and beyond.

Road distances (miles) from Aberystwyth to other major 
cities in the UK:

Birmingham  120
Bristol   128
Cardiff   110
Leeds   173
Leicester   151
Liverpool   104
London   225
Manchester  134
Oxford   157
Wolverhampton  111

Places to stay overnight
If you wish to stay overnight, then there are plenty of 
places for you to stay in Aberystwyth. The local Tourist 
Information Office (+44 (0)1970 612125) can provide 
you with a list of addresses, as can the Postgraduate 
Admissions Office (+44 (0)1970 622270). If you are visiting 
during the University’s holiday periods there may be 
student accommodation on campus available for you 
(during April, June, July and August). Please contact 
the Conference Office on +44 (0)1970 621960, or e-mail 
conferences@aber.ac.uk

154 Visiting Aberystwyth
Aberystwyth University

mailto:conferences@aber.ac.uk


Pendinas iron-age hill fort 
above Aberystwyth

Our Open Days provide an opportunity for you to take a 
look at the University and to find out what we can offer 
you as a postgraduate student.

Saturday 12 September, Saturday 17 October, 
Saturday 7 November

Join us to discover more about our range of study options, 
great facilities and exciting postgraduate student life. 
You can reserve your place online at www.aber.ac.uk/en/
open-days/.

Visit us online
At Aberystwyth we also host virtual open days online, 
with opportunities for you to view presentations and 
interact with us through instant chat. Virtual Open Day 
2015: Wednesday 25 November. To register visit  
www.aber.ac.uk/en/open-days

Open Days 2015

http://www.aber.ac.uk/en/open-days
http://www.aber.ac.uk/en/open-days
http://www.aber.ac.uk/en/open-days


P

P

B

PO 

PO 

PO 

IIB

P

P

P

P

P
P

P

P

P

P
P

P

P

CORPORATION STREET      CRYNFRYN TERR. 
TERRACE

PEN Y GRAIG

QUEEN‘S ROAD

VAENOR STREET

TREFOR ROAD

LOVEDEN ROAD

PORTLAND STREETBATH STREET

PORTLAND ROAD
TERRACE ROAD

MARKET ST.

BREWER ST.

UNION ST.

BAKER STREET

PIER           
STREET

NORTH PARADE

GREAT DARKGATE STREET

CAMBRIAN STREET

CAMB. PL.

ELM TREE AVENUE

PARK AVENUE
GLYNDWR ROAD

MAESYRAFONGREENFIELD STREET

GRAY‘S INN RD.

BRIDGE STREET

HIGH STREET

PROSPECT STREET

PMG. RD.

C.H. STREET

GEORGE ST. POWELL ST.WLLM. 

ST
.

PARK AVENUE

PA
RK A

VEN
UE

STANLEY ROAD

BUARTH

BANADL RD

EDGEHILL ROAD

ROADTRINITY ROAD

POUND PL. POPLAR ROW

CAE'RGOG TERR.

SKINNER ST.

TRINITY PL.

ALEXANDRA ROAD

CHALYBEATE STREET

QUEEN STREET

ST. JAMES' 
PRINCESS ST.

SQUARE 

MICHAEL’S ST

PL.

CASTLE ST.

LAURA PL.

SOUTH MARINE TERRACE
QUAY ROAD

RHEIDOL TERRACE

HARBOUR CRES.
PEN YR ANGOR

DINAS TERRACE

         
         

         
PENPARCAU ROAD

MAESMAELOR

FIFTH AVENUE

MIN Y DDOL

HEOL TYN Y FRON

LL
W

YN
YR

EO
S

HEO
L D

IN
AS

HEOL Y BONT

PWLLHOBI

HEOL OWAIN
PROSPECT PLACE

PRIMROSE HILL

CEFN ESGAIR

CWMPADARN

MAESCEINIO
N

HEOL ALUN

PANT Y RHOS

LÔN HENDRE

M
AESH

EN
D

RE

BRYN
 H

EN
D

RE

A487

B4572
CEFN LLAN

                                        PENGLAIS ROAD
DANYCOED

CA
E M

EL
YN

CARADO
G RO

AD

CAE'RG
O

G

ST DAVID’S

ROAD

IO
RWERTH

AVE.

