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Disclaimer
This prospectus is a guide for applicants for degree 
programmes who intend to enter SOAS in 2016, 
and it has been produced as early as possible for 
this purpose. Inevitably, the matters covered by 
the prospectus are subject to change from time to 
time, although every effort is made to ensure that 
information is accurate and up-to-date. If applicants 
require further information or confirmation of any 
matter, they should contact the Student Recruitment 
Office. SOAS reserves the right to alter or withdraw 
any degrees, courses or parts of courses. All offers 
of admission to pursue a programme of study as a 
registered student of the School are made by the 
Director of Student and Registry Services or his 
officially authorised deputy. No promise or purported 
offer made otherwise than in accordance with this 
regulation has any validity.
Issued January 2015



“ SOAS, University of London is the only 
higher education institution in Europe 
specialising in the study of Asia, Africa 
and the Near and Middle East. Our 
world-class research and teaching 
expertise equips you for a global 
economy and multicultural society. 

 
“It is an exciting time to be joining 
the SOAS community: in 2016 we will 
be celebrating 100 years of research 
and teaching excellence. It will also 
be the year we unify the entire SOAS 
estate as we move into the North 
Block of Senate House – one of 
London’s most iconic buildings which 
we are turning into a cutting edge 
facility for teaching and learning.
 
“SOAS is an exciting, involving and truly 
unique university. We look forward to 
welcoming you to our community.”

Paul Webley CBE 
Director

SOAS Undergraduate 2016 Entry 1 



Embrace colourful 
language 

Study one of more than 40 
non-European languages 
either as part of or alongside 
your degree - see page 22 to 
find out more.

Embrace colourful 
language 

Study one of more than 40 
non-European languages non-European languages 
either as part of or alongside 
your degree - see page 22 to 
find out more.

Explore cultural 
understanding 

In order to change the world, 
you need to understand it. 
Get a first-hand insight into 
di�erent cultural perspectives 
alongside students from 130 
countries, or by spending 
part of your studies abroad - 
discover more on page 24.

Think beyond borders 

Gain a degree that truly  
prepares you for a global 
economy and a multicultural 
world - discover the 350+ 
programmes we have on 
o�er from page 32.

Shape world a�airs 

Our students are encouraged 
to challenge conventional 
views and think globally - and 
that’s one of the reasons why 
they develop careers that 
make a real di�erence. Find 
out how SOAS can help you 
shape your future on page 20.

2 For more information go to www.soas.ac.uk
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SOAS scholars grapple with pressing 
issues - democracy, development, 
human rights, identity, legal systems, 
poverty, religion, social change – 
confronting two-thirds of humankind 
while at the same time acting as 
guardians of specialised knowledge 
in languages and periods and regions 
not available anywhere else in the UK.

At SOAS, you have the opportunity to study 
traditional disciplines with a special focus on 
geographical and geopolitical issues beyond 
the western world. A world-class institution for 
research and teaching, SOAS is ranked 6th in the 
UK for academic reputation (QS World University 
Rankings 2014). Our student-staff ratio (11:1) 
is one of the best in the UK, and our students 
register 88% satisfaction with the quality of 
their course (National Student Survey 2014).

A degree from SOAS prepares you for a career within 
a global economy and multicultural society. Study 
with us and develop the skills, perspectives and 
abilities that employers worldwide are looking for.

At SOAS, you have the 

opportunity to study 

traditional disciplines 

with a special focus 

on geographical 

and geopolitical 

issues beyond the 

western world. 

4 For more information go to www.soas.ac.uk
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In 2016 we are looking forward 
to celebrating our centenary year 
marking 100 years since SOAS 
received its Royal Charter in 1916.

It will be a moment in our long history to pause, 
reflect on and applaud the academic excellence and 
the contribution that SOAS academics and alumni 
have made to societies the world over. But it will also 
be a chance to look ahead with excitement to the 
SOAS generations to come as we establish ourselves 
in our new single campus setting in the heart of 
London’s university quarter in historic Russell Square.

We are planning a year of events and activities 
with our worldwide community to celebrate our 
achievements. These will focus on the themes 
of global voices, the heritage of humanity, 
global interactions, sharing a small planet, 
and global governance and diplomacy.

We are looking forward to wonderful centenary 
exhibitions of SOAS treasures and also to showcasing 
the extraordinary talents of our staff, students and 
alumni in a programme of events and lectures.

Keep up to date with our centenary plans 
at www.soas.ac.uk/centenary

The Senate House project

SOAS has recently acquired the North Block of the 
University of London Senate House. This iconic, 
Grade II listed building was designed in the 1930s 
to rival Oxford and Cambridge. It will be developed 
and brought to life by our diverse student body.

As SOAS embarks on its second century, it will 
offer state of the art research, teaching and 
student provision, all in one precinct. It will ensure 
the future of SOAS as a top flight university of 
which our alumni can remain truly proud.

Main picture:  
The proposed main atrium of the 
North Block, Senate House

Left and far left: 
SOAS Graduation 2014

SOAS Undergraduate 2016 Entry 7 
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Whether you are into art and 
architecture, music and dance, 
film and theatre or current affairs 
and finance, London has it all.

At SOAS, the capital’s rich intellectual, cultural 
and social life is on your doorstep, and you can 
choose from a huge range of attractions and 
opportunities that suit every taste and budget.

Being a student at SOAS — which means you are also 
a student at the University of London — gives you a 
chance to enjoy the finest cultural attractions on offer. 
SOAS is located between the City of London and the 
West End, and just around the corner from the British 
Museum, so students are only a short walk away from 
a wealth of galleries, theatres and museums, palaces, 
parks and squares, and restaurants and shops. London’s 
famous and familiar landmarks, such as the Elizabeth 
Tower (home to Big Ben), the Houses of Parliament, 
Buckingham Palace and Trafalgar Square, are all within 
easy reach. SOAS Students’ Union also makes the most 
of the opportunities that London has to offer: our sports 
teams train everywhere from Regent’s Park to Lord’s 
Indoor Cricket Academy, and our societies hold events 
and socials in many of the most famous restaurants, 
pubs and clubs in the world. The very nature of London 
– the political capital of the country – allows our 
students to make their voices heard in all capacities. 

Tradition with modernity, a strong history 
with a celebration of internationalism, and 
the opportunity to be at the heart of the 
action: London is the place to study.

 

Main picture: Central London at night
From left to right: Buddhapadipa 
Temple (Thai Temple) in 
Wimbledon; Kew Gardens

At SOAS, the capital’s rich 

intellectual, cultural and social 

life is on your doorstep, and you 

can choose from a huge range of 

attractions and opportunities that 

suit every taste and budget.

SOAS Undergraduate 2016 Entry 9 8 For more information go to www.soas.ac.uk
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Cost of living

Recently rated the sixth most cost-e�ective city to 
study in in the UK (NatWest Student Living Index 
2014), London caters for many di�erent budgets. 
Although the capital can be expensive, there are 
lots of options open to students. Most museums 
and galleries are free, and many cafes, restaurants 
and shops o�er discounts for students. 

Our very general estimate of living costs in London 
(based on University of London estimates) is £1,000 
per month. This excludes tuition fees but does include 
accommodation. It is possible to live on less, but 
around £250 a week ensures a reasonable standard 
of living. If you’re an overseas student coming to the 
UK for the first time, we also recommend budgeting 
a further amount to cover one-o� costs (for example, 
deposits, insurance, books, travel and warm clothing).

Working in London

In order to enjoy all that is on o�er, it helps to get 
a job. Jobs for students are always available in 
London, whatever the financial climate. Not only 
can working in London help to improve your CV, 
it is also an important way to take some time away 
from the books and gain some practical experience.

If you plan to take on a term-time job, it’s important 
to ensure that it does not a�ect your studies. All 
our undergraduate programmes are o�ered on a 
full-time basis only, and you must satisfy the work 
and attendance requirements for your programme 
of study. The UK government permits international 
students with leave to remain in the UK as a 
student (Tier 4) to work up to 20 hours per week 
(full-time in vacations). This generally applies only 
to students on courses of six months or more, 
although some students on shorter courses may 
also be given permission to work. For up-to-date 
information, please visit www.ukcisa.org.uk.

Main picture: Kew Gardens

Below: Big Ben and the 
Houses of Parliament

Bottom Right: A View of St Paul’s 
Cathedral from Millenium Bridge

Main picture: The Palace of 
Westminster is a UNESCO 
World Heritage Site

Right: The Millenium Bridge links 
Bankside with The City of London

Main picture: The British Museum

Far left: The British Library

Left: The Brunswick Centre
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The SOAS Library is one of the 
world’s most important academic 
libraries for the study of Asia, Africa 
and the Middle East, attracting 
scholars from around the globe. 

The Library:
•   holds in excess of 1.5 million items 

from all over the world

•  subscribes to some 4,000 print periodicals

•   provides access to over 30,000 electronic 
journals and 70+ research databases

•   houses a collection of more than 4,000 
items of music, poetry and drama

•   houses a collection of photographs and slides 
numbering close to 200,000 images

•   has one of the largest archives, 
manuscripts and special collections 
sections of any university in London

•   o�ers 900+ seats for readers, most of which have 
network coverage and many have dedicated PCs

•   provides computing, multimedia and printing 
services for all members of the School

•   has computers that support non-Roman script, 
and some have specialised language tools

•   helps all students to connect their 
own devices to the internet

•   provides special training sessions for all students 
in the use of electronic online resources.

Language laboratories

Dedicated language laboratories and two open-
access language resource rooms are available 
to language students, and a recording studio 
provides facilities for the production of audio 
and video. Students and sta� also have access to 
satellite television o�ering up to 80 channels.

1.5M+
items held in  
the Library

4,000
subscriptions  
to print  
periodicals

70+
research 
databases

Main picture: The SOAS Library 
is one of only five National 
Research Libraries in the UK

SOAS Undergraduate 2016 Entry 13 
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The Brunei Gallery at SOAS

The Brunei Gallery hosts a changing programme 
of contemporary and historical exhibitions from 
Africa, Asia and the Middle East. Its aims are to 
present and promote cultures from these regions 
and to be a student resource and public facility. 
With permanent rotating displays of the School’s 
own collections in the Foyle Special Collections 
Gallery and the Japanese Roof Garden, the gallery 
is a stimulating space on Museum Mile in London. 
It’s open Tuesday to Saturday and admission is free. 

www.soas.ac.uk/gallery

Main picture: The SOAS Yurt on 
display in the Brunei Gallery 

Left and bottom right:Exhibits 
and visitors for ‘The Everlasting 
Flame, Zoroastrianism in 
History and Imagination’

SOAS Undergraduate 2016 Entry 15 14 For more information go to www.soas.ac.uk
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Social life

SOAS is known around both the University of 
London and the wider community in Bloomsbury 
as a social hub. Our Junior Common Room is 
famous for its music scene, helped by the output 
of the much-acclaimed SOAS Radio, having 
played host to everyone from Manu Chao to 
Nirvana. Our bar has served for decades as the 
home of after-hours discussion, debate and 
other no less academically important activities. 

Of course, the whole of London is waiting to 
be explored. From Brixton’s cafés, to the art 
rooms in Hackney, from the restaurants on 
the route of the Notting Hill Carnival to the 
waterside pubs in Greenwich, SOAS students 
are known in every corner of the London 
community for their friendliness and diversity.

Main picture: Notting Hill Carnival

Left: Chinatown 

Far left: Greenwich Park

16 For more information go to www.soas.ac.uk SOAS Undergraduate 2016 Entry 17 
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Students’ Union: run by students, for students

As a SOAS student, you’ll become a member of the 
Students’ Union (SU), an integral part of the School’s 
vibrant student community. The SU represents 
SOAS students’ interests, supports them in their 
studies and promotes their general welfare.

The SOAS SU is one of the most politically active in 
the UK and has the largest proportional turnout in 
SU elections in the country. It is a member of the 
National Union of Students (NUS) and campaigns 
on local, national and international issues.

The SU has approximately 150 clubs and societies 
covering sport, political debate, cultural issues 
and everything in between. The SU wants to 
get you involved, and if your particular interest 
is not represented then it is very easy to set up 
your own society. For more information on SU 
sports and societies, visit www.soasunion.org

Student Central

As part of the University of London, SOAS students 
are also members of Student Central. Student 
Central gives you access to activities, sports, and 
societies spanning across the University of London 
community, made up of 18 self-governing Colleges 
and 10 other smaller specialist research Institutes.

Many of the social and sports activities offered 
by SOAS are either on site or provided by 
Student Central EnergyBase, which is just two 
minutes’ walk from Russell Square and has its 
own fitness centre and swimming pool.

Find out more at www.student-central.co.uk

Far left: The famous SOAS 
statue of Thiruvalluvar,Tamil 
Philosopher and Poet

Above: SOASians are famous 
for their debates

SOAS Undergraduate 2016 Entry 19 
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Careers service

SOAS graduates pursue careers in diverse 
fields around the world, including international 
development, diplomacy, banking and finance, 
the arts, world media, language services, the law, 
education and political research. The Careers 
Service promotes vacancies for graduate jobs, 
internships, part-time work and volunteering. 
We also o�er one-to-one advice for all students, 
CV checks and practice interviews. Other free 
resources for students include occupational profiles, 
information about job-hunting, funding, region or 
job-specific career options, postgraduate study 
and working abroad. We provide online aptitude 
tests, careers DVDs and student computers, for 
internet job-hunting or drafting your CV. 

Come to our graduate jobs fairs, international 
volunteering fairs, employer networking events or 
presentations, themed weeks, and workshops for 
early career researchers, taking place through the 
year. We also run the SOAS Volunteering Unit, which 
promotes opportunities and resources to students 
and sta�. Volunteers are recognised at the annual 
Volunteering England Gold awards ceremony. 

www.soas.ac.uk/careers

www.soas.ac.uk/volunteering 

“SOAS opened my eyes 
to the importance of 
variety – world politics, 
language and culture...”

“SOAS was an education 
in a hundred ways...”

“SOAS has challenged 
the way I think and this 
has spilled over into the 
work place...”

Sefryn Penrose  
BA History of Art/Archaeology

Senior Heritage Consultant.
“ SOAS was an education in a hundred ways… 
there are many approaches, nuances and 
subtleties to the historic environment, 
and as a consultant that is perhaps the 
most important thing to know...

“ The academic resource at SOAS is 
spectacular and generous - it is often 
through lecturers, tutors, teachers that you 
will meet the people and opportunities 
that will get you to where you want to be…
the world is a social place and knowing 
people is the best way to get to know it.”

Lingesh Thayala 
BSc Economics

Audit Associate, Ernst & Young, Malaysia
“ My SOAS experience has been nothing 
less than a great and memorable time. The 
opportunities in SOAS by getting involved with 
relevant societies should be taken as this builds 
character and character is what takes you 
forward in life. The diversity of people through 
conversations and points of view has been 
enriching as it has challenged the way I think 
and this has spilled over into the work place. 

“ A degree in Economics presents you 
with a wide range of options. Aim to do 
internships to find out what you want 
to do by your second year latest.”

Talyn Rahman-Figueroa  
BA Japanese and Management

Director and Diplomatic Consultant, 
Grassroot Diplomat
“ Since completing my diplomatic training at 
various global governmental institutions, I 
decided to create Grassroot Diplomat - a 
diplomatic consultation agency that aims 
to bridge the gap between civil society and 
political decision-makers. This is my perfect 
job as it provides opportunities to network 
with high-level o¨cials, travel the world, 
meet new people and produce result-
orientated projects that non-government 
organisations tend to overlook. It is about 
making your own success. Lead, not follow.”

“SOAS was an education 
in a hundred ways...”

“SOAS opened my eyes 
to the importance of 
variety – world politics, 
language and culture...”

“SOAS has challenged 
the way I think and this 
has spilled over into the 
work place...”

Student Enterprise

Interested in starting your own business, 
social enterprise or charity? 

SOAS Ventures – Student Enterprise Society is here 
to support students who are interested in setting 
up their own venture, whatever it may be. We hold 
weekly appointments to discuss your ideas, identify 
sources of funding, point you in the direction of 
other sources of information and groups you may 
want to get involved with. The Student Enterprise 
O¨ce is also here to support your aims. Working with 
the Careers Service and Students’ Union we o�er a 
range of workshops, events and competitions, sign-
post opportunities for funding and provide friendly 
advice to enable you to achieve your full potential.

20 For more information go to www.soas.ac.uk SOAS Undergraduate 2016 Entry 21 
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Near and Middle East

•  Arabic

•  Avestan 

•  Qur’anic Arabic 

•  Georgian 

•  Hebrew 

•  Persian 

•  Turkish 

•  Syriac 

South East Asia

•  Burmese 

•  Indonesian 

•  Khmer (Cambodian) 

•  Thai 

•  Vietnamese

Interested in studying a language? All 
SOAS students can learn a language 
as part of their studies with us. 

You can do this in one of three ways.

As the main focus of your degree
If you want to put learning a language at the 
heart of your studies, the Faculty of Languages & 
Cultures o�ers a wide range of degree programmes 
that combine language learning with studying 
the literatures and cultures of Africa, the Middle 
East, East Asia, South Asia and South East Asia.

As part of your degree
Nearly all SOAS degree programmes can 
include language learning as a credit-bearing 
part of the degree structure allowing you 
to complement your studies in other areas 
with an Asian or African language.

As part of a combined degree
You can combine all language programmes 
with another discipline; check the entries in this 
prospectus for possible combinations. Our language 
entitlement programme is also available to all 
SOAS undergraduates, regardless of department 
or subject area. You can register for one language 
course during your time with us for free, and 
we hope that you will consider doing so. 

Degree syllabus requirements vary across the  
School, but every syllabus does allow you to take 
at least two courses outside your department 
during your time at SOAS. You don’t need to 
have any qualification in, or experience of, 
language study to take language courses in this 
way. Simply visit the Languages and Cultures 
Faculty O¨ce at the beginning of the academic 
year and complete the relevant form.

If you’re not sure whether you have the aptitude 
for language learning, you can take either a one-
unit language course in one of the departments at 
the appropriate level, or a one-term non-credit-
bearing beginner’s course in the SOAS Language 
Centre, in addition to your four required courses. 
This course will not count towards your degree 
credits and classification, but you will receive 

Languages available to study include:

Life at SOAS

All our undergraduate students 

have the opportunity to study 

one of the languages of Africa, 

Asia or the Middle East for free.

a certificate of attendance and, if you submit 
coursework and take the exam, your marks. For 
further information, please see our website.

www.soas.ac.uk/admissions/languages

Language Centre

The SOAS Language Centre o�ers a wide range 
of weekday (daytime and evening) and Saturday 
daytime courses in more than 30 African, Asian 
and Middle Eastern languages. SOAS Language 
Centre teaching sta� are highly trained and 
experienced and are able to o�er language 
tuition in a variety of formats: term-long group 
courses, intensive group courses, summer 
school, and bespoke one-to-one courses.

Language Centre Diplomas/Certificates

In addition to scheduled and bespoke courses in 
a wide range of languages, the SOAS Language 
Centre o�ers accredited certificates and diplomas 
(full- and/or part-time) in three languages:

•  Modern Standard Arabic
•  Modern Chinese (Mandarin)
•  Modern Japanese
These diploma and certificate courses are 
designed to prepare students, including those 
with no previous knowledge of these languages, 
to work and live in Arabic, Chinese or Japanese 
speaking environments.Find out more about what 
the Language Centre can o�er you online.

www.soas.ac.uk/languagecentre

Africa

•  Amharic 

•  Hausa 

•  Somali 

•  Swahili 

•  Yoruba 

•  Zulu 

China and Inner Asia

•  Chinese 

•   Elementary Spoken 
Hokkien (Minnanyu, 
Taiwanese) 

•  Japan and Korea

•  Japanese 

•  Korean

South Asia

•  Bengali 

•  Hindi 

•  Nepali 

•  Gujarati 

•  Pali 

•  Punjabi 

•  Sanskrit 

•  Prakrit 

•  Sinhala 

•  Tamil 

•  Urdu

SOAS Undergraduate 2016 Entry 23 22 For more information go to www.soas.ac.uk
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Study overseas

More than forty per cent of our degree 
programmes o�er you the opportunity to 
spend a year studying a language in another 
country. You can find full information on the 
individual degree pages in this prospectus.

Learn beyond borders

Erasmus+ exchange programme

Erasmus+ is a European Commission exchange 
programme that enables students in 31 European 
countries to study for part of their degree in 
another country. SOAS currently has agreements 
with Institutions in France, Germany, Italy, the 
Netherlands, Norway, Portugal and Turkey.

For further information, visit:  
www.soas.ac.uk/erasmus

Study Abroad

Our Study Abroad and Exchange programme 
o�ers undergraduate and postgraduate students 
the opportunity to study at SOAS for either a 
semester or a year. You can transfer credit back 
to your home university so that the courses 
you select here form a part of your degree.

As a Study Abroad or Exchange student at SOAS, you 
are able to design your own unique programme of 
study. Whether you decide to focus on a particular 
region or concentrate on a specific discipline, you 
are free to choose courses from across each of 
our three Faculties and all of our Departments. 

The programme is open to students 
from any country and SOAS has recently 
welcomed study abroad students from 
the US, Canada, Korea and Europe.

Email: studyabroad@soas.ac.uk

Website: www.soas.ac.uk/studyabroad

Facebook: www.facebook.com/studyabroad.soas

Telephone: +44 (0) 20 7898 4125

Main picture top left:  
Waqaar Azeem Butt in Egypt during 
his year studying abroad with SOAS.
Left: The Ei�el Tower, Paris. You can 
study in France with Erasmus+
Top Right: Saudi Arabia 
by Aisa Martinez.

We currently have 
study partners in the 
following locations:

China, India, Indonesia, 
Israel, Japan, Jordan, 
Kenya, Myanmar, Nepal, 
Palestinian Territories, South 
Korea, Tanzania, Thailand, 
Turkey and Vietnam. 

Life at SOAS

Transform your study 

experience and personal 

development by spending part 
of your degree abroad.
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Coming to university can be challenging 
as well as exciting. SOAS provides 
many sources of support and advice 
on non-academic matters, ranging 
from finance and immigration to 
exam worries and homesickness. 

For full details go to  
www.soas.ac.uk/studentadviceandwellbeing

T: +44 (0) 20 7074 5015 
E: studentadviceandwellbeing@soas.ac.uk

Welfare and international student advice

The International Student and Welfare Advisor 
provides impartial and confidential advice on 
non-academic issues such as student finance, 
visas and immigration, welfare benefits, student 
housing, childcare and general personal issues.

E: welfare@soas.ac.uk

Counselling

Professionally trained counsellors provide 
confidential support to students facing 
problems of a personal or emotional nature.

T: +44 (0)20 7074 5016/7 
E: counsellors@soas.ac.uk

Mental health and wellbeing 

The Mental Health and Wellbeing Advisor offers 
professional confidential one-off meetings or 
ongoing support where students may be struggling 
to manage their wellbeing while at the School 
or where there may be ongoing mental health 
concerns that deserve attention and require well-
considered support. The Advisor can liaise both with 
internal departments and with external agencies 
depending upon need. Support meetings and 
workshops are also offered and in some instances 
a mentor can be provided for structured support.

T: +44 (0)20 7074 5013 
E: sk110@soas.ac.uk

Support for disabled students 

The Disability Office negotiates individual 
adjustments for disabled students to make the 
School accessible to them. These can include:

•   adjustments to exam arrangements 
and library services

•   arranging specialist support, such as learning 
support, mentoring and sessions with the 
Mental Health and Wellbeing Advisor

•   offering loan equipment (such as digital recorders 
and laptops with specialist software)

•   creating a learning support agreement which 
specifies any recommended adjustments so that 
academic and teaching staff are aware of them.

Almost all of the SOAS buildings are accessible for 
wheelchair users, and changes can be made to 
timetabling to ensure that all rooms are accessible 
where students are not able to use stepped access.
There is also some Braille and tactile signage.

The School has various forms of assistive technology 
for use by disabled students or students with 
specific learning difficulties such as dyslexia. These 
include some specialist software (Inspiration for 
mind mapping and visual planning, and TextHelp! 
to help with proofreading and correction) and 
workstations with additional facilities, including 
screen readers and ergonomically designed 
seats. Contact our Student Disability Advisors 
(contact details on left) for further advice.

Learning advice

Our Learning Advisors offer learning support and 
advice for students relating to specific learning 
differences (SpLDs). SpLDs include dyslexia, 
dyspraxia, AD(H)D and dyscalculia. They also 
provide advice and support regarding other 
disabilities or issues that can impact on learning, 
such as depression, anxiety and procrastination.

T: +44 (0) 20 7074 5065 
E: learningadvisors@soas.ac.uk 

Disability advice

The Student Disability Advisors offer 
information, advice and support.

T: +44 (0) 20 7074 5018  
E: disabilities@soas.ac.uk

Welcome Week Programme

With thousands of new students arriving each 
September, we organise a Welcome Week 
programme to help you settle in. It’s free, takes 
place before classes start, and provides a valuable 
introduction to academic and social life in London. 
We hold lots of activities to give you an overview 
of what SOAS expects from you and what you can 
expect from the School. In addition, special talks 
for disabled, mature and international students are 
offered, as well as information on important things 
like language entitlement courses, managing your 
money and health and wellbeing. Our team of 
student ambassadors will be on hand to offer advice 
and guidance and answer any queries you may have. 
Details for 2016 will be posted online at  
www.soas.ac.uk/welcome closer to 
the start of the academic year.

Life at SOAS
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Moving to a major city like London 
can be both exciting and daunting, 
especially if it’s your first time 
away from home. SOAS can help 
guide you through the process 
and find the right place to stay. 

All new undergraduates from outside of London 
are advised to apply for a place in a student 
residence, at least for the first year. Whilst we try to 
offer university accommodation to as many new 
students as possible, with around 940 bed spaces 
available each year, campus accommodation 
is not guaranteed for all new students.

Housing is allocated on a first-come, first-served 
basis and priority is given to new students who have 
a home address outside the London M25 area.

SOAS halls of residence

SOAS undergraduate students have exclusive access 
to Dinwiddy House, located on Pentonville Road, 
a 20-minute walk from Russell Square. Dinwiddy 
House is managed by Sanctuary Management 
Services, which accommodates 510 undergraduate 
and postgraduate students. The residence offers 
purpose-built, self-catering accommodation 
comprising individual study bedrooms with en-
suite facilities and a basic broadband service 
included in the accommodation fees. Between five 
and seven rooms are clustered around a shared 
kitchen/diner. Dinwiddy House also has some 
accessible rooms for students with disabilities.

Where possible, you will be offered a room in your first 
preference of either a single or mixed sex cluster flat.

If you are a Study Abroad or Exchange student whose 
course starts part-way through the academic year and 
wish to live in SOAS halls, you will also need to apply for 
housing at www.smsstudent.co.uk. Accommodation 
is allocated on a first come, first served basis.

Intercollegiate Halls

SOAS students are also entitled to apply for a 
place in one of the seven Intercollegiate Halls 
owned and maintained by the University of 
London (approximately 170 places are allocated 
to SOAS students). This gives you the invaluable 
opportunity of mixing with students from 
other colleges of the university. All provide 
catering, offering breakfast and evening meals 
on weekdays and all meals at weekends.

International and College Halls also have a 
number of accessible and adapted rooms, 
located close to the Russell Square campus.

W: halls.london.ac.uk
Main picture: SOAS halls of 
residence, Dinwiddy House. 
These halls have space for 
510 SOAS undergraduate and 
postgraduate students.
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University of London Housing Services 

If you prefer to live in privately rented 
accommodation, University of London Housing 
Services offers guidance to new students. Options 
include rooms in private homes, flat-shares, 
rooms with meals, flats and houses for groups 
of two or more students and couples, rooms for 
families, whole blocks of self-catering flats, lists of 
hotels, hostels and accommodation agencies.

W: housing.london.ac.uk

E: housing@lon.ac.uk

Independent halls

London also has a range of independent halls for 
undergraduate students in London, many of which 
are close to SOAS. If you would rather to live in 
female-only, male-only or in housing for people of 
a particular faith, there are various options available.

www.london-hostels.co.uk

www.studius.com

www.unite-students.com

www.ymca.org.uk

Accommodation for pre-sessional  
IFCELS course

Please note that if you are taking a pre-
sessional IFCELS course to improve your 
usage of English in an academic context then 
accommodation for the duration of this particular 
course is arranged separately from your main 
courses at SOAS. For further information 
please check: www.soas.ac.uk/ifcels

Main picture: St Paul’s Cathedral 
remains an iconic feature 
of the London skyline.
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A–Z of undergraduate degrees
and degrees by department

Degrees by Department 

Africa 36

Anthropology and Sociology 42

School of Arts 47

 History of Art and Archaeology 48

 Music 52

China and Inner Asia 56

Development Studies 64

Economics 70

Financial and Management Studies 76

History 82

Inter-Departmental Degree Programmes 86

Japan and Korea 92

School of Law 99

Linguistics 106

Near and Middle East 110

Politics and International Studies 122

South Asia  128

South East Asia 132

Study of Religions 141

Joint Degrees 145

Certificates and Diplomas 147

Single-subject degrees
BA African Language and Culture 38
BA African Studies 39
BA Ancient Near Eastern Studies 119
BA Arabic 112
BA Arabic and Islamic Studies 113
BA Chinese (Modern and Classical)  58
BA Chinese Studies 60
BSc Development Economics 74
BA Development Studies 66
BSc Economics  72
BA English 88
BA Global Cinema and Screen Arts 146
BA Global Liberal Arts (subject to approval) 90
BA Global Popular Music 54
BA Hebrew and Israeli Studies 114
BA History  84
BA History of Art (Asia, Africa and Europe)  49
BA History of Art (Asia, Africa) 49
BA History of Art/Archaeology 50
BSc International Management (China) 78
BSc International Management (China)  
(Year Abroad) 78
BSc International Management (Japan and Korea)  78
BSc International Management (Japan)  78
BSc International Management  
(Middle East and North Africa) 79
BSc International Management  
(Middle East and North Africa) (Year Abroad) 79
BA International Relations 125
BA Islamic Studies 115
BA Japanese 94
BA Japanese Studies 95
BA Korean 96
LLB Law 101
Senior Status LLB  103
BA Linguistics 108
BSc Management  80
BA Middle Eastern Studies 116
BA Music 53
BA Persian 117
BA Politics 124
BA Social Anthropology 44
BA South Asian Studies 130
BA South East Asian Studies 135
BA South East Asian Studies (year abroad) 135
BA Study of Religions 142
BA Turkish 118

Two-subject/combined degrees
BA African Studies and… 39
BA Arabic and… 112
BA Burmese and… 137
BA Chinese (Modern and Classical) and… 58
BA Development Studies and... 66
BA Economics and… 72
BA English and… (subject to approval)  88
BA… and French 145
BA… and Georgian 119
BA Geography and…  145
BA Hebrew and… 114
BA History and... 84
BA History of Art/Archaeology and… 50
BA Indonesian and… 138
BA International Relations and…  125
BA Japanese and… 94
BA Japanese Studies and… 95
BA Korean and… 96
BA Law and… 103
LLB English Law and… (subject to approval) 104
BA Linguistics and… 108
BA Middle Eastern Studies and… 116
BA Music and... 53
BA Persian and... 117
BA Politics and… 124
BA Social Anthropology and… 44
BA South Asian Studies and… 130
BA South East Asian Studies and... 135
BA Study of Religions and... 142
BA Swahili and… 40
BA Thai and… 139
BA Tibetan and... 62
BA Turkish and… 118
BA Vietnamese and… 140

Degree Programmes Degree Programmes
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SOAS offers more than 350 degree 
combinations in social sciences, arts,  
humanities and languages. The courses 
provide many options, based on your 
area of interest and your choice of 
a single-subject or a two-subject 
(combined) degree.

Degrees offered at SOAS are designed to provide 
students with the knowledge they need to understand 
the natures of other societies and cultures.

While studying for your degree, you will develop 
not only an in-depth knowledge of your chosen 
subject, but also your analytical and presentation 
skills. You will also be supported by a personal tutor, 
the faculty student support offices and the Academic 
Development Directorate. All undergraduate degrees 
are offered on a full-time basis only.

Degree structure
Degrees at SOAS are made up of course units. The 
range of units offered by SOAS is unique in the UK 
and there are few real equivalents abroad. Students 
take four units per year and must pass each year 
before proceeding to the next. Students also have 
the opportunity to take optional units (‘open options’) 
outside their main area of study — many students take 
advantage of this possibility to study an African, Asian 
or Middle Eastern language.

Degree programmes may be subject to change 
and new programmes may be added. We 
therefore recommend that applicants visit the 
SOAS website (www.soas.ac.uk/admissions) 
and check the relevant departmental web 
pages for the latest information.

Single-subject degrees
If you are a taking a single-subject BA or BSc degree, 
such as BA History or BSc Economics, you must 
take at least nine of your twelve course units in the 
subject of your degree. For the remaining three 
units, you may choose additional courses in your 
main subject or you may choose from a wide range 
of open options (one per year). These open options 
are courses in other subjects taught in the School, 
including a language. They count towards your degree 
in the same way as courses in your main subject but 
are subject to approval by your department.

Two-subject degrees
When applying for a two-subject (or combined) 
honours degree, students are required to identify  
their chosen subjects on their UCAS form. (Please note 
that in two-subject degrees, the order in which the 
subjects are listed is not significant — it does not imply 
that the first is the major subject and the second is 
the minor. The emphasis of the degree specialisation 
will be determined by the courses you select during 
your years of study. For joint programmes, the entry 
requirement is set at the level of the subject with the 
higher requirement).

Two-subject degrees give greater flexibility, enabling 
you to personalise your course of study to match your 
individual interests according to the units you choose 
to complete. A minimum number of compulsory 
courses must be completed in both your chosen 
subjects. The remaining units may be taken from one 
or both of your subjects or may be an open option.

More than 20 African, Asian and Middle Eastern 
languages can be studied as part of an undergraduate 
degree. Alternatively, up to three optional courses can 
be taken from an even wider range of languages as 
part of most undergraduate degrees. Competence 
in any of these languages not only opens up new 
perspectives, but will also raise your profile in the 
employment marketplace. With India now the world’s 
second-fastest growing emerging economy after 
China, studying Economics and South Asian Studies 
(which can include the study of Hindi), for example, 
can really give you the edge. Similarly, if you want to 
pursue a career in development aid in Africa, why not 
take advantage of SOAS’s unique combinations, such  
as Development Studies with Swahili or African Studies?

Choose from over 
350 degrees
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Department of the Languages and Cultures of 

Africa

Applicant/Place Ratio 
4:1

Number of Staff
8 academic, 9 teaching and scholarship, 
fractional teachers

RAE
Please note, the REF 2014 results were being 
published as this prospectus went to print. 
Please see our website for further information 
www.soas.ac.uk/ref2014/

Degrees
BA African Language and Culture 
BA African Studies 
BA African Studies and… 
BA Swahili and…

More Information
www.soas.ac.uk/africa

The Department of the Languages 
and Cultures of Africa houses a large 
concentration of scholars researching 
and teaching African languages, 
literature and film of sub-Saharan Africa. 
This collective expertise gives SOAS a 
world-class capacity for teaching and 
research in the area.

Degree programmes are intended to advance the 
knowledge and understanding of African societies 
through the systematic study of their languages  
and cultures. Six languages are regularly o¢ered  
at undergraduate level: Amharic, Hausa, Somali, 
Swahili, Yorùbá and Zulu. 

Amharic
The o¦cial language of Ethiopia is spoken by around 
15 million people as their mother tongue and by many 
more as their second language. The 20th century has 
seen the body of work written in Amharic become  
one of the most prolific vernacular literatures in sub-
Saharan Africa.

Hausa
Hausa is one of the principal languages of Nigeria  
and Niger and is the first language of an estimated  
30+ million people (more than any other sub-
Saharan African language). It is also spoken by 
diaspora communities of traders, Muslim scholars  
and immigrants in urban areas of West Africa, 
including southern Nigeria, Benin, Burkina Faso, 
Cameroon, northern Ghana, Togo and Senegal.

Somali
Somali is a Cushitic language spoken throughout  
the eastern Horn of Africa (Somalia, Ethiopia, Djibouti  
and Kenya). The Somali people are Muslims and  
have a thriving culture of poetry that has influenced 
drama and written literature. There are now large 
diaspora communities in parts of western Europe  
and North America.

Swahili
Swahili is spoken as a mother tongue on the east 
coast of Africa from the southern part of Somalia  
to the northern areas of Mozambique, including  
the islands of Lamu, Pemba, Zanzibar, Mafia and  
the Comoros. Swahili has a long literary tradition, 
written in earlier centuries in the Arabic script.

Yorùbá
Yorùbá is one of the principal languages of Nigeria and 
is also spoken in Benin, Togo, Sierra Leone and Côte 
d’Ivoire as well as in settled emigrant communities in 
Ghana and Senegal. It is the first language of more 
than 20 million people in Africa and the root of the 
religion and identity of millions more in the Yorùbá 
diaspora of Brazil, Trinidad, Cuba, western Europe 
and North America.

Zulu
Zulu is one of the 12 o¦cial languages of South 
Africa, with about 10 million speakers. It is spoken 
mainly in KwaZulu-Natal, but it is also widely used  
in Johannesburg and the Gauteng Province, one of  
the most densely populated industrial areas in Africa. 

Photography: Africa by Ines Perez
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Clare Amaladoss
BA Swahili and Development Studies

" I study with students from all over the world 
and it’s refreshing to hear their ideas. There 
isn’t such a thing as a typical SOAS student 
– because we’re such a varied bunch! – but 
I think we all share a desire to understand 
the world around us and proactively work to 
change it for the better. 

" I think the teaching here is second to none 
and the School is also world-renowned with 
unrivalled opportunities to progress. As for 
example, I was chosen to deliver an academic 
paper at an international Swahili conference in 
Germany. It was wonderful to present my ideas 
alongside experts in the field and it was brilliant 
to represent SOAS and get some sense of the 
prestige the university has all over the world."

" London has got to be one of the best places in 
the world. There’s an endless supply of exciting 
things to do. Plus, helpful for students, there 
are so many brilliant things to do for free in 
London! I was initially wary of moving here, but 
now I can’t imagine living anywhere else."



BA African Studies is a three-year degree combining 
the introductory study of an African language 
(Amharic, Hausa, Somali, Swahili, Yorùbá or Zulu) with 
a range of course units on culture. It may be taken 
as a single-subject or a two-subject degree; other 
courses may be taken as open options from the range 
of available courses in the School focusing on Africa.

Single-subject and two-subject degree students take 
one major language along with other courses focusing 
on the cultures of sub-Saharan Africa (literature, music, 
art, film and religion). 

Structure

BA African Studies
The structure of the BA African Studies single-subject 
degree is as follows. (All students take four course units 
in each year; List A courses are given on page 46).

BA African Studies

BA African Studies and…

UCAS Codes
For single-subject degree: T500 BA/AfSt 
For two-subject degree codes: see page 172

Duration
3 years

May Be Combined With
Development Studies, Economics, Geography*, 
History, History of Art/Archaeology, International 
Relations, Law, Linguistics, Music, Politics, Social 
Anthropology, South Asian Studies, Study  
of Religions 

* Taught at King’s College London

Minimum Entry Requirements
See note page 159

A-Levels: AAB (from 3 A-levels excluding 
General Studies)

IB: 35 points with 6/6/5 at Higher level 

Applicants with non-standard qualifications 
may be invited for interview.

Year 1
•  Language course unit
•  Language in Africa
•  Culture in Africa
•  Year 1 open option

Year 2
•   Language course unit  

(this is normally the intermediate-level course  
of the language begun in Year 1)

•  Course unit from List A
•  Course unit from List A
•  Course unit from List A or an open option

Year 3
•  Perspectives on African Experience
•  Advanced language course or course from List A
•  Course unit from List A
•  Course unit from List A or an open option

BA African Studies and... 
The structure of the BA African Studies and… joint 
degree is as follows. (All students take four course 
units in each year; List A courses are given below.)