NORTON TERRACE

PEN
 Y G

RAIG BRYNRHEIDOL PARC YR ONNEN

PLASCRUG AVENUE

LL
AN

GA
W

SA
I

PADARN CRESCENT

BRYNGLAS ROAD

      
      

      
     L

LANBADARN ROAD

RHYD Y BONT

BRYN YSTWYTH

RH
EID

O
L RO

AD

FOURTH AVENUE

THIRD AVENUE

FIRST AVENUE

A487

HEOL YSTRAD

HEOL NANTEOSMAESHELI

HEOL Y GARTH

HEOL Y WERN

A487

B4340

A4120

PLAS HELYG

SECOND AVENUE
HEOL ISAF

SPRING GARDENS

TREFECHAN ROAD

GLANRAFON TERRACE

VIEW PLACE

SEA

SOUTH RO
AD

KING ST.NEW PROMENADE 

NEW ST. 

CLIFF TERRACE

BRYN Y MÔR ROAD

  ALBERT

PLACE

Q
UEEN‘S AVENUE

NORTH ROAD
LISBURN TERR.

INFIRMARY ROAD

           MARINE TERRACE 

BRYN ROAD
 

QUEEN‘S ROAD 

                               NORTHGATE STREET 

THESPIAN STREET 

MILL STREET 

RIVERSID
E T

ERRACE 

EASTGATE STREET 

PEN RHEIDOL 

ERW GOCH 

RHOS HENDRE 

ELYSIAN GROVE 

Pen Dinas

Waunfawr

Llanbadarn
Fawr

Penparcau
Parcyllyn

VULCAN ST.

CAMBRIAN SQ.

KI
NG

S 
CR

ES
.

PEN Y FRON RD

PLAS AVENUE

PENGLAIS TERR. 

GE
RD

DI
 RH

EID
OL

VICTORIA

PARC CRAIG-GLAIS

A4
4

CLOS NONCLOS DEW
I

CLOS CEITHO

MAES M
AWR

CLOS DEINIOL

Y LANFA

GREEN 

GDNS.BRIDGEND CTGS. Y
R ODYN

CWRT YR ANGOR
GLENHURST VILLAS

PARC Y BRYN

COED Y BUARTH

CAE’R  W
YLAN

CLOS SULIEN

GLAN RHEIDOL

PO 

A44
To Shrewsbury and the East

A4120
To Devil’s Bridge

A487
To Aberaeron, Cardigan,
New Quay and the South

A487
To Borth, Machynlleth
and the North

B4572
To Clarach and Borth

HarbourNorth Beach

Constitution
Hill

     
     

    V
ale of Rheidol Railw

ay

Main
lin

e R
ail 

Netw
ork

South Beach

Old College

B

PO 

II

One Way

Main Approach Roads

Mainline Railway

Parking

Footpaths

Post O�ces

Buses

Railway Station

 

P

Penglais Campus

Llanbadarn Centre

36

20

22

16

18 3
30

15 1

25 26

17

4

2

29

28

19

6 27

5 7 8

24

12

9

23

10

11

80

82
69

94
55

51

70

89

92

98 91

83

99

84

93

97

95

58

34

35

33

32

40

31

59 60 61
62

63 64 65

50
52 53

87

88 85

81

57

90

86

96

56

Aberystwyth
Map
Penglais Campus
1 Reception/Enquiries, SY23 3FL
2 Aberystwyth Arts Centre, 
 SY23 3DE
 - Great Hall
 - Theatre
 - Visitors’ Car Park
3 Parry-Williams Building, SY23 3AJ
 - Theatre Film & Television Studies
 - Mercator
4 Hugh Owen Library, SY23 3DZ
 - Library (Information Services)
 - Computer Unit 
  (Information Services)
 Hugh Owen Building, SY23 3DY
 - Centre for Welsh Language
  Services
 - English & Creative Writing
 - Modern Languages
 - History & Welsh History
 - Welsh and Celtic Studies
 - A12 and A14 Lecture Theatres

5 Llandinam Building, SY23 3DB
 - Geography & Earth Sciences
 - Computer Science
 - International English Centre
6 Cledwyn Building, SY23 3DD
 - Academic Quality 
  and Records Office
 - Admissions
 - International Office
 - Communications, Marketing 
  & Public Affairs
7 Physical Sciences Building,  

SY23 3BZ
 - Mathematical & Physical Sciences
8 Edward Llwyd Building, 

SY23 3DA
 - Biological Sciences (IBERS)
9 Sports Centre, SY23 3AR
 - Sports Hall
 - Swimming Pool
 - All Weather Sports Pitch
10 Sports Cage
11 Design & Print Services, SY23 3UG
12 Students' Union, SY23 3DX
 - Careers Service
23 Carwyn James Building, SY23 3FD
 - Sport & Exercise Science
24 International Politics Building, 

SY23 3FE

25 Visualisation Centre, SY23 3BF
 - Vice Chancellor’s Office
 - Planning Office
 - Research, Business & Innovation
26 Student Welcome Centre,  