Year 1
•  Language course unit
•  Language in Africa or Culture in Africa
•  Other subject course unit
•  Other subject course unit

Year 2
•   Language course unit  

(this is normally the intermediate-level course of the 
language begun in Year 1)

•  Course unit from List A
•   Other subject course unit or course unit from List A  

(if this fits in with the curriculum of the joint degree)
•  Other subject course unit

Year 3
•  Language course unit or course unit from List A
•  Course unit from List A
•   Other subject course unit or course unit from List A  

(if this fits in with the curriculum of the joint degree)
•  Other subject course unit

Photography: Africa by Luke Harman

BA African Language  
and Culture

UCAS Code
T508 BA/ALC

Duration
4 years

Minimum Entry Requirements
See note page 159

A-Levels: AAB (from 3 A-levels excluding 
General Studies)

IB: 35 points with 6/6/5 at Higher level 

No preliminary knowledge of the subject or 
the language is required, although we do look 
for ability to learn a language (for example, 
language at A-level or equivalent). Applicants 
with non-standard qualifications may be invited 
for interview.

BA African Language and Culture is a single-subject, 
four-year degree combining the study to degree 
level of Swahili with the study of aspects of culture in 
Africa. Students of Swahili spend two terms of Year 3 
in Zanzibar and Kenya. 

Structure
All students take four course units in each year, and the 
structure of the degree is as follows (List A courses are 
given on page 46).

Year 1
•  Swahili I 
•  Culture in Africa
•  Language in Africa
•  Year 1 open option

Year 2
•  Swahili II A 
•  Swahili II B 
•  Course unit from List A
•  Course unit from List A or an open option

Year 3 
This year is normally taken abroad, with courses 
taken in the institutions attended in East Africa.

Year 4
•  Course unit in Swahili
•  Course unit from List A
•  Course unit from List A
•  Course unit from List A or an open option

Languages and Cultures of Africa Degree ProgrammesDegree Programmes Languages and Cultures of Africa 
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Graduate destinations
With a degree in African Language and Culture 
from SOAS you will have the skills required 
to work within government, international 
organisations, finance, business, management, 
media, culture and education where an 
understanding of language and society within an 
intercultural context is needed.

Detailed subject knowledge, developed through 
a combination of the study of language, 
literature and culture which can for example 
include literature, film, music, art and religion 
of various parts of Africa, will further equip 
you with a set of transferable skills, including: 
analytical and critical skills; ability to gather, 
assess and interpret data; a high level of cultural 
awareness; written and oral communication 
skills, problem-solving skills, and the ability to 
research, amass and order information from a 
variety of sources. 

Graduates have gone on to work for a range of 
organisations including: 

•  Amnesty International
•  Barclays Global Investors
•  Basler Afrika Bibliographien
•  BBC Radio 4
•  Christian Aid
•  Dragon Tiger
•  Financial Times
•  Kensington and Chelsea College
•  Loughborough University
•  MDS Transportation Consultants
•  National Cohesion and  

Integration Commission
•  Norman Carr Safaris
•  Oxfam
•  Save the Children
•  The Africa Report
•  World Challenge

List A
All courses are full units apart from those marked as 
half-unit courses, and the years in which the courses 
can be taken are given.

•   Contemporary African Literature (Year 2)

•    History in African and Caribbean Literature  
(Years 3 and 4)

•   African Language Literatures (Oral and Written)  
 (Years 2, 3 and 4)

•   Representations and Transformations: South  
African Drama and Film (Years 2, 3 and 4)

•   The Structure of Bantu Languages (Years 2, 3 and 4)

•   Perspectives on African Experience (Years 3 and 4)

•  Religion in Africa (Years 2, 3 and 4)

•   Pentecostalism in Africa: Past and Present 
(Department of the Study of Religions) (half-unit) 
(Years 2, 3 and 4)

•   Atlantic Africa: (P)Layers of Mediation in  
African Popular Music (Department of Music)  
(Years 2, 3 and 4)

•   World of Cuban Music (Department of Music)  
(half-unit) (Years 2, 3 and 4)

•   Music in the Mande Cultural World  
(Department of Music) (Years 2, 3 and 4)

•   African Art I: Context and Representation 
(Department of Art and Archaeology)  
(Years 2, 3 and 4)

•   African Art II: West Africa and the Atlantic  
World; History, Historiography and the Visual  
Arts (Department of Art and Archaeology)  
(Years 2, 3 and 4)

•   African Art III: The Art and Architecture of North 
Eastern Africa (Department of Art and Archaeology) 
(Years 2, 3 and 4)

All African language courses (Amharic, Hausa, Somali, 
Swahili, Yorùbá and Zulu) are also considered part of 
List A (see the website for details of these courses: 
www.soas.ac.uk/africa).

Please note that not all List A courses will be available in 
any one year but they should normally all be available 
to take during a student’s time at SOAS. The list is also 
subject to change.

BA Swahili is a four-year, two-subject degree, 
involving at least two terms abroad in Tanzania 
and/or Kenya.

Structure
Students take a minimum of seven units in Swahili 
over the four years.

Year 1
•  Swahili I
•  Language in Africa
•  Other subject course unit
•  Other subject course unit

Year 2
•  Swahili IIA
•  Swahili IIB
•  Other subject course unit
•  Other subject course unit

Year 3
•  Year abroad

Year 4
•  Swahili course unit
•  Course unit from List A (see page 46)
•  Other subject course unit
•  Other subject course unit

BA Swahili and…

UCAS Codes
See page 172

Duration
4 years

May Be Combined With
Development Studies, Economics, French**, 
Geography*, History, History of Art/Archaeology, 
International Relations, Law, Linguistics, Music, 
Politics, Social Anthropology, Study of Religions 

* Taught at King’s College London 

**  Taught at University College London;  

apply to UCL for this degree

Minimum Entry Requirements
See note page 159

A-Levels: AAB (from 3 A-levels excluding 
General Studies)

IB: 35 points with 6/6/5 at Higher level

No preliminary knowledge of the subject or 
the language is required, although we do look 
for ability to learn a language (for example, 
language at A-level or equivalent). Applicants 
with non-standard qualifications may be invited 
for interview.

Languages and Cultures of Africa Degree ProgrammesDegree Programmes Languages and Cultures of Africa 
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Department of 

Anthropology and Sociology

Applicant/Place Ratio 
5:1

Number of Staff
17 academic, 19 teaching and scholarship,  
11 teaching and scholarship (fractional)

RAE
Please note, the REF 2014 results were being 
published as this prospectus went to print. 
Please see our website for further information 
www.soas.ac.uk/ref2014/

Degrees
BA Social Anthropology 
BA Social Anthropology and...

More Information
www.soas.ac.uk/anthropology

The Department of Anthropology  
and Sociology at SOAS is one of the 
largest departments of anthropology  
in the country. What makes it special  
is that it o�ers a first-class grounding  
in contemporary anthropology and 
social theory, along with intensive  
study of any one of seven major regions 
of Africa or Asia.

Social anthropology is a discipline that bridges the  
gap between the humanities and the social sciences.  
It draws on and is in conversation with philosophy, 
history, study of religions and literature on the one  
side, and sociology and politics on the other. It can  
also make contributions to and critiques of all areas  
of development.

Social anthropology moves between the study 
of a particular culture, achieved through the 
anthropologist’s person-to-person contact with 
its members, and the search for a more general 
understanding of what it is to be human in the world 
today. While anthropological classics like Malinowski’s 
Argonauts of the Western Pacific studied small-scale 
or ‘face-to-face’ societies, anthropologists today are 
as likely to do their research in cities as in villages, 
and to relate their local studies to national societies, 
global media, international conflicts and global social 
movements of ideas and of people. It is the method 
that defines anthropology as much as anything.

Anthropology also meets cultural and media studies 
in o¢ering tools for analysis of the highly mediated 
environments that now make up everyday life in most 
social contexts. As cable TV and dubbed Hollywood 
movies become ubiquitous, anthropology o¢ers 
interesting ways of thinking through issues such  
as ‘cultural authenticity’ and what is ‘traditional’. 

At SOAS we aim to strike a balance between 
ethnography and theory. Ethnography is anthropology’s 
special method, the detailed description and analysis of 
life in another culture or community — not understood 
in objective terms, but in the sense of working to 
convey a sense of what it means to belong to it. Theory 
concerns both the general presuppositions of such  
a study, and our understanding and questioning about 

human nature and social relations. A special feature  
of SOAS anthropology is that each year the core 
course introduces students to theory, allowing them 
by Year 3 to take our ‘showcase’ theory course, which 
is regularly updated to immerse students in cutting-
edge contemporary debates and perspectives. 

Another special feature of anthropology at SOAS is 
that we teach both British social anthropology and 
North American cultural anthropology, along with 
our interest in allowing students to experience wider 
currents of theory, such as transnational feminism, 
continental critical theory, and so on. We aim to make 
our degree into an introduction to diversity as richly 
textured as the world we live in and study. 

All members of the Department are active and often 
world-class researchers and teachers, as a scroll 
through sta¢ webpages will confirm. But sta¢ are all  
also highly committed teachers who enjoy working 
within the SOAS frame of small group teaching 
methods, a personal tutor system and a high degree  
of course convenor involvement with students. 

Students engage with anthropology in small classes, in 
group lectures and seminars, via discussion in tutorials, 
by undertaking extensive reading, and writing essays or 
undertaking specific projects. Course convenors o¢er 
reading packs for selected core courses, and also o¢er 
extra resources such as video clips, student-led wikis  
or short notes, via an intranet learning platform.

Degree Programmes Arts and Humanities

SOAS Undergraduate 2016 Entry 43 42 For more information go to www.soas.ac.uk

Selja Ryoppy 
BA Social Anthropology and  
Development Studies

“ I am a 22-year old Finnish student, 
who came to London to search for 
new experiences and learn about the 
world from a di¢erent point of view.

" I have always had a great interest in 
cultures and how people from di¢erent 
countries vary from one another. The 
best thing about studying Anthropology 
is that it makes you look at things from 
a di¢erent perspective – things that you 
consider ‘normal’ are not necessarily so.

" SOAS is multicultural, tolerant and unique 
– there is no other place like it. SOAS is 
for those who want to change the world, 
for those who want to reach further and 
achieve more. I am currently raising money 
for kids in Nepal and for a chance to climb 
to the base-camp of Mount Everest!”



BA Social Anthropology teaches theory and 
ethnography — a product of the methods of  
social anthropological investigation (emphasising 
the detailed study of multiple, interwoven areas 
of social life through long-term participant 
observation (fieldwork), interviewing and the 
analysis of documents, and by learning the 
language(s) of those being studied). Students have  
a great deal of scope to tailor their programme of 
study according to their own interests, both by 
region and by thematic speciality.

BA Social Anthropology may be taken as a single-
subject (three-year) or a two-subject (three- or  
four-year) degree. The four-year degree applies  
to those who have to spend one year abroad as  
a requirement of their language course.

The courses and options offered represent the 
varied interests of the academic staff and their 
concerns. Courses often tie into SOAS regional or 
thematic centres for research, such as the Gender 
Studies Centre, the Food Centre and the Migration 
and Diaspora Studies Centre. These courses may 
be combined with other subjects providing a 
complementary emphasis. There is also scope for 
taking option courses from outside anthropology. 

BA Social Anthropology

BA Social Anthropology and…

UCAS Codes
For single-subject degree: L600 BA/SA 
For two-subject degree codes: see page 172

Duration
3 or 4 years

May Be Combined With
African Studies, Arabic+, Burmese++, Chinese+, 
Development Studies, Economics, Geography*, 
Georgian, Hebrew+, History, History of Art/
Archaeology, Indonesian++, International 
Relations, Japanese+, Japanese Studies, Korean+, 
Law, Linguistics, Middle Eastern Studies, Music, 
Persian, Politics, South Asian Studies++, South 
East Asian Studies, Study of Religions, Swahili+, 
Thai++, Tibetan++, Turkish+, Vietnamese++ 

+ 4-year degree with (compulsory) 1 year abroad
++  3- or 4-year degree with option of 1 year abroad 

* Taught at King’s College London 

Minimum Entry Requirements
See note page 159

A-Levels: AAA - AAB (from 3 A-levels excluding 
General Studies)

IB: 37 - 35 points with 6/6/6/ - 6/6/5 at  
Higher level

Mature students may be considered on the basis 
of alternative qualifications and experience. 
We do not require applicants to have particular 
disciplinary specialisation or an interest in 
development-related issues or cultural studies.

More Information
www.soas.ac.uk/anthropology/programmes

Photography: Klapsa Klopsa Carnival, Cape town, South Africa by Sami Fortune Winton

Structure
www.soas.ac.uk/anthropology/ 
programmes/basocanth

The typical programme structure for the single-
subject degree BA Social Anthropology includes  
the following courses:

Year 1
Single-subject students usually take three compulsory 
introductory units and an open option:

•  Introduction to Social Anthropology
•  Voice and Place
•  Social Theory
•  One approved unit in a language or other discipline

Year 2 
Single-subject students take two compulsory  
units and two full or four half-units from a list of 
available options, or may decide to take an open 
option course. The courses in this year are more 
advanced theoretically and offer a wide choice  
of ethnographies:

•  Theory in Anthropology (1 unit)
•  One of the following ethnography courses (1 unit):
 – Ethnography of a selected region: China
 – Ethnography of a selected region: Japan
 – Ethnography of a selected region: South Asia
 –  Ethnography of a selected region: South East Asia
 –  Ethnography of a selected region: Near and  

Middle East
 – Ethnography of a selected region: East Africa
 – Ethnography of a selected region: West Africa

Year 3
The theoretical courses in this year are yet more 
advanced and offer a wide range of themes. Single-
subject students take Contemporary Trends in  
the Study of Society, plus two and a half units of 
optional courses, or one and a half units and an 
open option course. 

•   Contemporary Trends in the Study of Society  
(one and a half units)

•   One and a half units (in total) from the Year 3 
optional units list

•   Either: one further unit (or two half-units) from 
Year 3 optional units list, or one approved unit  
in a language or other discipline

Graduate destinations
With a degree from the Department of 
Anthropology and Sociology you will have the 
skills required to work within information and 
technology, government service, teaching 
or work in the media and tourism where an 
understanding of the world, other peoples’ ways 
of life and how society is organised is needed. 

Detailed subject knowledge, which will vary 
according to the regional and theoretical focus 
of your degree, will further equip you with a set 
of specific skills, including: analytical and critical 
skills; ability to gather, assess and interpret data; a 
high level of cultural awareness; and the ability to 
solve problems. 

Graduates of the Department have gone into a 
range of careers, including: 

•  City Academy: Teaching assistant 
•  University of Cambridge: Technical adviser 
•  KIDS: Youth worker 
•  Esperanta Medical Foundation: Researcher 
•  Brent Council: Youth Support Worker 
•  St Mungo’s: Project Worker 
•  Parliamentary Researchers 
•  Merton Council: Learning Support Assistant 
•  International Development NGOs 
Many of our graduates go on to postgraduate 
study at Master's and doctoral level, in areas  
such as Arabic and Middle Eastern Studies,  
Social Anthropology, Journalism and the  
social sciences.
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Photography: Vakil 
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Department of the 

History of Art and Archaeology

The Department of the History of Art 
and Archaeology is a leading centre for 
the study of the art and archaeology  
of Asia, Africa and the Middle East. 
It has been repeatedly placed in the 
top ranks in The Guardian and the 
Times Higher Education league tables. 
Along with the wealth of collections 
in London’s museums and galleries, 
students have the unique benefit of the 
School’s own Brunei Gallery, dedicated 
to displaying the arts of Asia, Africa  
and the Middle East.

Applicant/Place Ratio 
4:1

Number of Staff 
11 academic, 14 teaching and scholarship  
15 teaching and scholarship (fractional)

RAE
Please note, the REF 2014 results were being 
published as this prospectus went to print. 
Please see our website for further information.
www.soas.ac.uk/ref2014/

Degrees
BA History of Art (Asia, Africa) 
BA History of Art (Asia, Africa and Europe) 
BA History of Art/Archaeology 
BA History of Art/Archaeology and...

BA History of Art o�ers two routes through the degree 
programme: students can choose a degree that 
focuses entirely on Asia and Africa (V350), or one that 
includes the study of Western art, with those units 
taught in the History of Art Department at University 
College London (UCL). However, applicants should 
note that the latter stream is restricted to a limited 
number of students and is highly competitive.

BA History of Art may only be taken as a single-subject 
degree. Applicants who wish to combine the study of 
Asian and African art with another subject should refer 
to the VV43 History of Art/Archaeology programme.

Structure

BA History of Art (Asia, Africa) 
The course structure for BA History of Art (Asia, 
Africa) is as follows:

BA History of Art (Asia, Africa)

BA History of Art (Asia, Africa 
and Europe) 

UCAS Codes
V350 BA/HAr or V351 BA/HArAAE (with Europe 
pathway; single-subject only)

Duration
3 years

Minimum Entry Requirements
See note page 159 

A-Levels: ABB (for V350 and V351, with  
Europe pathway) (from 3 A-levels excluding 
General Studies)

IB: 33 points with 5/5/5 at Higher level  
(for V350 and V351, with Europe pathway)

Mature students may be considered on the basis 
of alternative qualifications and experience.

Year 1
Students are expected to take survey courses 
relating to Asia and Africa, plus a separate course on 
theory and method that aims to familiarise students 
with the particular problems that scholars have faced 
in their studies, and to accustom them to working 
with appropriate conceptual apparatuses. They are 
also expected to take an open option course in 
another department.

Year 2
Students choose courses of their interest, building 
towards a specialised knowledge of their chosen 
subject/region. They may choose three relevant 
courses plus one open option course, or four 
courses from the Department.

Year 3
Students choose courses that build upon those 
of Year 2. A variety of course combinations is 
possible: students may take two relevant courses 
plus one open option, or three relevant courses 
from the Department, and normally undertake an 
independent study project (an extended essay or 
project on a topic of their choice).

BA History of Art (Asia, Africa and Europe) 
The outline course structure for BA History of Art 
(Asia, Africa and Europe) is as follows:

Year 1
Two SOAS units from:

•  Introduction to the Art and Archaeology of Africa
•   Introduction to the Art and Archaeology of the  

Near and Middle East
•  Introduction to the Art and Archaeology of East Asia
•   Introduction to the Art and Archaeology of South 

and South East Asia 
•  plus two UCL units

Year 2
At least one and a half SOAS units, which may include 
one open option course, and at least one and a half 
UCL units.

Year 3
At least one SOAS unit, normally including an 
independent study project. May include one open 
option course, and at least one UCL unit.
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BA History of Art/Archaeology

BA History of Art/Archaeology 
and…

UCAS Codes
For single-subject degree: VV43 BA/HArAg 
For two-subject degree codes: see page 172 

Duration
3 or 4 years

May Be Combined With
African Studies, Arabic+, Burmese++, Chinese+, 
Geography*, Georgian, Hebrew+, History, 
Indonesian++, Japanese+, Japanese Studies, 
Korean+, Law, Linguistics, Middle Eastern 
Studies, Music, Persian, Social Anthropology, 
South Asian Studies++, South East Asian Studies, 
Study of Religions, Swahili+, Thai++, Tibetan++, 
Turkish+, Vietnamese++

+ 4-year degree with (compulsory) 1 year abroad 
++ 3- or 4-year degree with option of 1 year abroad

* Taught at King’s College London

Minimum Entry Requirements
See note page 159

A-Levels: ABB (from 3 A-levels excluding 
General Studies)

IB: 33 points with 5/5/5 at Higher level

Mature students will be considered on the basis 
of alternative qualifications and experience.

Students may enrol for BA History of Art/Archaeology 
as a single-subject or a two-subject degree course. 
Applicants are not required to have any prior 
knowledge of the subject.

BA History of Art/Archaeology provides instruction  
and promotes knowledge in the visual arts, architecture 
and material culture of Asia and Africa. This degree 
enables students to include the specialised study of 
the archaeology of Asia and Africa — units that may be 

taken either at SOAS or at the Institute of Archaeology, 
University College London. Students taking this BA must 
select a set number of courses designated in the course 
brochure as having an archaeology component. Such 
courses cover areas of Africa, the Near and Middle East, 
South Asia, South East Asia and East Asia. 

Structure

BA History of Art/Archaeology
The structure and contents of the BA History of Art/
Archaeology courses reflect the importance given 
to conceptual and methodological clarity, and to the 
independent interests of students. Particular importance 
is given to the training of student’s visual memory 
through the study of visual images.

One purpose of the introductory year is to provide 
a basis for the student's selection of courses in the 
second and third years. In the first year, students 
must take three compulsory first year Art and 
Archaeology course units, including four half-unit 
courses introducing the arts of Asia and Africa, and a 
core course unit introducing theoretical issues about 
how and why art and archaeology are studied and 
discussed. In addition, students must take a fourth 
‘open option’ course unit in another department.

In the first year, students are normally required to take 
courses to the value of four course units as follows:

•  Introduction to the Art and Archaeology of Africa
•   Introduction to the Art and Archaeology of the 

Near and Middle East
•   Introduction to the Art and Archaeology of South 

and South East Asia
•   Introduction to the Art and Archaeology of East Asia
•   Theory and Method in the study of Asian and 

African art
•   A fourth ‘open option’ course unit (students are 

required to choose a fourth course unit from 
another department).

Further details of all courses can be found at  
www.soas.ac.uk/art/programmes/bahistartarch.

BA History of Art/Archaeology and…
The course structure for the BA History of Art/
Archaeology and... is as follows:

Year 1 
Two-subject students are expected to take two survey 
courses (half-units), along with the course on theory 
and method and two courses from their other subject:

•   Theory and Method in the Study of Asian and 
African Art

•   Two of the following: 
– Introduction to the Art and Archaeology of Africa 
–  Introduction to the Art and Archaeology of the 

Near and Middle East
 –  Introduction to the Art and Archaeology  

of South and South East Asia
 –  Introduction to the Art and Archaeology  

of East Asia
•  Two courses from other subject

Year 2
Students can pursue courses on their interest, building 
towards a cumulative knowledge of their chosen 
subject or region. Two-subject degree students take 
four units in total, of which two must be from this 
Department:

•  Two Art/Archaeology option units
•  Two units from other subject

Year 3 
The choice of courses is presumed to build upon 
those of Year 2. A variety of course combinations is 
possible: two-subject degree students normally take 
one unit from the Department’s option courses along 
with the independent study project:

•  One Art/Archaeology option unit
•  Independent study project
•  Two courses from other subject

Graduate destinations
With a degree in Art and Archaeology you will 
have the skills required to work within art and 
creative sector; such as in galleries, museums, 
archives, conservation, publishing, arts 
administration and heritage management. SOAS 
is well known for its academic expertise within 
African and Asian art and is often approached 
by auction houses and galleries regarding job 
opportunities open to our students who will gain 
work experience whilst studying.  

The degree also provides training in a range of 
transferable skills, such as analytical and problem 
solving skills and written and oral communication 
skills that will help gain entry into a range of 
professional  job roles as well as prepare you 
for further studies either at SOAS or other 
institutions. 

Examples of the types of employers and career 
secured by graduates include: 

•  Foyles: Buyer 
•   UK Trade and Investment:  

HCO Senior Policy Adviser 
•  Art Space Gallery: Art Gallery Intern
•  Mica: Gallery Assistant 
•   Off-Screen: Assistant Curator and  

Project Manager 
•   The Map House of London: Antique Map 

Dealer Assistant 
•   La Sorbonne in Paris: French Language
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Applicant/Place Ratio 
4:1

Number of Staff 
8 academic

RAE
Please note, the REF 2014 results were being 
published as this prospectus went to print. 
Please see our website for further information.
www.soas.ac.uk/ref2014/

Degrees
BA Music 
BA Music and... 
BA in Global Popular Music

More Information
www.soas.ac.uk/music

student radio station, SOAS Radio). Students with 
a background in Western music can take courses 
in music history and composition at King’s College 
London. A unique advantage of studying music in 
its cultural context at SOAS is that a vast range of 
courses in languages and other subjects is available  
as an open option or a joint degree. 

Practical engagement with music is an essential part 
of the degree. Performance courses are o¢ered at 
all levels of undergraduate study, including kora, 
ud, tabla, gamelan, Cuban piano, shakuhachi and 
many other instruments, ensembles and styles. The 
Department also hosts a high-profile concert series, 
workshops, seminars, conferences and a World 
Music Summer School.

The Department of Music at SOAS is 
unique in Europe as an internationally 
recognised centre for research and 
teaching of the musics of the world  
and the discipline of ethnomusicology. 

At SOAS we recognise that music is a universal means 
of human artistic and cultural expression, essential 
for the wellbeing of individuals and communities 
throughout the world. Music is infinitely varied, 
constantly re-created, and performed or consumed 
by millions of individuals worldwide. Besides being 
intrinsically rewarding as a subject of practical and 
analytical study, music takes us to the heart of the 
communities and individuals who create it. Music of 
the world is therefore an ideal lens through which to 
study human culture and experience, and SOAS o¢ers 
a unique environment in which to do so.

BA Music at SOAS recognises no geographical, 
cultural or social boundaries to the study of music. 
However, you will study in particular depth the 
music of specific regions of Asia and Africa, selected 
from East Asia (China, Korea and Japan), South Asia 
(India and surrounding countries), South East Asia 
(especially Indonesia and Thailand), Central Asia, the 
Middle East, Africa, the African diaspora including 
Cuba, or the Jewish world. You will also study at 
least one instrument or vocal style from these or 
related regions, learning directly from expert teachers 
representing London’s rich musical diversity. You will 
study traditional genres and contemporary musical 
forms, classical and popular music, musical structures 
and social contexts, and relationships between 
music and religion, gender, business or healing. We 
o¢er you training in the principles and methods of 
ethnomusicology, and in practical techniques such 
as transcription and analysis of music, fieldwork 
methods, sound recording, and radio presentation 
(we have a dedicated sound recording studio, and 
our students are actively involved in the SOAS 

Department of  
Music

BA Music and...

UCAS Codes
See page 172

Duration
3 or 4 years

May Be Combined With
African Studies, Arabic+, Burmese++, Chinese+, 
Development Studies, Geography*, Georgian, 
Hebrew+, History, History of Art/Archaeology, 
Indonesian++, Japanese+, Japanese Studies, 
Korean+, Linguistics, Middle Eastern Studies, 
Persian, Social Anthropology, South Asian 
Studies++, South East Asian Studies, Study 
of Religions, Swahili+, Thai++, Turkish+, 
Vietnamese++

+ 4-year degree with (compulsory) 1 year abroad 
++ 3- or 4-year degree with option of 1 year abroad

* Taught at King’s College London 

Minimum Entry Requirements
See note page 159

A-Levels: BBB (from 3 A-levels excluding 
General Studies)

IB: 31 points with 5/5/4 at Higher level

GCSE in Music or other evidence of musical 
literacy and active involvement in musical 
performance or composition is essential.

Structure
The structure of the single-subject BA Music 
programme is as follows:

Year 1
Students take the following courses: ‘Sounds and 
Cultures 1 and 2’, ‘Music and Culture’, ‘Introduction 
to Music Analysis’, ‘Performance 1a’ (gamelan), 
‘Performance 1b’ (choosing from a number of Asian 
and African musical traditions), and one open option 
in another subject or language at SOAS or a unit in 
Western music at King’s College London.

Year 2
Students take ‘Ethnomusicology: Themes and 
Variations’ (half-unit) and one unit of regional 
courses. Students also choose from a range of 
options, including further regional courses, topical 
courses, performance units, independent projects 
and up to two open options.

Year 3
Students take ‘Urban Soundscapes’ (half-unit) and 
one unit of regional courses, and choose from a 
range of optional courses.

BA Music

UCAS Code
W300 BA/MS

Duration
3 years

Minimum Entry Requirements
See note page 159

A-Levels: BBB (from 3 A-levels excluding 
General Studies)

IB: 31 points with 5/5/4 at Higher level

A-Level Music or equivalent is required for the 
single-subject BA in Music. 

Structure
The structure of the two-subject BA Music and… 
programme is typically as follows:

Year 1 
Students take the following courses: ‘Sounds and 
Cultures 1 or 2’, ‘Music and Culture', ‘Performance  
1a or 1b’ and ‘Introduction to Music Analysis’. 
Students also take courses to the value of two  
units from their other subject.
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Year 2
Students must take ‘Ethnomusicology: Themes and 
Variations’ (half-unit) and at least half a unit of regional 
courses, and can choose from a range of options 
including further regional courses, topical courses, 
performance units and independent projects.

Year 3 
Students take ‘Urban Soundscapes’ (half-unit) and at 
least half a unit of regional courses, and can choose 
from a range of optional courses. 

The BA Global Popular Music offers a unique and 
tailored programme that allows students to focus on 
popular and contemporary music styles and cultures 
in global perspective. It includes:

•   generous regional courses that build on the 
expertise of SOAS in the Middle East, Asia and 
Africa and their diasporas

•  practical skills courses in multimedia
•   courses which develop your understanding of 

theoretical approaches to the study of popular 
music

•   opportunities for directed independent study 
projects on topics ranging from K-Pop to hip-hop, 
Latin to Rai

Structure

Year 1
You will take six introductory courses plus one unit 
of open option courses.

Year 1 compulsory courses:

•  Global Pop - 155800089 (0.5 Unit) - Term 2
•   Music and Culture - 155800060 (0.5 Unit) -  

full year
•  Performance 1b - 155800062 (0.5 Unit): full year
•   Sounds and Cultures 1: Africa, the Jewish World, 

West and Central Asia - 155800071 (0.5 Unit) - 
Term 1

•   Sounds and Cultures 2: East, Southeast and  
South Asia - 155800072 (0.5 Unit) - Term 2

•   Studying Popular Music - 155800090 (0.5 Unit) - 
Term 1

BA Global Popular Music

UCAS Code
W301

Duration
3 years

Minimum Entry Requirements
See note page 159

A-Levels: BBB (from 3 A-levels excluding 
General Studies); Music A level is not required.

Year 2
You will take one compulsory course and must 
choose one skills course in recording or in radio 
presenting and at least two courses on popular 
music (including, among others, Global Hip Hop, 
Pop and Politics in Israel, Music of Cuba. You can 
also select other courses offered within the Music 
Department (including generic courses such as 
Music and Gender, regional courses on musical 
traditions of Asia and Africa, and performance, 
available on our Undergraduate course units page), 
and up to one unit from our open option courses.

Year 2 compulsory course:

•   The Music Business - 155800053 (0.5 Unit) -  
Term 2

Year 3
You will take two compulsory courses and choose 
one skills course, one popular music course and 
other courses offered within the Music Department 
(including generic courses such as Music, 
Shamanism and Healing, regional courses, and 
performance, available on our Undergraduate course 
units page), and up to one unit from our open option 
courses.

Year 3 compulsory courses:

•   Directed Study in Popular Music -  
155800088 (0.5 Unit)

•   Urban Soundscapes - 155800083 (0.5 Unit) -  
Term 1

Graduate destinations
At SOAS you have the opportunity to study music 
traditions and gain an understanding of the 
culture and history of specific regions underlying 
different world music traditions. You will also gain 
an understanding of the modern global music 
industry.

Graduates leave SOAS not only with musical and 
cultural expertise, but also with a portfolio of 
widely transferable skills that employers seek in 
many professional and creative capacities. 

As for example, you have the unique opportunity 
of combining musical, academic, linguistic skills 
with a range of practical and media-related skills 
that makes our graduates well placed to embark 
on careers within performance, composition, 
sound recording, radio presenting, broadcasting, 
arts management, music therapy, cultural 
advocacy or development work as well as school 
or university teaching or further study at master’s 
and research levels. 

Recent graduates of the Department have 
taken up a range of careers and further studies, 
including: 

•  Head of Music (International school)
•  Music Journalism (Roots, Songlines) 
•  Music Production Company Founder 
•   Music Workshop Coordinator  

(Education Group) 
•  Music Consultancy
•  Cultural Conservation 
•  Development Officer (Cambridge University)  
•  Financial Analyst (Bloomberg) 
•  Singing teacher (freelance) 
•  Marketing 
•   Psychology and Counselling (Tavistock and 

Portman NHS Foundation Trust) 
•   PGCE Primary (London South Bank 

University) 
•  Astronomy (UCL) 
•  Doctoral/post-doctoral research in Music. 
•   Many of the academic staff teaching 

ethnomusicology in the UK and overseas are 
SOAS graduates in music
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Department of Languages and Cultures of

China and Inner Asia

Applicant/Place Ratio 
9:1

Number of Staff 
7 academic, 6 teaching and scholarship,  
18 teaching and scholarship (fractional)

RAE
Please note, the REF 2014 results were being 
published as this prospectus went to print. 
Please see our website for further information 
www.soas.ac.uk/ref2014/

Degrees
BA Chinese (Modern and Classical) 
BA Chinese (Modern and Classical) and... 
BA Chinese Studies 
BA Tibetan and...

More Information
www.soas.ac.uk/cia

The Department of the Languages and 
Cultures of China and Inner Asia covers 
one of the oldest yet most dynamic 
and important regions of the world. 
Demand for linguists who specialise in 
this region has significantly increased 
in recent years, and the choice of 
languages available in the Department  
is unmatched in Europe. 

Through our study of the region we seek to understand 
the entirety of its cultures, using language and literature 
as our principal vehicles. By these means, and through 
extended study periods in China, we aim to surmount 
cultural di¢erences and arrive at a view of regional 
cultures not as exotic, inscrutable systems but as 
instances of the diversity of shared human experience. 

The Chinese section in the Department teaches 
Mandarin (Putonghua), the lingua franca of China 
and Taiwan and increasingly of the overseas Chinese 
communities. Literary, documentary and philosophical 
works written in classical Chinese, as well as a wide 
range of prose, poetry and documentary texts in 
modern Chinese, are taught, and students are trained 
to read both the traditional full-form characters and 
the simplified characters promulgated by the People’s 
Republic of China. Two other Chinese languages — 
Cantonese and Hokkien (Taiwanese) — are o¢ered  
to advanced students who can take them for credit  
in Years 3 and 4.

Photography: XXXX
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Ally Clifton
BA Chinese and Politics

“This course provides a true understanding of 
Mandarin that you could not get at a traditional 
language course. The Politics department 
o¢ers an amazing range of course options 
and also pushes you to learn very fast and to 
think critically, giving you access to a range 
of viewpoints missed out in the mainstream.

“SOAS picks up where other universities 
leave o¢. Others might give you knowledge 
that is predominantly western oriented. 
SOAS, on the other hand, gives you an 
understanding of non-western languages, 
cultures and countries which is increasingly 
important in a globalised world.

“Coming to SOAS is an eye-opener: my friends 
here come from all over the world, the music 
events and other extra-curricular activities 
held at SOAS come from every culture. You’re 
truly connected to the whole world here!”



BA Chinese (Modern and 
Classical) 

BA Chinese (Modern and 
Classical) and…

UCAS Codes
For single-subject degree: T100 BA/CHMC  
For two-subject degree codes: see page 172

Duration
4 years

May Be Combined With
Development Studies, Economics, English 
Geography*, History, History of Art/Archaeology, 
Indonesian, International Relations, Japanese 
Studies, Korean, Law, Linguistics, Music, Politics, 
Social Anthropology, Study of Religions, Tibetan

* Taught at King’s College London

Minimum Entry Requirements
See page 159

A-Levels: AAB (from 3 A-levels excluding 
General Studies)

IB: 35 points with 6/6/5 at Higher level

No prior knowledge of the language or the region 
is required, but a foreign language at A-level or its 
equivalent is preferred.

Students with prior knowledge of Chinese 
exceeding GCSE level will, subject to a placement 
test, be allowed to join the programme ‘under 
advanced entry’, meaning that they will study 
modern Chinese language at a level appropriate to 
them. The Department also offers elective courses 
in Chinese on various levels for students wishing 
to obtain or improve Chinese language skills in the 
context of other degree programmes.

The BA Chinese (Modern and Classical) may be 
studied either as a single-subject or a two-subject 
degree. Year 2 of this four-year degree is currently 
spent at Beijing Normal University. The curriculum  
is intended to produce graduates who possess a  
good grasp of Chinese literature and culture, who  
are competent in finding and using Chinese-
language research materials, who are confident  
in reading classical Chinese and who have an  
advanced all-round proficiency in modern Chinese. 
Most two-subject degree students tend to weight 
their studies towards modern Chinese topics. All 
students, however, must study at least two years  
of classical Chinese.

Structure

BA Chinese (Modern and Classical) 
The following courses are offered in the Department:

Year 1
•  Elementary Modern Chinese Language 
•  History and Culture of China 
•  Introduction to Classical Chinese

Year 2
•   Modern and Classical Chinese (offered at Beijing 

Normal University)
•  Sinological research project

Year 3
•  Intermediate Modern Chinese Language 
•  Modern Chinese Film and Theatre 
•  Traditional Chinese Language and Literature 1
•  Elementary Cantonese 
•  Elementary spoken Hokkien (Minnanyu, Taiwanese)

Year 4
•  Advanced Modern Chinese Language 
•  BA Dissertation in Chinese Studies 
•  Modern Chinese Literature 
•  Traditional Chinese Language and Literature 2 
•  Styles of Modern Chinese Literary Language

Refer to the department website for special courses 
in Chinese for advanced beginners.

BA Chinese (Modern and Classical) and…
Two-subject degree students must take and pass a 
minimum of four units in Chinese, including all core 
units, over the course of their four-year programme, 
in addition to the units taken during the year abroad.  

Year 1
Core Chinese Units (All units are compulsory):

•  Elementary Modern Chinese Language 1 
•  Elementary Modern Chinese Language 2 
•  Introduction to Classical Chinese — full year

1 Additional Unit:

The fourth course unit is taken in the other subject. 
Note: for most other subjects, this unit will also be 
considered as core, and this will be clearly stated on 
the website or in the information provided by the 
other department. This means that for the majority 
of two-subject degree students, all four Year 1 units 
are core and must be passed in order to proceed. 
For other students, where the unit for the other 
subject is not core, they must pass at least three 
units, including all core Chinese units, in order to  
be allowed to proceed to Year 2.

Advanced entry students:

Students under advanced entry do not take Elementary 
Modern Chinese Language I and Elementary Modern 
Chinese Language II, but take instead one unit of 
Modern Chinese (Special Course in Chinese III or 
higher) (core) and Introduction to Classical Chinese 
(core), as well as two units from the other subject.

Year 2
Compulsory year abroad, currently at Beijing  
Normal University.

Year 3
Two-subject degree students who passed all seven 
units of Chinese in Years 1 and 2 are required to pass 
one course from the following list in Year 3. Naturally 
they are welcome to take more courses, as long as 
this fits in with the requirements for the other half  
of their degree.

•  Intermediate Modern Chinese Language 1 
•  Intermediate Modern Chinese Language 2 
•  Modern Chinese Film and Theatre 
•  Traditional Chinese Language and Literature 1 
•  Elementary Cantonese 
•   Elementary Spoken Hokkien (Minnanyu, 

Taiwanese) 

Year 4
Two-subject degree students can take one more 
Chinese language course from the following list, 
or from the list in year 3. To take a course from 
the following list, it will normally be expected that 
they will have successfully passed at least one 300 
level course. Exceptions to this rule are made at the 
discretion of the course convenor.

•  Advanced Modern Chinese Language 
•  BA Dissertation in Chinese Studies 
•  Modern Chinese Literature 
•  Traditional Chinese Language and Literature 2 
•   Styles of Modern Chinese Literary 

Language Elementary Spoken Hokkien  
(Minnanyu, Taiwanese)
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BA Chinese Studies

UCAS Code
T102 Ba/CHinS 

Duration
3 years

Minimum Entry Requirements
See page 159

A-Levels: AAB (from 3 A-Levels excluding 
General Studies)

IB: 35 points with 6/6/5 at Higher level

No prior knowledge of the language or the 
region is required, but a foreign language at 
A-level or equivalent is preferred. Students 
with prior knowledge of Chinese will, subject 
to a placement test, study modern Chinese 
language at the level appropriate to them.

This programme combines the study of Chinese 
language with the study of China-related subjects 
in various disciplines. Compared with the existing 
single-subject BA Chinese degree, there is less 
emphasis on language learning. Compared with  
the existing two-subject BA Chinese and... degree, 
there is more space to study China-related courses 
in a range of disciplines. The programme also 
differs from the other offerings in that there is  
no year abroad included.

Structure
The following courses are offered in the Department:

Year 1
•   Core Course: Choose one unit from List A, based  

on language ability. Except: Chinese 101 and 
Chinese 102 are taken together as an accelerated 
double unit. Core courses must be passed in order 
to proceed to the following year of study.

•  Compulsory Course: History and Culture of China  
•  1 Optional Unit: Choose one unit from List C or D
•   1 Open Option Unit: Choose one unit from any list 

or an open option

Year 2
•   Core Course: Choose one unit from List A, based  

on language ability. Core courses must be passed  
in order to proceed to the following year of study.

•  1 Optional Unit: Choose one unit from List B
•  1 Optional Unit: Choose one unit from List C or D
•   1 Open Option Unit: Choose one unit from any list 

or an open option

Year 3
•  1 Optional Unit: Choose one unit from list A or B
•  1 Optional Unit: Choose one unit from List C or D
•  1 Optional Unit: Choose one unit from any list
•   1 Open Option Unit: Choose one unit from any list 

or an open option

List A — Modern language units available
Available to students depending on their  
language ability

Elementary level
Only one of these units can be studied a year. 
Except: Chinese 101 and Chinese 102 are taken 
together as an accelerated double unit.

•  Elementary Modern Chinese Language 1 
•  Elementary Modern Chinese Language 2 
•  Special Course in Chinese 2 

Lower intermediate level
Only one of these units can be studied a year.

•  Special Course in Chinese 3 
•  Special Course in Chinese 4 

Higher intermediate level
Both of these courses can be studied in the same 
year, or in subsequent years.

•  Intermediate Modern Chinese Language 1 
•  Intermediate Modern Chinese Language 2 

Advanced level
Both of these courses can be studied in the same 
year, or in subsequent years.

•  Advanced Modern Chinese Language 
•  Styles of Modern Chinese Literary Language 

List B — Classical language units available
Elementary Level
•   Introduction to Classical Chinese 

Lower intermediate level
•   Special course in Chinese: Reading Classical  

and Literary Chinese 

Higher intermediate level
•  Traditional Chinese Language and Literature 1 

Advanced level
•  Traditional Chinese Language and Literature 2 

List C — Language-based disciplinary courses and 
regional languages (subject to prerequisite)
Elementary level
Prerequisite: Chinese 101/102 or Special Course  
in Chinese II.

•   Elementary Spoken Hokkien (Minnanyu, Taiwanese)  

Lower intermediate level
Prerequisite: Special Course in Chinese IV.

•  Modern Chinese Film and Theatre 
•  Elementary Cantonese 

Higher intermediate level
Prerequisite: passed at least one modern language 
course at 300-level.

•   Modern Chinese Literature 

Advanced level
Prerequisite: passed at least one modern language 
course at 300-level; those doing a dissertation on a 
classical subject must have completed Chinese 404 
or must take Chinese 404 in the same year.

•   BA Dissertation in Chinese Studies 

LIST D — Non-language based disciplinary courses
Before selecting a course, students must first check 
that the course is at the correct level. They must also 
ensure that they meet any pre-requisites.

Anthropology
Available to year 2 or 3 students only. Prerequisite: 
“Introduction to Social Anthropology” to be taken in 
in Year 1 as an open option. 

•  Ethnography of a Selected Region — China 

Photography: Quanming, China by Joanne Leung
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History of Art and Archaeology
All Year 2 – Year 4 courses in Chinese Art and 
Archaeology are available to students on this 
programme without prerequisite. 

Politics and International Studies
Available to 2nd or 3rd year students. 

•  Taiwan's political and economic development 
•  Government and politics of China — full year

Law
'Law and Institutions of Contemporary China,' is 
available to third-year students only. Prerequisite: 
'Chinese Law,' to be taken in Year 1 or Year 2 as  
an open option. 

•  Chinese law 

Religious Studies
•  African Missionaries — Term 1
•  Sages Through the Ages: Confucius and Laozi  
•   Situating China I: China and Other World Views 

Before 'Westernization'  
•   Situating China II: Missionaries and Misfits in the 

British Construction of China 

History
•   Manchu Society and Culture: An Alternative History 

of China (1600–1997)  
•   Traders, Believers, Rebels: A Social History of Islam 

in China (650–2008)  
•   Opium & Empires: China's Narcotic Trade and 

Culture in Global Context (I) 
•   Christianity in China (1600–1949): Historical 

Impact and Interpretations (I)  

Music
'Musical Traditions of East Asia' Prerequisite: 
some background in music required; convenor’s 
permission required. 

•   Pop and Politics in East Asia Musical Traditions  
of East Asia 

BA Tibetan and...

UCAS Codes
See page 172 

Duration
3 or 4 years

May Be Combined With
Chinese, Development Studies, Economics, 
English, Geography, History, History of Art/
Archaeology, Linguistics, Social Anthropology, 
Study of Religions

Minimum Entry Requirements
See note page 159

A-Levels: ABB (from 3 A-levels excluding 
General Studies)

IB: 33 points with 5/5/5 at Higher level

No prior knowledge of the language is required.

Subjects preferred: A foreign language  
at A-level or equivalent is preferred. 

Interview policy: Candidates with ‘non-
standard’ qualifications are usually invited.

The BA Tibetan is only available as a two-subject 
degree. The programme can be taken over either 
three years or four (including a year at the Namgyal 
Institute of Tibetology, Sikkim). All students on 
the course are required to obtain an elementary 
knowledge of both modern and classical Tibetan.  
In later years they can choose to focus exclusively  
on either the modern or the classical language  
and culture.

Structure
Year 1 
Students take ‘Intensive Elementary Tibetan’ as  
their core course, and two other courses in the  
other subject, depending on the requirement of  
their degrees.

Graduate destinations
Our graduates gain linguistic and cultural 
expertise that gives them a competitive edge 
within both public and private sector. Along 
with a portfolio of widely transferable skills 
that employers seek in many professional 
and management careers both in business 
and in the public sectors. Graduates have 
secured jobs within government, international 
organisations, finance, business, management, 
media, culture and education. 

Examples of the types of employers and job 
roles secured by graduates include: 

•   British Embassy: Science and  
Innovation Officer 

•  British Embassy Beijing: Digital Manager
•  Publicis Events Asia: Project Manager 
•  British Council: Council Worker
•  Civil Service: Policy Adviser
•  Chinese Embassy: Embassy Official
•  Yikou Yikou: Assistant Director of Studies
•  Sotheby's: Financial Analyst
•  John Swire & Sons: Management Trainee
•  City of London: Assistant Stock Broker
•  JP Morgan: Analyst
•  IT Invest: Investment Banker
•  UTN Solutions: Marketing Assistant
•  Schroders: Business Developer
•  Daniel Cohen Solicitors: Paralegal
•  ESPN: Sports journalist
•  Schmidt: Writer
•  Tipworld: Digital Content Manager
•  Accenture: Political Researcher Intern
•   United Nations Institute of Training & 

Research: Consultant
•  Olympic Committee: Translator

Year 2 
Students take ‘The Cultural History of Tibet’ as a 
core course, and also one unit of Tibetan as a core 
language course. Two other courses in the other 
subject are taken, depending on the requirement  
of their degrees.

Year 3 
For four-year degree students, this is the year spent  
at the Namgyal Institute of Tibetology, Sikkim. For 
three-year degree students, this is the final year  
(see Year 4 below).

Year 4 
In the final year, students can take further language 
courses in the Department, as well as advanced-
level reading courses offered by the Department of 
the Study of Religions. Additional courses in Tibetan 
history, culture and religion are once again available.

Photography: The Fringe Parade of Macao, China by Qijing He
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Department of 

Development Studies

Applicant/Place Ratio 
7:1

Number of Staff
26 academic, 3 teaching and scholarship,  
16 teaching and scholarship (fractional)

RAE
Please note, the REF 2014 results were being 
published as this prospectus went to print. 
Please see our website for further information.
www.soas.ac.uk/ref2014/

Degrees
BA Development Studies 
BA Development Studies and…

More Information

www.soas.ac.uk/development

outcomes based on the particular political systems, 
cultures and societies into which they are introduced.

You may also choose to study a language not 
available anywhere else in Europe, as a Development 
Studies option in your second year (as well as 
taking advantage of the other opportunities SOAS 
gives students to gain proficiency in a language of 
Africa or Asia). In addition, the Development Studies 
programme allows students to choose options from 
a wide range of disciplines outside the department, 
in particular courses from the Economics and Politics 
department, and also Geography courses taught at 
King’s College ,London, with whom we have a close 
relationship.

As a result of the in-depth training in development 
studies the programme o¢ers, alongside the wide 
range of possibilities open to our students outside 
the compulsory components, our students are able 
to demonstrate to potential employers not just their 
knowledge of international development and their 
analytical skills, but also a rich historical, political and 
cultural knowledge about the countries and regions in 
which they may work.

The department also o¢ers Development Studies 
as a joint degree (Development Studies and…), 
allowing students to combine Development Studies 
with programmes drawn from the full range of 
SOAS degrees, and so gain excellent training in both 
Development Studies and a social science, humanity 
or language discipline.

Development Studies is a large and 
popular area of study. It addresses the 
major issues and challenges facing 
the global community in relation to 
international development today, 
including fundamental social and 
economic change, the factors that keep 
people poor, and the international, 
national and local e�orts to reduce 
poverty and vulnerability in the 
developing world.

A Development Studies degree provides an excellent 
foundation for those who wish to work in this area 
and for those who simply wish to deepen their 
understanding of the issues involved. Through the 
general core courses and the more specialised 
options, students in Development Studies gain a 
deep knowledge of the causes of, and responses 
to, poverty, marginalisation and vulnerability in 
developing countries and of processes of dramatic 
social, economic and political change. In addition to 
knowledge of theories and debates in international 
development, Development Studies also focuses on 
global socio-economic change and the challenges 
presented to governments, donors, international 
organisations, non-governmental organisations 
(NGOs) and poor people themselves. While the main 
focus is on development of relatively low-income 
countries in Asia, Africa, Middle East and Latin 
America, many of the issues studied have a truly global 
significance, applying to poor and vulnerable people 
in rich and middle-income countries as well as those 
in low-income countries. Based on the internationally 
recognised research expertise of the sta¢ within 
the Department, the programme gives students the 
opportunity to explore social, political and economic 
changes in the developing world.

One of the distinctive characteristics about the way 
that Development Studies is taught at SOAS is the 
very strong focus on how general theories, ideas and 
debates around development apply in the specific 
contexts of Africa and Asia. Following on from SOAS’ 
specialisation in these global regions, the department 
believes strongly that development must be studied 
in the contexts in which it occurs. Through this 
contextual focus, students are able to see how similar 
policies and development interventions have di¢erent 
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Katie McCullum
BA Development Studies  
and Social Anthropology

" Having attended one of the open days at SOAS 
I realised how many interesting modules one 
can study in the development department. 
I found SOAS’ perspective on teaching 
really interesting and compelling, and the 
opportunity to learn from so many di¢erent 
members of sta¢ seemed too good to miss!

" My time at SOAS has flown by! It’s 
been the most incredible three years… 
I’ve developed so much academically, 
alongside having the most fun imaginable 
living in London, making new friends, and 
discovering what student life has to o¢er.

" SOAS has pushed me to think creatively and 
with new perspective, and has been absolutely 
formative for my direction for the future.”



Year 2 Development Studies Options:
•   Introduction to Global Forced Migration Studies 

(1.0)
•   Non-Governmental Organisations, Development 

and Change (0.5) 
•   Political Economy of Finance, Debt and 

Development (0.5)
•  Development and Conflict (0.5)
•   Land, Natural Resources, Development and 

Environmental Change (0.5)
•  Governance and Development (0.5)
•  Development Communication (0.5)

Year 2 Geography Options (run by King’s College):
•  Climate Variability, Change and Society (0.5)
•   Development Geographies: Livelihood and Policy 

Contexts (0.5)
•  Ecological and Cultural Biogeography (0.5)
•  Environmental Remote Sensing (0.5)
•  Natural Hazards (0.5)
•   Society, Environment and Geography: Nature and 

Culture (0.5)
•  Water and Development (0.5)

Year 2 Economics Options: 
•  Banking and Finance  (1.0)
•  Economics of Developing Countries (1) * (1.0)
•  International Economics (1.0)
•  Comparative and International Politics (1.0)
•   Comparative Political Sociology of Asia and Africa 

(1.0)
•  Government and Politics of China (1.0)
•  Government and Politics of South Asia (1.0)
•  Government and Politics of the Middle East (1.0)
•  International Politics (1.0)
•  Political Theory (1.0)
•  Politics of Development (1.0)
•  Southeast Asian Government and Politics (1.0)
•  Taiwan’s Political and Economic Development (1.0)
•  The State and Politics in Africa (1.0)

 Introduction to Economic Analysis is a pre-requisite

Year 3
•   Four units from the Development Studies optional 

courses or 3 Development Studies units and one 
open option

Year 3 Development Studies Options:
•  Independent Study Project (1.0)
•   Non-Governmental Organisations, Development 

and Change (0.5)
•   Political Economy of Finance, Debt and 

Development (0.5)
•  Development and Conflict (0.5)
•   Land, Natural Resources, Development and 

Environmental Change (0.5)
•  Governance and Development (0.5)
•  Development Communication (0.5)
•  Food Security and Livelihoods (0.5)
•  Issues in Borders and Development (0.5)
•  Issues in Gender and Development (0.5)
•   Issues in Global Commodity Chains, Production 

Networks and Informal Work (0.5)
•   Issues of the Working Poor and Development (0.5)
•  Security (0.5)
•   Themes in Contemporary Development: Civil 

Society and Social Movements (0.5)
•   Tigers and Dragons: Issues in East Asian 

Development Revisited (0.5)

Year 3 Geography courses (KCL)
These courses count as Development Studies Options 
for all students except those taking BA Development 
Studies and Geography. For courses available please 
see the 'Year 2 Geography Courses (KCL)'.

BA Development Studies

BA Development  
Studies and...

UCAS Codes
For single subject degree: L905 BA/DevS

For two-subject degree codes: see page 172

Duration
3 years, or 4 years when combined with a language

May Be Combined With
African Studies, Arabic+, Burmese++, Chinese+, 
Economics, Geography*, Georgian, History, 
Indonesian++, International Relations, Korean+, 
Law, Linguistics, Middle Eastern Studies, Music, 
Persian, Politics, Social Anthropology, South 
Asian Studies++, South East Asian Studies, Study 
of Religions, Swahili+, Thai++, Tibetan++, Turkish+, 
Vietnamese++

+ 4-year degree with (compulsory) 1 year abroad  
++ 3- or 4-year degree with option of 1 year abroad 

* Taught at King’s College London

Minimum Entry Requirements
See note page 159

A-Levels: AAA (from 3 A-levels excluding 
General Studies)

IB: 37 points with 6/6/6 at Higher level

Applicants with non-standard qualifications may 
be invited for interview. BA Development Studies 
is a three-year or four-year (with a language) 
two-subject degree.

Development Studies is by definition multi-
disciplinary, drawing heavily from geography, 
economics, anthropology, politics and law, but has 
developed its own disciplinary focus. It studies social, 
political and economic changes in the developing 
world within specific environmental, historical and 
cultural contexts. Through a study of the problems 
of development, students are expected to acquire 
analytical skills, learn how the global and the local 
interact, present materials and ideas effectively, and 
develop a critical and non-Eurocentric attitude to the 
understanding of development.

Structure

BA Development Studies
All Development Studies students take three 
introductory courses: in Year 1 they take ‘Introduction 
to Development Studies’, and ‘Introduction to Political 
Economy of Development’; and in Year 2, ‘Comparative 
Studies on Development’. These courses provide an 
extensive introduction to key issues in international 
development (such as gender and development, 
the environment and development, violence and 
conflict, and the role of NGOs). 

The full range of options offered by the Department 
can be found on our website (www.soas.ac.uk/
development), but they include: ‘Issues in Gender and 
Development’; ‘Migration and Mobility in the Middle 
East and North Africa’; ‘Themes in Contemporary 
Development — Civil Society and Social Movements’; 
‘“Tigers and Dragons” — East Asian Development 
Revisited’; ‘Issues in Industrial Globalisation’; ‘Political 
Economy of Finance, Debt and Development’; 
and many others. Students are also offered the 
opportunity to take a number of development-related 
options in Geography through our links with King’s 
College London.

Year 1
•  Introduction to Development Studies (1.0)
•   Introduction to Political Economy of Development 

(1.0)
•   Critical Reasoning in Contemporary Development 

(1.0)
•   An open option in another department (1.0)

Year 2
•  Comparative Studies on Development (1.0)
•  Introduction to Development Practice (0.5)
•  Key Thinkers and Theories in Development (0.5)
•   Two units from the Development Studies optional 

courses or one unit in Development Studies and a 
unit from the available open options

Degree Programmes Law and Social Sciences Law and Social Sciences Degree Programmes

66 For more information go to www.soas.ac.uk SOAS Undergraduate 2016 Entry 67 



Year 3 Development Studies options
•  Development and Conflict (0.5)
•  Development Communication (0.5)
•  Governance and Development (0.5)
•   Independent Study Project in Development Studies 

(1.0)
•   Introduction to Global Forced Migration Studies 

(1.0)
•  Issues in Borders and Development (0.5)
•  Issues in Development Practice (0.5)
•  Issues in Gender and Development (0.5)
•   Issues in Industrial Globalisation and Development 

(0.5)
•  Issues of the Working Poor and Development (0.5)
•   Land, Natural Resources, Development and 

Environmental Change (0.5)
•   Non-governmental Organisations, Development 

and Change (0.5)
•   Political Economy of Finance, Debt and   

Development (0.5)
•  Security (BA) (0.5)
•   Themes in Contemporary Development:  

Civil Society & Social Movements (0.5)
•   Tigers' and 'Dragons': Issues in East Asian 

Development Revisited (0.5)

Year 3 Geography courses (KCL)
These courses count as Development Studies Options 
for all students except those taking BA Development 
Studies and Geography. For courses available please 
see the 'Year 2 Geography Courses (KCL)'.

Year 4
Students who have combined Development Studies 
with a language follow the Year 3 syllabus.

Graduate destinations
The Department of Development Studies at 
SOAS provides innovative and challenging 
teaching, fosters high-quality research and offers 
unrivalled regional specialisation and language 
combinations found nowhere else in Europe. 
Graduates of the Department also gain analytical 
skills and the ability to think laterally and employ 
critical reasoning. Graduates have secured jobs 
within government, international organisations, 
finance, business, management and media.

Examples of the types of employers and careers 
secured by graduates include: 

•  United Nations: Development Worker 
•  War Child: Fundraising intern 
•  Inclusive Digital TV: Researcher 
•  Bloomberg: Analyst 
•  Ministry of Foreign Affairs: Trainee 
•  Ministry of Justice: Executive Officer 

Many of our graduates have gone on to 
postgraduate study in areas such as International 
Relations, Education and Law.

BA Development Studies and...
Students take two units in Development Studies. All 
students take Introduction to Development Studies and 
Introduction to Political Economy of Development. 
The remaining two units may be completed through 
their other subject and/or open options.

Year 2
Students take the core course Comparative Studies 
on Development. The remaining course units may 
be taken from: One unit or two half units from the 
Year 2 Development Studies options; two units 
from the other subject of the degree; any Year 
2 undergraduate Economics or Politics option 
available to Development Studies; a language of 
Africa or Asia; or any Year 2 Geography course run 
by King's College London (KCL).

Year 2 Development Studies Options:
•  Development and Conflict (0.5)
•  Development Communication (0.5)
•  Governance and Development (0.5)
•   Introduction to Global Forced Migration Studies— 

full year (1.0)
•   Land, Natural Resources, Development and 

Environmental Change (0.5)
•   Non-governmental Organisations, Development 

and Change (0.5)
•   Political Economy of Finance, Debt and 

Development (0.5)

Year 2 Geography Courses (KCL):
•  Climate Variability, Change and Society
•   Development Geographies: Livelihood and  

Policy Contexts
•  Ecological and Cultural Biogeography
•  Environmental Remote Sensing
•  Human Geography: Space, Place and Society
•   Natural Hazards Society, Environment and 

Geography: Nature and Culture
•  Water and Development

Year 2 Economics Options:
Note: Introduction to Economic Analysis is a 
prerequisite for all of the options below.

•   Banking and Finance in Economic Development 
(1.0)

•  Economics of Developing Countries (I) (1.0)
•  Foreign Trade and Development (1.0)

Year 2 Politics Options:
•  Comparative and International Politics (1.0)
•   Comparative Political Sociology of Asia and Africa 

(1.0)
•  Government and Politics of China (1.0)
•  Government and Politics of South Asia (1.0)
•  Government and Politics of the Middle East (1.0)
•  International Politics (1.0)
•  Political Theory (1.0)
•  Politics of Development (1.0)
•  Southeast Asian Government and Politics (1.0)
•  Taiwan's Political and Economic Development (1.0)
•  The State and Politics in Africa (1.0)

Year 3
Students may choose further specialist options, 
an independent study project, or an open option. 
Students returning from a year abroad having taken 
three language units in the first year must do the 
Year 1 and Year 2 compulsory units in Development 
Studies in Year 3. Please note that final year students 
may not take any introductory level courses, 
including languages.
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Photography: Mumbai, India by Sinead Stewart

Department of 
Economics

Applicant/Place Ratio 
13:1

Number of Staff
25 academic, 2 teaching and scholarship,  
15 teaching and scholarship (fractional)

RAE
Please note, the REF 2014 results were being 
published as this prospectus went to print. 
Please see our website for further information.
www.soas.ac.uk/ref2014/

Degrees
BSc Economics  
BA Economics and...  
BSc Development Economics

More Information
www.soas.ac.uk/economics

The Department of Economics is one 
of the country’s leading departments 
specialising in the economics of 
development and growth in poor 
countries. It is unusual, not only in 
encouraging its students to assess 
mainstream theory critically, but also  
by exposing students to the ideas of 
radical economic thinkers such as  
Marx, Keynes and Kalecki. This blend  
of the orthodox and the heterodox 
makes the Department one of the  
most stimulating places in the world  
in which to learn economics.

Founded in 1962, the Department of Economics at 
SOAS has long been famous for its critical approach 
to mainstream economic theory. Part of our 
mission is to ensure that all our students graduate 
with an excellent understanding of mainstream 
economic theory and the ability to apply modern 
quantitative techniques to a range of complex 
problems. However, and in contrast to the approach 
of most UK economics departments, we also equip 
our students with a proper understanding of the 
limitations of orthodox theory. For us, a proper 
economics education requires an understanding 
and appreciation of the criticism levelled at the 
orthodoxy by the great economic thinkers of the 
past two centuries, including Keynes, Marx, Kaldor, 
Schumpeter and Kalecki. For us, market failure is 
the norm rather than the exception, and economic 
development therefore requires a range of state 
interventions, not least selective industrial policy 
and managed rather than free trade. For us, a blend 
of activist fiscal and monetary policy is the solution 
to the problem of chronic unemployment, which 
aºicted the world economy in the 1930s and has 
done so again since 2007. We do not believe that the 
economic problems of any country, whether it be 
Kenya, China, Greece or the UK, can be understood 
without country-specific knowledge and experience. 
And for us, mathematics is a good servant but a bad 

master, and while technical expertise is important,  
it is no substitute for an understanding of institutions, 
structures and political economy.

When taught in this way, the study of economics is 
an exhilarating experience, not least because of the 
expertise of our sta¢. We have superb econometricians 
and economic theorists. We have made the study 
of countries as diverse as Bangladesh, Iran, the USA 
and Tanzania our life’s work, and we have a range 
of regional courses on o¢er that reflect this body of 
knowledge. We have experts on the economics of Karl 
Marx, Mao Zedong and Michal Kalecki. We will teach 
you about the limitations of the Eurozone and attempts 
to promote the development of similar systems in the 
Asia-Pacific region. And our sta¢ will introduce you 
to topics as diverse as environmental economics, the 
operation of central banks, fair trade schemes and the 
economics of labour migration.

Law and Social Sciences Degree Programmes
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Aparna Rao 
BSc Economics 

“My course is unique because it teaches both the 
financial and the development side of economics, 
which opens up a world of opportunities 
to those graduating from the course.

“SOAS is like no other university in the world 

in terms of the specialisation in the emerging 
economies. There is no better place to 
come and study for someone interested 
in making a di¢erence in the world!

“My advice to those thinking about studying 
at SOAS is: “Do it!” Visit the university 
and I assure you, you will fall in love with 
it the moment you come here!” 



BSc Economics 

BA Economics and…

UCAS Codes
For single-subject degree: L100/ BScE 
For two-subject degree codes: see page 172

Duration
3 or 4 years

May Be Combined With
African Studies, Arabic+, Burmese++, Chinese+, 
Development Studies, Geography*, Georgian, 
Hebrew+, History, Indonesian++, Japanese+, 
Japanese Studies, Korean+, Law, Linguistics, 
Middle Eastern Studies, Persian, Politics, Social 
Anthropology, South Asian Studies++, South 
East Asian Studies, Study of Religions, Swahili+, 
Thai++, Tibetan++, Turkish+, Vietnamese++

+ 4-year degree with (compulsory) 1 year spent abroad 
++ 3 or 4-year degree with option of 1 year abroad 

* Taught at King’s College London

Minimum Entry Requirements
See note page 159

A-levels: AAA-AAB (from 3 A-levels excluding 
General Studies)

IB: 37 points with 6/6/6 at Higher level

Mathematics at A-level or equivalent is desirable 
but not essential. Applicants who do not have 
A-level Mathematics should have at least a B 
at GCSE level. Applicants with non-standard 
qualifications may be invited for interview

Our undergraduate programmes in Economics 
provide the training in microeconomics, 
macroeconomics and quantitative methods that 
will enable you to pursue a successful career in 
an economics-related profession or to go on to 
postgraduate work in any branch of economics. 
However, the SOAS Economics Department is 
distinctive in offering a much more critical approach 
to economic theory than is on offer at most other 
UK universities. We are also distinctive in offering 
a broad portfolio of courses on development 
economics and poor countries. 

Taken in conjunction with language options or as 
part of a two-subject degree, these courses enable 
our students to graduate with a real insight into the 
economic problems faced by developing countries 
in Asia, the Middle East and sub-Saharan Africa. In 
addition, we have a cluster of staff who specialise 
in the field of finance, and who will be happy to 
pass on their understanding of the causes and 
consequences of the current global financial crisis. 
While the undergraduate degrees guide students 
towards courses that build on each other, the 
structure is flexible and allows for as much individual 
choice as is compatible with academic coherence.

The Department’s three undergraduate courses in 
quantitative methods encompass basic computing 
skills and the use of computers for specific numerical 
tasks. Basic statistical and mathematical applications 
are taught using Excel spreadsheets, while more 
advanced statistical applications are taught using Stata 
software. The Department recognises the importance 
of interactive computer-aided learning packages.

Structure

BSc Economics
As a single-subject degree, BSc Economics 
includes the following courses:

Year 1
•  Introduction to Economic Analysis 
•   Introduction to Quantitative Methods for 

Economists or Quantitative Methods for Economists 
•  Comparative Growth in Africa and Asia 
•   One open option from all the Year 1 

courses available across SOAS (including 
a wide range of language courses)

Year 2
•  Microeconomic Analysis
•  Macroeconomic Analysis
•   Econometrics or Quantitative Methods for 

Economists 
•   Issues in Development Economics OR Banking and 

Finance in Developing Countries OR International 
Economics OR one course from a range of options 
available in the Department and across SOAS 
(including languages)

Year 3
•  Econometrics (if not taken in Year 2)
•   Three (or four if Econometrics was taken in  

Year 2) courses from a wide range of optional 
courses including Global Economic Policy, 
Environmental Economics, History of Economic 
Thought, Gender Economics, Economic 
Development of the Asia-Pacific Region, Economic 
Development of Japan, Economic Development of 
China, Economic Development of the Middle East, 
Economic Development of South Asia, Economic 
Development of Africa, Applied Econometrics.

Alternatively, students may undertake an optional 
independent study project in their final year instead of 
one of the above units.

BA Economics and…
The two-subject degree combines economics  
with another discipline or language, including  
the following:

Other disciplines — African Studies, Development 
Studies, Geography (taught at King's College 
London), History, Law, Linguistics, Politics, Social 
Anthropology, South Asian Studies, South East Asian 
Studies, Study of Religions;

Languages — Arabic, Burmese, Chinese, Georgian, 
Hebrew, Hindi, Indonesian, Japanese, Korean, Nepali, 
Persian, Swahili, Thai, Turkish, Urdu, Vietnamese.

It should be noted that BA Development Studies and 
Economics and BSc Development Economics are 
different and distinct courses. A BA in Development 
Studies and Economics is a two-subject degree, in 
which approximately half the courses taken would  
be outside economics. However, students following  
a BSc course in Development Economics will take  
the majority of their courses within the Department  
of Economics, and only open option course units  
can be taken in another department.

Two-subject degrees take three or four years 
depending on the subject involved. Some two-subject 
courses in Economics and a language (like Japanese, 
Chinese or Arabic) take four years, and include one or 
two years of language alone and an extended visit to 
the country concerned. Others, like Economics and 
History, Politics or Urdu take only three years.

As with the single-subject degree, students taking a 
two-subject three-year degree must take four course 
units each academic year, making a total of twelve 
units. A minimum of four course units must normally 
be taken in the subject named second in the degree 
title and a minimum of five course units in the subject 
named first in the degree title. A maximum of seven 
course units can be taken in either subject.

For some two-subject degrees it is not possible to 
study economics in the second year of the degree 
course (e.g. Economics and Chinese). In such cases, 
the headings Year 1, Year 2 and Year 3 below do not 
apply strictly and should be interpreted as a guide  
to progression.

Year 1
The core unit:

•   Introduction to Economic Analysis (core and 
compulsory)

•   One compulsory unit: Introduction to Quantitative 
Methods for Economists (for those without A-level 
mathematics or equivalent)

or
•   Quantitative Methods for Economists (for those 

with A-level mathematics A or B equivalent) 

Year 2
Core unit:

•  Microeconomic  Analysis (core)

•  Macroeconomic Analysis (core)

•   Introduction to Quantitative Methods for 
Economists (for those without A-level 
mathematics or equivalent)(if not taken in year 1)

At least one of the following:

•   Quantitative Methods for Economists (if not 
already taken in Year 1)

•  Issues in Development Economics
•  Banking and Finance 
•  Econometrics
•  International Economics 

Degree Programmes Law and Social Sciences Law and Social Sciences Degree Programmes
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BSc Development Economics

UCAS Code
L172 BSc/DE

Duration
3 years

Minimum Entry Requirements
See note page 159

A-Levels: AAA (from 3 A-levels excluding 
General Studies)

IB: 37 points with 6/6/6 at Higher level

Applicants who do not have A-level Mathematics 
should have at least a B at GCSE level. Applicants 
with non-standard qualifications may be invited 
for interview. 

Year 3
•   Either Microeconomics OR Macroeconomics (if 

not taken in Year 2)
•   Quantitative Methods for Economists (if not taken 

in Year 2)

At least one from the following:

•   Global Economic Policy
•  Environmental Economics
•  History of Economic Thought
•  Gender Economics
•  Economic Development of the Asia-Pacific Region
•  Economic Development of Japan
•  Economic Development of China
•  Economic Development of the Middle East
•  Economic Development of South Asia
•  Applied Econometrics
•  Economic Development of Africa
•  Independent Study Project
•  Banking and Finance (if not taken in year 2)

BSc Development Economics is a three-year single-
subject degree. It provides a thorough grounding 
in economic theory and analysis, with an emphasis 
on the economics of developing countries. While 
introductory units in economics are followed in Year 
1, students in Years 2 and 3 take more specialised 
courses dealing with economic development as well 
as courses focusing on specific regions in Asia, Africa 
and the Middle East. No preliminary knowledge of the 
subject or of any region is required.

It should be noted that BSc Development Economics 
is separate from BA Economics and Development 
Studies. The Development Studies/Economics 
combination is a two-subject degree course in which 
half the courses taken may be outside the Department 
of Economics. BSc Development Economics students, 
however, will take the majority of their courses within  
the Department, with open options in other departments.

Structure
The single-subject degree BSc Development 
Economics includes the following courses:

Year 1
•  Introduction to Economic Analysis 
•   Introduction to Quantitative Methods for 

Economists or Quantitative Methods for 
Economists

•  Comparative Growth in Africa and Asia
•  One open option 

Year 2
•   Microeconomic Analysis (core)
•  Macroeconomic Analysis (core)
•  Issues in Development Economics (core)

Any one of the following:

•  QME (Quantitative Methods for Economists)
•  Econometrics
•  Banking and Finance in Economic Development
•  International Economics
•  One open option

Year 3
•   Quantitative Methods for Economists (if not taken in 

Year 2)
•   Three further options, with at least two courses 

focusing on a region in Africa and Asia
•  An open option may be taken

Graduate destinations
With a degree in Development Economics from 
SOAS you will have a grounding in analytical 
thinking, have acquired statistical and computing 
skills, and will have a familiarity with economic 
principles and their application to concrete 
situations required for work within international 
institutions and non-governmental organisations, 
business and industry, banking, accountancy, 
journalism, teaching and higher education, often 
with Asian, Middle Eastern or African links.

The degree also provides training in transferable 
skills, such as analytical and problem solving skills 
and written and oral communication skills, that are 
required to gain entry into a range of professional  
careers as well as preparing you for further studies 
either at SOAS or other institutions. 

Examples of the types of employers and career 
secured by graduates include: 

•   Government Economics Service:  
Assistant Economist 

•  National Audit Office: Assistant Auditor 
•  RBS: Credit Strategist 
•   Financial Ombudsman Service:  

Casework Support 
•   National Institute of Economics and  

Social Enterprise: Research Officer
•  JP Morgan: Investment Banking Analyst  

Students also go on to postgraduate study.

Above: John Maynard Keynes, a 
British economist whose ideas 
fundamentally changed the 
economic policies of governments 
worldwide, once lived a stone's 
throw from SOAS in Bloomsbury.

The distinctiveness of the BSc Development 
Economics degree at SOAS lies in the application 
of relevant theoretical concepts to real issues 
in the countries of Africa, Asia and the Middle 
East. Students develop expertise in the essential 
conceptual apparatus of economics, including the 
necessary statistical and econometrical tools, and 
gain a firm understanding of the basic theoretical  
and analytical issues.
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Department of 
Financial and Management Studies

Applicant/Place Ratio 
5:1

Number of Staff
30 academic, 38 teaching and scholarship,  
16 teaching and scholarship (fractional)

RAE
Please note, the REF 2014 results were being 
published as this prospectus went to print. Please 
see our website for further information. 
www.soas.ac.uk/ref2014/

Degrees
BSc International Management (China)
BSc International Management (China)  
(year abroad) 
BSc International Management (Japan and Korea) 
BSc International Management (Japan)  
(year abroad) 
BSc International Management (Middle East and 
North Africa) 
BSc International Management (Middle East and 
North Africa) (year abroad) 
BSc Management

More Information
www.soas.ac.uk/defims

The Department of Financial and 
Management Studies (DeFiMS) has a 
strong record in teaching and research in 
international management, finance and 
financial law, with specialist expertise 
in Asia and Africa — most notably, but 
not exclusively, China, Japan, Korea, the 
Middle East and North Africa.

DeFiMS currently o¢ers a range of undergraduate 
degrees in international management. Students 
taking a single-subject degree complete in three 
years; those taking a year abroad with a language 
complete in four years, spending Year 3 abroad, 
usually in one of our partner institutions in China or 
Japan or a country in the Middle East or North Africa.

The collective expertise of the Department provides 
a strong foundation for our BSc programmes in 
International Management. The structure of these 
degrees enables students to build on an international 
network of contacts in China, Japan, Korea, the 
Middle East, North Africa, Taiwan, the UK, Europe 
and elsewhere.

Note: The combined (two-subject) degrees BA 
South Asian Studies and International Management 
and BA South East Asian Studies and International 
Management, which include courses taught by 
DeFiMs, are o�ered by the Departments of South 
Asia and South East Asia respectively (see pages 
124–134).

Law and Social Sciences Degree Programmes
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Ayman Zaidi
BSc International Management  
(Middle East and North Africa)

“Management is a popular course o¢ered 
at many universities in the UK, but what 
makes this degree unique is the focus on a 
particular region in Asia or Africa. SOAS is 
also the only institution in the world o¢ering 
BSc International Management (MENA).

“London has given me a unique student life 
experience and the city also leaves you with a 
multitude of job opportunities after graduation. 

“SOAS is distinctive amongst other London 
universities because of the welcoming 
student and sta¢ community here. 

“SOAS is truly a “one out of a million” compared 
to other universities across the world 
because of the unique courses it has to o¢er, 
attracting students from every continent.”



BSc International Management (Japan)  
(year abroad)
This four-year programme provides students with 
a strong grounding in international management, 
specialist knowledge of business and management 
in Japan and competence in Japanese language. 
Students take courses in accounting, finance, 
managerial economics, marketing, corporate 
governance, research methods and international 
business strategy, together with specialist courses 
that draw on SOAS’s knowledge of management and 
finance in Japan. In addition, students take three full-
unit modules in Japanese and spend Year 3 abroad  
in one of our partner institutions in Japan. During  
their time at SOAS, students have the opportunity to 
take approved courses from other SOAS departments, 
such as Law, Politics, Economics and Language and 
Culture of Japan, providing a rich interdisciplinary 
learning environment.

BSc International 
Management (Middle East  
and North Africa)

BSc International 
Management (Middle East  
and North Africa) (Year Abroad)

UCAS Codes
For 3-year degree: NT15 BSc/IMMENA 
For 4-year degree: NT56 BSc/IMMENo

Duration
3 or 4 years

Minimum Entry Requirements
See note page 159

A-Levels: AAB (from 3 A-levels excluding  
General Studies)

IB: 35 points with 6/6/5 at Higher level

Plus a minimum of Grade B at GCSE Mathematics 
for those without A-level Mathematics.

BSc International Management (Middle East and 
North Africa)
This course provides students with a strong grounding 
in international management and specialist knowledge 
of business and management in the Middle East and 
North Africa. Students take courses in accounting, 
finance, managerial economics, marketing, corporate 
governance, research methods and international 
business strategy, together with specialist courses 
that draw on SOAS’s knowledge of management and 
finance in the Middle East and North Africa and their 
economic, historical and cultural contexts. 

BSc International Management (Middle East  
and North Africa) (year abroad)
This four-year programme provides students with 
a strong grounding in international management, 
specialist knowledge of business and management in 
the Middle East and North Africa and competence in 
Arabic language. Students take courses in accounting, 

BSc International Management (China)
This course provides students with a strong grounding 
in international management and specialist knowledge 
of business and management in China. Students take 
courses in accounting, finance, managerial economics, 
marketing, corporate governance, research methods 
and international business strategy, together with 
specialist courses that draw on SOAS’s knowledge of 
management and finance in China and its economic, 
historical and cultural contexts. 

BSc International Management (China) (year abroad)
Our four-year programme provides students with 
a strong grounding in international management, 
specialist knowledge of business and management  
in China, and competence in Chinese language. 
Students take courses in accounting, finance, 
managerial economics, marketing, corporate 
governance, research methods and international 
business strategy, together with specialist courses  
that draw on SOAS’s knowledge of management  
and finance in China. In addition, students take  

BSc International 
Management (China)

BSc International 
Management (China)  
(year abroad)

UCAS Codes
For 3-year degree: N290 BSc/IntMgt 
For 4-year degree: NT2C BSc/IMChin

Duration
3 or 4 years

Minimum Entry Requirements
See note page 159

A-Levels: AAB (from 3 A-levels excluding 
General Studies)

IB: 35 points with 6/6/5 at Higher level

Plus a minimum of Grade B at GCSE Mathematics  
for those without A-level Mathematics.

three full-unit modules in Chinese and spend Year 3 
abroad, normally in one of our partner institutions in 
China. During their time at SOAS, students have the 
opportunity to take approved courses from other  
SOAS departments, such as Law, Politics, Economics 
and China and Inner Asia, providing a rich 
interdisciplinary learning environment.