SY23 3FB
 - Student Support
 - Post Room
27 New IBERS Building
 - IBERS Rural Studies
28 Penglais Day Nursery
29 Student Wellness Centre, SY23 3DU
30 Penbryn 5, SY23 3UX
 - Education and Lifelong Learning
 - Psychology
 - Welsh for Adults

Halls and Residences
15 Penbryn Halls, SY23 3BY
 - Conference Office
 - Catering Office
 - ‘Nightline’
16 Cwrt Mawr Halls, SY23 3AN
17 Trefloyne Halls, SY23 3JJ
 - Rosser G
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18 Rosser Halls, SY23 3LH
19 Pantycelyn Halls, SY23 3BK
20 Pentre Jane Morgan, SY23 3TE
 - Student Village
22 Lôn Hendre
 - Reception
36 Fferm Penglais
 - Accommodation Office 

Llanbadarn Centre
31 Rheidol Building, SY23 3AL
 - Management & Business 

- Information Studies
32 Thomas Parry Library
33 Padarn Building  

- Blas Padarn
34 Equestrian Centre
35 Elystan Morgan Building,  

SY23 3AS
 - Law & Criminology
40 Coleg Ceredigion

Town
50 Old College, SY23 2BH
 - Finance Office
 - Student Fees

51 Edward Davies Building,  
SY23 1NG

 - School of Art
52 Joseph Parry Building,  

SY23 2AU
 - Music Centre
53 Theatr y Castell -  

- Theatre, Film & Television Studies
55 Vicarage Playing Fields
56 Blaendolau Playing Fields
57 University Boathouse
58 Science Park -
 - No. 12 Human Resources

Halls and Residences  
in Town
59 Balmoral, SY23 2BN
60 Blaenwern, SY23 2DH
61 Clarendon House, SY23 2DG
62 Caerleon/Pumlumon, SY23 2DP
63 Aberglasney, SY23 2BX
64 Ceredigion Hall / Tŷ Glyndwr, 

SY23 2DB / SY23 2HG
65 Carpenter Hall / Tŷ Gwerin, 

SY23 2BY / SY23 2HF
69 Godre’r Glais
70 Brynderw, SY23 3HL

Town Services
80 National Library of Wales
81 Public Library
82 Bronglais Hospital
83 Police Station 
84 Welsh Assembly and County 

Council offices
85 Tourism and Information 

Office/Museum 
86 Cliff Railway
87 Castle
88 Cinema
89 Leisure Centre
90 Golf Club
91 Camau Bach Day Nursery
92 Yr Ysgol Gymraeg 
93 Ysgol Penweddig
94 St. Padarn’s School
95 Penglais School
96 Llwyn yr Eos School
97 Cwmpadarn School
98 Plascrug School
99 Territorial Army Centre
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31

Campus Maps

1 Reception/Enquiries, SY23 3FL
2 Aberystwyth Arts Centre, 
 SY23 3DE
 - Great Hall
 - Theatre
 - Visitors’ Car Park
3 Parry-Williams Building, SY23 3AJ
 - Theatre Film & Television Studies
 - Mercator
4 Hugh Owen Library, SY23 3DZ
 - Library (Information Services)
 - Computer Unit 
  (Information Services)
 Hugh Owen Building, SY23 3DY
 - Centre for Welsh Language
  Services
 - English & Creative Writing
 - Modern Languages
 - History & Welsh History
 - Welsh and Celtic Studies
 - A12 and A14 Lecture Theatres
5 Llandinam Building, SY23 3DB
 - Geography & Earth Sciences
 - Computer Science
 - International English Centre

6 Cledwyn Building, SY23 3DD
 - Academic Quality 
  and Records Office
 - Admissions
 - International Office
 - Communications, Marketing 
  & Public Affairs
7 Physical Sciences Building,  

SY23 3BZ
 - Mathematical & Physical Sciences
8 Edward Llwyd Building, 

SY23 3DA
 - Biological Sciences (IBERS)
9 Sports Centre, SY23 3AR
 - Sports Hall
 - Swimming Pool
 - All Weather Sports Pitch
10 Sports Cage
11 Design & Print Services, SY23 3UG
12 Students' Union, SY23 3DX
 - Careers Service
23 Carwyn James Building, SY23 3FD
 - Sport & Exercise Science
24 International Politics Building, 

SY23 3FE
25 Visualisation Centre, SY23 3BF
 - Vice Chancellor’s Office
 - Planning Office
 - Research, Business & Innovation