BSc International 
Management (Japan  
and Korea) 

BSc International 
Management (Japan)  
(year abroad)

UCAS Codes
For 3-year degree: NT12 BSc/IMJK 
For 4-year degree: NTC2 BSc/IntMan

Duration
3 or 4 years

Minimum Entry Requirements
See note page 159

A-Levels: AAB (from 3 A-levels excluding  
General Studies)

IB: 35 points with 6/6/5 at Higher level

Plus a minimum of Grade B at GCSE Mathematics 
for those without A-level Mathematics.

For students applying to the 4-year (year abroad) 
programme with Japanese Language, a good 
pass in a foreign language at A-level or equivalent 
is preferred.

BSc International Management (Japan and Korea)
This course provides students with a strong 
grounding in international management and specialist 
knowledge of business and management in Japan 
and Korea. Students take courses in accounting, 
finance, managerial economics, marketing, corporate 
governance, research methods and international 
business strategy, together with specialist courses  
that draw on SOAS’s knowledge of management  
and finance in Japan and Korea and their economic, 
historical and cultural context. 
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Graduate destinations
With a degree in Management from SOAS you 
will have specialist international focus and the 
skills needed to work effectively in finance, 
management and development within a global, 
multicultural context.

Graduates are equipped with advanced 
training and research expertise and have also 
gained a portfolio of widely transferable skills 
such as analysing and selecting information; 
communicating effectively; understanding and 
interpreting numerical data, numeracy and 
problem solving.

Former Financial and Management Studies 
students have gone on to professional and 
management careers in both the private and 
public sectors, as well as continuing in the field 
of research at SOAS or other institutions.

Destinations of recent graduates from  
this department immediately after  
graduation include:

•  Deloitte: Audit Associate
•  Lion Bridge: Freelance Interpreter
•  Business Monitor International: Risk Analyst
•  Richmond Council: Local Councillor
•  Bonhams: Trainee Catalogue Administrator
•  Education First: Operations Manager
•   Joseph Wishwell Institute Foundation: 

Project Director
•  Discovery Channel: SPNA Analyst
•  A & A: Export Operator
•   Swiss Chamber of Commerce: Marketing 

Assistant
•  Yomiuri Shimbun: Assistant Correspondent
•  PricewaterhouseCoopers: Accountant
•  HSBC: Global Markets Analyst
•  Invesco Perpetual: Product Manager
•   United Nations: Finance and Development 

Officer0 

Graduates will have a firm grasp of management 
disciplines that should place them in a good position 
to pursue a career in business, banking, consulting, 
media and other industries. Students who attain a first 
or upper second will be well-placed to embark on 
postgraduate study. The Department of Financial and 
Management Studies (DeFiMS) maintains close links 
with employers in the United Kingdom, and its focus 
regions. We expect that many of our graduates will 
move into manufacturing, banking, consulting, media, 
and other industries. 

Photography: The City of London

The BSc Management programme combines:

•   foundation disciplines (e.g. introductions to 
accounting, management economics, sociology, 
decision theory and information systems) 

•   management disciplines (e.g. human resource 
management, corporate finance, strategy, marketing, 
project management, corporate governance)

•   international management (e.g. cross-cultural 
management, organisational behaviour, 
international supply chain management, 
international strategy)

This programme provides students with a strong 
scientific grounding in management science alongside 
optional specialist knowledge of business and 
management in Asian and Middle East and North 
African (MENA) regions. Students take courses in 
management and organisational theory, accounting, 
finance, managerial economics, marketing, corporate 
governance, research methods and international 
business strategy, together with specialist courses 
that draw on SOAS’s knowledge of management and 
finance in the Asian and MENA regions. During their 
time at SOAS, students have the opportunity to take 
approved courses from other SOAS departments, 
such as Law, Politics, Economics and Languages and 
Cultures, providing a rich inter-disciplinary learning 
environment.

The programme aims to provide students with a 
conceptual understanding of the core principles of 
management theory, its application to organisations 
and the ability to apply this knowledge to real issues 
facing businesses and other organisations. 

BSc Management 
UCAS Codes
4G55

Duration
3 years

Minimum Entry Requirements
See note page 159

A-Levels: AAB (from 3 A-levels excluding 
General Studies)

IB: 35 points with 6/6/5 at Higher level

Plus a minimum of Grade B at GCSE Mathematics

finance, managerial economics, marketing, corporate 
governance, research methods and international 
business strategy, together with specialist courses 
that draw on SOAS’s knowledge of management and 
finance in the Middle East and North Africa. In addition, 
students take three full-unit modules in Arabic and 
spend Year 3 abroad in one of our partner institutions 
in the region. During their time at SOAS, students have 
the opportunity to take approved courses from other 
departments, such as Law, Politics, Economics and 
Language and Culture of the Near and Middle East 
and Africa, providing a rich interdisciplinary learning 
environment.

Degree Programmes Law and Social Sciences Law and Social Sciences Degree Programmes
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Department of 
History

Applicant/Place Ratio 
3:1

Number of Staff
19 academic, 1 teaching and scholarship,  
24 teaching and scholarship (fractional)

RAE
Please note, the REF 2014 results were being 
published as this prospectus went to print. 
Please see our website for further information.
www.soas.ac.uk/ref2014/

Degrees
BA History 
BA History and...

More Information
www.soas.ac.uk/history

History at SOAS o�ers a unique range 
of opportunities. Although many UK 
history departments have some courses 
relating to Africa, Asia and the Near and 
Middle East, SOAS alone has an entire 
department devoted to the study of  
the history of these regions.

The Department of History has been awarded 
consistently high ratings in the last three Research 
Assessment Exercises, reflecting our commitment 
to pioneering research in Asian, Middle Eastern and 
African history. This research informs and enhances 
our approach to teaching, as our students benefit 
from the direct engagement with a wide range of 
primary historical sources and novel approaches  
to the regions we study.

The Department is a large one, with members of 
sta¢ who are regional specialists. We aim to provide 
a broad introduction to history as a discipline and 
to historical themes, issues and methods as they 
relate to Africa, Asia and the non-European world 
in general. Our courses enable students to develop 
a detailed knowledge of the history of a particular 
region: Africa, the Near and Middle East, South Asia, 
East Asia or South East Asia. Alternatively, students 
are free to range across regions in order to develop 
a comparative knowledge of themes such as the 
history of Islamic societies or the history of the 
modern world. Optional intermediate-level courses 
on Latin American history taught at neighbouring 
University College London are also available.

Courses range chronologically from the early 
civilisations of India, China and Africa to the rise of 
Islam in the Middle East, the Mongol and Mughal 
empires, the era of European imperialism and on 
to the politics of decolonisation and postcolonial 
states in Asia and Africa. Some courses, such as 
‘The Making of the Model Middle East’, ‘Histories of 
Partition: India and Pakistan, 1947’ and ‘South East 
Asia during the Cold War’ focus on political history. 
Others focus on social, religious and/or cultural 
history, with o¢erings such as ‘Culture and Identity  
in Modern South Asia’, ‘Muslim Societies in West 
Africa’ and ‘Society, Environment and the State in  
the History of China’.

Ameera Layla 
BA History

“ My time at SOAS has been thoroughly 
enjoyable right from the start. I 
signed up for all sorts of societies 
and have made friends for life.

" Doing History at SOAS is incomparable 
because of its specialised courses. The 
lecturers are leading in their fields and their 
enthusiasm, positivity and passion is something 
I will never forget. They have been a great help 
whenever I have felt a challenge come my way. 

" SOAS is  a huge cultural mix - as if the whole 
world has come to meet at a single place in 
the heart of London. There is not a single thing 
I would change about my experience at SOAS.”
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BA History 

BA History and...
UCAS Codes
For single-subject degree: V100 BA/H 
For two-subject degree codes: see page 172

May Be Combined With
African Studies, Arabic+, Bengali+, Burmese++, 
Chinese+, Development Studies, Economics, 
Geography*, Georgian, Hebrew+, Hindi+, History 
of Art/Archaeology, Indonesian++, International 
Relations, Japanese+, Japanese Studies, Korean+, 
Law, Linguistics, Music, Nepali+, Persian, 
Politics, Sanskrit, Social Anthropology, South 
Asian Studies, South East Asian Studies, Study  
of Religions, Swahili+, Thai++, Tibetan,  
Turkish+, Vietnamese++ 

+ 4-year degree with (compulsory) 1 year abroad 
++ 3 or 4-year degree with option of 1 year abroad 

* Taught at King’s College London

Duration
3 or 4 years

Minimum Entry Requirements
See note page 159

A-Levels: AAB - ABB (from 3 A-levels excluding 
General Studies)

IB: 35 points with 6/6/5 at Higher level

Structure
The single-subject and two-subject programmes  
are structured as follows:

Year 1
Six courses are offered: ‘Approaches to History’, 
which combines a broad introduction to the study 
of the Asian and African past with the learning of key 
skills, and five courses that survey the history of each 
of our specialist regions: Africa, the Near and Middle 
East, South Asia, East Asia and South East Asia. Single-
subject students take either four introductory-level 
history courses (including ‘Approaches to History’),  
or three introductory history courses (again, including 
‘Approaches’) and one open option. Two-subject 
degree students normally take two introductory 
courses (either ‘Approaches to History’ and one 
regional introduction, or two regional introductions) 
and two courses from their other department. 

Photography: Candi Borobudur, Indonesia by Leighanne Elizabeth Murray

Graduate destinations
As a SOAS History graduate you will have 
developed specialised knowledge of the 
history and broad cultural sensibilities of a 
region, which together with transferable skills 
gained during your studies, will prepare you 
for a successful career in a variety of sectors; 
government, international organisations, 
finance, business, management and media. 

The degree also provides training in 
transferable skills, such as analytical and 
problem solving skills and written and oral 
communication skills, that are required to gain 
entry into a range of professional  careers as 
well as will prepare you for further studies 
either at SOAS or other institutions. 

Examples of the types of employers and career 
secured by graduates include: 

•  United Nations: Research Officer
•  House of Lords: Executive Assistant 
•   Embassy of the Republic of Korea: 

Researcher 
•  Writing Solutions:  Writer and Editor 
•  Mama Youth: Production Coordinator 
•  Eagle Commodities: Junior Analyst 
•  Maghreb Institute: Logistics Helper 

Graduates have also gone on to postgraduate 
study in a range of areas including Human 
Rights Law, Development and History.

Year 2
Around fifteen intermediate-level courses are usually 
on offer in any given year. Single-subject students 
take either four intermediate-level history courses, 
or three such courses and one open option. Two-
subject degree students typically take two history 
courses and two courses from their other department, 
but may also substitute one of these courses for an 
open option. Intermediate-level courses are designed 
to build on the broad knowledge students will have 
acquired from introductory courses by focusing on 
particular periods, regions and/or themes. Examples 
typically include ‘Society and Culture in Twentieth-
Century Africa’, ‘The Middle East in the Period of the 
Crusades’, ‘Gandhi and Gandhiism’, ‘Modern Japan’ 
and ‘Islamic Reformism in South East Asia’.

Year 3
Four courses are also taken in the final year. Students 
select from a combination of advanced-level courses, 
all of which are accompanied by a 10,000-word 
dissertation element (which counts as a full course 
unit), and intermediate-level courses. Advanced-
level courses are focused on the use of original 
historical sources, and examples include ‘Opium 
& Empires: China’s Narcotic Trade and Culture in 
Global Context (1570-1950)’, ‘Violence, Identity and 
Politics in Modern East and Northeast Africa’ and 
‘City and Country in Modern Japan’. Single-subject 
students are required to take an advanced-level 
course plus a 10,000-word dissertation, which 
provides them with the opportunity to develop their 
own original research projects and to undertake work 
in archives. Two-subject students have the option of 
taking an advanced-level course and dissertation. All 
students have the option of taking an independent 
study project, which also takes the form of a 10,000-
word dissertation based on original research but which 
is not attached to a particular course.

Students taking a two-subject degree combining 
history with some languages (such as Arabic and 
Chinese) take a four-year degree, including a study 
year abroad in either Year 2 or Year 3.
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Drawing on literary, language 
and linguistics expertise from 
across the School, SOAS has 
been able to launch its first inter-
departmental degree in BA English. 

English is a global language. It is used 
as a first, second and foreign language 
by close to one billion people around 
the world. Its global reach has made it 
one of the most successful means of 
international communication in history. 
Global English has also created a rich 
tapestry of literatures in English and 
given rise to many di�erent varieties 
of English, from pidgin to creole.

BA English is a new and exciting addition to 
SOAS's undergraduate degree programmes. The 
degree explores many facets of English as a world 
language and places English language and literature 
firmly in their historical and global contexts. 

You will

•  study the history of English and its spread  
around the world 

•  analyse how English has been shaped and  
adapted by di¢erent cultures 

•  learn how Shakespeare's plays have influenced  
the world 

•  study literatures in English from around the globe

You will also reap all the benefits you would expect 
from a high-quality BA English degree taught with 
a global dimension in a university at the forefront 
of international and multicultural studies.

The School is also pleased to introduce 
its new BA Global Liberal Arts in 2016. 

The programme allows you to immerse 
yourself in a variety of disciplines ranging 
from politics, development and history 
to languages, literature and film.

You’ll study a wide range of courses from the 
humanities, social sciences, and area studies, 
ensuring you are equipped with a broad range of 
skills for the future, whether that be in further study, 
or as part of the career path you choose to take.

Inter-Departmental  
Degree Programmes
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Year 2
The core module in the second year follows 
the global trajectory of the novel:

•  The novel and its others

Other course options include a further course 
on Issues in World Englishes, Intercultural 
Communication, Fictions of History, courses on 
Asian and African literatures (both in English and 
in translation), and options in Linguistics, cinema, 
media, society, or another language unit.

Year 3 
In the final year students will write a dissertation, 
which will include training sessions on literary theory 
and writing and research skills. They will have a 
choice of advanced literature courses on postcolonial 
literature, transnational literature, and a special 
author. On the Linguistics side, they may choose 
Psychology of Multilingualism and/or Development 
Communication.  Students also have the option of 
taking another regional literature, cinema, or media 
course, another language unit or an open option.

BA English and...

UCAS Codes
Q300 BAENG

Duration
4 years

May Be Combined With
Arabic, Burmese, Chinese, Hebrew, Hindi, 
Indonesian, Japanese, Korean, Nepali, Persian, 
Swahili, Thai, Tibetan, Turkish, Urdu, Vietnamese

Minimum Entry Requirements
A-Levels: AAB (from 3 A-levels excluding 
General Studies)

IB: 35 points with 6/6/5 at Higher level

Subjects Preferred:  
A foreign language at A Level, or equivalent,  
is preferred.

Structure
Year 1
Compulsory Courses

•  English in the Global World

and one of the following courses:

•  Ways of Reading: Introduction to Critical Theory
•  Global Shakespeare
•  Two units in your chosen language
N.B. Students enrolled on BA English and Arabic or 
BA English and Chinese take the compulsory English 
course and three language units in Year 1.

Year 2
Compulsory Courses

•  Ways of Reading: Introduction to Critical Theory
•  Global Shakespeare

and one unit from the following:

•  The novel and its others
•  Intercultural communication and interaction
•  Issues in World Englishes
•  History in African and Caribbean literature

Or one regional literature course (see the list below)

Two further units in your chosen language

Year 3
Year Abroad for students taking this degree as 
combined honours with BA Arabic, BA Hebrew, Hindi 
Pathway, BA Japanese, Nepali Pathway, BA Persian, 
BA Swahili, BA Tibetan, BA Turkish and Urdu Pathway. 
For students combining the degree with BA Chinese, 
BA South East Asian Studies and BA Korean the Year 
Abroad will take place in Year 2.

Year 4
Compulsory Courses

BA Dissertation in English and one unit from the 
following:

•  Empire and the Postcolonial: 
Race, Genders, Sexualities 

•  Southern Spaces 
•  A Special Author 
•  Development Communication
•  Contemporary African literature 
•  War, Revolution and Independence in South 

East Asian Literatures in Translation 
•  The City and the Countryside in 

South East Asian Literatures 
•  Persian Poetry in Translation 

BA English
UCAS Codes
Q300 BAENG

Duration
3 years

May Be Combined With
Asian or African language. 

Minimum Entry Requirements
A-Levels: AAB (from 3 A-levels excluding 
General Studies)

IB: 35 points with 6/6/5 at Higher level

Subjects Preferred:  
English Language or English Literature A level 
or IB equivalent is required

For more information visit the BA English 
webpage at www.soas.ac.uk/english

The programme consists of compulsory modules 
on key thematic concerns but with the flexibility 
to choose courses on either language, linguistics, 
literature or a combination of them. Students will 
also be able to combine English with an Asian or 
African language and/or region and take courses on 
cinema, development, migration, diaspora, etc.

Structure
Year 1
The first year consists of three compulsory modules: 

•  English in the Global World
•  Global Shakespeare
•  Ways of Reading: Introduction to Critical Theory

The fourth unit can be a language course or an 
introductory course on the culture of Asia/Africa.

•  Literary Traditions and Culture of Korea
•  Trajectories of Modernity in 20th 

Century Korean Literature

Plus two further units in your chosen language

Graduate destinations
This degree provide a grounding in intercultural 
communication coupled with analytical 
thinking, required for work within journalism, 
advertising, marketing and communications, 
publishing, copywriting and education. 
Graduates will also find employment in 
international education and international 
charity, NGOs and social enterprise areas.

Degree Programmes Languages and Cultures Languages and Cultures Degree Programmes
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Graduate destinations
The course is designed to give students the 
knowledge and skills to succeed in a broad 
range of professions, across the public and 
private sectors.  Employers are increasingly 
asking for evidence of the adaptability and 
flexibility needed in the rapidly changing world 
of work, which the interdisciplinary nature 
of this programme will provide.  Graduates 
will find a wide range of professions and 
opportunities open to them, including business, 
charities, the civil service, consultancy, 
the creative industries, education, finance, 
government, the heritage sector, journalism, 
law, PR and marketing, and publishing.  The 
degree will also provide a strong foundation 
for those wishing to pursue further study at 
postgraduate level.

BA Global Liberal Arts  
(subject to approval)
UCAS Codes
To be confirmed

Duration
3 years

Minimum Entry Requirements
See note page 159

A-Levels: AAB-ABB (from 3 A-levels excluding 
General Studies)

IB: 36-33 points, with 6/6/5 - 5/5/5 at Higher 
level

The new BA in Global Liberal Arts is broad but 
rigorous, allowing you to choose courses from a 
rich variety of disciplines in the humanities, social 
sciences, and area studies, in order to acquire the 
knowledge, skills, and tools you need for further 
study and employment in today’s globalizing world. 

You will take courses that make you think about the 
past and present of the world as a whole, as well 
as courses that allow you to develop an in-depth 
knowledge of a particular region in Asia, Africa and 
the Middle East, in disciplines ranging from politics 
and development to history, literature and film.  You 
will have an opportunity to pursue the study of one 
of the many Asian and African languages taught at 
SOAS, providing a foundation that allows you to 
access the world beyond English. You will also take a 
series of practical courses, culminating in your final 
year in a piece of independent research on 
a subject of your own choosing. 

The three-year programme allows you to study 
the world and regions outside the West, which will 
determine the shape of our common future, and so 
to think critically and imaginatively about the issues 
and problems facing the world as a whole. It will 
equip you with the skills and experience you need to 
move on, either to further academic or professional 
study, in Europe, North America, or Asia, Africa and 
the Middle East, or to employment in a wide range of 
professions and fields.

Structure
Please note: at the time of publication, the 
curriculum for this degree was in the process of 
being finalised.  Some of the following details may 
therefore change and the courses listed as examples 
are illustrative, but the structure of the programme 
and the distribution of the elements will remain as 
follows.  You are encouraged to contact the School 
for further details.

Year 1
•   Core course: Understanding the World,  

Past and Present
•   One unit drawn from the introductory courses  

to the five regions we study at SOAS: Africa,  
Near and Middle East, South Asia, Southeast Asia, 
and East Asia

•   One unit of language, drawn from: Amharic, 
Arabic, Bengali, Burmese, Chinese, Hausa, Hindi, 
Indonesian, Japanese, Korean, Nepali, Persian, 
Sanskrit, Swahili, Thai, Urdu, Vietnamese, Yoruba, 
Zulu

•   One unit in qualitative thinking and quantitative 
methods 

Year 2
•   One unit drawn from intermediate courses in 

global studies, eg: Development and Conflict; 
Economics of Developing Countries; Religion  
and Gender

•   One unit drawn from intermediate courses in 
regional studies, eg: Japanese Art; Law and Society 
in Africa; The Making of the Modern Middle East

•   One unit of language or intermediate course in 
literary and cultural studies

•  One unit in research methods and project design

Year 3
•   One unit drawn from advanced courses in global 

studies, eg: Environmental Law; Key Concepts 
in Global Capitalism; Psychoanalysis and 
Anthropology

•   One unit drawn from advanced courses in regional 
studies, eg: Cinemas of the Middle East and 
North Africa; Pentecostalism in Africa; East Asian 
Development Revisited

•   One unit of language or advanced course in 
literary and cultural studies

•  Dissertation

Degree Programmes Languages and Cultures Languages and Cultures Degree Programmes
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Department of the Languages and Cultures of 

Japan and Korea

Applicant/Place Ratio 
7:1

Number Of Staff 
9 academic, 6 teaching and scholarship,  
12 teaching and scholarship (fractional)

RAE
Please note, the REF 2014 results were being 
published as this prospectus went to print. 
Please see our website for further information.
www.soas.ac.uk/ref2014/

Degrees
BA Japanese
BA Japanese and…
BA Japanese Studies
BA Japanese Studies and…
BA Korean
BA Korean and…

More Information
www.soas.ac.uk/japankorea

The Department of Japan and Korea 
welcomes students who are keen to 
study Japan or Korea in depth. We o�er 
excellent language training, as well as 
a wide range of courses on culture and 
society, including literature, linguistics, 
history film/television and popular 
culture, within the Department and in 
other departments at SOAS. 

The Department provides tuition in the languages, 
literatures, histories, cultures and societies of Japan 
and Korea. 

Learning the languages of these cultures is essential 
for study at any level, and all students and sta¢ of the 
Department are expected to develop and maintain a 
high level of language competence in Japanese and/
or Korean. Students are o¢ered a broad knowledge  
of the cultures through a variety of courses within  
the Department and in other departments at SOAS, 
both through language-based units and through such 
disciplines as literature, linguistics, film and media 
studies, history, religion, philosophy, art, economics 
and politics and social anthropology. In addition, 
all students on Japanese and Korean BA degree 
programmes are required to spend time during their 
course at an educational institution in the country of 
their study.*

The Japan section o¢ers two BA degrees, each with 
distinct paths of single or two-subject honours. The BA 
Japanese (single and two-subject) o¢ers tuition that 
combines intensive study of the written and spoken 
language along with lecture courses that focus on 
the diversity of Japan’s rich and sophisticated culture. 
The high number of specialists in the study of Japan, 
located in various departments across SOAS, make  
this one of the largest Japanese studies programmes 
in the world. 

The Korean section o¢ers the BA Korean degree 
(single and two-subject), which combines study of 
the written and spoken language along with lecture 
courses that focus on Korean culture, society, 
literature and history. It provides intensive training 
in the language and aims to impart to its students 
an understanding of pre-modern Korean tradition, 
sensitivity to Korea’s experiences under Japanese 
colonial rule (1910–1945) and during the Korean  
War, and the tools with which to interpret modern 
Korean culture and society in the West.

* The BA Japanese Studies (single and two-subject) degree 

does not include a period of study abroad and students are 

required to take only a minimum amount of language units. 

Students focus on the study of Japan through the courses 

on o�er at SOAS. The degree is meant to serve students with 

minimal Japanese language expertise/interest, and also 

students who already have advanced Japanese language 

skills. Japanese Studies can now be taken as a four-year 

degree with Chinese or Korean, with a year abroad in China 

or Korea.

Ana Luiza Olanescu  
BA Japanese and Geography

“Studying at SOAS is life changing. The people 
and the environment have helped me develop my 
view of the world and carved a path for me in life!

“SOAS is a unique institution not only through 
its degrees, but also through the diversity of 

people that you meet here. My department 
is more like a family, the teachers are warm 
and caring, and they know how to maintain 
our curiosity for learning new things.

“London is the city of cities: from the diversity of 
entertainment districts to world economic centres, 
London has all the necessary facilities to develop 
as a student, and has inspired me to think big!“
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BA Japanese

BA Japanese and…

UCAS Codes
For single-subject degree: T210 BA/J 
For two-subject degree codes: see page 172

Duration
4 years

May Be Combined With
Chinese Studies, Economics, English, 
Geography*, History, History of Art/Archaeology, 
International Relations, Korean, Linguistics, 
Music, Politics, Social Anthropology, Study of 
Religions 

* Taught at King’s College London

Minimum Entry Requirements
See note page 159

A-Levels: AAB (from 3 A-levels excluding 
General Studies)

IB: 35 points with 6/6/5 at Higher level

No prior knowledge of the language or the 
region is required, but preference is given to 
students who have studied at least one foreign 
language at A-level or its equivalent.

BA Japanese is a four-year degree (with Year 3 spent 
at a university in Japan) and combines intensive 
language study with considerable exposure to 
Japan’s rich and sophisticated culture.

The single-subject degree provides students with 
the highest level of competence in all aspects of the 
written and spoken language, and with a familiarity 
with Japanese culture, both classical and modern.

Photography: Shinto Wedding, Japan by George Tselios

Structure
The outline structure of the single-subject BA 
Japanese programme is as follows:

Year 1
Intensive Japanese language study, a course on 
Japanese history/culture and a choice of options 
related to Japan or other subjects.

Year 2
Further intensive language study, courses on 
Japanese literature and introduction to classical 
language and a course on contemporary Japanese 
culture. There is also the opportunity to take an  
open option outside the Department.

Year 3
Year abroad at a Japanese university.

Year 4
Independent study project, two courses on Japanese 
literature, media or history using original Japanese 
sources, as well as opportunities for an additional option.

This is a three-year degree (four years in combination 
with Chinese or Korean) and does not include a year 
of study in Japan. It requires less intensive study of 
the Japanese language than the BA Japanese — a 
smaller number of language classes can be taken at 
various levels of proficiency, from complete beginner 
to very advanced. 

The degree provides wide-ranging coverage of 
disciplines taught by specialists in the Japan section 
(pre-modern and modern literature, theoretical and 
applied linguistics, history, religion, film and media 
studies and popular culture), and allows access to the 
disciplinary expertise of other Japan-related specialists 
across the School. It thus enables students to structure 
their course of study with great flexibility, and to 
develop and pursue their own individual interests.

BA Japanese Studies

BA Japanese Studies and…

UCAS Codes
For single-subject degree: T200 BA/Jap 
For two-subject degree codes: see page 172

Duration
3 years, or 4 years in combination with  
BA Chinese or BA Korean (in which the student 
spends a year abroad in China or Korea)

May Be Combined With
Chinese, Economics, History, History of Art/
Archaeology, International Relations, Korean, 
Linguistics, Music, Politics, Social Anthropology, 
Study of Religions

Minimum Entry Requirements
See note page 159

A-Levels: AAB (from 3 A-levels excluding 
General Studies)

IB: 35 points with 6/6/5 at Higher level

No prior knowledge of the language is required, 
but a foreign language at A-level or its equivalent 
is desirable. In principle, all mature students, all 
Japanese nationals and all students with one or 
more Japanese parents are invited for interview.

Structure
BA Japanese Studies typically has the following 
outline structure:

Year 1 
Japanese language, Japanese history/culture  
and options to choose courses on Japan from 
various disciplines.

Year 2 
Japanese language, Japanese contemporary  
studies, Japanese literature and options to choose 
courses on Japan from various disciplines.

Year 3 
Independent study project and options to take  
further language courses and courses on Japan  
from various disciplines.

Languages and Cultures of Japan and Korea Degree ProgrammesDegree Programmes Languages and Cultures of Japan and Korea 
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BA Korean

BA Korean and…

UCAS codes
For single-subject degree: T415 BA/K 
For two-subject degree codes: see page 172

Duration
4 years

May Be Combined With
Chinese (Modern and Classical), Chinese 
Studies, Development Studies, Economics, 
English, Geography*, History, History of 
Art/Archaeology, Indonesian, International 
Relations, Japanese, Japanese Studies, Law, 
Linguistics, Music, Politics, Social Anthropology, 
Study of Religions 

* Taught at King’s College London

Minimum Entry Requirements
See note page 159

A-Levels: AAB (from 3 A-levels excluding 
General Studies)

IB: 35 points with 6/6/5 at Higher level  
(with Europe pathway)

No prior knowledge of the language or the 
region is required, but preference is given to 
students who have studied at least one foreign 
language at A-level or its equivalent.

The degree is designed to provide a comprehensive 
overview and understanding of Korea and Korean 
culture by combining instruction in language with 
teaching of literature and history. On completion 
of their studies, students should have a strong 
command of spoken and written forms of Korean.  
In addition to thorough training in the language, 
the degree aims to impart to its students knowledge 
of pre-modern traditions and the tools with which  
to interpret modern Korean society.

Photography: A traditional Korean folk performance at Gyeongbok Palace 
by Sangmonori

Structure
The outline structure of the BA Korean degree  
is as follows:

Year 1 
Intensive study of Korean language, a course on 
Korean culture/history, classical or modern, and  
a choice of an option.

Year 2 
Year abroad currently at Korea University in Seoul.

Year 3
Advanced study of Korean language, culture, 
modern literature and modern society, as well as 
the opportunity to take open options from other 
departments or disciplines.

Year 4 
Independent study project, advanced readings 
in Korean literature, culture and modern society, 
translation and linguistics, and opportunities to  
take open options from other departments or 
disciplines. 

Photography: Kansai, Japan by Beatrice Shoemaker

Graduate destinations
A degree in Languages and Cultures from 
SOAS will provide you with a competitive edge 
within both public and private sector. The 
multidisciplinary study of language, literature, 
history, cinema, politics, economics or law 
has a track record of helping our graduates 
secure jobs within government, international 
organisations, finance, business, management, 
media, culture and education. 

The degree also provides training in 
transferable skills, such as analytical and 
problem solving skills, required in job roles 
such as researcher and analyst, but will also 
give you the training necessary to continue 
within the field of research either at SOAS or 
other institutions.

Examples of the types of career secured by 
recent graduates include:

•   British Government: Personal Assistant to 
Government Minister

•  English National Opera: Marketing Trainee
•  Sega Europe: Brand Marketer
•  PricewaterhouseCoopers:  Accountant
•  Bank of Tokyo: Associate HR
•   Tokyo — Newspapers:  

Assistant Correspondent
•  The Rickety Press: Chef
•  Bloomberg: Financial Analyst
•  Flamingo Research: Research Executive
•   Daiwa Anglo Japanese Foundation:  

Events assistant
•  Square Enix: Game Designer
•  Pokemon International Company: Translator
•   Baoding Foreign Language Middle School of 

Hebei Province: Teacher
•  Deloitte & Touche: Associate Tax Adviser
•  Japanese Government: Translator
•  JET Programme: Translator
•  JET: English Language Assistant
•  Nihon Shokken: Field Representative

Languages and Cultures of Japan and Korea Degree ProgrammesDegree Programmes Languages and Cultures of Japan and Korea 
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School of 

Law

Applicant/Place Ratio 
15:1

Number of Staff
The SOAS School of Law academic sta¢  
comprises 29 full-time academics, approximately 
20 visiting professors, visiting fellows and other 
part-time teachers.

RAE
Please note, the REF 2014 results were being 
published as this prospectus went to print. 
Please see our website for further information.
www.soas.ac.uk/ref2014/

Degrees
LLB Law 
BA Law and... 
Senior Status LLB  
LLB English Law and…  

More Information
www.soas.ac.uk/law

A SOAS Law degree is a passport to 
a wide range of careers. SOAS Law 
students are equipped with a sound 
knowledge of English law and, through 
SOAS's wealth of regional expertise, gain 
valuable insight into comparative and 
international law. Students can choose 
the LLB pathway or take a BA degree 
with Law and another subject, including 
a wide range of languages.

The specialist knowledge we o¢er at SOAS enables 
students to fine-tune their programme in light of 
their career ambitions. All students develop a range 
of transferable skills, including critical judgement, 
problem solving and the ability to formulate sound 
written and oral arguments. Our degree courses 
o¢er students the analytical tools they will need to 
understand, interpret and explain complex matters. As 
a result, SOAS Law students follow many professional 
paths (see Graduate destinations on page 101). They 
enter the legal profession in the UK and overseas, 
pursue careers in business, government and the third 
sector, or progress to postgraduate education all over 
the world. 

The School of Law o¢ers a qualifying law degree under 
the rules of the Law Society and the Bar Council of 
England and Wales. In addition to providing students 
with expert coverage of English law, the School also 
boasts an unrivalled concentration of specialists in the 
laws of Asian, African and Middle Eastern countries, 
with additional expertise in the areas of comparative 
law, human rights law, transnational commercial law, 
environmental law and international law.

Lecturers in the School are acknowledged experts  
in their fields, writing a number of the leading 
textbooks used by students in their studies, and  
they remain at the forefront of both professional as  
well as interdisciplinary expertise. In addition to the 
large variety of publications produced by individual 
members of sta¢, the School of Law leads and edits a 
number of influential academic publications including:

•  The Journal of African Law
•  The Yearbook of Islamic and Middle Eastern Law
•  The Journal of Comparative Law 
•  Muslim World Journal of Human Rights 

Sta¢ also maintain close links with professional 
practice and have first-hand knowledge of the  
latest developments in business, government,  
non-government and international organisations. 
Each year, the School also attracts a number of 
world-renowned practitioners and scholars joining 
as research fellows or visiting instructors.

The School has long been recognised as a  
world-class centre for the study of, and research  
into transnational, international and comparative  
law in Asia, Africa and the Middle East. Today, its  
sta¢ carry on that tradition in a new, globalised 
context and contribute to the development of the  
vital disciplines of law for the 21st century.
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In addition to students from the UK, the School also 
attracts students from across the world (50 per cent  
of SOAS students come from overseas) and is home  
to a thriving research community, including the Centre 
for East Asian Law, the Centre for Law and Conflict, 
the Centre for Ethnic Minority Studies, the Law, 
Environment and Development Centre, the Centre 
for the Study of Colonialism, Empire and International 
Law, and the Centre of Islamic and Middle Eastern 
Law. In every area, the School's courses are designed 
not only to introduce students to the general fields 
of law that relate to England and Wales, but also 
to give students an understanding of how generic 
legal structures and processes may operate in both 
Western and non-Western social and cultural settings, 
with particular attention to the legal systems of the 
developing world.

The undergraduate body is a valued and critical 
component in the School’s community of scholars. 
Much is expected from students, who are required to 
contribute to the life of the School as active learners 
and participants. Students should expect to work 
some 40 hours each week during term. This includes 
attendance, participation and preparation for 
lectures, tutorials, seminars and Moot court. It will 
rarely be easy; but we believe requiring students to 
work hard in a rigorous but supportive environment is 
the best way to enable you to achieve your potential 
and get the most from your investment in your future.

The LLB is a single-subject qualifying law degree, 
usually chosen by those wishing to pursue a  
career in law.

Structure
All students take a total of four units per year. The 
structure of the degree programme is as follows:

Year 1 
Students must take four compulsory courses:

•  Introduction to Law and Legal Processes
•  Legal Systems of Asia and Africa
•  Law of Contracts
•  Criminal Law

LLB Law

UCAS Codes
M100 LLB

Duration
3 years

Minimum Entry Requirments
See note pages on page 159

A-Levels: A*AA-AAA  
(from 3 A-levels excluding General Studies).

IB: 37 points with 6/6/6 at Higher level.

Applicants with standard qualifications (such 
as A levels, International Baccalaureate or 
other High School qualifications considered 
equivalent to A levels) are not required to take 
the National Admissions Test for Law (LNAT), 
but the School of Law will consider making 
lower offers (eg AAA, AAB, ABB or 37, 36, 35 in 
International Baccalaureate) to candidates who 
do so and perform promisingly in that test.

We welcome applicants with non-standard 
qualifications (including Access to Higher 
Education Diploma and Foundation Courses 
all of whom are required to take the National 
Admissions Test for Law (LNAT).

Year 2 
Students must take two compulsory courses:

•  Law of Tort
•  Public Law 

Students will also take two additional units from the 
list on page 100-101. Students wishing to study Law 
of Property are advised to take it in Year 2.

Year 3
Students take four units from the list of courses on 
page 104.

Note: The courses ‘Equity and Offshore’, ‘European 
Human Rights Law/EU Law’ and ‘Law of Property’ are 
not compulsory within the SOAS Law programmes, 
but they must be passed by students in order 
to gain exemption from the academic stage of 
professional legal training.

Exemption from the academic stage of 
professional legal training 
The SOAS LLB is recognised by the Law Society 
and the Bar Council for the purpose of completion 
of professional legal training. These bodies have 
requirements for recognition over and above the 
School’s criteria for the award of the LLB degree. 
Those students who want an exemption from 
the academic stage of professional legal training 
can easily do this by taking the courses Equity and 
Offshore, European Human Rights Law/EU Law  
and Law of Property in addition to compulsory  
LLB courses.

Note for transfer students
The only applicants who may apply for entry to Year 
2 of the LLB degree are external students of the 
University of London. They should apply to UCAS 
and must pass all four papers of the intermediate 
examination of the LLB. These papers must all be 
taken on one occasion, and candidates must obtain 
a total of at least 200 marks overall with at least 50 
marks in all four papers. Please note that applicants 
who meet this criterion are not guaranteed admission 
to SOAS, as the School considers the whole UCAS 
application and not just the LLB examination results. 
You should also note that places on Year 2 of the LLB 
are limited and therefore early application is advised.

Law and Social Sciences Degree Programmes
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BA Law and…

UCAS Codes
See page 172

Duration
3 or 4 years

May Be Combined With
African Studies, Arabic+, Burmese++, Chinese+, 
Development Studies, Economics, Geography*, 
Georgian, Hebrew+, History, History of Art/
Archaeology, Indonesian++, Korean+, Linguistics, 
Persian, Politics, Social Anthropology, South 
Asian Studies++, South East Asian Studies, 
Study of Religions, Swahili+, Thai++, Turkish+, 
Vietnamese++

+ 4-year degree with (compulsory) 1 year abroad 
++ 3 or 4-year degree with option of 1 year abroad 

* Taught at King’s College London

Minimum entry requirements
A-Levels: A*AA-AAA (from 3 A-levels excluding 
General Studies)

IB: 37 points with 6/6/6 at Higher level

Applicants with standard qualifications (such 
as A levels, International Baccalaureate or 
other High School qualifications considered 
equivalent to A levels) are not required to take 
the National Admissions Test for Law (LNAT), 
but the School of Law will consider making 
lower offers (eg AAA, AAB, ABB or 37, 36, 35 in 
International Baccalaureate) to candidates who 
do so and perform promisingly in that test. 

We welcome applicants with non-standard 
qualifications (including Access to Higher 
Education Diploma and Foundation Courses 
all of whom are required to take the National 
Admissions Test for Law (LNAT).

Senior Status LLB 

UCAS Code
M102

Duration
2 years

Minimum entry requirements
Applicants should have a first or good 
second class honours bachelors degree 
from a UK university, or equivalent, in 
any non-law subject. As an approximate 
comparison, an equivalent BA from a 
US university would have a Grade Point 
Average of either 3.2 or its equivalent.

Applicants with non-standard qualifications 
may be invited for an interview.

rather than lead you straight towards professional 
legal practice, and it is unlikely that you will be 
able to take the number of subjects necessary to 
gain exemption from the academic stage of legal 
training. Those who wish to qualify as a practicing 
lawyer are normally advised to apply for the LLB 
degree, the most straightforward way to qualify  
as a solicitor or barrister in England and Wales. 

Structure
The structure of the two-subject degree programme 
is as follows:

Year 1 
If the student’s other subject has three compulsory 
units (most language courses), then the core unit 
‘Legal systems of Asia and Africa’ must be taken. If the 
other subject has two compulsory units then both 
legal systems of Asia and Africa’ and ‘Introduction to 
Law and Legal Processes’ must be taken.

Years 2, 3 and 4 
If ‘Introduction to Law and Legal Processes’ has not 
been taken in Year 1 it must be taken in Year 2. There 
are no other compulsory law units in the degree and 
units can be chosen from the list of law courses and 
from other SOAS departments.

The BA two-subject degree is designed to allow 
you to gain insight into certain areas of legal 
knowledge in combination with another discipline, 

Sarosh Sethna 
LLB Law

“I was looking to study at a university 
that had global credentials, a progressive 
educational outlook and that in some way 
or another, had unparalleled expertise 
in major fields.  I found that SOAS 
was exactly what I was looking for!

“My course is unique because it teaches 
students how to think like a lawyer on 
a global comparative basis. This skill is 
becoming increasingly sought after due 
to globalisation and the expansion of 
the industry into emerging markets.

“The law department is great because 
it works consciously to help us 
students further our careers whilst 
studying to make sure we are well 
prepared for not just a job, but for 
a lifelong career after university.“

Law and Social Sciences Degree Programmes
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LLB English Law and…  
(subject to approval) 

Duration
4 years leading to LLB and LLM Degree Abroad 

The School of Law is in advanced discussions 
with academic partner institutions in China, India 
and the USA to introduce four-year two-subject 
programmes. These degrees will be designed for 
applicants who wish to spend a year abroad in 
addition to three years of legal studies at SOAS 
in London. This will not only give you a chance to 
engage directly with another jurisdiction through 
internships and studies abroad, but also allow you 
to obtain two degrees, both an LLB (SOAS) and an 
LLM degree from our partner institution. We expect 
to offer a four-year English Law and American Law 
LLB from 2015/16. This will include a third year 
spent in Washington or New York studying at a 
leading US university. Please check our website  
for further details.

Law Courses
•  Chinese Law
•  Company Law*
•  Criminal Law
•  Equity and Offshore*
•  Law, Multiculturalism and Intercultural Rights*
•  European Human Rights Law/EU Law
•  Family Law* 
•  Human Rights
•   Independent study project on a selected  

legal topic**
•  Introduction to Law and Legal Processes
•  Islamic Law
•  Labour Law*
•  Law and Development*
•  Law and Society in Africa
•  Law and Society in South Asia
•   Law, Multiculturalism and International  

Human Rights*
•  Law of Obligations I (Contract)
•  Law of Obligations II (Tort)
•  Law of Property

This two-year single-subject degree is an intensive 
programme designed for advanced students who 
already hold a non-law degree and are interested in 
both obtaining a professionally qualifying law degree 
and engaging with law in an academic environment.

Structure

All students take a total of four units in year one and 
five units in year two. The structure of the degree 
programme is as follows:

Year 1
Students must take four compulsory courses:

•  Introduction to Law and Legal Processes
•  Legal Systems of Asia and Africa
•  Law of Obligations I (Contract)
•  Law of Property Years 2, 3 and 4  

Year 2
Students must take five compulsory courses:

•  Criminal Law
•  Equity and Offshore
•  European Human Rights Law/EU Law
•  Law of Obligations II (Tort)
•  Public Law 

Unlike programmes offered by other institutions, 
the SOAS Senior Status LLB also provides students 
with an overview of legal systems in Africa and Asia, 
providing a truly global Senior Status LLB. During 
your two years at SOAS you will study all the core 
exemption courses required by the legal profession: 
Criminal Law, Obligations I (Contract) and Law of 
Obligations II (Tort), European Human Rights Law/
EU Law, Public International Law, Law of Property, 
Equity and Offshore; in addition you will be able 
to audit optional law courses to make the most of 
SOAS’s expertise in international law, and the laws of 
Africa, Asia, and the Middle East.

•  Legal Systems of Asia and Africa
•  Public International Law
•  Public Law
•   A course unit offered within another  

SOAS department (open option)

* an LLB course that is offered at one of the other University  

of London Law Schools: King’s College, London School  

of Economics and Political Science, Queen Mary, UCL  

and Birkbeck, [intercollegiate option]**

Four new courses for final year students  
are being introduced:

•  Advanced Administrative Law
•  Environmental Law
•  Intellectual Property Law 
•  Law of Islamic Finance 

* available only to final-year students 

**  approval of the School is required; available only  

to final-year students (subject to approval)

Note: Not all units are available every year.

Graduate destinations
With a degree in Law from SOAS you will have 
the unique combination of rigour and feasibility 
that legal training engenders. Together with 
the specialist international focus provided at 
SOAS, this degree offers the training needed 
to work effectively in finance, management 
and development within a global, multicultural 
context.

Many SOAS law graduates have become 
successful solicitors and barristers, working 
internationally or in central or local 
government, or within the Crown Prosecution 
Service. Others have preferred smaller firms 
with a substantial legal aid practice, where 
they have become involved with social issues 
covered in their studies, such as access to 
justice and ethnic minorities and the law. 
Graduates have also gone on to lead successful 
careers in large commercial firms in the City. 

The level of legal/linguistic expertise acquired 
at SOAS means graduates are also well placed 
to embark on careers in academia, journalism, 
consultancy and various development 
programmes in both the UK and overseas.

We have a co-operation agreement with the 
College of Law which guarantees places in the 
Legal Practice course for SOAS graduates of a 
satisfactory standard. 

Exemption from the academic stage of legal 
training: The SOAS LLB is recognised by the 
Law Society and the Bar for the purpose of 
completion of legal training. Those bodies 
may have requirements for recognition 
over and above the School's criteria for the 
award of the degree. It is the responsibility of 
students intending to seek exemption from 
the academic stage of legal training to satisfy 
themselves that their qualifications will meet 
the requirements of the professional bodies.

Graduates have gone on to work for a range of 
organisations including:

•  Allen & Overy LLP
•  Awan Raza Law Firm
•  Clyde & Co LLP
•  China Merchant Bank New York
•  Ernst & Young
•  Eversheds
•  Financial Ombudsman Service
•  Garden Court Chambers
•  Garvey Schubert Barer
•  Hogan Lovells
•  House of Commons
•  Law Commission
•  Ministry of Justice
•  PricewaterhouseCoopers Legal
•  Quilliam Foundation
•  Sankota World Unlimited
•  Shalakany Law Office
•  Slaughter and May
•  Unilever
•  World Food Programme

Degree Programmes Law and Social Sciences Law and Social Sciences Degree Programmes
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Department of 

Linguistics

Applicant/Place Ratio 
10:1 

Number of Staff 
12 academic, 4 teaching and scholarship, 
fractional teachers

RAE
Please note, the REF 2014 results were being 
published as this prospectus went to print. 
Please see our website for further information.
www.soas.ac.uk/ref2014/

Degrees
BA Linguistics 
BA Linguistics and... 

More Information
www.soas.ac.uk/linguistics

The Department of Linguistics is the 
oldest in the UK, with a strong record of 
international research and an exciting 
range of courses taught in all areas of 
modern linguistics. The Department 
has extensive expertise in general 
linguistics, linguistic theory, language 
documentation and description, and is 
a leading centre for the study of African 
and Asian languages. 

Linguistics is the scientific study of languages, from 
their sound systems and grammatical structure 
through to the interaction of language with culture, 
the study of meaning in language, and the use of 
language in modern-day applications. Linguists try to 
establish what types of structures or patterns of usage 
are shared by di¢erent languages, and the extent to 
which languages di¢er from each other.

All members of the Department are involved in 
teaching, and each is a specialist in a particular group 
of languages. Many linguists at SOAS undertake 
regular fieldwork to describe and document di¢erent 
languages throughout the world. In addition to this, 
there are many leading linguists in other departments 
within the School who regularly o¢er courses related 
to their areas of interest and who are available to 
provide helpful information and advice on the range  
of linguistic topics studied at SOAS.

Photography: Chinguetti, Mauritania by Joris Leverink
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Nicola Darfoor
BA Linguistics

“I chose to study Linguistics at SOAS because 
this course goes into much greater detail 
than other universities. With the many course 
options also available at SOAS,  it is sure 
to suit every linguistic interest possible!

“It felt daunting to move to London and 
I wasn’t sure what to expect but as soon 
as I arrived I fell in love with the city.

“My advice to people considering studying 
at SOAS would be to go for it! You’ll never 
experience an atmosphere like the one we 
have at SOAS at any other university. You’ll be 
taught by the best in their field and you will 
broaden your horizons and open the door to 
opportunities you never knew existed before. 
There really is no other university like it!”



Year 2
•  Intermediate Phonology
•  Intermediate Syntax
•  Intermediate Semantics
•  Optional linguistics courses
•  Open option from another department

Year 3 
•  At least two courses from:

– Current Issues in Phonology 
– Advanced Syntax 
– Dynamic Syntax 
– Issues in Semantics

•  Optional linguistics courses
•  Open option from another department

Optional linguistics courses are intermediate or 
advanced courses that explore a particular aspect 
of linguistics in greater detail. Examples include 
‘Phonetics’, ‘Historical Linguistics’, ‘Language in Africa’, 
‘Psychology of Language’, ‘Topics in the Structure of 
Chinese’ and ‘Language, Society and Communication’ 
(specific courses offered may vary from year to year). 
Students may also undertake an optional independent 
study project in their final year.

Open options allow students to expand the academic 
scope of their studies by taking a course from another 
discipline offered at SOAS (for example Anthropology, 
Development Studies, History, South Asian Studies, 
and many more), or by taking a language course in 
one of over 30 African and Asian languages offered 
at SOAS.

Photography: India by Jeremy Taylor

BA Linguistics is designed to provide a comprehensive 
understanding of the way languages are universally 
structured, and trains students to master all the basic 
skills necessary for the analysis of languages from 
different parts of the world. Three fundamental areas 
of linguistics are taught: syntax (the study of how 
languages are structured grammatically), phonology 
(the analysis of the different sound systems) and 
semantics (the study of meaning in language). 

In addition, students may also take units dealing with 
language and social communication (focusing on 
the interaction of language and social groups), the 
psychology of language (focusing on how language 
develops in children and how adults process 
utterances when comprehending and producing 
language), morphology (the structure of words), 
historical linguistics (the historical development of 
languages), typology (the structural diversity of the 
world’s languages), phonetics, and the structure of  
an African or Asian language.

Structure
The typical programme structure for the single-subject 
degree BA Linguistics includes the following courses:

Year 1
•  General Linguistics
•  Introduction to Phonology
•  Introduction to Grammatical Structure
•  Open option from another department (language)

BA Linguistics

BA Linguistics and…

UCAS Codes
For single-subject degree: Q100 BA/LG 
For two-subject degree codes see page 172

Duration
3 or 4 years

May Be Combined With
African Studies, Arabic+, Burmese++, Chinese+, 
Development Studies, Economics, Geography*, 
Georgian, Hebrew+, History, History of Art/
Archaeology, Indonesian++, International 
Relations, Japanese+, Japanese Studies, Korean+, 
Law, Middle Eastern Studies, Music, Persian, 
Politics, Social Anthropology, South Asian 
Studies++, South East Asian Studies, Study of 
Religions, Swahili+, Thai++, Tibetan++, Turkish+, 
Vietnamese++ 

+ 4-year degree with (compulsory) 1 year spent abroad  
++ 3- or 4-year degree with option of 1 year abroad 

* Taught at King’s College London 

Minimum Entry Requirements
See note page 159

A-Levels: AAB (from 3 A-levels excluding 
General Studies)

IB: 35 points with 6/6/5 at Higher level

A language at A-level or equivalent is desirable 
but not essential. Applicants with non-standard 
qualifications may be invited for interview.

Languages and Cultures Degree ProgrammesDegree Programmes Languages and Cultures 
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Department of the Languages and Cultures of the 

Near and Middle East

Applicant/Place Ratio 
10:1 

Number of Staff 
17 academic, 8 teaching and scholarship,  
40 teaching and scholarship (fractional)

RAE
Please note, the REF 2014 results were being 
published as this prospectus went to print. 
Please see our website for further information.
www.soas.ac.uk/ref2014/

Degrees
BA Arabic 
BA Arabic and… 
BA Arabic and Islamic Studies 
BA Hebrew and Israeli Studies 
BA Hebrew and… 
BA Islamic Studies 
BA Middle Eastern Studies 
BA Middle Eastern Studies and… 
BA Persian 
BA Persian and… 
BA Turkish 
BA Turkish and... 
BA… and Georgian 
BA Ancient Near Eastern Studies

More Information
www.soas.ac.uk/nme

The Department is the largest in the UK 
that specialises in the Near and Middle 
East, and has a long and distinguished 
record of studying and teaching the 
region’s modern and ancient languages. 
Students can also take advantage 
of London’s Middle Eastern cultural 
centres, galleries and museums.

The range of degrees taught reflects not only the 
present economic and political importance of the 
region, but also the diversity and historical depth of 
culture within the area. While language and literature 
form the core of expertise within the Department, 
some of its members specialise in the study of religions, 
and others have particular interests in such fields as 
ethnicity, politics, cinema, drama and music.

Ancient Near East 
It was more than 5,000 years ago in Mesopotamia 
(now Iraq) that humankind first learned to live in 
cities, invented writing and developed the first high 
civilisations. Though the origins of modern spirituality 
and intellect were once sought in the Bible and in 
Greece, fascinating discoveries by archaeologists 
over the past 150 years have revealed the crucial role 
played by the peoples of the ancient Near East in 
forming our common heritage.

Arabic 
Since the rise of Islam and the expansion of the Arab 
world in the 7th century AD, Arabic has established 
itself as the most widely spoken of the Semitic 
group of languages and as the vehicle of a strong 
and diverse culture with a rich literary tradition. The 
Arabic programme covers the language from its first 
appearance in classical literature to the present day.

Georgian 
Georgian belongs to the South Caucasian family of 
languages, and the totally unique Georgian script seems 
to have been devised at the end of the 4th century 
AD, giving some 16 centuries of literary tradition.

Hebrew 
Hebrew has been revived in modern times as the 
national language of the state of Israel. As one of the 
world’s oldest languages still in use, it boasts a literature 
spanning more than 2,500 years, beginning with the 
Hebrew Bible.

Persian 
Persian is a member of the Indo-European family of 
languages, but has been profoundly influenced in its 
development by Arabic.

Turkish 
Turkish belongs to the Turkic language family and  
is the most widely spoken language within it. It is the 
o¦cial language of Turkey and a co-o¦cial language 
in Cyprus.

Languages and Cultures Degree Programmes

SOAS Undergraduate 2016 Entry 111 

Yumna Islam 
BA Arabic and Middle Eastern Studies

“My course and the department is fantastic, and 
the lecturers go the extra mile to help you out. 

“London is amazing. It’s a city that has a 
buzz you just can’t get enough of. With its 
beautiful tourist sites, Christmas lights, New 
Year fireworks and endless places to discover 
all year round, you can’t get tired of it!

“The extra-curricular activities are wide and 
I have learned a lot from for example from 
organising events for di¢erent societies. I 
have also re-connected with my creative 
side through co-hosting amazing cultural 
events. Believe me, you will have fun and learn 
about di¢erent cultures at the same time!“
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BA Arabic and Islamic Studies

UCAS Code
QT96 BA/ArIslSt

Duration
4 years with (compulsory) 1 year spent abroad

Minimum Entry Requirements
See page 159

A-Levels: AAB (from 3 A-levels excluding 
General Studies)

IB: 35 points with 6/6/5 at Higher level

Languages at SOAS are taught ab initio, and no 
prior knowledge is required. A foreign language 
at A-level or equivalent is preferred. Applicants 
with non-standard qualifications may be invited 
for interview.

This four-year programme, available as a single-
subject degree only, is intended to give students 
a solid grounding in both Modern Standard and 
Classical Arabic, familiarity with the core textual 
traditions of Islam, a broad knowledge of Islamic 
history and some insight into the methodology of 
religious studies. Year 3 is spent at a university in 
the Middle East.

Modern language teaching involves classroom 
teaching, language laboratory work, computer-assisted 
learning and independent study. Introductory and 
intermediate courses in Arabic use a wide variety of 
learning experiences and techniques in large and small 
groups. Most other units are taught in small classes.

Structure
Students take four units per year and have some 
flexibility in constructing their own programme 
of study. The outline structure of the degree 
programme is as follows:

Year 1
Students are involved in an intensive study of 
Modern Standard Arabic (three units), and take 
‘Introduction to the Study of the Qur'an’. 

Year 2
Students continue the study of Modern Standard 
Arabic, and at the same time are introduced to early 
Islamic writing and the Muslim world. A fourth unit  
is chosen from a list of approved options. 

Year 3
Students spend this year at a university in the Middle 
East, where they study the colloquial language 
and Modern Standard Arabic, as well as write an 
extended essay.

Year 4
In this year, language study is continued at 
advanced level. In addition, the freedom to select 
three other units from the long list of options gives 
students the opportunity of specialising in a field of 
particular interest. Particularly recommended is the 
independent study project in Arabic Studies. 

Photography: School girls, Yazd, Iran by Ana-Marija Grbanovic

This four-year programme is intended to give 
students a solid grounding in both Modern Standard 
and Classical Arabic, conversational ability in 
colloquial Arabic, familiarity with the major genres 
of expression (both classical and modern) and a 
broad knowledge of history and culture. An element 
of choice allows students to select topics for study 
in greater depth, especially in Year 4. Year 3 is spent 
at a university in the Middle East.

BA Arabic

BA Arabic and…

UCAS Codes
For single-subject degree: T620 BA/A 
For two-subject degree codes see page 172

Duration
4 years with (compulsory) 1 year spent abroad

May Be Combined With
Development Studies, Economics, English, 
French*, Geography**, Georgian, Hebrew, 
History, History of Art/Archaeology, Indonesian, 
International Relations, Law, Linguistics, Music, 
Persian, Politics, Social Anthropology, Study of 
Religions, Turkish

*  Taught at University College London; apply  

to UCL for this degree

** Taught at King’s College London

Minimum Entry Requirements
See page 159

A-Levels: AAB (from 3 A-levels excluding 
General Studies)

IB: 35 points with 6/6/5 at Higher level

A foreign language at A-level or equivalent 
is preferred. Applicants with non-standard 
qualifications may be invited for interview.

Modern language teaching involves classroom 
teaching, language laboratory work, computer-assisted 
learning and independent study. Introductory and 
intermediate courses in Arabic use a wide variety of 
learning experiences and techniques in large and small 
groups. Most other units are taught in small classes.

Structure
Students take four units per year, and have some 
flexibility in constructing their own programme of 
study. The outline structure of the degree programme 
is as follows:

Year 1
Single-subject students have to be involved in an 
intensive study of Modern Standard Arabic (three 
units), and take one of: ‘Introduction to Arabic 
Culture’, ‘Literatures of the Near and Middle East’  
or ‘Introduction to the Study of the Qur'an’. Two-
subject degree students also study Modern Standard 
Arabic as their major component, with one unit being 
from their other subject.

Year 2
Students continue the study of Modern Standard 
Arabic, and at the same time are introduced to classical 
Arabic literature and/or modern Arabic literature and/
or Arabic dialects. A fourth unit is chosen from a list 
of approved options. Two-subject degree students 
usually take Modern Standard Arabic, either Classical 
or Modern Arabic Literature and two units from their 
second subject.

Year 3
Both single-subject and two-subject degree students 
spend this year at a university in the Middle East, 
where they study the colloquial language and Modern 
Standard Arabic, as well as writing an extended essay.

Year 4
In this year, language study is continued at advanced 
level. In addition, the freedom to select three other 
units from the long list of options gives students the 
opportunity of specialising in a field of particular 
interest. Particularly recommended is the independent 
study project in Arabic Studies. Two-subject degree 
students take one Arabic or Arabic-related unit and 
three further units in their second subject.
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The BA Hebrew and Israeli Studies is a four-year 
programme, and is intended to give students a solid 
grounding in Israeli Hebrew, familiarity with the 
major types of Modern Hebrew literature, and a 
broad knowledge of the historical, political, religious 
and cultural background. 

Intensive study of Modern Hebrew language and 
literature is a compulsory feature of the degree. Year 3 
is spent at the Rothberg School for Overseas Students 
at the Hebrew University of Jerusalem.

BA Hebrew and Israeli Studies

BA Hebrew and…

UCAS Codes
For single-subject degree: QTY6 BA/HEIsrSt 
For two-subject degree codes: see page 172

Duration
4 years with (compulsory) 1 year spent abroad

May Be Combined With
Arabic, Economics, English, French*, 
Geography**, Georgian, History, History of 
Art/Archaeology, International Relations, Law, 
Linguistics, Music, Politics, Social Anthropology, 
Study of Religions

*  Taught at University College London (UCL);  

apply to UCL for this degree

** Taught at King’s College London

Minimum Entry Requirements
See note page 159

A-Levels: AAB (from 3 A-levels excluding 
General Studies)

IB: 35 points with 6/6/5 at Higher level

Languages at SOAS are taught ab initio, and no 
prior knowledge is required. A foreign language 
at A-level or equivalent is preferred. Applicants 
with non-standard qualifications may be invited 
for interview.

The syllabus can be tailored to individual needs by 
selecting options from a wide range of Hebrew and 
Hebrew-related courses taught in the Department 
and at other colleges of the University of London.

Hebrew language teaching includes classwork, 
conversation and extensive exposure to 
modern Hebrew in context. Newspapers and 
radio broadcasts are used to improve everyday 
conversational skills. Optional units, taught both 
within the Department and elsewhere, complement 
the main subject.

Structure
Students take four units per year:

Year 1 
Single-subject students take one unit in Modern 
Hebrew, Introduction to Israeli Culture, Literatures 
of the Near and Middle East and one unit course of 
their choice. Two-subject degree students usually 
take one Modern Hebrew unit, one Introduction to 
Israeli Culture unit and two units from their other 
subject.

Year 2 
Single-subject students continue with one unit in 
Modern Hebrew language, a one-unit course on 
Zionism, and ‘Nation and Nationalism in Middle 
Eastern Fiction.’ A fourth unit is taken by the student 
from an approved list of available options. Two-subject 
degree students usually take the units in Hebrew 
language and Zionism, along with two units from 
their other subject.

Year 3 
This year is spent at the Rothberg School for Overseas 
Students at the Hebrew University of Jerusalem, where 
students study Hebrew language and literature and 
Israeli history and society.

Year 4 
Single-subject degree students take one unit in 
Modern Hebrew language, one unit in Hebrew 
literature, and one history unit on the Israeli-
Palestine conflict. The fourth unit is an independent 
study project.

Two-subject degree students take one unit in 
advanced Hebrew language or literature (except Law 
students), two units in their other subject, and either 
one further Hebrew language or Hebrew-related 
unit or any other approved unit.

The BA in Islamic Studies is a three-year 
programme. It provides students with knowledge 
and understanding of the core textual traditions 
of Islam, and through this engages with religious, 
philosophical and wider intellectual discourses of 
Islam. Texts are studied in English translation, but 
students also receive some grounding in Arabic or 
another language widely used in Islamic societies. 
Through optional courses, students are able to 
access SOAS’ unrivalled scholarship and teaching 
concerned with Islamic art, music, culture, history 
and politics. 

Structure
Students take four course units per year, consisting 
of thematic and language courses, as well as 
optional courses that allow students to develop 
specific interests. In addition to a language course 
in Arabic in Year 1, students can choose language 
courses from a wide range of languages relevant 
to the study of Islam, including Indonesian, Urdu, 
Bengali, Somali, Swahili and Hausa. The outline 
structure of the degree programme is as follows:

BA Islamic Studies

UCAS Code
T601 BA/IS

Duration
3 years

Minimum Entry Requirements
See page 159

A-Levels: AAB (from 3 A-levels excluding 
General Studies)

IB: 35 points with 6/6/5 at Higher level

Languages at SOAS are taught ab initio, and no 
prior knowledge is required. A foreign language 
at A-level or equivalent is preferred. Applicants 
with non-standard qualifications may be invited 
for interview.

Year 1
Students take the three courses, ‘Elementary Qur’anic 
Arabic’, ‘Introduction to the Study of the Qur’an’ 
and ‘The Muslim World: Unity in Diversity’, plus an 
optional course.

Year 2 
Two mandatory courses build on the foundations laid 
in Year 1: ‘Biography and Traditions of the Prophet 
Muhammad’ and ‘Sufism: Studies in the Mystical 
Dimension of Islam’. In addition, students take two 
optional courses.

Year 3 
Students take the mandatory course ‘Islamic Intellectual 
Tradition’, and undertake an independent study project. 
In addition, students take two optional courses.

Photography: Naqsh-e Jahan Square, Esfahan, Iran by Ana-Marija Grbanovic
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This three or four year degree is ideal for students 
who desire a broad knowledge of the region with 
a basic grounding in two or more of its languages. 
The programme accommodates a wide variety of 
topics through which to engage with the region’s 
diversity, and provides a firm foundation for further 
language study.

BA Middle Eastern Studies

BA Middle Eastern Studies 
and…

UCAS Codes
For single-subject degree: T600 BA/MES 
For two-subject degree codes: see page 172

Duration
3 years

May Be Combined With
Development Studies, Economics, Geography*, 
History of Art/Archaeology, Law, Linguistics, 
Music, Social Anthropology, Study of Religions 

* Taught at King’s College London

Minimum Entry Requirements
See note page 159

A-Levels: AAB (from 3 A-levels excluding 
General Studies)

IB: 35 points with 6/6/5 at Higher level

Languages at SOAS are taught ab initio, and no 
prior knowledge is required. A foreign language 
at A-level or equivalent is preferred. Applicants 
with non-standard qualifications may be invited 
for interview.

Structure
Students take introductory and intermediate courses 
in Middle Eastern languages that use a wide variety 
of teaching techniques and learning activities. They 
also study their cultural background and can choose 
optional courses in languages, art, history, religion, 
music, politics, economics and law. Most of these 
other units are taught by formal lecture. Assessment 
is by a combination of written examination and 
coursework. The outline structure of the degree 
programme is as follows:

Year 1
Single-subject degree students take ‘Literatures of 
the Near and Middle East’, one unit in a modern 
Middle Eastern language (Arabic, Turkish, Persian or 
Hebrew), a course in Turkish, Arabic or Israeli culture 
and a course in Middle Eastern History. Two-subject 
degree students take either ‘Literatures of the Near 
and Middle East’ or ‘Introduction to Arabic Culture’, 
or ‘Introduction to Israeli Culture’ and one language 
unit in the first subject, and two course units in the 
second subject.

Year 2
Single-subject degree students choose one further 
language unit and take ‘Nation and Nationalism in 
Middle Eastern Fiction’ and ‘The Muslim World: Unity 
in Diversity’. One further unit is chosen from the list 
of options, which include further language courses 
and courses in art, history, religion, music, politics, 
economics and law. Two-subject degree students 
take either ‘Muslim World: Unity in Diversity’ or 
‘Nation and Nationalism in Modern Middle Eastern 
Fiction’ and one language unit, then choose two 
units from the second subject.

Year 3
A third language unit is taken and an independent 
study project is undertaken on an agreed topic. The 
year is completed with Arabic and ‘Cinemas of the 
Middle East’ and one further unit from the list of 
options. Two-subject degree students choose one 
language course unit and another from the list of 
approved options, in addition to two units from the 
second subject.

BA Persian is a three or four-year programme which  
aims to provide a good grounding in the standard 
spoken and written language of modern Iran and to 
provide an introduction to the main forms of classical 
and modern Persian literature. The syllabus allows 
students to take one non-Persian unit per year, giving 
them the opportunity to choose from a wide variety 
of options dealing with the historical, cultural and 
religious background of Iran and the Middle East, 
or to learn another regional language, for example 
Arabic or Turkish. When Persian is combined with 
Arabic or Turkish, the syllabus is four years, with Year 
3 spent at an appropriate university abroad.

BA Persian

BA Persian and...

UCAS Codes
For single-subject degree: T660 BA/P 
For two-subject degree codes see page 172

Duration
3 or 4 years

May Be Combined With
Arabic+, Bengali, Development Studies, 
Economics, English, French**, Geography*, 
Georgian, History, History of Art/Archaeology, 
International Relations, Law, Linguistics, Music, 
Politics, Social Anthropology, Study of Religions, 
Turkish+

+ 4-year degree with (compulsory) 1 year spent abroad 

* Taught at King’s College London 

**  Taught at University College London (UCL);  

apply to UCL for this degree

Minimum Entry Requirements
See page 159

A-Levels: AAB (from 3 A-levels excluding 
General Studies)

IB: 35 points with 6/6/5 at Higher level

Languages at SOAS are taught ab initio, and no 
prior knowledge is required. A foreign language 
at A-level or equivalent is preferred. Applicants 
with non-standard qualifications may be invited 
for interview.

Modern language teaching involves classroom work 
and independent study. Most units are taught in small 
classes, while a few non-language units are taught by 
formal lecture.

Structure
Students take four units per year.

Year 1
Single-subject students take two core units in Intensive 
Persian Language, and one unit each in Literatures of 
the Near and Middle East and Introduction to Islam 
(students may take an approved non-language unit  
in lieu of the latter). Two-subject degree students also 
take the two core units in Intensive Persian Language, 
and two units in their other subject.

Year 2
Single-subject students continue the study of Persian 
Language, and take units on Persian Prose and 
Poetry. A fourth unit is chosen from an approved list 
of options. Two-subject degree students take the units 
in Persian Language, and either three units from their 
other subject or two such units and one unit from an 
approved list of options.

Year 3
Single-subject students continue with the study 
of Persian Language, with units in literature. An 
independent study project may also be taken in  
this year. A fourth unit is chosen from the list of 
approved options. Two-subject degree students  
take the Persian Language unit and three other  
units, of which one is a Persian Language or Persian-
related unit, and one is from their other subject.  
The third unit may be from an approved list  
of options.
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BA Turkish

BA Turkish and…

UCAS Codes
For single-subject degree: T680 BA/T 
For two-subject degree codes: see page 172

Duration
4 years, with 1 year usually spent abroad

May Be Combined With
Arabic, Development Studies, Economics, 
English, French+, Geography*, Georgian, 
History, History of Art/Archaeology, 
International Relations, Law, Linguistics, Music, 
Persian, Politics, Social Anthropology, Study of 
Religions

* Taught at King’s College London 
+  Taught at University College London (UCL);  

apply to UCL for this degree

Minimum Entry Requirements
See page 159

A-Levels: AAB (from 3 A-levels excluding 
General Studies)

IB: 35 points with 6/6/5 at Higher level

Languages at SOAS are taught ab initio, and no 
prior knowledge is required. A foreign language 
at A-level or equivalent is preferred. Applicants 
with non-standard qualifications may be invited 
for interview.

BA Turkish is a single-subject degree lasting four 
years, and it can also be taken as a two-subject 
degree. It covers both classical and modern Turkish 
literature and language. At the completion of their 
studies, students should have attained a high level 
of fluency in modern Turkish, familiarity with earlier 
forms of Turkish and a solid command of Turkish 
literature, including a broad knowledge of the 
historical and cultural background. A specialisation 
in Ottoman language and literature is also possible. 
Year 3 is usually spent at Boğaziçi Univeristy in 
Istanbul, Turkey.

The Caucasus is one of the most complex ethno-
linguistic regions of the world. It has almost 40 
indigenous languages, which are traditionally 
divided into three families: South Caucasian 
(Kartvelian), Northwest Caucasian and Northeast 
Caucasian (incorporating Nakh and Daghestanian). 
The four South Caucasian languages (Georgian, 
Mingrelian, Laz and Svan) are certainly unrelated to 
their northern neighbours and, as far as we can tell, 
are unconnected to any other known language. 
Georgian may only be studied as a minor element 
with other major subjects.

BA… and Georgian

UCAS Codes
See page 172

Duration
3 or 4 years

May Be Combined With
Arabic+, Development Studies, Economics, 
Geography*, Hebrew+, History, History of  
Art/Archaeology, International Relations, Law, 
Linguistics, Music, Persian, Politics, Social 
Anthropology, Study of Religions, Turkish+

+  4-year degree with (compulsory) 1 year spent abroad

* Taught at King’s College London 

Minimum Entry Requirements
See page 159

A-Levels: AAB (from 3 A-levels excluding 
General Studies)

IB: 35 points with 6/6/5 at Higher level

Languages at SOAS are taught ab initio, and no 
prior knowledge is required. A foreign language 
at A-level or equivalent is preferred. Applicants 
with non-standard qualifications may be invited 
for interview.

Structure
There are four Georgian-related course units 
available, the last two being taken in the final year 
after the student has completed the full Modern 
Georgian language course in Years 1 and 2.

Year 1 
One unit in ‘Elementary Georgian’, plus three units 
from the major subject.

Year 2 
‘Intermediate Georgian’ language, plus three units in the 
major subject or two such units and one open option.

Year 3 
‘Old Georgian’ and ‘Structure of Abkhaz’, with two 
units in the major subject or one such unit and one 
open option or an independent study project.

BA Ancient Near Eastern Studies is run as a three-
year, single-subject, multidisciplinary degree with 
University College London (UCL). It covers the 
study of the languages, history and archaeology of 
the ancient Near East in equal parts, with Year 3 
 students having the opportunity to concentrate 
on an area of special interest within the region. 

BA Ancient Near  
Eastern Studies

UCAS Code
Q400 BA/ANESt

Duration
3 years

Minimum Entry Requirements
See note page 159

A-Levels: AAB (from 3 A-levels excluding 
General Studies)

IB: 35 points with 6/6/5 at Higher level

Languages at SOAS are taught ab initio, and no 
prior knowledge is required. A foreign language 
at A-level or equivalent is preferred. Applicants 
with non-standard qualifications may be invited 
for interview.

Throughout the degree, students are encouraged to 
take units offered in other departments to increase 
their understanding of Turkish culture, especially in 
the broader context of the Middle East.

The syllabus allows students to study Persian, Arabic 
and Hebrew, as well as any of the languages spoken 
in countries neighbouring Turkey as intercollegiate 
courses (Georgian, Greek, Russian, Ukrainian, 
Bulgarian, Serbian, Croatian, Hungarian).

Modern language teaching involves classroom 
work and independent study. Most units are taught 
in small classes, while a few non-language units are 
taught by formal lecture.

Structure
Students take four units per year:

Year 1
Students begin the intensive study of the Turkish 
language (two core units), and take ‘Literatures of the 
Near and Middle East’. Two-subject degree students 
typically take the two core language units and two 
units from their other subject.

Year 2
Single-subject students continue to learn the modern 
Turkish language, and begin their study of Ottoman 
Turkish. Two further units from a list of approved 
options are also taken. Two-subject students take the 
language units and two units from their other subject.

Year 3 
This year is spent in Turkey attending courses at 
Boğaziçi University.

Year 4 
Single-subject students choose two units from the list 
of Turkish courses and two further approved units. 
These options permit students to steer the syllabus 
towards their interests. Two-subject degree students 
normally take two Turkish units and two units from 
their other subject.
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The core language is Akkadian (Babylonian and 
Assyrian), with options to read Sumerian, Hittite, 
Biblical Hebrew, Ancient Egyptian and other 
languages. History and archaeology options 
complement the compulsory foundation courses  
in these fields. 

Please note this programme runs in alternate years 
(2015, 2017, 2019) only. 

Structure
Students take four units per year and have some 
flexibility in constructing their own programme of 
study to reflect their developing interests. The outline 
structure of the degree programme is as follows:

Year 1
Students take one core unit in Akkadian (Babylonian 
and Assyrian) in the cuneiform script, and one unit 
each in Literatures of the Near and Middle East, 
History of the Near East to 1200 BC and Introduction 
to Near Eastern Archaeology.

Year 2 
Students take a further unit in Akkadian and two 
units in Ancient History and Archaeology of the 
Near East. A further fourth unit may be in Akkadian, 
an introduction to another language (Sumerian or 
Hittite), one unit Ancient History or Archaeology,  
or an approved unit in another subject.

Year 3 
Follow-up units in Akkadian and archaeology or 
history are taken and a study project written on an 
ancient Near Eastern subject. To complete the final 
year, a wide range of options will normally be available 
to permit specialisation in either language, history or 
archaeology, or a combination of two of these.

The student whose primary interest is in language may 
study Sumerian, Hittite, Hieroglyphic Egyptian, Biblical 
Hebrew, North-West Semitic Epigraphy, Aramaic or 
Ugaritic, subject to availability. Non-language options 
include further courses in ancient history, Egyptology 
and the archaeology of the ancient near east.

Photography: Al Aqsa Mosque, Jerusalem by Sophie Zeiler

Graduate destinations
A degree in the Languages and Cultures of 
Near and Middle East from SOAS will provide 
you with a competitive edge within both 
public and private sector. The multidisciplinary 
study of language, literature, history, politics, 
economics or law has a track record of helping 
our graduates secure jobs within government, 
international organisations, finance, business, 
management, media, culture and education. 

You will also have had training in transferable 
skills, such as analytical and problem solving 
skills, required in job roles such as researcher 
and analyst, but will also give you the training 
necessary to continue within the field of 
research either at SOAS or other institutions.

Examples of the types of employers and career 
secured by graduates include: 

•   European Council on Foreign Relations: 
Program officer

•  Latvian Embassy: Cultural Attaché
•  Foreign and Commonwealth Office: Analyst
•  Ways in Peace: Research Assistant
•  Qatas Commercial Court: Consultant
•  Al Arabiya: Research Assistant
•  Sky News: Head Producer 
•  Al-Jazeera English: Producer
•  Israel Nachrichten: Editor 
•   The Ma'an News Agency: English Editor and 

Jerusalem Correspondent
•  BBC World Service: Journalist
•   HH Saudi Marketing and Research:  

Media researcher
•   Forum Against Islamophobia & Racism: 

Media Researcher
•  Mandani High School: Arabic teacher
•  Al Jazeera: Teacher
•  United Nations: Arabic Translator
•  Ecotec: Translator
•   Wyzil Primary School:  

Primary Assistant Teacher
•  Rabbani Project: Community Worker
•  Fire Service College: Interpreter
•  Aga Khan University: Cataloguer

Photography: Nizwa Goat Market, Oman by Rocio Corrales
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Applicant/Place Ratio 
7:1

Number of Staff 
29 full-time academic, 9 teaching fellows,  
1 research professor, 9 research associates

RAE
Please note, the REF 2014 results were being 
published as this prospectus went to print. 
Please see our website for further information.
www.soas.ac.uk/ref2014/

Degrees
BA Politics
BA Politics and…
BA International Relations
BA International Relations and…

More Information
www.soas.ac.uk/politics

The Department of Politics and 
International Studies o�ers a unique 
perspective on contemporary world 
politics. With a focus on student-centred 
learning, it o�ers a wide range of courses 
in the politics of East Asia, China, Africa, 
South Asia and the Middle East, as well 
as courses in International Relations, 
Political Economy, Political Theory and 
Comparative Politics. The Department 
is one of the most exciting places in 
the world to learn about politics and 
international a�airs with a focus on  
Asia, Africa and the Middle East.

A SOAS degree in Politics or International Relations 
provides a comprehensive introduction to historical 
and contemporary trends in the politics of Asia, 
Africa and the Middle East. Whether focusing on 
the dynamic economies of the Asia-Pacific region 
(China, Japan, Korea, ASEAN) and India or providing 
a broader context for understanding developments 
in some of the principal hot spots in the world today 
(such as Iran, Libya, Syria, Afghanistan and Pakistan), 
students will gain a detailed knowledge and a thorough 
understanding of the most important power shifts, 
global debates and conflicts of ideas unfolding in the 
world today.

The Department’s diverse sta¢ comprises leading 
scholars in their fields, most of whom have knowledge 
of one or more of the languages of their regions of 
interest in addition to their disciplinary expertise. Areas 
of sta¢ research expertise include nationalism, urban 
politics, international organisations, political violence, 
migration and diaspora mobilisation, Islamic political 
and intellectual history, war, human rights, transitional 
justice, politics of multiculturalism, international 
relations theory, gender, comparative political 
economy and the study of ideologies.

What distinguishes a SOAS Politics degree from 
other politics degrees is its truly global perspective. 
Not limited to the study of politics in the UK 
and Europe, students have the opportunity to 
apply theories, concepts and methods from the 
disciplines of Politics and International Relations to 
historical and contemporary conditions of Asia, Africa 
and the Middle East, as well as to broader trends in 
international a¢airs.