26 Student Welcome Centre,  
SY23 3FB

 - Student Support
 - Post Room
27 New IBERS Building
 - IBERS Rural Studies
28 Penglais Day Nursery
29 Student Wellness Centre, SY23 3DU
30 Penbryn 5, SY23 3UX
 - Education and Lifelong Learning
 - Psychology
 - Welsh for Adults

Halls and Residences
15 Penbryn Halls, SY23 3BY
 - Conference Office
 - Catering Office
 - ‘Nightline’
16 Cwrt Mawr Halls, SY23 3AN
17 Trefloyne Halls, SY23 3JJ
 - Rosser G
18 Rosser Halls, SY23 3LH
19 Pantycelyn Halls, SY23 3BK
20 Pentre Jane Morgan, SY23 3TE
 - Student Village
22 Lôn Hendre
 - Reception
36 Fferm Penglais
 - Accommodation Office 

Penglais Campus
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Llanbadarn Centre
31 Rheidol Building, SY23 3AL
 - Management & Business 

- Information Studies
32 Thomas Parry Library
33 Padarn Building  

- Blas Padarn

34 Equestrian Centre
35 Elystan Morgan Building,  

SY23 3AS
 - Law & Criminology
40 Coleg Ceredigion  Reception

159Visiting Aberystwyth
Aberystwyth University



Index of Courses 
Agriculture*(subject to approval) __________________ 59

Animal Science _________________________________ 55

Applied Translation ____________________________ 126

Archive Administration __________________________ 90

Art History _____________________________________ 50

Biosciences ____________________________________ 58

Climate Change and Human Rights _______________ 103 

Computer Science (Software Engineering) ___________ 64

Creative Writing ________________________________ 74

Critical International Politics ______________________ 97

Cyfryngau Creadigol Ymarferol ___________________ 139

Data Science*(subject to approval) _________________ 64

Democracy, Human Security and International Law __ 104 

Digital Curation ________________________________ 91

Digital Information Services_______________________ 91

Digital Marketing ______________________________ 115

Documentary Practice __________________________ 139

Eighteenth Century Britain _______________________ 85

Environmental Change, Impact and Adaptation ______ 79

Environmental Law and Human Rights _____________ 108 

Environmental Law and Management _____________ 108 

Environmental Monitoring and Analysis _____________ 79

Equine Science _________________________________ 55

Film Studies __________________________________ 140

Fine Art _______________________________________ 50

Fine Art and Art History __________________________ 51

Food and Water Security ___________________ 58, 80, 99

Glaciology _____________________________________ 79

Green Biotechnology and Innovation Management ___ 57

History and Heritage ____________________________ 87

History of Wales/Hanes Cymru ____________________ 87

Human Rights and Development _________________ 104 

Human Rights and Humanitarian Law _____________ 104

Industrial Biotechnology*(subject to approval) _______ 59 

Information and Library Studies ___________________ 92

Information Governance and Assurance _____________ 91

Information Management and Leadership ___________ 92

Information Technology Law _____________________ 105 

Intelligence and Strategic Studies __________________ 98

Intelligent Systems ______________________________ 65

International Archives, Records 

and Information Management __________________ 93

International Business Management _______________ 117

International Commercial and Environmental Law ___ 108 

International Commercial Law ____________________ 105 

International Commercial Law and Human Rights ____ 106 

International Commercial Law and the Environment __ 106 

International Finance ___________________________ 113

International Finance and Accounting _____________ 115 

International Finance and Banking ________________ 113

International Law and Criminology of Armed Conflict _ 106 

International Politics of the Internet ________________ 98

International Relations ___________________________ 97

Internet Commerce and Law _____________________ 107

Irish/Gwyddeleg _______________________________ 147

Landscape and Territory __________________________ 81

Law _________________________________________ 107 

Literary Studies _________________________________ 75

Literature and Creative Writing ____________________ 74

Livestock Science _______________________________ 56

Management and Digital Business ________________ 116

Management and Entrepreneurship _______________ 117

Management and Finance _______________________ 119

Management and Marketing _____________________ 119

Management and Project Management ____________ 119

Management and Tourism Management ___________ 116

Management of Library and Information Services _____ 93

Managing the Environment _______________________ 56

Marketing ____________________________________ 115

Media History __________________________________ 87

Medieval Britain and Europe ______________________ 85

Medieval Welsh Literature _______________________ 148

Modern British History ___________________________ 86

Modern European History ________________________ 86

Modern History_________________________________ 86

Politics, Media and Performance _______________ 99, 143

Postcolonial Politics _____________________________ 98