Department of 

Politics and International Studies

Law and Social Sciences Degree Programmes
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Marta Pacini 
BA Politics and Development Studies

“I chose to study at SOAS because it is 
one of the best places in the UK to study 
Development Studies, especially when looking 
at world issues from a critical perspective.

“The good thing about studying in London 
is that it o¢ers endless opportunities for 
enrichment and entertainment! Further to 
that, being part of SOAS and the University 
of London means that you access to a great 
variety of events, courses and libraries.

“My fondest memory of my time at SOAS 
so far was when I found out that one of 
my former GCSE and A level students I 
taught at a “SOAS Saturday club” whilst 
studying at SOAS, had enrolled thanks to 
my encouragements the previous year – it 
is one of my proudest achievements!”



BA International Relations

BA International Relations 
and… 

UCAS Codes
For single-subject degree: L250 
For two-subject degree codes: see page 172

Duration
3 or 4 years

May Be Combined With
African Studies, Arabic+, Burmese++, Chinese+, 
Development Studies, Economics, Geography*, 
Georgian, Hebrew+, History, Indonesian++, 
Japanese+, Japanese Studies, Korean+, Law, 
Linguistics, Persian, Social Anthropology, South 
Asian Studies++, South East Asian Studies, 
Study of Religions, Swahili+, Thai++, Turkish+, 
Vietnamese++

+ 4-year degree with (compulsory) 1 year abroad
++ 3- or 4-year degree with option of 1 year abroad

* Taught at King’s College London

Minimum Entry Requirements
See page 159 

A-Levels: AAA (from 3 A-Levels excluding 
General Studies and native languages)

IB: 37 points with 6/6/6 at Higher Level

The SOAS BA International Relations degree 
provides a uniquely global and comparative 
approach to the study of world affairs. Through a 
study of world history and global power relations, 
students gain a better understanding of the sources 
of conflict and cooperation among states, shifts in 
the international economy, as well as the roles of 
culture, identity and ideas in world politics. Students 
finish the degree equipped with the conceptual 
tools and theoretical frameworks to understand 
contemporary world events. 

The BA International Relations programme is 
structured around a combination of disciplinary, 
regional and specialised courses, with opportunities 
to take other Politics option courses (e.g. Political 
Theory, Government and Politics of the Middle East, 
Islam and Democracy) or a language. 

Teaching on the International Relations degree focuses 
on providing students with individual attention and 
mentoring. All students are encouraged to specialise 
in a particular area of interest in their final year, by 
undertaking an independent study project, which  
pairs them with a member of staff. We also offer 
advice on careers, internships and further study in 
international affairs. 

Structure

BA International Relations 
The typical programme structure for the single-subject 
degree BA International Relations is as follows:

Year 1
Students take introductory courses in international 
relations, global history and political analysis,  
as well as an additional option course in politics  
or another department (including languages).

Year 2 
Students take disciplinary courses in the politics of the 
world economy and war and the international. They 
also take one or more courses in the international 
politics of a region, as well as an additional optional 
course (including a language).

Year 3
Students following the three-year programme take 
at least one and up to three Politics units from those 
available for Years 2 and 3. These may include one  
or two extended essays and/or an independent study 
project or open option. 

Four-year degree programmes involve a significant 
language commitment in Year 1, as well as a year’s 
study abroad. Two-subject programmes in Politics 
and a language may be of three or four years’ 
duration according to circumstances.

Photography: Siwa, Egypt by Waqaar Azeem Butt

BA Politics

BA Politics and…

UCAS Codes
For single-subject degree: L202 BA/POL 
For two-subject degree codes see page 172

Duration
3 or 4 years

May Be Combined With
African Studies, Arabic+, Burmese++, Chinese+, 
Development Studies, Economics, Geography*, 
Georgian, Hebrew+, History, Indonesian++, 
Japanese+, Japanese Studies, Korean+, Law, 
Linguistics, Persian, Social Anthropology, 
South Asian Studies++, South East Asian Studies, 
Study of Religions, Swahili+, Thai++, Turkish+, 
Vietnamese++

+ 4-year degree with (compulsory) 1 year abroad 
++  3- or 4-year degree with option of 1 year abroad

* Taught at King’s College London

Minimum Entry Requirements
See page 159

A-Levels: AAA (from 3 A-levels excluding 
General Studies and native languages)

IB: 37 points with 6/6/6 at Higher Level

The BA Politics degree at SOAS is structured around 
the core sub-disciplines of political theory, political 
economy, political sociology and comparative 
politics. Students receive a thorough training in 
the theories and methods of these sub-disciplines, 
which are then applied to the analysis of real-world 
political situations. 

Teaching on the BA Politics programme combines an 
introduction to the discipline of politics as a comparative 
exercise with an awareness that comparisons must 
always respect the individuality of each country and 
population. A Politics degree at SOAS therefore gives our 
students a better opportunity than most to understand 
global politics since our courses cover the politics of 
three-quarters of the globe. BA Politics may be taken as 

a single-subject or two-subject degree. The courses we 
offer include: Government and Politics of Asia, of China, 
of the Middle East, and of Africa; Comparative Political 
Sociology; Political Theory; Islam and Democracy; 
Nationalism, Ethnicity and the State; Political Economy 
of Development; Politics of Development; Politics of 
Gender and Politics of Culture. 

Structure

BA Politics 
The typical programme structure for the single-subject 
degree BA Politics is as follows:

Year 1
Students take core introductory courses in political 
analysis, comparative politics and political theory, as 
well as an additional option course in Politics or from 
another department (such as a language).

Year 2
Students take two courses from a list of disciplinary 
courses available for Year 2 students, to facilitate a 
more advanced analysis of Asian and African politics. 
They also take at least one course on regional politics, 
initiating the process of greater specialisation on the 
politics of one or two regions, and at least one other 
Year 2 unit or one open option.

Year 3
Students take a mix of regional, disciplinary and 
specialised course options. They also have the 
opportunity to specialise in a topic of their choosing  
by undertaking an extended essay or independent 
study project. 

BA Politics and… 
The typical programme structure for the two-subject 
degree BA Politics and… is as follows:

Year 1
Students following the three-year programme take two 
Politics courses, plus two units of their other subject.

Year 2
Students following the three-year programme  
take at least one disciplinary course, at least one  
unit on regional politics, and two further units in 
their other subject.

Degree Programmes Law and Social Sciences Law and Social Sciences Degree Programmes
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Graduate destinations
Graduates leave SOAS with a solid understanding 
of the complex political and cultural issues of 
global politics. They are also equipped with 
a portfolio of widely transferable skills; as for 
example written and oral communication 
skills and research and analytical skills needed 
to understand and influence public policy 
formation, or to discuss and debate opinions 
within academia or in the public. 

SOAS Politics and International Studies 
students have gone on to employment in a 
wide range of professional and management 
careers within business, government, 
international organisations and NGOs as well 
as within the public and charity sectors or gone 
on to pursue an academic career either at 
SOAS or other institutions. 

Examples of recent graduate destinations 
include:

•   BBC and BBC World Service; Al Jazeera and 
Al Jazeera English; Jeddy TV: Reporters and 
Producers

•   National Coalition of Anti-Deportation 
Campaign; Tomorrow’s Youth Organization: 
Campaign Organiser

•   Konrad Adenauer Foundation, UN, Council 
on American-Islamic Relations, Centre for 
Democracy and Development: Programme 
Officer 

•   UN, ICRC, Amnesty International, Africans 
Unite Against Child Abuse: Researcher or 
Campaigner

•   BBC, The Brunei Times, The Guardian, New 
York Observer, Al Masry Al Youm, Wall Street 
Journal: Journalist 

•   Central Office of Information, Thai 
Government, UK Ministry of Justice, 
Synovate: Policy Adviser

•  Terre de home:  Project Manager
•  Olive Group Security: Risk Analyst
•  Latham and Watkins: Lawyer/Legal Analyst
•  Unilever: Global Advocacy Manager
•   Ernst and Young, Deloitte: Management 

Consultant
•  UNDP: Analyst

Photography: Coal Porter, Mozambique by Helena Perez-Nino

Year 2 
Students take one international politics course from 
those available for Year 2 students, and one unit on 
the international politics of a region (e.g. Middle East, 
East Asia, South Asia, Africa) and two further units in 
their other subject.

Year 3 
Students following the three-year programme take  
at least one and up to three International Relations 
units from those available for Years 2 and 3. 

Four-year degree programmes involve a significant 
language commitment in Year 1, as well as a 
year’s study abroad. Two-subject programmes 
in International Relations and a language may 
be of three or four years’ duration depending on 
circumstances.

Year 3 
Students take a combination of specialised 
disciplinary courses and option courses, as well  
as a guided independent study project in which  
they work closely with an individual member  
of staff.

BA International Relations and… 
The typical programme structure for the two-subject 
degree BA International Relations and… is as follows:

Year 1
Students take Introduction to International Relations 
and either Introduction to Global History or 
Introduction to Political Analysis, plus two units of 
their other subject.

Degree Programmes Law and Social Sciences Law and Social Sciences Degree Programmes
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Department of the Languages and Cultures of 
South Asia 

Applicant/Place Ratio 
3:1

Number of Staff
5 academic, 3 teaching and scholarship,  
12 teaching and scholarship (fractional)

RAE
Please note, the REF 2014 results were being 
published as this prospectus went to print. 
Please see our website for further information.
www.soas.ac.uk/ref2014/ 

Degrees
BA South Asian Studies 
BA South Asian Studies and…

More Information
www.soas.ac.uk/southasia

very widely as a second language. Nepali is also the 
dominant language of Sikkim, Darjeeling and  
southern Bhutan.

Sanskrit
Sanskrit is the key to a first-hand understanding of the 
vast field of classical Hindu religion and philosophy, and 
to many other areas of knowledge in classical Indian 
civilisation, such as Buddhism, aesthetics, linguistics, 
law and political theory, medicine, mathematics and 
astronomy. 

Sinhala
Sinhala is one of the two main languages of Sri Lanka. 
Though located towards the southern extreme of 
South Asia, it is historically related to the languages  
of the north.

Urdu 
The national language of Pakistan and one of the 
o¦cial languages of India, Urdu is very closely related 
to Hindi, but has a distinctive literature of its own, often 
reflecting South Asia’s heritage of Islamic culture.

The Department o�ers the widest 
coverage in Europe of research and 
teaching related to the languages, 
literatures and cultures of the main 
South Asian countries: India, Pakistan, 
Bangladesh, Sri Lanka and Nepal.

We believe that the study of language gives unique 
access to the culture of a region, its contemporary 
life and its historical civilisation. Starting from this 
premise, the Department is devoted to research and 
teaching in the languages, literatures and cultures 
of the Indian subcontinent, with the aim of reaching 
better understanding of one of the most complex 
and significant areas of the world. We o¢er a broad 
range of undergraduate courses in Bengali, Hindi, 
Nepali, Sanskrit and Urdu, while a smaller selection of 
language units is o¢ered in Gujurati and Sinhala (not 
all languages are available every year and are subject 
to quorum; current availability can be checked 
by contacting the South Asia Department). Our 
programmes also include courses taught in English 
on the literature, culture, cinema and civilisation of 
the South Asian region.

Bengali
Bengali is the major language of the north-eastern part 
of South Asia, divided between India and Bangladesh. 
It is the national language of Bangladesh, and the state 
language of West Bengal.

Gujarati 
The state language of Gujarat in western India, Gujarati 
is also spoken in Mumbai and elsewhere in South Asia, 
East Africa, the USA and the UK.

Hindi
Hindi is the major language of northern India, and is 
also promoted in a broader national role throughout 
the country. Hindi is very closely related to Urdu, 
from which it di¢ers mostly in script and in formal 
vocabulary.

Nepali 
About 50 per cent of Nepal’s 28 million people 
speak Nepali as their mother tongue, and is spoken 

Languages and Cultures Degree Programmes
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Lee Richardson
BA South Asian Studies

“I came to SOAS because I found the expertise 
and insight into the living cultures, languages 
and peoples of this subcontinent was 
something that only SOAS could provide. 

“My course has a unique interdisciplinary 
approach and has given me the tools to explore 

culture, literature, religion and history in a way 
that a more traditional course would not.

“SOAS has given me the tools needed to support 
my views with evidence. SOAS has also made 
me confident as a person, and I now have the 
courage to discuss various matters in public. I 
am happy to say that I can now both analyse 
and contribute to the outside world!”



BA South Asian Studies

BA South Asian Studies and…

UCAS Codes
For single-subject degree: 3-year course T300 
For single-subject degree with year abroad: 
BA/SAS; 4-year course T304 BA/SASYA 
For two-subject degree codes: see page 172

Duration
3 years or (with year abroad) 4 years

May Be Combined With
African Studies, Development Studies, 
Economics, English, French**, Geography*, 
History, History of Art/Archaeology, 
International Management, International 
Relations, Law, Linguistics, Music, Politics, Social 
Anthropology, Study of Religions

* Taught at King’s College London 

** Taught at University College London (UCL)

Minimum Entry Requirements
See note page 159

A-Levels: AAB (from 3 A-levels excluding 
General Studies)

IB: 35 points with 6/6/5 at Higher level

A foreign language at A-level or equivalent is 
preferred but not essential. The Department 
offers a complete ab initio training in the 
languages and their cultural backgrounds, but 
entry is also possible for applicants with prior 
linguistic knowledge.

There are four options for BA South Asian Studies, 
allowing you to decide whether you want to study  
the region broadly, or to study languages in depth  
and spend your third year in India, Nepal or 
Bangladesh.

•  BA South Asian Studies (3 years)
•   BA South Asian Studies (4 years), with language 

pathways in Bengali, Hindi, Nepali, Sanskrit and 
Urdu, and including a year abroad

•  BA South Asian Studies and... (3 years)
•   BA South Asian Studies and… (4 years), with 

language pathways in Bengali, Hindi, Nepali, 
Sanskrit and Urdu, and including a year abroad.

Our undergraduate programmes offer a combination 
of language and culture courses to give you an in-
depth knowledge of the historical and contemporary 
cultures of one of the world’s most dynamic regions. 
Courses are taught by full-time members of the 
Department or by South Asia specialists in other 
departments at SOAS.

Structure

BA South Asian Studies 
The typical programme structure for the single-
subject degree BA South Asian Studies (three- and 
four-year courses) is as follows:

Year 1 
Students take the core unit ‘South Asian Culture’, 
a compulsory unit in a South Asian language (Hindi, 
Nepali, Urdu, Bengali or Sanskrit), and two further 
units in South Asian studies or an open option course. 

Year 2
Students take a core unit in South Asian literature or 
cinema, continue the language started in Year 1, and 
take two further units in South Asian Studies or an 
open option course.

Year 3
Students taking the four-year degree spend this year in 
India, Nepal or Bangladesh; those taking the three-year 
degree undertake a core independent study project 
or two half-units in South Asian culture or literature. 
They may continue the South Asian language they 
are studying and take two further units in South Asian 
Studies or an open option course.

Year 4
Students undertake a core independent study project 
or two half-units in South Asian culture or literature. 
They may continue the South Asian language they 
are studying and take two further units in South Asian 
Studies or an open option course.

BA South Asian Studies and…
The typical programme structure for the two-subject 
degree BA South Asian Studies and… (three- and 
four-year courses) is as follows:

Year 1
Students take the core unit ‘South Asian Culture’, a 
compulsory unit in a South Asian language (Hindi, 
Nepali, Urdu, Bengali or Sanskrit), and two further 
units in their other subject.

Year 2 
Students take a core unit in South Asian literature or 
cinema, may continue the language started in Year 1, 
and take two units in their other subject or an open 
option course.

Year 3 
Students taking the four-year degree spend Year 3 in 
India, Nepal or Bangladesh; those taking the three-year 
degree undertake a core independent study project 
or two half-units in South Asian culture or literature. 
They may continue the South Asian language they 
are studying and take two further units in their other 
subject or an open option course.

Year 4 
Students undertake a core independent study 
project or take two half-units in South Asian culture 
or literature. They may continue the South Asian 
language they are studying and take two further  
units in their other subject or an open option course.

Graduate destinations
A degree in Languages and Cultures from 
SOAS will provide you with a competitive edge 
within both public and private sector. The 
multidisciplinary study of language, literature, 
history, cinema, politics, economics or law 
has a track record of helping our graduates 
secure jobs within government, international 
organisations, finance, business, management, 
media, culture and education. 

The degree also provides training in 
transferable skills, such as analytical and 
problem solving skills, required in job roles 
such as researcher and analyst, but will also 
give you the training necessary to continue 
within the field of research either at SOAS or 
other institutions.

Graduates from the Department have gone on to 
a range of careers and further study, including: 

•  Ampersand: Consultant
•  AAT: Administrative and Clerical Worker
•  Climate Change; Child in Need: Intern 
•   First Conferences: International Marketing  

Executive 

Photography: By Professor Rachel Dwyer
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Department of the Languages and Cultures of  
South East Asia

Applicant/Place Ratio 
5:1

Number of Staff
5 academic, 2 teaching and scholarship,  
6 teaching and scholarship (fractional)

RAE
Please note, the REF 2014 results were being 
published as this prospectus went to print. 
Please see our website for further information.
www.soas.ac.uk/ref2014/

Degrees
BA South East Asian Studies 
BA South East Asian Studies and... 
BA South East Asian Studies (year abroad) 
BA Burmese and... 
BA Indonesian and... 
BA Thai and... 
BA Vietnamese and...

More Information
www.soas.ac.uk/southeastasia

The Department’s BA degree programmes 
focus on the languages and cultures of 
South East Asia. We teach five languages 
of the region: Burmese (Myanmar), Khmer 
(Cambodian), Indonesian/Malay, Thai 
and Vietnamese, and also their literature, 
cinema and associated cultures.

We believe strongly that being able to speak and 
use a South East Asian language greatly enhances 
the study of this diverse and engaging region, and 
our Department is unique in the UK in o¢ering the 
opportunity to study such a wide range of languages. 
Of these languages, Burmese, Thai and Vietnamese 
are tonal languages, which means that the meaning 
of a word is determined by the pitch at which it is 
spoken. Burmese, Khmer and Thai are written in their 
own unique scripts, which have developed from a 
script that originated in South India. In addition, units 
in both traditional and modern Malay literature are 
available to students taking degrees in Indonesian.

Burmese 
Burmese, also known as Myanmar, is the national 
language of Burma (Myanmar) and has approximately 
50 million speakers. It is the first language of the 
Burmans, the country’s largest ethnic group, and a 
second language for other ethnic groups such as the 
Karen, Shan, Kachin, Chin and Mon. 

As a national language it is used throughout the 
educational system, the media, business and 
administration and for communication between 
di¢erent ethnic groups. 

Burmese is a member of the Sino-Tibetan language 
family. It has a grammar and syntax quite unlike those 
of Western languages. Two features that immediately 
strike the beginner are that it has a unique script, and 
that it is a tonal language.

Indonesian and Malay 
Indonesian and Malay are closely related languages 
and at SOAS we prioritise learning of Indonesian, 
though Malay literature is included in some advanced 
options.  Today, Indonesian and Malay are written in 
the roman script. Students specialising in Indonesian 
will also have the opportunity to learn to read Jawi, the 
Arabic-derived script in which Malay/Indonesian used 
to be written. 

Khmer (Cambodian)
Khmer is the language of the Khmer people. It is the 
o¦cial language of the Kingdom of Cambodia, and 
is also spoken by ethnic Khmer outside the country. 
With around 20 million speakers, it is one of the major 
languages in the Austro-Asiatic language family, 
related to Vietnamese and Mon (spoken in Burma). 
The language is not tonal, but it has a complex array 
of more than 30 distinct vowels, and its own intricate 
Indic writing system, related to the Burmese, Thai and 
Lao scripts. Like Thai, and other languages in mainland 
South East Asia, Khmer uses many words of Sanskrit or 
Pali origin, typically to do with religion or science. At 
present, Khmer is available only as a one-unit open 
option course at SOAS, although we hope to increase 
provision in the future.

132 For more information go to www.soas.ac.uk
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Lukas Fort
BA Anthropology and Sociology  
and Indonesian

“My interest in Indonesian cultures and 
languages led me to SOAS which I think 
is the best institution for the study of 
Social Anthropology in the UK!

“The benefit of studying at SOAS is that one 
can supplement the study of one language 
and culture with a range of other languages 
and cultures from within the same, or 
nearby regions, which complements the 
learning process in a constructive way.

“Being at SOAS does not only mean being 
among interesting and friendly students and 
teachers – it also means being surrounded 
by the many educational and cultural 
institutions, libraries, societies, cafes, pubs 
and parks that London has to o¢er.”



Thai
Thai is a member of the Tai-Kadai family of 
languages, which are dispersed across a wide area 
from northern Vietnam to northern India. Distinct 
dialects are spoken in the north, north-east and 
south of Thailand (formerly known as Siam), but it 
is the central dialect that is regarded as the national 
language. Thai is a tonal language, written in its own 
unique script. Thai is closely related to Lao, spoken 
in neighbouring Laos.

Vietnamese 
The official language of Vietnam, Vietnamese is 
the mother tongue of the Vię̂t (Kinh) people and a 
common language of 54 ethnic minorities in Vietnam. 
The Vietnamese language is also spoken in sizeable 
Vietnamese communities abroad, which form the 
Vietnamese diaspora (the largest of which reside in 
the United States, Australia, France, Canada, United 
Kingdom, Germany and in many Asian countries such 
as Korea, Japan and Thailand).

Although it is a tonal language, Vietnamese is 
distantly related to non-tonal Khmer, both belonging 
to the Austro-Asiatic family of languages. Modern 
Vietnamese is written in a modified roman script, 
which was devised by Catholic missionaries in the 
17th century.

Photography: Independence day, Seminyak, Bali, Indonesia by Anna Francesca Jennings

BA South East Asian Studies

BA South East Asian Studies 
and...

BA South East Asian Studies 
(year abroad)

UCAS Codes
For single-subject degree: T302 BA/SEASt 
For single-subject degree (year abroad):  
T301 BA/SEAS 
For two-subject degree codes:  
see page 172

Duration
3 years or (with year abroad) 4 years

May Be Combined With
Development Studies, Economics, Geography*, 
History, History of Art/Archaeology, International 
Management, International Relations, Law, 
Linguistics, Music, Politics, Social Anthropology, 
Study of Religions

* Taught at King’s College London 

Minimum Entry Requirements
See note page 159

A-Levels: AAB (from 3 A-levels excluding 
General Studies)

IB: 35 points with 6/6/5 at Higher level

Languages at SOAS are taught ab initio and 
no prior knowledge is required. A foreign 
language at A-level or equivalent is preferred 
but not essential. Applicants with non-standard 
qualifications may be invited for interview.

South East Asian Studies may be taken as a single-
subject or a two-subject degree over three years, or 
over four years including a year abroad. Both single-
subject and two-subject degree students study one 
South East Asian language (Burmese, Indonesian, 
Thai or Vietnamese), general course units on South 
East Asia taught within the Department, and course 
units with a strong South East Asian focus taught 
in other departments in the School, allowing the 
student to gain a broad understanding of the region.

Structure

BA South East Asian Studies
The typical programme structure for the single-subject 
degree BA South East Asian Studies is as follows:

Year 1
Students take the core half-units ‘Introduction to South 
East Asia’ and ‘South East Asia on Film’, a compulsory 
unit in a South East Asian language, and two further 
units in South East Asian studies or an open option 
course.

Year 2
Students take two core half-units in South East 
Asian literature or culture, optional courses totalling 
two units, which can include a continuation of the 
language started in Year 1, and an open option course.

Year 3
Students undertake a core independent study project 
and three further units, including units in South East 
Asian culture or literature, or in the South East Asian 
language they are studying or an open option course.

BA South East Asian Studies and...
The typical programme structure for the two-subject 
degree BA South East Asian Studies and… is as follows:

Year 1
Students take the core half-units ‘Introduction to South 
East Asia’ and ‘South East Asia on Film’, a compulsory 
unit in a South East Asian language and two units in 
their other subject.

Languages and Cultures Degree Programmes
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Year 2
Students take two core half-units in South East Asian 
literature or culture, may continue the language started 
in Year 1, and take two units in their other subject or an 
open option course.

Year 3
Students undertake a core independent study project 
or an extended essay (5,000 words) and a further 
half-unit in South East Asian culture or literature. 
They may continue the South East Asian language 
they are studying and take two further units in their 
other subject or an open option course.

BA South East Asian Studies (year abroad)
The typical programme structure for the single-subject 
degree BA South East Asian Studies (year abroad) is 
as follows:

Year 1
Students take the core half-units ‘Introduction to 
South East Asia’ and ‘South East Asia on Film’, a 
compulsory unit in a South East Asian language, and 
choose optional courses totalling two further units 
or one unit and an open option.

Year 2
Students take two core half-units in South East Asian 
literature or culture, may continue the language started 
in Year 1, and take two units in their other subject or an 
open option course.

Year 3
Students spend this year studying in Thailand, 
Indonesia, Burma or Vietnam.

Year 4
Students undertake a core independent study project, 
and three further units in South East Asian culture or 
literature, or in the South East Asian language they 
are studying or an open option course.

BA Burmese and…

UCAS Codes
See page 172

Duration
3 or 4 years

May Be Combined With
Development Studies, Economics, English, 
Geography*, History, History of Art/Archaeology, 
International Relations, Law, Linguistics, Music, 
Politics, Social Anthropology, Study of Religions 

* Taught at King’s College London 

Minimum Entry Requirements
See note page 159

A-Levels: AAB (from 3 A-levels excluding 
General Studies)

IB: 35 points with 6/6/5 at Higher level

Languages at SOAS are taught ab initio and 
no prior knowledge is required. A foreign 
language at A-level or equivalent is preferred 
but not essential. Applicants with non-standard 
qualifications may be invited for interview.

Burmese is studied as part of a two-subject degree 
and may be taken over three or four years; students 
studying for a four-year degree spend Year 3 studying 
Burmese in Burma (Myanmar).

Structure
Year 1
Students take the core language unit ‘Burmese 
Language 1’, two half-units ‘Introduction to South 
East Asia’ and ‘South East Asia on Film’ and two units  
in their other subject.

Year 2
Students take one core unit ‘Burmese Language 
2’, two half-units in South East Asian literature or 
culture, and two units in their other subject or an 
open option course.

Photography: Yangon, Myanmar  by Hong Minh Tran
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Year 3 
Students taking the four-year degree spend Year 3  
in Yangon (Rangoon); those taking the three-year 
degree take a core unit in Burmese language, 
undertake an independent study project, and take  
two further units in their other subject or an open 
option course.

Year 4 
Students take a core unit in Burmese language, 
undertake an independent study project, and  
choose two other units in their other subject or  
an open option course.

BA Indonesian and…

UCAS Codes
See page 172

Duration
3 or 4 years

May Be Combined With
Arabic, Chinese+, English, Korean+, Development 
Studies, Economics, French*, Geography**, 
History, History of Art/Archaeology, 
International Relations, Law, Linguistics, Music, 
Politics, Social Anthropology, Study of Religions

+  4-year degree with (compulsory) 1 year abroad in 

China or Korea 

*  Taught at University College London (UCL);  

apply to UCL for this degree

** Taught at King’s College London

Minimum Entry Requirements
See note page 159

A-Levels: AAB (from 3 A-levels excluding 
General Studies)

IB: 35 points with 6/6/5 at Higher level

Languages at SOAS are taught ab initio and 
no prior knowledge is required. A foreign 
language at A-level or equivalent is preferred 
but not essential. Applicants with non-standard 
qualifications may be invited for interview.

Indonesian is studied as part of a two-subject 
degree. Students may choose a three-year or a 
four-year degree, the latter including one year 
spent abroad at two universities in Indonesia. 

The degree gives students a good command  
of Indonesian and training in a discipline.

Structure
Year 1
Students take the core language unit ‘Indonesian 
Language 1’, two half-units ‘Introduction to South 
East Asia’ and ‘South East Asia on Film’, and two units  
in their other subject.

Year 2 
Students take the core unit ‘Indonesian Language 2’  
and the core half-unit ‘Cultural Foundations of 
Indonesia’, a further half-unit in Indonesian literature 
or culture, and two units in their other subject or an 
open option course.

Year 3 
Students taking the four-year degree spend Year 3 at 
two universities in Yogyakarta and Bandung in Java; 
those taking the three-year degree take a core unit 
in Indonesian language, undertake an independent 
study project or an extended essay (5,000 words), 
and take a further half-unit in Indonesian or South 
East Asian culture or literature and two further units 
in their other subject or an open option course.

Year 4
Students take a core unit in Indonesian language, 
undertake an independent study project or an 
extended essay (5,000 words), and take a further 
half-unit in Indonesian or South East Asian culture  
or literature and two further units in their other 
subject or an open option course.

BA Thai and…

UCAS Codes
See page 172

Duration
3 or 4 years

May Be Combined With
Development Studies, Economics, English, 
French**, Geography*, History, History of Art/
Archaeology, International Relations, Law, 
Linguistics, Music, Politics, Social Anthropology, 
Study of Religions

* Taught at King’s College London 

** Taught at University College London (UCL)

Minimum Entry Requirements
See note page 159

A-Levels: AAB (from 3 A-levels excluding 
General Studies)

IB: 35 points with 6/6/5 at Higher level

Languages at SOAS are taught ab initio and 
no prior knowledge is required. A foreign 
language at A-level or equivalent is preferred 
but not essential. Applicants with non-standard 
qualifications may be invited for interview.

Thai is studied as part of a two-subject degree. 
Students may choose a three-year or a four-year 
degree, the latter including a year abroad at a 
university in Thailand. 

The degree gives students a good command of  
the Thai language and training in a discipline.

Structure
Year 1 
Students take the core language unit ‘Thai Language 
1’, two half-units ‘Introduction to South East Asia’ 
and ‘South East Asia on Film’ and two units in their 
other subject.

Year 2
Students take two core units, ‘Thai Language 2’  
and ‘Thai Cultural Texts’ and two units in their  
other subject or an open option course.

Year 3 
Students taking the four-year degree spend Year 3  
at Thammasat University in Bangkok; those taking the 
three-year degree take a core unit in Thai language, 
undertake an independent study project or an extended 
essay (5,000 words), and take a further half-unit in Thai 
or South East Asian culture or literature and two further 
units in their other subject or an open option course.

Year 4 
Students take a core unit in Thai language, undertake 
an independent study project or an extended essay, 
and take a further half-unit in Thai or South East Asian 
culture or literature and two further units in their other 
subject or an open option course.

Photography: Chiang Mai, Thailand by Kerry Taylor
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Vietnamese is studied as part of a two-subject 
degree and may be taken over three or four years; 
students studying for a four-year degree spend 
Year 3 at a university in Vietnam.

For the latest course information, please visit  
www.soas.ac.uk/southeastasia

Structure

Year 1
Students take the core language unit ‘Vietnamese 
Language 1’, two half-units ‘Introduction to South 
East Asia’ and ‘South East Asia on Film’ and two units 
in their other subject.

Year 2
Students take one core unit ‘Vietnamese Language  
2’, two half-units in South East Asian literature or 
culture, and two units in their other subject or an 
open option course.

Year 3
Students taking the four-year degree spend Year 3 at 
Hanoi University; those taking the three-year degree 
take a core unit in Vietnamese language or literature, 
undertake an independent study project, and take 
two further units in their other subject or an open 
option course.

Year 4 
Students take a core unit in Vietnamese language or 
literature, undertake an independent study project, 
and take two other units in their other subject or an 
open option course.

Graduate destinations
A degree in Languages and Cultures from 
SOAS will provide you with a competitive edge 
within both public and private sector. The 
multidisciplinary study of language, literature, 
history, cinema, politics, economics or law 
has a track record of helping our graduates 
secure jobs within government, international 
organisations, finance, business, management, 
media, culture and education. 

The degree also provides training in transferable 
skills, such as analytical and problem solving 
skills, required in job roles such as researcher 
and analyst, but will also give you the training 
necessary to continue within the field of 
research either at SOAS or other institutions.

Graduates from this Department have gone on to 
a range of careers and further study, including: 

•  teaching assistant (British Council) 
•   correspondence o¦cer (Medical Defence 

Union)
•  Vietnamese teacher (SOAS)

Students have also gone on to postgraduate 
study at Master's and doctoral level, in areas 
including Social Anthropology, Asian Languages 
and Cultural Studies.

BA Vietnamese and…

UCAS Codes
See page 172

Duration
3 or 4 years

May Be Combined With
Development Studies, Economics, English, 
Geography*, History, History of Art/Archaeology, 
International Relations, Law, Linguistics, Music, 
Politics, Social Anthropology, Study of Religions 

* Taught at King’s College London

Minimum Entry Requirements
See note page 159

A-Levels: AAB (from 3 A-levels excluding 
General Studies)

IB: 35 points with 6/6/5 at Higher level

Languages at SOAS are taught ab initio and 
no prior knowledge is required. A foreign 
language at A-level or equivalent is preferred 
but not essential. Applicants with non-standard 
qualifications may be invited for interview.

Department of the

Study of Religions

Applicant/Place Ratio 
4:1

Number of Staff
13 academic, 1 teaching and scholarship,  
13 teaching and scholarship (fractional)

RAE
Please note, the REF 2014 results were being 
published as this prospectus went to print. 
Please see our website for further information.
www.soas.ac.uk/ref2014/

Degrees
BA Study of Religions 
BA Study of Religions and...

More Information
www.soas.ac.uk/religions

The study of religions has been a 
major part of the School’s academic 
programme since its inception in 1917. 
The Department’s excellence is evident 
from the 65 per cent four- and three-
star rating that it received in the most 
recent Research Assessment Exercise.

At SOAS we study religions because they have been 
powerful, dynamic and enduring forces in all societies 
at all times. They have exercised an enormous 
influence on the formation and development of 
global political, economic, cultural, moral and 
philosophical systems. It is impossible to understand 
any culture without studying its religious traditions 
and practices. A culture’s religion encapsulates its 
people’s values and ideas, sets forward their role 
models and is integrally related to a sense of identity 
for many. So in studying religions one is studying how 
people reflect on and react to what they consider to 
be of ultimate significance and value. 

The Department is uniquely able to o¢er a 
comprehensive and profound insight into the dynamic 
interactions behind religious thought and practices 
of the regions of Africa, Asia and the Middle East. It 
is formed around academics who draw inspiration 
from the lived realities of the religious traditions they 
specialise in and who have a passion for their subject. 
Sta¢ members work from a deeply empathetic, non-
confessional understanding that comes from long-
standing familiarity with and experience of the lived  
and historical aspects of all of the world’s major 
religious traditions. 

Our teaching is research-driven and interdisciplinary. 
This means that our courses o¢er the following 
advantages:

•   Study of a wider range of religious traditions, 
and in more depth than any other programme 
in the field, anywhere in the world: Buddhism 
in nearly all its doctrinal and regional varieties, 
Asian, African and Middle Eastern Christianities, 
Hinduism, Islam, Jainism, Judaism, Shinto, Taoism 
and Zoroastrianism, as well as the local religious 
cultures of Asia and Africa. 

•   Strongly interdisciplinary, methodologically 
diverse and intellectually rigorous approaches, 
ensuring advanced and comprehensive learning 
in theoretical approaches to religion as well 
as in historical, anthropological, philosophical, 
sociological and textual approaches to the study  
of particular religious traditions. 

•   A unique opportunity to access cutting-edge 
academic expertise and unrivalled resources on 
Asian and African religions as part of a spirited, 
cosmopolitan student community and within the 
vibrant religious and cultural scene of London. 
Visits to centres of worship form an integral part  
of many of our courses.

Degree Programmes Languages and Cultures 
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BA Study of Religions

BA Study of Religions and...

UCAS Codes
For single-subject degree: V627 BA/SR 
For two-subject degree codes: see page 172

Duration
3 or 4 years

May Be Combined With
African Studies, Arabic+, Burmese++, Chinese+, 
Development Studies, Economics, Geography*, 
Georgian, Hebrew+, History, History of Art/
Archaeology, Indonesian++, International 
Relations, Japanese+, Japanese Studies, Korean+, 
Law, Linguistics, Middle Eastern Studies, Music, 
Persian, Politics, Social Anthropology, South 
Asian Studies++, South East Asian Studies, Swahili+, 
Thai++, Tibetan++, Turkish+, Vietnamese++

+ 4-year degree with (compulsory) 1 year abroad
++ 3- or 4-year degree with option of 1 year abroad

* Taught at King’s College London

Minimum Entry Requirements
See note page 159

A-Levels: ABB (from 3 A-levels excluding 
General Studies)

IB: 33 points with 5/5/5 at Higher level

Structure
The course structure for single-subject and  
two-subject BA Study of Religions programmes  
is as follows:

Year 1
Core courses for Year 1 are ‘Introduction to the 
Study of Religions’ (all students) plus four (single-
subject degree) or two (two-subject degree) of the 
following half-unit areas or foundation courses:

•  Buddhism: Foundation
•  World Christianities 
•  Hinduism: Foundation 
•  Judaism: Foundation 
•  Religions of East and Central Asia 
•  Religions of Africa 
•  Zoroastrianism: Foundation

Two-subject degree students will also take core 
units from their other subject. For students who are 
registered for a degree in which the other subject 
requires three units in Year 1 (such as BA Chinese 
and Study of Religions), the Study of Religions  
Year 1 core course is ‘Introduction to the Study of 
Religions’ plus at least two half-units from the list 
above taken in the next available year (Year 2 for  
BA Arabic and Study of Religions, Year 3 for BA 
Chinese and Study of Religions).

Single-subject students may also take one course  
unit from: 

•  Introduction to Islam 
•  Introduction to Jainism 
•   A language unit from the Languages and  

Cultures Faculty
•   An open option from another department

Years 2 and 3
In Years 2 and 3, students will largely design their  
own study programmes by choosing, in consultation 
with their personal tutor, from the many advanced 
courses available each year. Two-subject degree 
students will take at least 2.5 further course units 
in the Study of Religions. In Year 3 an independent 
study project is compulsory for single-subject BA 
Study of Religions students. 

Rabah Tahraou
BA Study of Religions 

“The best thing about this course is that you 
can choose every module and every topic 
yourself, which is rare in many universities.

“SOAS offers a learning oriented environment 
that consistently challenges the way you 
think. Also, there is such a diverse group 
of people here that there are virtually no 
limitations to the different perspectives 
and opinions that you can learn from. 

“I would describe my time at SOAS as 
challenging, fun and very fulfilling and satisfying.”
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Graduate destinations
With a degree in Study of Religions from SOAS 
you will have the skills required to work in a 
range of professional roles in business and 
in the public sector. As for example, students 
have gone on to employment government, 
international organisations, finance, business, 
management, media, culture and education 
where an understanding of peoples’ di¢erent 
cultures, histories and beliefs concerning 
fundamental issues is needed. Graduates have 
also continued in the field of research, either at 
SOAS or other institutions.

Graduates are also equipped with a portfolio 
of widely transferable skills which employers 
seek in many professional and management 
careers in both business and the public 
sector. These include; the ability to research, 
amass and order information from a variety 
of sources often both in the original or other 
relevant languages; analytical skills to assess 
critically the materials relevant to a specific 
issue; written and oral communication skills 
to present, discuss and debate opinions and 
conclusions; and problem solving skills. 

Graduates have gone on to work for a range of 
organisations including:

•   Free Fair DRC: Translator/Social Media 
Facilitator  

•   Hare Krishna Movement: Head of  
Development

•  Groundwork: Green Champion 
•  University of Hargersa: Teaching English 
•  Envision: Youth Charity Intern
•  3 Faiths Forum: Education intern 
•  Desk O¦cer Kuwait & Assistant Desk
•   Foreign and Commonwealth O¦ce:  

 O¦cer Saudi Arabia
•  Invisible Structures: Director
•  Infoplan International: PR Assistant 
•  JET: Assistant Language Teacher 
•  Yeni International: Operations Director
•  City Lit: Librarian
•  Christian Solidarity Worldwide:  
    Team Leader South Asia  

•   Queen Victoria Hospital: Specialist 
Optometrist 

•   University of Munich: Post Doctoral 
Researcher 

•  Church of England: Vicar 
•  Darenth Valley Hospital: General Surgeon
•  Employability Forum: Charity Intern
•  Islamic Book Trust: Editor
•  Moore Services Ltd: Managing Director
•  Jenny Black Designs: Accounts Manager

Photography: Shwedagon Pagoda, Yangon, Myanmar by Chelsea Bahar Gokcay

BA Geography and… 

UCAS Codes
See pages 172

Duration
3 or 4 years

May Be Combined With
African Studies, Arabic+, Burmese++, Chinese+, 
Development Studies, Economics, Georgian, 
Hebrew, History, History of Art/Archaeology, 
Indonesian++, International Relations, Japanese, 
Korean+, Law, Linguistics, Middle Eastern Studies, 
Music, Persian, Politics, Social Anthropology, 
South Asian Studies++, South East Asian Studies, 
Study of Religions, Swahili+, Thai++, Tibetan, 
Turkish+, Vietnamese++

+ 4-year degree with (compulsory) 1 year abroad  
++ 3- or 4-year degree with option of 1 year abroad

Minimum Entry Requirements
See note page 159

A-Levels: AAB (from 3 A-levels excluding 
General Studies)

IB: 35 points with 6/6/5 at Higher level

  
Joint Degrees

It is possible to combine certain  
SOAS subjects with specific subjects  
that are o�ered at other University of 
London colleges. You should check 
the following entries for possible 
combinations, as well as the relevant 
degree descriptions earlier in the 
prospectus. Further information about 
the degree combinations can also be 
found on the websites of the other 
respective institutions.

The Department of Geography at King’s College 
London (KCL) comprises a concentration of scholars 
and specialists in the geography of Africa and Asia  
not found anywhere else in Europe. Additional 
options are also available on the Caribbean and 
Latin America, as well as courses in both physical 
and human geography that place development 
problems in a global environmental context. 

Students combining Geography with another  
subject are registered at SOAS but receive tuition  
in Geography at KCL’s Strand campus, and enjoy the 
facilities of both colleges. Applicants should apply  
to SOAS only. 

For more information on Geography, please contact  
Dr Deborah Potts at geog.admissions@kcl.ac.uk or  
visit www.soas.ac.uk/geography and  
www.kcl.ac.uk/geography

BA… and French

UCAS Code
RT19

Duration
4 years with 1 year abroad

May Be Combined With
Arabic, South Asian Studies, Hebrew, Hindi, 
Indonesian, Persian, Swahili, Thai, Turkish

Minimum Entry Requirements
See note page 159

A-Levels: AAA for all programmes (from 3 
A-levels excluding General Studies)

IB: 38 points to include: Grade 6 in French B  
at Higher level

African, Asian and Middle Eastern languages taught at 
SOAS (Arabic, Hindi, Indonesian, Persian, Swahili, Thai 
and Turkish) may be combined with French, which is 
taught at University College London (UCL). All these 
degree combinations are four-year degrees, with an 
integral year of study abroad. Applicants should 
apply to UCL only (institution code name: UCL, and 
institution short code: U80). Further information can 
be found at www.ucl.ac.uk/french. 
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SOAS o�ers a range of certificates and 
diplomas in social sciences, humanities 
and languages, taught by the School’s 
academic departments. 

They are generally based on undergraduate degree 
programmes. Applicants study alongside degree 
students and are assessed in the same way as their 
degree counterparts. Successful students gain a 
SOAS award, and may get exemptions from degree 
study should they wish to continue their studies.

A number of students, including some from overseas 
who began in this way with the certificate, have 
eventually gone on to study for a full BA. Other 
students, contemplating a BA but uncertain of their 
own abilities or of the work involved, or about whom 
the School itself has reservations, may embark on  
a certificate for a probationary period.

Patterns of transition from certificate to BA include 
the following, depending upon the circumstances  
of each individual student:

•   A full certificate may be completed, after which 
the student may then apply, through UCAS, to 
begin a BA from the beginning. (This arrangement 
has been adopted, for example, in cases where the 
School has faith in a student’s capacity, but where 
perhaps because of unsuitable schooling or the 
unavailability of suitable A-level subjects on o¢er,  
the chances of satisfactory A-level results are slim.) 

•   A student, having completed one year of part-time 
certificate work satisfactorily and finding it rewarding, 
may then transfer from the certificate and apply to 
begin a BA from the beginning. 

•   A student may complete a certificate, and then apply, 
through UCAS, for second-year entry to a BA.

 Admission standards for the certificate may be  
a little lower than those for the BA.

Certificates and Diplomas

Duration
Most of the programmes are available full-time 
over one year, and most allow for part-time 
study (daytime only) over two or three years.

Minimum Entry Requirements
The minimum entry requirement is the ability 
to demonstrate the potential to study at 
undergraduate level. However, programmes 
may have their own specific requirements,  
such as, in the case of language-based studies,  
a proven ability to learn a language.

Applying
Applications for undergraduate certificates and 
diplomas should be made directly to SOAS. 
Complete the online application at:  
www.soas.ac.uk/certificates.

Structure
Students take undergraduate courses to the 
value of four units. Most courses are valued at 
one unit. Two-year part-time students must take 
courses to the value of two units each year. 
Part-time students must pass a minimum of one 
course in each year to proceed to the next year 
of study. Failed courses can be repeated, but 
only two repeats in each course are permitted.

Assessment and Awards
Students are assessed by the same methods 
as those following degrees. In general, this 
is by a combination of coursework and 
written examinations taken in May/June, 
and possibly oral examinations for language 
courses. Students must pass four courses at 
40 per cent or better to be eligible for the 
award of a School Certificate or Diploma.

For up-to-date information on SOAS certificates 
and diplomas, visit www.soas.ac.uk/certificates.

Note: SOAS also o¢ers various other 
study opportunities. We have exchange 
agreements with a number of institutions 
across Europe, we welcome Study Abroad 
students, and we run a wide range of 
language diplomas and courses in the SOAS 
Language Centre. For details see page 22.

BA Global Cinema and  
Screen Arts

UCAS Code
RT19

Duration
Full time: 3 years 
Part time: 4 years

Minimum Entry Requirements
See note page 159

UCAS tari¢ points: 300

This programme allows you to study a range of 
historical and contemporary global cinematic 
traditions in-depth, while allowing you to develop 
your critical reasoning skills as well as an array of 
linguistic and practical film-making skills. It allows 
you to explore a range of stimulating options 
focused on specific regional and national cinemas 
and cultural contexts, with specific references to 
Europe, North and South America, Asia, Africa and 
the Middle East.

This is a unique programme in the UK, delivered jointly 
by Birkbeck and SOAS, both University of London 
colleges with distinct expertise respectively within 
western and non-western cinemas and cultures.

You will gain:

•   advanced knowledge and understanding of 
approaches, methods and theories in film and 
cultural studies with particular reference to the 
study of global cinemas

•   advanced skills in researching and writing about 
topics in film studies from a social, historical, 
political and cultural perspective

•   advanced skills in presentation and/or the 
communication of knowledge and understanding 
of topics in film and cultural studies

•   practical skills in screenplay writing, and curating

This programme is aimed at students who intend to 
find professional employment in film/media related 
industries such as art house cinemas (educational 
o¦cers), DVD distribution companies, arts 
administration, cultural institutions and publishing. Also, 
for students wishing to continue their education at 
postgraduate level.

Structure

The full-time programme comprises 360 credits 
over 3 years: 

Year 1
Compulsory Course  (30 credits) and options (90 
credits). Within option modules, a minimum of 60 
credits should be made up of film modules, while 
the remaining 30 credits will be an open option (film, 
language, literature, or screen writing modules).

Year two:
Compulsory Course (30 credits) and options (90 
credits). Within option modules, a minimum of 60 
credits should be made up of film modules, while 
the remaining 30 credits will be an open option (film, 
language, literature, or screen writing modules).

Year three:
Dissertation (core requirement) (30 credits) and options 
(90 credits). Within option modules, a minimum of 
60 credits should be made up of film modules, while 
the remaining 30 credits will be an open option (film, 
language, literature, or screen writing modules).

The part-time programme comprises 360 credits over 
4 years:

•   Year 1: Compulsory Course (30 credits) and 
options (60 credits). Within option modules, a 
minimum of 30 credits should be made up of film 
modules, while the remaining 30 credits will be an 
open option (a choice of film, language, literature, 
or screen writing modules).

•   Year 2: Compulsory Course (30 credits) and 
options (60 credits). 60 credits will be exclusively 
film modules.

•   Year 3: Options (90 credits). Within option 
modules, a minimum of 60 credits should be made 
up of film modules, while the remaining 30 credits 
will be an open option (a choice of film, language, 
literature, or screen writing modules).

•   Year 4: Dissertation (core requirement) (30 credits) 
and options (60 credits). Within option modules, a 
minimum of 30 credits should be made up of film 
modules, while the remaining 30 credits will be an 
open option (a choice of film, language, literature, 
or screen writing modules).

Degree Programmes Joint Degrees
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This certificate is based on the first year of the BA 
Ancient Near Eastern Studies offered by the Near 
and Middle East Department (see page 110 for 
further information).

Full-time students normally take an introductory 
course in Akkadian (Babylonian and Assyrian) in the 
cuneiform script, a survey course in the literature 
of the Middle East at SOAS ('Literatures of the 
Near and Middle East'), and two units at University 
College London (UCL), typically 'Western Asiatic 
Archaeology', 'Biblical Hebrew', or another history 
or archaeology course (if available). Students may 
also under certain circumstances study either 
'Introductory Sumerian' or 'Introductory Hittite' at 
SOAS instead of one of the other courses, depending 
on which is available.

Part-time students have the option of taking a more 
intensive language-learning programme.

Structure
Students can choose to study full-time (one year) 
or part-time (two or three years). Four units must 
be undertaken and passed to gain the certificate. 
Generally, two units are taken at SOAS and two units 
are taken at UCL.

UCL units
Full-time syllabus (one year)
Possible units include:

•  Introductory unit in Biblical Hebrew
•  Introductory unit in Western Asiatic Archaeology

Part-time syllabus
Possible units include:

•  Introduction to Classical Hebrew
•  Peoples and Societies of the Ancient Near East
•  Texts in Archaeology
•  The Ancient Near East to 1200 BC
•  The Ancient Near East from 1200 to 330 BC

SOAS units
Full-time syllabus (one year)
Students normally take these SOAS units:

•  Introductory Akkadian
•  Literatures of the Near and Middle East

Part-time syllabus (two or three years)
Possible units include:

•  Introductory Akkadian
•  Akkadian Texts 1
•  Introductory Sumerian
•  Sumerian Texts 1
•  Introductory Hittite
•  Hittite Texts 1

Certificate in Ancient Near 
Eastern Studies

Duration
Full-time: 1 year
Part-time: 2 or 3 years

Photography: Drink seller, Jerusalem by Abigail WoodPhotography: Vakil Mosque, inner prayer hall, Shiraz, Iran by Ana-Marija Grbanovic
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This certificate is essentially equivalent to Year 1 of 
the School’s four-year BA degree in Arabic offered 
by the Near and Middle East Department (see page 
107 for further information). Students acquire a 
solid initial knowledge of the written language and 
some with the spoken, and familiarise themselves 
with aspects of Middle Eastern history and culture. 
No prior knowledge of Arabic is required.

Structure
Students take Arabic 1, which is equivalent to three 
course units. They also choose a fourth unit from the 
list of approved units.

Course Structure
Compulsory course:

•  Arabic 1 

Choose one of the following:

•  Introduction to Arabic Culture
•  Introduction to Islam
•  Literatures of the Near and Middle East 
•  Music of the Middle East and North Africa
•   Art and Material Culture of the Islamic World:  

7th to 14th Centuries
•   Mosaics, Manuscripts, and Wall Painting in  

Islamic Art 
•   Introduction to the History of the Near and  

Middle East

Certificate in Arabic Studies

Duration
Part-time: 2 or 3 years

This certificate is complementary to the full-time 
Certificate in Arabic, and designed for those unable 
to follow a full-time programme and interested in 
a different balance of language and non-language-
based courses. No prior knowledge of Arabic  
is required.

Structure
This is a part-time programme of study. Four units  
are taken over two or three years.

Year 1
Students take the following course and choose  
one unit from the approved option units list.

•  Arabic 100 

Year 2
Students take the following course and choose  
one unit from the approved option units list.

•  Arabic 200 

Approved option units:

•  Introduction to Arabic Culture
•  Introduction to Islam 
•  Literatures of the Near and Middle East
•  Music of the Middle East and North Africa 
•   Art and Material Culture of the Islamic World:  

7th to 14th Centuries 
•   Mosaics, Manuscripts, and Wall Painting in Islamic Art 
•   Introduction to the History of the Near and  

Middle East 

Year 3 (optional)
One unit can be left to a third year of study if desired 
(a third year of Arabic language). This unit replaces 
one of the approved option units in either Year 1 or 2.

•  Arabic 300 

Certificate in Arabic

Duration
Full-time: 1 year

Certificate in Nepali Studies

Duration
Part-time only, 2 or 3 years

Certificate in Persian

Duration
Full-time: 1 year 
Part-time: 2 or 3 years

This certificate is intended to provide students 
with the opportunity to study Nepali language 
to intermediate level and to develop a critical 
understanding of Nepali culture and society. 

Structure

Part-time (2 years)
Year 1
•   Elementary Nepali (2 hours per week (hpw) evening 

class plus intensive top-up course) 
or
•   Nepali Language 1 (two 2-hour daytime classes per 

week) with Society, Culture and Politics in Nepal (one 
2-hour daytime class per week)

Year 2
•   Intermediate Nepali (2 hpw evening class plus 

intensive top-up course)
or
•   Nepali Language 2 (two 2-hour daytime classes  

per week) with an independent study project 

Part-time (3 years)
Year 1
•   Elementary Nepali (2 hpw evening class plus 

intensive top-up course) or
•   Nepali Language 1 (two 2-hour daytime  

classes per week)

Year 2
•   Intermediate Nepali (2 hpw evening class plus 

intensive top-up course) 
or
•   Nepali Language 2 (two 2-hour daytime classes per 

week) with Society, Culture and Politics in Nepal 
(one 2-hour daytime class per week)

Year 3
Independent study project.

This certificate is an introductory qualification in 
Persian language. Students acquire a solid initial 
knowledge of the written and spoken language 
of modern Iran and study the historical and 
cultural background of the Middle East. When 
taken full-time (in one year) it corresponds to 
Year 1 of the BA Persian programme offered 
by the Near and Middle East Department 
(see page 113 for further information). No 
prior knowledge of Persian is required. 

Structure

Full-time (1 year)
•  Persian Language 1 (2 units)
•  Literatures of the Near and Middle East
•  Introduction to Islam

Part-time (2 years)
Two units are taken each year. The first year Persian 
Language 1 is taken. The second year Persian Language 
2 is taken and students choose either 'Classical Persian 
Prose Texts' or 'Modern Persian Poetry'.

Course units
•  Persian Language 1 (2 units) 
•  Persian Language 2
•  Classical Persian Prose Texts
•  Modern Persian Poetry 

Alternative part-time (2 years)
A more gradual path to acquisition of language. Year 1 
'Elementary Written Persian' is taken as well as another 
approved option. In year 2 'Elementary Persian Texts' is 
taken as well as another approved option.

•  Elementary Written Persian
•  Elementary Persian Texts

Degree Programmes Diplomas and Certificates Diplomas and Certificates Degree Programmes
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This certificate aims to provide tuition in Sanskrit 
leading to a qualification for ab initio learners, 
based on the beginners', lower intermediate and 
upper Intermediate courses currently taught in  
the Language Centre. 

By the end of the certificate course, students  
should have:

•   acquired a solid working knowledge of  
Sanskrit grammar

•   a basic knowledge of the history of Sanskrit literature 
in its historical and literary contexts

•   studied a selection of various genres of Sanskrit 
literature, including epics and classical Sanskrit  
court literature

•   developed an ability to read, analyse and 
comprehend Sanskrit texts.

Structure
Year 1 — beginner level
Term 1:

•   Sound System of Sanskrit: Identification  
and Pronunciation

•  Writing System: Reading and Writing Practice
•  Investigating Case, Number, Person
•  Basic Grammar and Syntax: Simple Sentences
•  Pronominals; Vocabulary Building
•  Reading a Short Sanskrit Text

Term 2:

•  Exploring the Present System of the Sanskrit Verb
•   Declension: Nouns Ending in Short and Long Vowels
•   Reading Selected Stories in Sanskrit from the Textbook 
•  Relative and Demonstrative Pronouns
•  More About Sandhi
•  Further Reading and Vocabulary Building

This certificate is a one-year course that is offered 
by the Department of Politics and International 
Studies to those who are keen to study politics 
at master’s level but do not have a first degree 
in the subject. It is also of interest for those who 
do not wish to commit three or four years to an 
undergraduate degree but want to study some 
introductory courses. It is particularly useful for 
students who have a first degree in an Africa-  
or Asia-related subject or language and wish to  
apply that skill to the study of a particular country  
or region.

Structure
Students normally choose two Introductory units 
and one each from the Disciplinary and Regional 
units. Please note: the structure of this programme 
was subject to change at the time of going to print. 
Please check our website for up-to-date details.

Introductory units
•  Introduction to Political Study
•  States, People and Power in Asia and Africa

Disciplinary units
•  International Politics
•  Political Theory
•  Politics of Development
•  Comparative Political Sociology of Asia and Africa

Regional units
•  Government and Politics of the Middle East
•  Government and Politics of South Asia
•  South East Asian Government and Politics
•  Government and Politics of China
•  The State and Politics in Africa
•  Taiwan’s Political and Economic Development

Certificate in Sanskrit 

Duration
Part-time: 3 years

Certificate in Political Studies 

Duration
Full-time: 1 year 
Part-time: 2 or 3 years

Term 3:

•  Gerunds, Infinitives and the Past Passive Participle 
•  Adjectives and Agent Nouns
•  Prepositions and Prefixes
•  Further Reading and Vocabulary Building
•  Tackling a Long Text in Sanskrit
•  Preparation and End-of-Year Examination

Year 2 — lower intermediate level
Term 1:

•   Translation: Sanskrit into English; English into Sanskrit
•  Reading, Analysing and Translating Sanskrit Texts
•   The Story of Nala and Damayanti from the 

Mahabharata
•   Listening to and Reciting Verses from the Upanishads 

and the Bhagavad Gita
•   Introduction to History of Sanskrit Literature  

and Prosody

Term 2:

•   Translation: Sanskrit into English; English into Sanskrit
•  Reading, Analysing and Translating Sanskrit Texts
•   Selected Readings from the Ramayana of  

Srimad Valmiki
•   Listening to and Reciting Verses from the Upanishads 

and the Bhagavad Gita 

Term 3:

•   Translation: Sanskrit into English; English into Sanskrit
•  Reading, Analysing and Translating Sanskrit Texts
•   Further Readings from the Ramayana of  

Srimad Valmiki
•   Listening to and Reciting Verses from the Upanishads 

and the Bhagavad Gita
•  Preparation for End-of-Year Examination

Year 3 — upper intermediate level
Term 1:

•  Reading, Analysing and Translating Sanskrit Text
•  Canto 1 of the Raghuvamsa of Kalidasa
•   Introduction to Poetics (for example, Alamkaras  

and Metre)

Certificate in South  
Asian Studies 

Duration
Full-time: 1 year 
Part-time: 2 or 3 years

This certificate is equivalent to Year 1 of the BA 
degree in South Asian Studies offered by the 
South Asia Department (see page 128 for further 
information) and is designed for students who want 
to study South Asia but cannot commit themselves 
to a three-year degree programme.

Structure
The composition of the certificate is flexible, but 
would typically be similar to that of the first year of  
BA South Asian Studies, consisting of a language unit, 
the course ‘South Asian Culture’ and two further units 
on South Asian subjects from within the Department 
or elsewhere in the School. Individual programmes 
have to be approved by the undergraduate tutor or 
the head of department.

Term 2:

•  Reading, Analysing and Translating Sanskrit Text
•   Readings from Abhijñana Shakuntalam and 

Kumārasambhava of Kalidasa 
•   Continued Study of Poetics (Sanskrit Literary Theory)

Term 3:

•  Revision for the Certificate in Sanskrit Examination
•  Mock Examination
•  Final Examination
•   Review; Analysis and Discussion of Sanskrit 

Programme
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When taken full-time the syllabus is usually the 
same as Year 1 of the BA programme in Turkish 
offered by the Near and Middle East Department 
(see page 118 for further information). Part-time 
study over two or three years allows the student  
to develop language skills acquired in the first  
year. No prior knowledge of Turkish is required.

Certificate in Turkish

Duration
Full-time: 1 year 
Part-time: 2 or 3 years

Certificate in the Study  
of Religions

Duration
Full-time: 1 year 
Part-time: 2 or 3 years

This certificate serves various purposes. It has been 
taken by a number of overseas students who have 
come to this country for one year’s study, often as 
part of their degree work at home. They have thus 
acquired a SOAS qualification at the same time as 
completing another year towards their own home 
degree. Some home students have also taken it 
to follow up some particular interest or (as in the 
case, for example, of a qualified Study of Religions 
teacher trained chiefly in the Judaeo-Christian 
tradition) to broaden horizons.

Structure
The Certificate in the Study of Religions consists of 
four units from the current BA Study of Religions list 
of undergraduate courses, chosen in consultation 
with the student’s personal tutor and approved by 
the head of department. Up to one unit, not from 
Study of Religions but related, may be included.

Certificate in Turkish Studies 

Duration
Full-time: 1 year 
Part-time: 2 or 3 years

This certificate is designed for students who have a 
good level of competence in Turkish language and 
do not therefore need intensive language tuition.

For further information on the Near and Middle 
East Department and its undergraduate degree 
programmes, see page 110.

Structure

Language course
A language course at a suitable level is chosen from 
the following list:

•  Intermediate Modern Turkish Language 
•  Advanced Turkish/English/Turkish Translation 
•  Ottoman Turkish Language

Optional courses
The remaining three courses will be chosen from 
the Turkish list available in the relevant year. Course 
choice is subject to approval by the Department and 
acceptance by the teacher concerned.

Structure

Full-time (1 year)
•  Intensive Turkish Language (2 units)
•  Literatures of the Near and Middle East 
•   Another unit on Turkish Studies from elsewhere in 

the School

Part-time (2 years)
•   Two units are taken each year. The first year 

Intensive Turkish Language is taken.

Part-time (3 years)
•   Two units are taken the first year and one each in 

the following other years. The first year Intensive 
Turkish Language is taken.

Individual programmes must be approved by the 
undergraduate tutor or Head of Department.

This diploma provides a programme of study at 
advanced undergraduate level for students who 
want to continue their Sanskrit studies. It does 
not have to be combined with another subject 
and does not start at beginner level. Applicants 
must have the Cambridge International A-level 
(or equivalent) in Sanskrit, or demonstrate a 
comparable proficiency at interview.

The diploma is designed for students who are in 
daily employment but desire or need university 
qualifications in Sanskrit and expect degree-level 
teaching by fully qualified and experienced staff.

Diploma in Sanskrit 

Duration
Part-time: 2 years

Structure
A total of four units, taken from the BA half-degree 
syllabus provided for the second and third year.

Two courses from the following lists:

Year 1 
•  Sanskrit Language 2
•  Selected Texts from the Sanskrit Epic
•  Classical Sanskrit Court Literature 1

Year 2
•   Classical Sanskrit Court Literature 1  

(if not taken in Year 1)
•  Vedic Prose and Poetry
•  Buddhist Sanskrit Texts
•  Directed Readings in Sanskrit
•  Introduction to Prakrit
•  Readings in Prakrit

Photography: Alekber Yumer, Hagia Sophia, Turkey

Degree Programmes Diplomas and Certificates Diplomas and Certificates Degree Programmes

154 For more information go to www.soas.ac.uk SOAS Undergraduate 2016 Entry 155 



What you need to know

How to apply 158

Qualifications 159

Develop your skills 163

School policies 163

Fees and financial support 164

IFCELS     166

Your SOAS Alumni Network 168

Campus Map & Useful Contacts 169

UCAS course codes 170

What you need to know What you need to know

156 For more information go to www.soas.ac.uk SOAS Undergraduate 2016 entry 157 



UK qualifications

GCE A and AS-levels, and vocational A-levels
The School prefers applicants with three A-levels. 
We do not require an applicant to have a fourth 
subject at AS-level, but if an AS is taken we prefer 
it to be in a contrasting subject. Equally, applicants 
applying with the three-unit vocational A-level as a 
fourth subject are welcome.

The normal grade requirement at SOAS ranges from 
A*AA to BBB from three A-levels (excluding General 
Studies), but please look carefully at the academic 
requirements shown in each degree description 
in the prospectus and on our website for specific 
grades and for any specific subjects required. If 
you are applying for a degree involving a language 
you will normally be asked to show evidence of 
language learning ability in a classroom situation, 
for instance by a pass in a foreign language at A or 
AS-level.

Scottish Highers
An average o�er is five subjects at Higher level 
with grades AAAAA to BBBBB. Alternatively, we 
also accept three Advanced Highers at the same 
specified A Level grades.

BTEC
BTEC level 3 qualifications, or combinations of 
such qualifications, equivalent to three A-levels at 
appropriate grades will be considered for entry as 
will Higher level BTEC qualifications.

Please note: for Law programmes, applicants 
o�ering BTEC qualifications, either on their own 
or in combination with other qualifications, will be 
required to take the Law National Admissions Test 
(LNAT). 

Access courses
SOAS welcomes applications from mature students 
on appropriate access courses. We tend to 
favour applicants attending access courses in the 
humanities or social sciences rather than those 
aimed at specific careers, such as teaching or 
nursing. For those hoping to study law at SOAS, an 
Access to Law course is highly recommended.

Qualifications

SOAS welcomes applications from 
students with a variety of qualifications 
and experience.

What do we look for in an application?

Admissions sta� take several factors into 
consideration when assessing an application. You 
must demonstrate that you have achieved (or 
are expected to achieve) the appropriate entry 
requirements for the degree you are applying to. 
The minimum entry requirements for each course 
are detailed in the course pages of this prospectus. 
If you choose a degree combination (two-subject 
degree), the higher of the entry requirements for the 
respective degrees applies.

Please note that entry requirements are subject to 
change: please check the SOAS website for the latest 
information:

www.soas.ac.uk/admissions/ug/entryreq

In addition to looking at prior and potential 
academic performance, our admissions sta� 
consider your whole application, including your 
personal statement. You should o�er considered 
and persuasive reasons for your choice of subject(s). 
You may not have previously studied the subjects 
applied for, but you can support their application 
with evidence of, enthusiasm for and interest in the 
subject, region or language chosen.

Considerable weight is also given to the academic 
reference.

Key skills

SOAS expects all applicants to be able to 
demonstrate the acquisition of relevant intellectual 
skills, such as problem solving, communication 
(especially writing) and numeracy skills, and 
the ability to evaluate evidence and present an 
argument. Such competencies can be highlighted 
in the UCAS personal statement of achievements or 
via the key skills certificate.

How to apply

Undergraduate degrees

All applicants for undergraduate degree programmes 
at SOAS must apply through the Universities and 
Colleges Admissions Service (UCAS) online at www.
ucas.com. The UCAS form allows you to apply to up 
to five institutions or degrees.

If you require further assistance with completing the 
online application form, please contact UCAS either 
by phone on 0371 468 0468 (+44 330 3330 230 
from outside the UK) or online at www.ucas.com.

Applications for 2016 entry from UK and EU students 
should be submitted to UCAS between 1 September 
2015 and the initial closing date of 15 January 2016. 
Applications received after 15 January will only be 
considered at the discretion of SOAS, and some 
courses may close after this date. The deadline for 
international students is 30 June 2016.

Once we receive your application, we will make 
a decision as soon as possible, based solely on 
your application form. We will consider the whole 
application: your past and predicted academic 
performance, your references, and your personal 
statement. Some departments may wish to interview 
suitable candidates.

If you need to speak to us about your application, 
please contact the Undergraduate Admissions O�ce 
(see page 171 for contact details) and remember 
to mention your UCAS number (which you will 
be given by UCAS once they have received and 
processed your form) and the degree programme(s) 
for which you have applied.

Please note: stated minimum entry requirements 
are subject to change and so you should check 
the SOAS website for the latest information. If you 
apply for a two-subject degree, you will have to 
satisfy the criteria of the subject with the higher 
minimum requirements.

Deferred entry

SOAS is happy to consider applicants who wish to 
take a year out to gain some specific experience or 
to take part in projects, particularly if relevant for 
their chosen degree and/or career. You should apply 
in your final year of school or college, and indicate 
on the UCAS form that you wish to defer your 
admission. There is a special section in the form for 
deferral, which you must remember to complete. 
If your plans are relevant to your degree choice, 

it is advisable to mention them in your personal 
statement. Please note that you may only defer for 
one year.

Transfer students

If you wish to transfer from another UK university 
to SOAS, either to continue a similar course at 
SOAS or to start another course, you must do so 
through UCAS. It is sometimes possible to grant 
exemptions from part of the course at SOAS in 
respect of previous study, although students are 
always expected to complete two years of study at 
the School. Each case is looked at individually: you 
should give full details of your school qualifications, 
the courses you have taken at university and the 
examinations you have passed there. We also expect 
an academic reference from your current university 
tutor to be included in your UCAS application, 
which should comment on your suitability for the 
proposed transfer and provide a prediction of your 
expected level of achievement if your studies are 
on-going. If you are interested in transferring to the 
LLB Law, please see the special note on page 101.

Disabled students

Applications from disabled students are considered 
using the standard academic criteria regardless of 
any disability, and any related information supplied 
is treated as confidential. You are encouraged to 
disclose any disability that you may have, as this will 
help us to work with you and plan for your support 
needs and for any adjustments the School may need 
to make.

Mature students

We welcome applications from mature students. 
Each application will be considered individually on 
its own merits, and experience, if relevant, may be 
considered in place of formal qualifications. If you 
have been out of formal education for some time or 
left school without the necessary qualifications, you 
may be advised to consider an option such as an 
access course.

You may also wish to attend a one-week bridging 
course during the summer prior to the start of your 
studies. This programme is designed to familiarise 
you with studying at SOAS.

For further information visit  
www.soas.ac.uk/add/wp/courses/mature-students

What you need to know
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English language requirements 

Public  
examinations

Score for  
unconditional entry

Score for entry to SOAS with compulsory 
FREE in-sessional English course

IELTS 
www.ielts.org

Overall 7 with at least  
7 in all sub scores

Overall 7 with at least  
6.5 in all sub scores

TOEFL
Institution code 0107 
www.ets.org/toefl

Please see our website  
for further information

Please see our website  
for further information

Pearson Test of English — 
academic
www.pearsonpte.com

Score of 75 or above with 
at least 70 in all sub scores

Score of 70-74 or above with  
at least 65 in all sub-scores

Other acceptable qualifications Score for unconditional entry

Cambridge Proficiency in English Grade A

European Baccalaureate (English) Pass 60%

International Baccalaureate (English) Pass (Grade 4 for English)

International General Certificate of 
Secondary Education in English

Mother tongue 
Grade A

General Certificate of Secondary 
Education in English

Grade A

Please note: applicants o�ering non-traditional 
qualifications are required to take the Law National 
Admissions Test (LNAT).

We advise that anyone considering an access 
course should talk to local careers or higher 
education advisers about which type and level of 
course is most appropriate for their aspirations. 
Access students are also advised to come and visit 
SOAS prior to applying if possible.

Suitable access course applicants from partner 
colleges are guaranteed an interview, if appropriate, 
and may be asked to bring examples of written 
assignments completed on their access course.

SOAS’s access partner colleges are:

•  City of Westminster College
•  Westminster Kingsway College
•  City and Islington College
•  Tower Hamlets College
•  Kensington and Chelsea College
•  City Lit

International qualifications

SOAS accepts a range of international qualifications 
and welcomes applicants with International 
Baccalaureate (IB) and European Baccalaureate (EB) 
qualifications. Please see the individual entries in 
this prospectus, or check our website for specific 
requirements for each programme.

The school-leaving qualifications of some countries 
are not recognised by the School as meeting its 
minimum entrance requirements. These countries 
include: Bahrain, Bangladesh, Brazil, Brunei, China, 
Cyprus, Iraq, Japan, Jordan, Kenya, Korea, Kuwait, 
Pakistan, Sudan, Syria, Taiwan, Thailand, the United 
Arab Emirates and many of the Commonwealth 
African states.

Applicants from these countries and those who 
do not hold a qualification recognised by the 
school are required to supplement their studies 
with GCE A-levels, the International Baccalaureate 
or a foundation course before admission to an 
undergraduate degree. The Intermediate Certificate 
course in Comparative International Studies (ICC) 
run by the IFCELS department at SOAS is designed 
for such students and is recognised throughout the 
UK (for details visit www.soas.ac.uk/ifcels).

Please see pages 162-163 for a list of the most 
frequently accepted international qualifications; 
other qualfications will be also considered. The 
list gives an indication of the minimum entry 
requirements for each country, although the grades 
and scores respectively may need to be significantly 
higher for an actual o�er from SOAS. Students from 

countries not listed are also encouraged to apply. 
Please contact study@soas.ac.uk for details.

English language requirements

If your first language (mother tongue) is not English, 
you must provide evidence of your English language 
ability before admission to the school. Language 
competence is generally demonstrated by success 
in one or more of a range of English tests (see 
panel), although other evidence may be acceptable. 
Students with the test scores specified in the panel 
opposite qualify for an unconditional o�er to study 
at SOAS, as long as academic entry requirements 
are also met. Those with scores lower than the 
specification but who have scores of IELTs 6.0/6.5 
or TOEFL iBT 88 with 20 in writing are encouraged 
to apply, but will normally be required to take a pre-
sessional or in-sessional English course. 

Please note: for 2016 entry, we do not accept TOEFL 
for applicants who require a Tier 4 visa. For further 
information, please see our website.

Applicants whose scores fall just below the above 
mentioned scores are recommended to contact 
the International Foundation Courses and English 
Language Studies Centre (IFCELS) at ifcels@soas.ac.uk 
to discuss the possibility of taking a longer period of 
preparatory English language studies (see page 166 
for further information).

Please check www.soas.ac.uk/admissions/
international/englishrequirements for up-to-date 
information on entry requirements. Applicants can 
also contact IFCELS with any queries about English 
language entry levels for SOAS.

Entry requirements for degree language study 

Applicants who are hoping to study languages as 
a single or two-subject degree do not need any 
previous experience of studying the languages they 
have chosen. Languages at the School are usually 
taught from beginner level. However, admissions 
tutors will look for evidence of language learning 
ability in a classroom situation, such as study of 
a second language. If you have prior knowledge 
of the language you choose to study, you may be 
admitted to a year other than Year 1 of the degree 
programme. 

EU Countries

Austria
Reifezeugnis or Matura with 
overall average of 1.0 to 2.5

Belgium
Diploma van Secundair Onderwijs 
equivalent with an overall average 
of 7 to 8

Certificat d’Enseignement 
Secondaire Supérieur (CESS) with 
an overall average of 15 to 18

Bulgaria
Diploma za Sredno – Spetzialno 
Obrazovanie with an overall 
average of 6 to 5

Cyprus
Apolytirion with an overall 
average of 18.5 to 19

Czech Republic
Maturita with an overall average 
of 1.5 to 2

Denmark
Studentereksamen/Hf with an 
overall average of 9 to 10

Finland
Ylioppilastutkinto/Studentexamen 
with an overall average of 5 (or M) 
to 7 (or L)

France
French Baccalaureat or option 
Internationale du Baccalaureat 
with an overall average of 13 to 15

Germany
Arbitur with an overall average of 
1.5 to 2.5

Greece
Apolytirion of Eniaio Lykeio with 
an overall average of 17 to 19

Hungary

Matura with an overall average of 
4 to 5

Ireland

Irish Leaving Certificate minimum 
of 300 UCAS tari� points from 
five Higher-level subjects at 
Grade C or above

Italy
Diploma Consequito con L’Esame 
di Stato with an overall average of 
75 to 85

Luxembourg
Diplome de fin d’Etudes with an 
overall average of 45 to 48

Malta
Advanced Matriculation 
Certificate with an overall grade 
A to B

Netherlands
VWO with an overall average of 
7 to 8

Frequently Accepted International Qualifications
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For other countries, including 
China, Indonesia, Japan, 
Pakistan, Russia, Taiwan, 
Thailand and Vietnam, 
students with local school 
qualifications are required to 
take a Foundation programme 
before being considered for 
entry to degree programmes

For other countries, including 
China, Indonesia, Japan, 
Pakistan, Russia, Taiwan, 
Thailand and Vietnam, 
students with local school 
qualifications are required to 
take a Foundation programme 
before being considered for 
entry to degree programmes

Poland
New Polish Mature with an overall 
average of 75 to 85 (including 3 
extended level subjects)

Portugal
Diploma de Ensino Secundario 
with an overall average of 15 to 
18

Romania
Diploma de Bacalaureat with an 
overall average of 8.5 to 9.5

Slovakia
Maturina Skuska/Maturita with an 
overall average of 1 to 2

Slovenia
Matura/Secondary School 
Leaving Diploma with an overall 
average of 4 to 5

Spain

Curso de Orientacion (CoU)/
Titulo de Bachillerato (LOGSE) 
with an overall average of 7 to 9

Sweden

Fullstandigt Slutbetyg with 
majority of subjects graded A or B

Countries outside the EU 

Australia
School-leaving qualifications 
that meet the matriculation 
requirements of Australian 
universities

Brunei
Matriculation subjects at UK 
1-level equivalent grades

Canada

High school diploma accepted 
from across the various Canadian 
provinces with an overall average 
of 85%. Specific requirements for 
each province can be found on 
our website

Hong Kong
Hong Kong Diploma of 
Secondary Education (HKDSE) 
with 554 to 555 in elective 
subjects and 4444 in core 
subjects

India
ISC from CBSC or ICSE with an 
overall percentage of 80 to 85

Israel
Bagrut with mark of 8

Malaysia
Advanced Certificate of 
Education/STPM – accepted at 
UK A level equivalent grades

Norway
Vitnemal with overall average of 
4.5 to 5

Singapore
Singapore A Levels – three 
subjects required at H2 Level

Switzerland
Maturita (or equivalent in other 
languages) with an overall 
average of 5 to 5.5

Admissions policy

The nature of the School places diversity at the 
centre of life at SOAS. As such we are committed to 
providing high-quality education to all, regardless of 
background, colour, nationality, ethnic or national 
origin, gender, disability, sexual identity or religion. 
Applicants are welcomed from all backgrounds and 
will be considered on the basis of their academic 
ability and potential to benefit from the course. SOAS 
actively ensures that all applicants are treated fairly 
and equitably.

Our admissions policy can be found in full at  
www.soas.ac.uk/admin/governance/policies

Equality and diversity

SOAS entertains a diverse population of students and 
sta�. This diversity is one of our greatest strengths, 
and in order to consolidate and build upon it, 
equality of opportunity and the absence of unfair 
discrimination must be at the core of all our activities.

The School recognises the link between quality and 
equality and will not discriminate in the recruitment 
or treatment of students or sta� on the basis of: 
age, disability, ethnicity/race, gender, marital status, 
nationality, religion/belief, sexual identity, sexual 
orientation or any other factor that is not relevant to 
their academic development.

For the full text of the School’s Equality  
and Diversity statement, please see  
www.soas.ac.uk/equalitydiversity/statement

Freedom of Expression: Statement of Principles

SOAS, University of London is committed to the 
pursuit and dissemination of knowledge. This can 
only be conducted e�ectively in an atmosphere 
of open enquiry, mutual tolerance and intellectual 
freedom. In practice this means that we acknowledge 
the paramount importance of freedom of expression. 
Freedom of expression may not be exercised to 
threaten the safety or freedom of expression of 
others. In making this assertion, the School endorses 
the principles of the universal Declaration of Human 
Rights and related international covenants. 

School policies

What you need to know What you need to know

162 For more information go to www.soas.ac.uk SOAS Undergraduate 2016 entry 163 

SOAS o�ers a number of services 
and facilities to help students with all 
aspects of studying. 

In keeping with our commitment to equality and 
diversity, additional study support is provided for 
disabled students and students with specific learning 
di�culties, such as dyslexia and dyspraxia, as well as 
guidance for mature students (see page 26).