Practising Human Geography _____________________ 80

Practising Performance _________________________ 140

Regional and Environmental Policy _________________ 81

Remote Sensing and Geographical Information 

Systems (GIS) ________________________________ 81

Research Training ______________________________ 103 

Rights, Gender and International Law ______________ 108

River Systems Dynamics and Management __________ 80

Secondary PGCE ________________________________ 68

Security Studies ________________________________ 98

Statistics for Computational Biology _________ 58, 65, 123

Sustainable and Efficient Food Production ___________ 59 

Television Studies and Digital Culture ______________ 142

Tourism Marketing _____________________________ 116

Ysgrifennu Creadigol (Creative Writing) ____________ 148
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Terms and Conditions
All students will be required as a condition of enrolment 
to abide by, and to submit to the procedures of, the 
University’s Rules, Regulations and Information for 
Students. These are amended annually and circulated to 
all students. A copy of the current Rules, Regulations and 
Information for Students is available at www.aber.ac.uk/
en/regulations

The University will use all reasonable endeavours to deliver 
courses in accordance with the descriptions set out in 
this Prospectus. However, the University does not provide 
education to UK students on a commercial basis. It is also 
very largely dependent upon charitable and public funds 
which the University has to manage in a way which is 
efficient and cost-effective, in the context of the provision 
of a diverse range of courses to a large number of students. 
The University therefore reserves the right to make 
variations to the contents or methods of delivery of courses, 
to discontinue courses and to merge or combine courses, 
if such action is reasonably considered to be necessary by 
the University in the context of its wider purposes. If the 
University discontinues any course, it will use its reasonable 
endeavours to provide a suitable alternative course.

The University cannot accept responsibility, and expressly 
excludes liability, for damage to students’ property, transfer 
of computer viruses to students’ equipment, liability for 
breach of contract including cancellation of courses, 
lectures, laboratory sessions, workshops, field trips and 
similar activities. Any student who has outstanding fees 
shall not be awarded any degree, diploma, certificate or 
qualification from the University until the debt is cleared. 

Such students shall be prevented from re-enrolling at the 
Institution and from using any of the University’s facilities.

Intellectual Property Rights (IPR)
The University acknowledges the significance of 
Intellectual Property Rights (IPR). To achieve full 
commercial value from its exploitation IPR needs to be 
protected and managed. 

It is a condition of admission onto any postgraduate 
programme that the University’s policy on Intellectual 
Property Rights will apply. To view the full policy, please 
see: www.aber.ac.uk/en/hr/policy-and-procedure/au-
and-bu/intellectual-property

Complaints procedure
We hope you will find us a friendly and efficient 
organisation. However, if you have a complaint about any 
aspect of our admissions and recruitment service please 
contact:

Pro Vice Chancellor, Vice-Chancellor’s Office, Visualisation 
Centre, Penglais Campus, Aberystwyth, Ceredigion, 
SY23 3BF. The Pro Vice Chancellor will try to deal with 
your complaint within 5 working days. However, if this 
is not possible, we will contact you to explain what the 
difficulties are and when we can give you a full reply.

The information contained in this publication was correct at the 
time of going to print - June 2015

Designed and produced by the Design Studio, Aberystwyth 
University. 2015

Aberystwyth University is a registered charity. No 1145141.

www.aber.ac.uk/en/regulations
www.aber.ac.uk/en/regulations
http://www.aber.ac.uk/en/hr/policy-and-procedure/au-and-bu/intellectual-property
http://www.aber.ac.uk/en/hr/policy-and-procedure/au-and-bu/intellectual-property
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Aberystwyth University
Penglais Campus
Aberystwyth 
Ceredigion  SY23 3FB

Open Days

Saturday 12 September 2015   |   Saturday 17 October 2015
Saturday 7 November 2015

Register your place today www.aber.ac.uk/en/open-days

Virtual Open Day
Wednesday 25 November 2015

 University by the sea

 Guaranteed first year accommodation

 Safe and friendly place to study

 ESRC recognised Research Training Masters courses 
and Research Training Programme

 Excellence in research

 Member of South West and Wales doctoral training 
partnerships for AHRC studentships

 Aberystwyth – officially the UK’s Greatest Town 
Academy of Urbanism 2015 Award winner

 Vibrant, cosmopolitan community

   Facebook  |  facebook.com/AberystwythUniversityNewStudents

   Twitter  |  @AberUni

   YouTube  |  youtube.com/aberystwythuni

Telephone:  +44 (0)1970 622270
Email:  pg-admissions@aber.ac.uk

Postgraduate  
Prospectus 2016
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Over 140 years of excellence