The School also has a specialist department, 
International Foundation Courses for English 
Language Studies (IFCELS), which provides a range 
of foundation and English language programmes for 
international students (see page 166).

Academic skills development

SOAS provides support to all students through 
the provision of academic skills development 
workshops, one-to-one tutorials and self-help 
resources, which cover topics such as essay 
writing, presentation skills and exam strategies. 
Sessions are held every week, and some are part 
of core courses. For more information, please visit 
www.soas.ac.uk/add. Each faculty o�ce houses a 
student support team to help students access the 
information and contacts they need. Additionally, 
each student is assigned a personal advisor, who 
can o�er advice on academic issues and help with 
problems that may a�ect their study. 

Develop your skills



Fees

The tuition fee rates for each following academic 
year are posted on our website. At the time of 
printing, 2016 fees had not been set. For the current 
fee rates and information on ways to pay, please see 
www.soas.ac.uk/fees

For IFCELS fees please see www.soas.ac.uk/ifcels

Fees vary depending on the programme you have 
applied to study, and are subject to annual increase.

Fee status

SOAS charges tuition fees at the Home/EU or 
Overseas rate, depending on your fee status. Your 
fee status depends on several factors, including 
residency and immigration. For information on fee 
status regulations and legislation, and to calculate 
your own fees status, please see the UKCISA website: 
www.ukcisa.org.uk

If you have a query about your fee status, please 
contact the Admissions O�ce, who will send you a 
fees questionnaire.

Financial support

UK/EU students taking their first undergraduate 
degree can obtain a loan each year from Student 
Finance to cover tuition fees. You are advised to 
apply for fee assistance as soon as possible and 
by the published deadlines before the start of your 
programme. Please see www.gov.uk/browse/
education/student-finance for information and 
application links. 

Following changes to the Home/EU fee rates, 
SOAS has introduced financial bursaries for eligible 
students, as detailed in ‘Financial Support’ below. 

The main sources of help with maintenance costs 
for full-time UK undergraduate degree students are:

•   Student loans and grants from the government via 
Student Finance

•   SOAS bursaries
•   National Scholarship Programme.
•  Student loans and grants

Income-related loans and grants are available to 
UK-resident undergraduate students taking their 
first degree to help cover living expenses, and are 
administered by Student Finance. If you take out 
a student loan, you won’t have to start paying it 

Fees and financial support

back until you have completed your degree and 
are earning more than a minimum salary (currently 
£21,000). Any help that you get through a grant or 
bursary does not have to be repaid. Further details 
are available at www.direct.gov.uk/studentfinance.

SOAS bursaries and scholarships

SOAS annually invests more than £1 million in new 
financial support for undergraduates ordinarily 
resident in England. These awards help ensure that 
SOAS is accessible to all academically talented 
people irrespective of family background and 
income. SOAS is a diverse institution with students 
from all over the world and every section of society, 
and maintaining this diversity is a key priority for the 
School.

Applicants in 2014 were considered for the following 
awards:

•  SOAS Progression award
•  SOAS Excellence award
•  National Scholarship Programme
•  SOAS Partner college award.

Details of these 2016–17 SOAS bursaries are 
published at www.soas.ac.uk/registry/funding.

You can also find details of available scholarships at 
www.soas.ac.uk/scholarships

Higher Education Access to Learning Fund

Registered students experiencing severe financial 
hardship or above-average needs can apply to 
the Higher Education Access to Learning Fund 
for additional help. For details and advice, please 
contact the SOAS Welfare O�ce 

T: +44 (0) 20 7074 5015 

E: welfare@soas.ac.uk.

EU and international students

EU students
If you are studying for your first undergraduate 
degree, you can apply for a tuition fee loan to 
cover the cost of tuition fees on the same basis 
as UK students. Please see www.gov.uk/browse/
education/student-finance for information. You 
will not be eligible for bursaries, maintenance 
grants and maintenance loans unless you are in the 
UK as a migrant worker before 1 September 2015. 
Otherwise, you should apply in your home country 
for help with living costs.

International students
Scholarships may be available from your home 
country (contact your local British Council o�ce  
for details: www.educationuk.org), and some 
external bodies and foundations also provide 
financial support for students. Please also see  
www.soas.ac.uk/scholarships for further 
information and links to external funding bodies.

Payment of fees

Tuition fees are payable in full before or at enrolment 
at the beginning of each academic year. However, 
fee payments in two equal instalments by debit or 
credit card are available to self-funding students 
undertaking on-campus degree programmes. For 
further details see www.soas.ac.uk/registry/fees

If your fees are being paid by Student Finance, 
a sponsor or other government funding body 
then you must provide proof of this before or at 
enrolment. Fees for first degree students include 
charges for tuition and examination. For further 
details, please see www.soas.ac.uk/fees.
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Fee status

Fees vary depending on the programme you have 
applied to study, and are subject to annual increase.
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For IFCELS fees please see

Fees vary depending on the programme you have 
applied to study, and are subject to annual increase.
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apply for fee assistance as soon as possible and 
by the published deadlines before the start of your 
programme. Please see www.gov.uk/browse/
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Following changes to the Home/EU fee rates, 
SOAS has introduced financial bursaries for eligible 
students, as detailed in ‘Financial Support’ below. 

The main sources of help with maintenance costs 
for full-time UK undergraduate degree students are:

Student loans and grants from the government via 

UK/EU students taking their first undergraduate 

Student loans and grants from the government via 

National Scholarship Programme.
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contact the Admissions O�ce, who will send you a •  National Scholarship Programme

•  SOAS Partner college award.

Details of these 2016–17 SOAS bursaries are 
published at 

apply for fee assistance as soon as possible and 
by the published deadlines before the start of your 

your own fees status, please see the UKCISA website: 
Applicants in 2014 were considered for the following 
awards:

SOAS Progression award
SOAS Excellence award
National Scholarship Programme
SOAS Partner college award.

Details of these 2016–17 SOAS bursaries are 
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You can also find details of available scholarships at 
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You can also find details of available scholarships at 
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Higher Education Access to Learning Fund
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hardship or above-average needs can apply to 
the Higher Education Access to Learning Fund 
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The tuition fee rates for each following academic 
year are posted on our website. At the time of 
printing, 2016 fees had not been set. For the current 
fee rates and information on ways to pay, please see 
www.soas.ac.uk/fees

For IFCELS fees please see

Fees vary depending on the programme you have 
applied to study, and are subject to annual increase.

Fee status

SOAS charges tuition fees at the Home/EU or 
Overseas rate, depending on your fee status. Your 
fee status depends on several factors, including 
residency and immigration. For information on fee 
status regulations and legislation, and to calculate 
your own fees status, please see the UKCISA website: 
www.ukcisa.org.uk

If you have a query about your fee status, please 
contact the Admissions O�ce, who will send you a 
fees questionnaire.

Financial support

UK/EU students taking their first undergraduate 
degree can obtain a loan each year from Student 
Finance to cover tuition fees. You are advised to 
apply for fee assistance as soon as possible and 
by the published deadlines before the start of your 
programme. Please see www.gov.uk/browse/
education/student-finance for information and 
application links. 

Following changes to the Home/EU fee rates, 
SOAS has introduced financial bursaries for eligible 
students, as detailed in ‘Financial Support’ below. 

The main sources of help with maintenance costs 
for full-time UK undergraduate degree students are:

Student loans and grants from the government via 
Student Finance

• 
National Scholarship Programme.
Student loans and grants

Income-related loans and grants are available to 
UK-resident undergraduate students taking their 
first degree to help cover living expenses, and are 

•  SOAS Progression award
SOAS Excellence award
National Scholarship Programme
SOAS Partner college award.

Details of these 2016–17 SOAS bursaries are 
published at 

You can also find details of available scholarships at 
www.soas.ac.uk/scholarships

Higher Education Access to Learning Fund

Registered students experiencing severe financial 
hardship or above-average needs can apply to 
the Higher Education Access to Learning Fund 
for additional help. For details and advice, please 
contact the SOAS Welfare O�ce 

T: +44 (0) 20 7074 5015 

E: welfare@soas.ac.uk.

apply for fee assistance as soon as possible and 
by the published deadlines before the start of your 
programme. Please see 

Following changes to the Home/EU fee rates, 

Income-related loans and grants are available to 
UK-resident undergraduate students taking their 
first degree to help cover living expenses, and are 
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International Foundation Courses and 
English Language Studies (IFCELS)
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IFCELS provide a range of university 
preparation and language improvement 
programmes for international students, 
IFCLES has been a centre of excellence 
in foundation and EAP teaching for 30 
years. 

As an IFCELS student, you are a full member of the 
School and will enjoy the same access to libraries, 
sports/social facilities, student support services 
and accommodation as SOAS undergraduates. 
You also benefit from the extra support services 
provided by IFCELS, such as two full-time academic 
counsellors to advise on university applications and 
the department’s own Accommodation, Visa and 
Welfare O�cer. Teaching on all IFCELS programmes 
features the integration of academic subject and 
supporting English study, so that you can develop 
your knowledge, critical skills and language all at the 
same time.

Our programmes include:

Undergraduate Foundation Programme 
(Intermediate Certificate Course in Comparative 
International Studies) 

The full-time Intermediate Certificate Course in 
Comparative International Studies (ICC) runs from 
mid-September to the end of June, and combines 
academic study with English and study skills tuition. 
It is designed for students who are interested in 
degrees in business and management-related 
studies, economics, law, the social sciences, media 
and the humanities at SOAS or another UK university. 

The ICC is aimed at students whose secondary 
education in their own country does not qualify 
them for direct entry to the UK higher education 
system, or who come from education systems 
that have di�erent approaches to teaching and 
learning from the UK’s. The programme may also 
be suitable for some students who have not been 
able to achieve the grades necessary for access to a 
university in the UK, or who have not fully completed 
their secondary education. 

Students are guaranteed the o�er of a place on a 
SOAS undergraduate programme, conditional on 
their ICC results, and receive a 5 per cent reduction 
in their tuition fees for the full period of their 

undergraduate study at SOAS. The programme is 
also recognised throughout UK higher education 
as a valid entry qualification and students go on to 
study for degrees at other institutions, both within 
the University of London and elsewhere.

English Language and Academic Studies

The ELAS programme is a flexible, modular 
programme that allows students to focus on 
academic English. It is taught at three di�erent 
levels (10 hours per week) and combines academic 
subject study in Social Sciences, Humanities and 
International Business Studies (five hours per week) 
with a range of language/culture options (four hours 
per week), including IELTS Examination Preparation. 
For students starting ELAS with a lower level of 
English language, an intensive English language 
course is also provided.

ELAS is especially attractive for students taking time 
away from their degree programme to study abroad, 
and for students looking to prepare for a master’s 
through combined academic English and academic 
study.

We o�er 10, 20 or 30-week programmes, with entry 
points in September, January and April. Students 
need the equivalent of IELTS 4.5 to join.

Students completing at least two terms on the 
programme may be awarded a Diploma/Certificate 
in Academic English with academic subject study. 
Transcripts are provided for students taking this 
programme as a period of study abroad from their 
home country.

Pre-sessional courses 

Our pre-sessional courses are designed to improve 
your ability to use English in an academic context. 
Most students joining the courses are required to 
do so as a condition of their o�er from SOAS, but 
others who wish to improve their skills are also 
welcome.

The courses run for four, eight and twelve  
week courses in July, August and September.  
Skills taught include:

•  listening to lectures and e�cient note taking
•  participating in tutorial/seminar discussions
•  producing and presenting seminar papers
•   reading and gathering information from varied 

sources
•  writing essays and examination answers

In-sessional language support

We provide academic English and study skills 
classes, including both group and individual tuition, 
for students who need language support while 
following a degree programme at SOAS. Classes 
focus on the skills students need to be successful 
in their academic studies (for example, academic 
reading and writing, lecture listening and note 
taking, and seminar skills). There is no charge for the 
classes and students are advised in their o�er letter 
and during registration if they are required to follow 
one or more in-sessional courses.

Summer programmes

You can get a taste of studying English and 
academic subjects in the heart of London for three, 
six or nine weeks in the summer (July to September). 
Subject and English teaching are combined so that 
the academic content is accessible to students 
with an intermediate or upper intermediate level 
of English (IELTS 4.5/5.5, TOEFL iBT60 minimum, 
depending on the course).

Courses with a language focus include:

•  English Language Skills (3, 6 or 9 weeks)
•  Intermediate Reading and Writing (6 weeks)
•  Advanced Academic Reading and Writing (3 
weeks)

Subject courses with English include:

•  International Relations (3 or 6 weeks)
•  Art of the World in London (3 or 6 weeks)
•  Environment and Development (3 weeks)
•  Global Business Studies (3 weeks)
•  Introduction to Media Studies (3 weeks)
•  World Literature in London (3 weeks)

For further details please contact IFCELS.

E: ifcels@soas.ac.uk

T: +44 (0)20 7898 4800

www.soas.ac.uk/ifcels
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Useful contacts
Student Recruitment O¥ce/ 
International O¥ce

For all enquiries prior to submission of an 
application and for advice on studying at SOAS, 
including available programmes and courses, entry 
requirements, application procedures, housing, living 
costs etc.

T: +44 (0) 20 7898 4700  
E: study@soas.ac.uk

Undergraduate Admissions O¥ce 

For queries following submission of your application.

T: +44 (0) 20 7898 4351/4306  
E:  undergradadmissions@soas.ac.uk
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The Alumni Relations team is your 
continuing link with the School, and we 
endeavour to make your connection 
with SOAS exciting, lifelong and one of 
mutual benefit. 

After completing your studies at SOAS, you will be 
part of a global network of over 53,000 SOAS alumni 
across 190 countries worldwide. You will also have 
access to a wide range of benefits, as detailed here. 
Whatever your plans and wherever life may take you 
after graduation, we look forward to helping you 
to stay connected with SOAS through your alumni 
network.

www.soasalumni.org — Your dedicated alumni 
website, including an online alumni and careers 
directory, job postings and news and events at 
SOAS.

Events — Receive invitations to SOAS events taking 
place both on campus and around the world, 
including lectures, exhibitions, social gatherings and 
guest presentations.

Professional networking — Benefit from the 
professional knowledge and experience of other 
SOAS alumni, as well as continued access to  
careers services.

International alumni — If you are returning home or 
are travelling abroad, you can get in touch with your 
regional alumni group, a valuable source for social 
and professional networking.

Alumni & Friends Fund — Alumni provide valuable 
financial support to the next generation of SOAS 
students through the Alumni & Friends Fund, 
supporting scholarships, the SOAS Library, hardship 
grants and student projects at SOAS.

Discounts — You are entitled to exclusive alumni 
discounts on Library membership, Language Centre 
courses, books, travel packages and more.

Volunteering — Volunteer activity lies at the core 
of the Alumni Relations programme at SOAS, and 
our alumni volunteers o�er a valuable contribution. 
Volunteering opportunities include speaking to 
current students about your work experience, 
becoming an alumni contact in your part of the 
world, and sharing your expertise with fellow alumni.

In the news — Stay connected with the news from 
in and around SOAS with SOAS World, the topical 
alumni magazine, and monthly e-bulletins and event 
invitations.

For more information, contact  
the Alumni Relations team. 

T: +44 (0) 20 7898 4041  
E: alumni@soas.ac.uk  
www.soasalumni.org  
Twitter: @SOASalumni

.

Your SOAS Alumni network

Sir Harold Walker KCMG (Amharic Language 1986), a former British diplomat, meets Brooke Beardslee (BA Politics 1988) 
President of American Friends of SOAS at the  annual Alumni & Friends Fund event.

SOAS Undergraduate 2016 entry 169 
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UCAS course codes

Below are listed all single and two-
subject degrees available for 2016 entry, 
with their UCAS codes. Please use the 
codes shown here for your chosen 
degree in the ‘Choices’ section of your 
UCAS application.

Institution code: SOAS  
Short code: S09  
(SOAS does not have a ‘Campus Code’)

Please note: Applicants searching the list for available 
combinations should search under BOTH subjects.

Applicants looking for particular combinations are 
advised to look under both subjects, for example if 
you want to study History and Politics, check under 
both ‘History’ and ‘Politics’. If it appears under either 
one, then you know that the degree is being offered. 

The order in which subjects are listed for joint 
programmes is not significant — it does not imply that 
the first is the major subject and the second the minor 
subject. The emphasis of the degree specialisation will 
be determined by the courses you select during your 
years of study.

For joint programmes, the entry requirement is set at 
the level of the subject with the higher requirement.

For more information visit www.ucas.com 

*   There are seven regional and thematic pathways available 

within the single-subject BA History degree: Africa (A); East 

Asia (EA); Near and Middle East (NME); South Asia (SA); the 

Modern Third World (MTW); the Islamic World (IW); Asia/

Pacific (AP). Applicants should enter one provisional choice 

of pathway under ‘Further Details’ in the ‘Choices’ section  

of the application using the abbreviations shown. 
+ Four years 
++ Three or four years 
1  Joint degree with University College London (UCL);  

apply to SOAS only 
2  Joint degree with King’s College London (KCL);  

apply to SOAS only 
3  Joint degree with University College London (UCL);  

apply to UCL only 
4  Joint degree with King’s College London (KCL);  

apply to KCL only
5  Joint degree with Birkbeck;  

apply to Birkbeck only

BA with Honours 
Single-subject degrees

Development Studies L905
English Q300 BA/Eng
Global Popular Music W301
History  V100 BA/H
History of Art (Asia, Africa) V350 BA/HAr
History of Art  
 (Asia, Africa and Europe)1 V351 BA/HArAAE
History of Art/Archaeology VV43 BA/HArAg
International Relations  L250  BA/IR   
Linguistics Q100 BA/LG
Music W300 BA/MS
Politics L202 BA/POL
Social Anthropology L600 BA/SA
Study of Religions V627 BA/SR

Courses with a language of Africa
African Language and Culture+ T508 BA/ALC
African Studies T500 BA/AfSt

Courses with a language of East Asia
Chinese (Modern and Classical)+ T100 BA/CHMC
Chinese Studies T102 BA/CHinS
Japanese+ T210 BA/J
Japanese Studies T200 BA/Jap
Korean+ T415 BA/K

Courses with a language of the Near and Middle East
Ancient Near Eastern Studies*  Q400 BA/ANESt
Arabic+ T620 BA/A
Arabic and Islamic Studies+ QT96 BA/ArIslSt
Hebrew and Israeli Studies+ QTY6 BA/HEIsrSt
Islamic Studies T601 BA/IS
Middle Eastern Studies T600 BA/MES
Persian T660 BA/P
Turkish+ T680 BA/T

Courses with a language of South Asia
South Asian Studies (3 years) T300 BA/SAS
South Asian Studies + T304 BA/SASYA
South Asian Studies and  
    International Management  

(3 years) TNC2 BA/SASIM
South Asian Studies and  
    International Management+ TND2 BA/SASIMY

Course Title Course 
Code

Short  
Code

Courses with a language of South East Asia

South East Asian Studies  
 (3 years) T302 BA/SEASt
South East Asian Studies+ T301 BA/SEAS

BSc with Honours

Development Economics L170 BSc/DE
Development Studies and  
   Tibetan (4 years)          LTXH  BA/DVSTI
Economics L100 BSc/E
International Management  
 (China) (3 years) N290 BSc/IntMgt
International Management 
 (China)+ NT2C BSc/IMChin
International Management 
 (Japan and Korea) (3 years) NT12 BSc/IMJK
International Management  
 (Japan) (4 years) NTC2 BSc/IntMan
International Management  
  (Korea with year abroad)  4F47  BSc/IMKor 
International Management  
  (Middle East and North  

Africa) (3 years) NT15 BSc/IMMENA
International Management  
    (Middle East and North Africa) 

(4 years)+ NT56 BSc/IMMENo
Management 4G55 BSc/M

LLB with Honours

Law M100 LLB
Law (Senior Status) M102  LLB/SS

BA with Honours 
Two-subject degrees

African Studies and History  
 of Art/Archaeology TV53 BA/ASHAA
African Studies and Law TM51 BA/ASL
African Studies and Linguistics TQ51 BA/AFLG
African Studies and  
   South Asian Studies TT35 BA/AFSAS
Arabic and History of Art/ 
   Archaeology+ TV63 BA/AHAA
Arabic and Linguistics+ QT16 BA/ALG
Burmese and History of Art/ 
   Archaeology++ TV33 BA/BGAA
Burmese and Linguistics++ QT1H BA/BULG
Chinese and History of Art/ 
   Archaeology+ TV13 BA/CHAA
Chinese and Japanese Studies TT12 BA/ChiJap

Chinese and Linguistics+ QT11 BA/CHLG
Chinese and Tibetan T101 BA/ChinTib
Development Studies and  
   African Studies TL59 BA/DVSAF
Development Studies and  
   Arabic+ LT96 BA/DVSA
Development Studies and  
   Burmese++ LT9H BA/DVSBU
Development Studies and  
   Chinese+ LT91 BA/DVSCH
Development Studies and  
   Linguistics LQ93 BA/DVSLG
Development Studies and  
   South East Asian Studies TLJ9 BA/DVSSEA
Development Studies and  
   Study of Religions LV96 BA/DevStSR
Development Studies and  
   Tibetan (3 years) VTJJ BA/DST
Development Studies and  
   Tibetan+ LTXH BA/DVSTI
Economics and African Studies TL51 BA/ECAF
Economics and Arabic+ LT16 0BA/ECA
Economics and Burmese++ LT1H BA/ECBU
Economics and Chinese+ LT11 BA/ECCH
Economics and  
   Development Studies LL91 BA/ECDVS
Economics and Linguistics LQ13 BA/ECLG
Economics and  
   South East Asian Studies TLJC BA/ECSEA
Economics and Tibetan  
 (3 years) LT13 BA/ET
Economics and Tibetan+ LT1J BA/ETi
English and Arabic BA/EA Q3T6
English and Burmese BA/EB Q3T4
English and Chinese  BA/EC QT31
English and Hebrew BA/EH QQ34
English and Indonesian BA/EI QT34
English and Japanese BA/EJ QT32
English and Korean BA/EK QT3K
English and Persian BA/EP QT36
English and South Asian Studies BA/ESAS QT33
English and Swahili BA/ES QT35
English and Thai BA/ETh QT3L
English and Tibetan BA/ETib QT3M
English and Turkish BA/ETu QT3P
English and Vietnamese BA/EV QT3N
French and an Asian or  
   African Language3 RT19 –
Geography and African Studies2  TL57 BA/GEAF
Geography and Arabic+2 LT76 BA/GEA
Geography and Burmese++2 LT7H BA/GEBU
Geography and Chinese+2 LT71 BA/GECH

Course Title Course 
Code

Short  
Code

Course Title Course 
Code

Short  
Code
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Geography and  
   Development Studies2 LL97 BA/GEDVS
Geography and Economics2 LL17 BA/GEEC
Geography and  
   History of Art/Archaeology2 LV73 BA/GHAA
Geography and Linguistics LQ73 BA/GELG
Geography and  
   South East Asian Studies TLJR BA/GESEA
Geography and Tibetan (3 years) LFT1 BA/GT
Geography and Tibetan+ LFT2 BA/GTi
Georgian and Arabic+ TT69 BA/GNA
Georgian and Development  
 Studies LT99 BA/GNDVS
Georgian and Economics LT19 BA/GNEC
Georgian and Geography2 LT79 BA/GNGE
Georgian and History of Art/ 
   Archaeology TV93 BA/GHArtA
Georgian and Linguistics QT19 BA/GNLG
Global Cinema and Screen Arts5 RT19
Hebrew and Arabic+ QTX6 BA/HEA
Hebrew and Economics+ LQ14 BA/HEEC
Hebrew and Geography+2 LQ74 BA/HEGE
Hebrew and Georgian+ QT49 BA/HEGN
Hebrew and History of Art/ 
   Archaeology+ QV43 BA/HebHAA
Hebrew and Linguistics+ QQ14 BA/HELG
History and African Studies VT15 BA/HAF
History and Arabic+ TV61 BA/HA
History and Burmese++ TVH1 BA/HBU
History and Chinese+ TV11 BA/HCH
History and Development  
 Studies LV91 BA/HDVS
History and Economics LV11 BA/HEC
History and Geography2 LV71 BA/HGE
History and Georgian TV91 BA/HGN
History and Hebrew+ QV41 BA/HHE
History and History of Art/ 
   Archaeology VV13 BA/HisHAA
History and Linguistics QV31 BA/HLG
History and South East  
 Asian Studies VTCJ BA/HSEA
History and Tibetan (3 years) VT23 BA/HT
History and Tibetan+ VT2H BA/HTi
History of Art/Archaeology  
   and Indonesian++ VT33 BA/HAAI
History of Art/Archaeology  
   and Japanese++ VT32 BA/HAAJ
History of Art/Archaeology  
  and Korean+ VT34 BA/HAAK
History of Art/Archaeology  
 and Law VM31 BA/HAAL

History of Art/Archaeology  
 and Linguistics VQ31 BA/HAALing
History of Art/Archaeology  
 and Music VW33 BA/HAAM
History of Art/Archaeology  
 and Persian VT36 BA/HAAP
History of Art/Archaeology  
 and Social Anthropology VL36 BA/HAASA
History of Art/Archaeology  
 and South Asian Studies  VTH3 BA/HAASAS
History of Art/Archaeology  
 and South East Asian Studies VTJ3 BA/HAASEAS
History of Art/Archaeology  
 and Study of Religions VV36 BA/HAASR
History of Art/Archaeology  
 and Swahili+ VT35 BA/HAASw
History of Art/Archaeology  
 and Thai++ VT3H BA/HAATh
History of Art/Archaeology  
 and Tibetan (3 years) VT3J BA/HAAT
History of Art/Archaeology  
 and Tibetan+ VV34 BA/HAATi
History of Art/Archaeology  
 and Turkish+ VTH6 BA/HAATurk
History of Art/Archaeology  
 and Vietnamese+ VTHJ BA/HAAViet
Indonesian and Arabic+ TTJ6 BA/IA
Indonesian and Chinese+ TT13 BA/ICH
Indonesian and  
   Development Studies++ LT93 BA/IDVS
Indonesian and Economics++ LTCH BA/IEC
Indonesian and Geography ++ 2 TLJ7 BA/IGE
Indonesian and History++ VTC3 BA/IH
Indonesian and Linguistics++ QTCH BA/ILG
International Relations and  
 African Studies  LT25  BA/IRAS
International Relations and  
 Arabic  LT2P  BA/IRA   
International Relations and  
 Burmese  LTF9  BA/IRB   
International Relations and  
 Chinese  LB23  BA/IRC   
International Relations and  
 Development Studies  LL28  BA/IRDS  
International Relations and  
 Economics  LL21  BA/IRE 
International Relations and  
 Geography  LL27  BA/IRG  
International Relations and  
 Georgian  LTG9  BA/IRGe  
International Relations and  
 History  LV22  BA/IRH  
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International Relations and  
 Hebrew  LQ42  BA/IRHeb 
International Relations and  
 Indonesian  LT23  BA/IRI 
International Relations and  
 Japanese  LTF2  BA/IRJ  
International Relations and  
 Japanese Studies  LTG2  BA/IRJS  
International Relations and  
 Korean  LT24  BA/IRK  
International Relations and Law  LMF1  BA/IRL  
International Relations and  
 Linguistics  LQ21  BA/IRLi  
International Relations and  
 Persian  LT2Q  BA/IRP  
International Relations and  
 Social Anthropology  LL26S09 BA/IRSA 
International Relations and   
 South Asian Studies  LTF3S09  BA/RSAS  
International Relations and  
South Asian Studies  
(with year abroad)  LTG3  BA/IRSASt
International Relations and  
South East Asian Studies  LTF4 BA/IRSEAS
International Relations and  
 Study of Religions  LVF6  BA/IRSR   
International Relations and  
 Swahili  LT2M  BA/IRS  
International Relations and Thai  LTG4  BA/IRT  
International Relations and  
 Turkish  LTFP  BA/IRTu  
International Relations and  
 Vietnamese  LT2K  BA/IRV 
apanese and Economics LT12 BA/JEC 
Japanese and Geography LT72 BA/JGE 
Japanese and Chinese Studies TT31 BA/JapChi 
Japanese and History TV21 BA/JH    
Japanese Studies and  
 Economics TL21 BA/JSE
Japanese Studies and History TV2C BA/JSH
Japanese Studies and  
   History of Art/Archaeology TV23 BA/JSHAA
Japanese Studies and Korean+ TT42 BA/KorJap
Japanese Studies and Linguistics TQ21 BA/JSL
Japanese Studies and Music TW2H BA/JSMu
Japanese Studies and Politics TL22 BA/JSP
Japanese Studies and  
   Social Anthropology TL26 BA/JSSA
Japanese Studies and  
   Study of Religions TV2P BA/JSSR
Korean and Chinese+ TTC4 BA/KOCH
Korean and Development  

   Studies+ TL49 BA/KODVS
Korean and Economics+ LTCL BA/KOEC
Korean and Geography+2 LT7L BA/KOGE
Korean and History+ TVL1 BA/KOH
Korean and Indonesian+ TT34 BA/KOI
Korean and Japanese+ TTG4 BA/KOJ
Korean and Linguistics+ QTCJ BA/KOLG
Law and Arabic+ MT16 BA/LWA
Law and Burmese++ MTCH BA/LWBU
Law and Chinese+ MT11 BA/LWCH
Law and Development Studies LM91 BA/LWDVS
Law and Economics LM11 BA/LWEC
Law and Geography2 LM71 BA/LWGE
Law and Georgian MT19 BA/LWGN
Law and Hebrew+ MQ14 BA/LWHE
Law and History MV11 BA/LWH
Law and Indonesian++ MTDH BA/LWI
Law and Korean+ MTDL BA/LWKO
Law and Linguistics MQ11 BA/LWLG
Law and South East Asian 
 Studies TMJC BA/LWSEA
Linguistics and Music QW33 BA/LGMS
Linguistics and Persian QTD6 BA/LGP
Linguistics and Politics LQ23 BA/LGPOL
Linguistics and Social  
 Anthropology LQ61 BA/LGSA
Linguistics and South Asian  
 Studies  TQH1 BA/LGSAS
Linguistics and South East  
Asian Studies TQJD BA/LGSEA
Linguistics and Study  
 of Religions QV16 BA/LGSR
Linguistics and Swahili+ QTD5 BA/LGSW
Linguistics and Thai++ TQ31 BA/LGTH
Linguistics and Tibetan (3 years) QT13 BA/LT
Linguistics and Tibetan+ QTC3 BA/LTi
Linguistics and Turkish+ QTC6 BA/LGTU
Linguistics and Vietnamese++ TQ3D BA/LGV
Management 4G55 
Middle Eastern Studies and  
   Development Studies TL6X BA/MESDVS
Middle Eastern Studies and  
   Economics TL61 BA/MESEC
Middle Eastern Studies and  
   Geography2 TL67 BA/MESGE
Middle Eastern Studies and  
   History of Art/Archaeology TV6H BA/MESHAA
Middle Eastern Studies and Law TM61 BA/MESLW
Middle Eastern Studies and  
   Linguistics TQ61 BA/MESLG
Middle Eastern Studies  
 and Music TW6H BA/MESMS
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Middle Eastern Studies and  
   Social Anthropology TL66 BA/MESSA
Middle Eastern Studies and  
   Study of Religions TV6P BA/MESSR
Music and African Studies W T35 BA/MSAF
Music and Arabic+ TW63 BA/MSA
Music and Burmese++ TWH3 BA/MSBU
Music and Chinese+ TW13 BA/MSCH
Music and Development Studies LW93 BA/MSDVS
Music and Geography2 LW73 BA/MSGE
Music and Georgian TW93 BA/MSGN
Music and Hebrew+ QW43 BA/MSHE
Music and History VW13 BA/MSH
Music and Indonesian++ TWHH BA/MSI
Music and Japanese+ TW23 BA/MSJ
Music and Korean+ TWLH BA/MSKO
Music and South East  
 Asian Studies WTHH BA/MSSEA
Persian and Arabic+ T621 BA/PA
Persian and Development  
 Studies LTY6 BA/PDVS
Persian and Economics LTD6 BA/PEC
Persian and Geography2 LTT6 BA/PGE
Persian and Georgian TTQ9 BA/PGN
Persian and History TVQ1 BA/PH
Persian and Law MTD6 BA/PLW
Persian and Music TWQ3 BA/PMS
Politics and African Studies TL52 BA/POLAF
Politics and Arabic+ LT26 BA/POLA
Politics and Burmese++ LT2H BA/POLBU
Politics and Chinese+ LT21 BA/POLCH
Politics and Development  
 Studies LL92 BA/POLDVS
Politics and Economics LL12 BA/POLEC
Politics and Geography2 LL72 BA/POLGE
Politics and Georgian LT29 BA/POLGN
Politics and Hebrew+ LQ24 BA/POLHE
Politics and History LV21 BA/POLH
Politics and Indonesian++ LTFH BA/POLI
Politics and Japanese+ LT22 BA/POLJ
Politics and Korean+ LTFL BA/POLKO
Politics and Law LM21 BA/POLLW
Politics and Persian LTG6 BA/POLP
Politics and South East  
 Asian Studies TLH2 BA/POLSEA
Social Anthropology and  
 African Studies TL56 BA/SAAF
Social Anthropology and Arabic+ LT66 BA/SAA
Social Anthropology and  
 Burmese++ LT6H BA/SABU
Social Anthropology and  
 Chinese+ LT61 BA/SACH

Social Anthropology and  
 Development Studies LL96 BA/SDAVS
Social Anthropology and  
 Economics LL16 BA/SAEC
Social Anthropology and  
 Geography2 LL76 BA/SAGE
Social Anthropology and  
 Georgian LT69 BA/SAGN
Social Anthropology  
 and Hebrew+ LQ64 BA/SAHE
Social Anthropology and History LV61 BA/SAH
Social Anthropology and  
   Indonesian++ LTPH BA/SAI
Social Anthropology and  
   Japanese+ LT62 BA/SAJ
Social Anthropology and  
 Korean+ LTPL BA/SAKO
Social Anthropology and Law LM61 BA/SALW
Social Anthropology and Music LW63 BA/SAMS
Social Anthropology and Persian LTQ6 BA/SAP
Social Anthropology and Politics LL62 BA/SAPOL
Social Anthropology and  
   South East Asian Studies TLHP BA/SASEA
Social Anthropology and  
   Tibetan (3 years) LTPJ BA/SAT
Social Anthropology and  
   Tibetan+ LT63 BA/SATi
South Asian Studies and  
   Development Studies (3 years) TLH9 BA/SASDVS
South Asian Studies and  
   Development Studies+ TL38 BA/SASDSYA
South Asian Studies and  
   Economics (3 years) TLH1 BA/SASEC
South Asian Studies  
 and Economics+ TL3C BA/SASEcYA
South Asian Studies and  
 Geography2 (3 years) TLHR BA/SASGE
South Asian Studies and  
 Geography2+ TF38 BA/SASGYA
South Asian Studies and  
 History (3 years) VT1J BA/SASH
South Asian Studies and History+ TV31 BA/SASHi
South Asian Studies and History  
 of Art/Archaeology (4 years) TV3H BA/SASHAA
South Asian Studies and Law  
 (3 years) TMH1 BA/SASLW
South Asian Studies and Law+ TM3C BA/SASLYA
South Asian Studies and 
 Linguistics (4 years) TQ3C BA/SASLiYA
South Asian Studies and Music  
 (3 years) W TH3 BA/SASMS
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South Asian Studies and Music+ TW33 BA/SASMuYA
South Asian Studies and Politics  
 (3 years)  TLHF BA/SASPOL
South Asian Studies and Politics+ TL3F BA/SASPoYA
South Asian Studies and Social  
 Anthropology (3 years) TL3Q BA/SASSA
South Asian Studies and  
 Social Anthropology+ TLH6 BA/SASSAYA
South Asian Studies and  
 Study of Religions (3 years) VTQ3 BA/SASSR
South Asian Studies and  
 Study of Religions+ TL33 BA/SASSRYA
South East Asian Studies and  
 Study of Religions VTPJ BA/SEASR
Study of Religions and  
 African Studies VT65 BA/SRAF
Study of Religions and Arabic+ TV66 BA/SRA
Study of Religions and  
 Burmese+ TVH6 BA/SRBU
Study of Religions and Chinese+ TV16 BA/SRCH
Study of Religions and  
 Economics LV16 BA/SREC
Study of Religions and  
 Geography2 LV76 BA/SRGE
Study of Religions and Georgian TV96 BA/SRGN
Study of Religions and Hebrew+ QV46 BA/SRHE
Study of Religions and History VV16 BA/SRH
Study of Religions and  
 Indonesian+ TV3Q BA/SRI
Study of Religions and Japanese+ TV26 BA/SRJ
Study of Religions and Korean+ TVLP BA/SRKO
Study of Religions and Law MV16 BA/SRLW
Study of Religions and Music VW63 BA/SRM
Study of Religions and Persian TVP6 BA/SRP
Study of Religions and Politics LV26 BA/SRPOL
Study of Religions and  
   Social Anthropology LV66 BA/SRSA
Swahili and  
   Development Studies+ LTY5 BA/SWDVS
Swahili and Economics+ LTD5 BA/SWEC
Swahili and Geography+2 LTT5 BA/SWGE
Swahili and History+ TVN1 BA/SWH
Swahili and Law+ MTD5 BA/SWLW
Swahili and Music+ TWN3 BA/SWMS
Swahili and Politics+ LTG5 BA/SWPOL
Swahili and Social Anthropology+ LTQ5 BA/SWSA
Swahili and Study of Religions++ TVN6 BA/SWSR
Thai and Development  
 Studies++ LTXJ BA/THDVS
Thai and Economics++ TL31 BA/THEC
Thai and Geography++2 LTT3 BA/THGE

Thai and History++ TVHD BA/THH
Thai and Law++ TM31 BA/THLW
Thai and Music++ WT33 BA/THMS
Thai and Politics++ TL32 BA/THPOL
Thai and Social Anthropology++ LTQJ BA/THSA
Thai and Study of Religions++ VT6H BA/THSR
Tibetan and Study of Religions  
 (3 years) V6T3 BA/TISR
Tibetan and Study of Religions+ TV36 BA/TSR
Turkish and Arabic+ TR69 BA/TUA
Turkish and Development  
   Studies+ LTX6 BA/TUDVS
Turkish and Economics+ LTC6 BA/TUEC
Turkish and Geography+2 LTR6 BA/TUGE
Turkish and Georgian+ TTP9 BA/TUGN
Turkish and History+ TVP1 BA/TUH
Turkish and Law+ MTC6 BA/TULW
Turkish and Modern  
 Greek Studies4 T630 BA/TSMG
Turkish and Music+ TWP3 BA/TUMS
Turkish and Persian+ T661 BA/TUP
Turkish and Politics+ LTF6 BA/TUPOL
Turkish and Social  
 Anthropology+ LTP6 BA/TUSA
Turkish and Study of Religions+ VT66 BA/TUSR
Vietnamese and  
 Development Studies++ LT9J BA/VDVS
Vietnamese and Economics++ TL3D BA/VEC
Vietnamese and Geography++2 LTTJ BA/VGE
Vietnamese and History++ TVJD BA/VH
Vietnamese and Law++ MT1H BA/VLW
Vietnamese and Music++ WTJ3 BA/VMS
Vietnamese and Politics++ TL3G BA/VPOL
Vietnamese and Social  
 Anthropology++ TLJ6 BA/VSA
Vietnamese and Study  
 of Religions++ VTP3 BA/VSR
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Disclaimer
This prospectus is a guide for applicants for degree 
programmes who intend to enter SOAS in 2016, 
and it has been produced as early as possible for 
this purpose. Inevitably, the matters covered by 
the prospectus are subject to change from time to 
time, although every effort is made to ensure that 
information is accurate and up-to-date. If applicants 
require further information or confirmation of any 
matter, they should contact the Student Recruitment 
Office. SOAS reserves the right to alter or withdraw 
any degrees, courses or parts of courses. All offers 
of admission to pursue a programme of study as a 
registered student of the School are made by the 
Director of Student and Registry Services or his 
officially authorised deputy. No promise or purported 
offer made otherwise than in accordance with this 
regulation has any validity.
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